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offered to the Public contains 2 tran- 
&ripe from the Books af the : Yorkſhire 
Committee lf uy Reſolution 


the: County: of York, in the year 1779, to 
the choſe of 'its labour in 1784 3 allo, « 
dener wiankerige from che Minuces of che 


ing of Deputies, in the years 1790 
17913 alſo, Accounts of the Neſolutions 
and Debates at feverat Meetings of the 
County of York and other. Counties, the 
7 and other Cities, &c. in the 


Metropolis 
nada" "HY 
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republiſhed from Accounts publiſhed at 
the time by authority from thoſe "Meet- 
ings; alſo, Letters and other Pieces ſelected 
from the Correſpondence of the Yorkſhire 
Committee. . With theſe Papers, are con- 
nected ſeveral Addreſſes, &c. publiſhed by 
the Conſtitutional Society in London, Ac- 
counts of ſeveral Debates in Parliament on 
the propoſed Reform of the Repreſentation 
of the People, and ſome other Papers rela- 

tive to that ſubject. | 
To theſe pieces are prefixed ſome Preli- 
minary Papers reſpecting the Aſſociation 
propoſed at a Meeting of the County of 
York, in the year 1745, by that truly 
venerable Clergyman, Thomas Herring, 
Archbiſhop of Vork; alſo, Papers reſpeQ- 
ing che. Proceedings of two Meetings of 
the, lame County, in the years 1768 and. 
1769, held in, oppoſition to the power 
which the Houſe of Commons had then 
lately aſſumed, by their mere vote to in- 
capacitate from ſitting in that Houſe, 
John Wilkes, Eſq; a Gentleman legally 
qualified: and regularly elected by the 
Freeholders of Middleſex to Repreſent 
them in Parliament, and to place in his 
_ ſeat another perſon for Wr 
i 0 


% 
6 «4 % 


bur Act, uk 


of votes had been given; with an Acrount 
by John Wilkes, Eſq; of the renunciation 
of that illegally- aſſumed power by the 
Houſe of Commons; in the year 1782. 
Theſe Papers are contained in two Volumes; 
forming the firſt, and in fize, if not in 
every other ſenſe, the moſt en 
part of the preſent Publieation : 
The Third Volume contains che Editor's 
Correſpondence with the - Committees of 
Edinburgh and Stirling, in the years 1783 
and 1784, with ſeveral Papets received 
from the Committee of Edinburgh reſpect- 
ing the better regulation of Elections in 
the Royal Burghs of Scotland ; alſo, the 
Reſolutions of ſeveral: held in 
London, Edinburgh, and Glaſgow, in the 
years 1788 and 1792, for the purpoſe. of 
promoting improvements in the Elections 
of the Counties and Royal Burghs of Scot= 
land, and a general Reformation of the 
Parliament of Great-Britain; alſo, the 


Editor's Correſpondence with the Volun- 

teers of Ireland, in the year 1793; his 

Correſpondence with many private. Gen- 

tlemen of Yorkſhire.and ſeveral Members 

of Parliament, in the year 1779, previous 

to CIAL of the County of TOR 
4 2 
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chat year; and his Correſpondence with 


Sir G. Savile, che Earl of Shelburne, Dr. 
Benjamin Franklin, and other reſpectable 
Perſons on fubjects connected. with the 
Reformation of Purliament: to 


propoſed 
which are added, in an Appendix, The 
Editor's Defence of Dr. Price, and the 


Reformers of England : Hir Letter to the 
Right Hon. Willam Pitt, in che year 1993: 
and an Account of the Proceedings and 
other Papers of the Sociery of the Friends 
of the People, n the year 1792, &c. Theſe. 
Papers, the laſt excepted, being a portion of 
the Editor's ſeparate Correſpondence, and 
of his Pubkeations as a private unautho- 
fiſed Individual, ' forma à moiety of che 
Second Purt of the intended Collection; 
to complete it, the Editor's 
with the Right Hon. William Pitt, and 
feveral other Perſons, will -be publiſhed at 
& future period, and with other Papers 
will be compriſed in nnn 


e 2 | 


For the ſake of difinAaedd, che 0 
1. the three firſt Volumes have been 


te Mere ——5ĩ 


ſeparate bundles, the Editor's Correſpon- 


dence with the une Endividuals on du. 


„ Tous 


PREFACE: * 
tious ſubjecta or with different Individuals 


and as much as poſſible they unite pieces 
publiſhed at different times by the Yorks 
ſhire Committee in the courſe of their 
long and, in ſome degree, ſucceſaful ſtrug · 

gle; with Papore prized about. the ſang 


In ghe-Acoquat of che Dabate-at a dub 
iog of the County of York, in the year 
1979, which is given at page the gch of 
the Firſt Volume, the Speech of Mr. Smele 
at page 13, has been copied from an 
Anonymous Pamphlet, which appeared 
ſoon after that Meeting. The authority 
of this Publication has been preferred c 
that of Mr, Schelt himſelf, {by whom hie 
Speech with material variations was puby 
liſhed Tome months after the - appearance 
e 
1 In the Preface to Mr, $melt's Edition 
of his Speech, that Gentleman duclaing 


* The title of this Pamphlet k, The Speech of Leonard basel, 


Eq; 'detlvered+ by Mie as the Memting of. the County of For 
en . "ay 
| | "8 | 


I PREFACE; 

any pretenſion to great exaQneſs of mo- 
mory, with regard to wordt, and profeſſes 
only to lay before his Readers the ſenti- 
ments themſelves ; with regard to which he 
thinks he cannot be ſubject to miſtake, 
and he truſts, © that thoſe who heard him 
at York will find the ſubſtance and full 
meaning of what he SEE to ora, vary 
at that Meeting“ 
2. In an Advertiſement presa to the 
Anonymous Pamphlet, it is indeed ac- 
knowledged, /** that the Speech of Mr. 
Smelt was not taken down in ſhort-hand ; 
it is not therefore pretended by the Anony- 
mous Editor, that it is a faithful copy of 
every identical word'that was delivered by 
Mr. Smelt, but it was put together from 
the notes taken by ſeveral Gentlemen pre- 
ſent; and the Editor, who can himſelf 
boaſt a tolerably good memory, eonſulted 
other perſons then preſent, concerning the 
arrangement of its parts, &c. and there- 
fore it is preſumed, that the Public will 
rely upon its authentieity till its inacouracy 
mall be e WORE Edition ſo 
authenticated. 
3 The valſugesahiich are found in'the 
Anpnymous Edition of the Speech, but 

which 


REA _ 
which have been omitted in Mr. Smelt's 
Edition, and therefore may be. thought 
liable to diſpute, contain ſome very re- 
markable expreſſions; the words alluded 
to had given offence at the Meeting, they 
were found in the different notes which 
the Anonymous Editor had an opportu- 
nity to compare, and they were publiſhed 
in his Pamphlet, while they were yet freſh 
in the recollection of many perſons preſent, 
who confirmed in that reſpect che accu- 
racy of the Publication. 

4. In the replies to Mr. Smelt's Speech 
there are ſeveral direct alluſions to the re- 
markable expreſſions, omitted by Mr. 
Smelt himſelf, but retained by the e 
mots Edieor of his Spee els 4 065 

5. The Editor of this Collection heard 
the Speech of Mr. Smelt, he liſtened to it 
with attention; when the Anonymous 
Edition of it appeared, he thought it an 
accurate tranſoxipt of the Speech, and par- 
ticularly recollected that he had heard Mr. 
Smelt ſpeak the remarkable words alluded 
to; and ſince that time he never has found | 
cauſe to alter his opinion, or entertain any 
doubt upon the ſubject. For this and the 

N reaſons, it ſeems conſonant with 
| 7 ,” truth. + 
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ordinary ſhare of 
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truth and juſtice in giving # Copy of Mr. 


Smelt's Speech to prefer, the Anonymous 


Edition to his own; and particularly to 
retain the remarkable expreſhons in queſy 


tion, though Mr. Smelt poſſibly from in- 


advertence or forgetfulaeſs, poſſibly from 
motives of prudence, has omitted them. 


When the 7th Paper of the 11th. Num- 


ber at page 216 of the Secand Valume Was 


{ſent to the preſs, the endeavours. of the 
Editor to obtain a Copy of che Petition 
for a Reform in the Repreſentatian. of the 
People, agreed to by the Freeholders of 
Cornwall early in the 2 had nat 
been ſucceſsful, But fance that P Was 
printed a worthy Member of the Houſe 


of Commons at the requeſt. of the Editor 
and a learned Friend, in Cornwall, has had 
the goodneſs to ſearch the Journals of the 


Houſe. of Commons for the Petition... in 


- queſtion; by him it was found in thoſe 


Journals and aſcertained to be, . mutatis 
mutandis, 2 Copy of the Petition af che 
County of York, on the 19th of December, 
1782. From the numerous Boroughs in 
Cornwall, that County deriyes an extra- 

importance in the Na- 
nen But the frauds and 


corruption 


— 


PREFACE, ix 
ocrrupdienn of the Forongh-lRh wes 
d immediately under the eyes of the 
Gentlemen, they faw--the igns- 
miny of this, diſgraceful Repreſentations ; 
they. felt the, dangers which at chat time 
threatened. ro-, over-whelm the Nation ; 
they traced - theſe evils to their genuine 
— the. nearly-ruined ſtate of the popu- 
lar branch of the Conſtitution ; and- with 
the Counties of Kent, York, 
and ,other great Communities, the Coun» 
ty of Cornwall concurred in a Petition 
Thoſe tendency certainly was to deſtroy 
2 to the local intereſts 
of chat Piſtrict, but injurious to 22 
ral welfare ef their Country. | 
| 15 e af pb (viric which the Editor 
wiſhed to authenticate ; and he feels him- 
ſelf ſenſibly indebred to both his Corpiſh 
Friends who have thus enabled im to 
record, it here. Brick! 
_ » The Meeting at the Tharched Houto 
Tavern, on the 18th of May, in che year 
1782, appears to haye excited a conſide 
rable degree of attention, and the Refolu- 
tions then agreed to, have been 
quoted in ſome late Debates in the Houſe 
A The Editor chinks it proper 
therefore 


x 'PREFACE, | 
therefore to declare, that the Meeting in 

ueſtion Was called chiefly ar his" deſire 

t Sir W. Plomer, then Lord Mayor c 
London preſided at it; chat the Duke of 
Richmond and the Right Hon. William Pitt 
were preſent; that the Reſolutions agreed 
to by the Meeting were originally drawn 
by the Editor, not exactly as they now 
ſtand at page 424 of the Firſt Vothme, ; 
that they were thought to need ſome cor- 

ion, and having received an armend- 

ment from the Editor, were ſhown b 
him in their amended ſtate to Mr. Pitt, 
and as the Editor believes, to the Duke of 
Richmond, by whom they were approved | 
in that ſtate; and then offered to the Meet- 
ing, by which 1 were = 
adopted. 
The Editor is lain to find char 
theſe Reſolutions have been reprinted” in 
the Appendix to the Third Volume among 
the Proceedings of the Society of Friends 
of the People. This repetition, of which 
he was. not aware in time, the Reader is 
"requeſted to excuſe, and to correct many 

- typographical errors not noticed or not 
- 7 og Editor. hs 
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1 woche as at Cort on che 
zoth of Dec. 1779, and 28th of March, 
1789, having produced, very conſiderable 
and very beneficial effeQts, 1 it may be ſore £ 
to add a few particulars reſſ Qing thoſe 
Meetings, which it was at e ww 
unneceſſary to inſert in their proper 

in the and fourth Numbers 
Collection. In the afternoon of the 2 
of Decerpber, 1779, many Gentlemen were 
aſſembled at the York Tayern ; at whoſe 
defire, Mr. Wyvill opened the buſineſs in 
a ſhort Speech, and read to them the Peti- 
tion which” had been previouſly ſeen and 


approved 


* 


reported ta the adjourned preyious 8 


X11 POSTSCRIPT. 


* by his Friends at Leven "I 
SViſborough;” rhe Plantatiof, 
ny, &c. and after the Petition another' 


Paper, in the form of. a Declaration or 


Repreſempriong written in à ſtraim of dig- 
nifyed expoſtulation on the diſtreſsful 
State of the Country, -but pointing at no 
ſpecific meaſure of Reformation, and ſub- 


mitting no prayer to the wiſdom of Par- 


liament. For this reaſon, probably, the 
Petition was preferred by the previous 
Meetig,/ and Sh — td; the ronſide- 
ration of a Committee, confiſting of the 


. fallowing Gentlemen, yiz. Henry Dun- 


combe, Eſq; che Rev. William Maſon, 


Samuel. Tooker, Efq; Thomas Hill, Eſq; 


John Smith of Heath, Eſq; Lieutenant» 
General John Hale, and the Rev. C. 
Wyrill ; by whom * was · approved, and 


in che evening, without alteration; « 
by the inſertion of a few. material w 
on the ſuggeſtion of Mr. Hill, 5 52 
* Whenee the Crown has acquired a great 
and unconſtitutional influence, which if 
not. checked, may ſoon Pw, fatal wy 


Liberties of this untry.” ' 
| rr i 


The 


The Petition improved by the additian 
of this clauſe was tead by Mr. Wywill rw 
the adjourned” previous Meeting, which 
was become very numerous; the appro« 
bation it met with was now more ſtrung 
and decifive than befort; this approbatiom 


was forcibly expreſſed by many voices; bu 4 
Sir Thomas Frankland, in = ſhort Speech 
of mixed approbation and i4efpondence - 


tion was likely to meet with, in a peculiar 


ſtyle, which: threw the Meeting into con- 


vulſions of laughter. To Sir Thomas 
Frankland, Mr. Wyvill replyed in atone 
of gravity and earneſtneſa, that the Petition 
might indeed be treated with co 


Parliament, as the Honourable — 
kad fuggeſted, if no fapport were prepated 
to be given; but that the means of a con- 
tinued and effectual ſupport might be 
found, not in meaſures of violence as fore 
perſons” might conceive he meant, but in 
an Aſſorĩation conſiſtent with Law, and 
the principles of the Conſtitution. On 
which he put the queſtion, chat the Perth. 


tion now read be offered to the County 


Meeting to-morrow for their approbationz 
in ſavour of which every hand in whe 


a 14 
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room appeared to be held up ; but wiſhing 
to aſcertain the ſenſe of the previous 'Meet- 
ing more exactly, Mr. Wyvill defired, that 
If a fangle Gentleman then preſent diſa p- 
proved the Petition, he would hold up lis 
hand and ſtate his objection ; no objection 
being ſtated, and no hand being held-up | 
Agaiüſt the meaſure; he eryed out, with 
animation, Then there is a Hope for England! 
and the previous Meeting was immediately 
cloſed. © The Petition on the following 
day, viz. December 30, 1779, was ap- 
proved by the Freeholders of the County 
of York, and was adopted with uncommon - 
zeal, by many Counties, Cities, and Towns, 
apparently forming a great een of 
the Kingdom. | 
At the Second dn of che county 
of York, on the 28th of March, 1780, the 
object propoſed, was to form an Adſociation 
for effecting a Reform of Parliament, by 
procuring more frequent EleQtions, and a 
more adequate Repreſentation of the Peo- 
ple. But the Peers who had:approved the 
economical Petition of the Firſt Meeting; 
vere not prepared to accede to the intended 
meaſure of the Second. Of that reſpecta- 


55 F Bally, che Earl of Effingham alowe 
0 | attended 


POSTSCRIPT. * 
attended the Second Meeting, and even 
his concurrence in the Aſſociation was for 
a ſhort time withheld, with the laudable 
view, and in the hope, to prevail upon. 
Lord Rockingham and his Noble Friends 
to join with him in that meaſure, * 

The abſence of the Lords alluded to, 
was a ſufficiently plain intimation to the 
popular Agents, that the aſſiſtance of the 
Great Whig . Ariſtocracy in any more 
effectual Reform chan that held out in the 
economical Petition, was not then to 
expected, But though diſappointed, 
Yorkſhire Gentlemen were not diſco! 
by the defection of their Noble Friends,— 
Among the Gentlemen. who attended this 
Meeting many were attached to Lord 
Rockingham and the other Peers, by long 
habits of intimacy and perſonal friendſhip, - 
or the general fimilarity of their bolitical 
ſentiments, Yet neither the abſence of 
thoſe Noble Lords, nor the diſſuaſive ar- 
guments preſſed with much emotion, by 
Mr. Stanhope, nor the more direct oppo- 
fition of Lord John Cavendiſh, whoſe in- 
tegrity and Roman firmneſs of character 
l. Fan weight to the hereditary claims f 

y to public reſpect, nor even 
” . the 
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thi hefirmion of Sir George Savile kimfel, | 
in whoſe wiſt6m zad virtue the moſt un- 
limired confidence on any other occaHt•,¹Lg 
would Have been placed, could ſhake the 
tefstatigqn of the Aſſembly: They were 
convinced, chat Parliament was corrupted ! 
that frequent Elections and a Reformed | 
| Reprefenration could alone purify Parlia- 
nent from corruption; and that Without 
an effectual Reformation in theſe reſpects, 
the Liberties of the Nation could not be 
fue; after a long and animated Debate, 
this general ſentiment prevailed over every 
habitual tie of perſonal regard, or party, 
attachment, over every exertion of great 
abilities, fupported by the moſt unqueſ- 
foned purity of character. For this effort 
of Patriotiſm, the Yorkſhire Gentlemen 
were. not unblamed at the time. After- 
wards when they had entered into "the 
ſtrict engagements of an Aſociation, with - 
the terms of which Lqrd John Cavendiſh 
could not comply, they found them-. 
ſelves at the General Election, in the fame 
year, under the hard neceſſity to oppoſe 
his Re- election. For their conduct on this - 
_— they we been cenſured — 
A '. nv ; 
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much ſeverity by men ®.who ſeem not to 


have reached a conception of the generous 

motives which actuated them, in thus pre- 
ferring fidelity to their engagement, and 
their duty to the Public to every earthly 
ſhire Committee anxiouſly wiſhed: for the 
concurrence of their Noble Friends; and 
endeavoured to obtain it by every means 
of canceſſion and conciliatioh, Which was 
in their opinion conſiſtent with thoſe ſupe- 


rior conſiderations; One of their moſt 
remarkable conceſſions; was immediately 
previous to the County Meeting, on the 


28th of March, 1780. At that time the 
Yorkſhire Gentlemen were reſolved not to 


abandon their Plan of a radical Reform of 
Parliament; but to a Modification of it, 


they willingly conſented, with views and 
for reaſons which unprejudiced men will 
probably approve.— At a previous Meeting 


point of adopting Annual Parkarrients, as 

one of its Articles. This was the meaſure 

recommended by the Meeting of Deputies, 

which had been recently held for the pur- 

* of uniting the Petitioning Bodies i in 
| 8 

, B one 


they were deliberating on the terms of 
their propoſed Aſſociation; and on the 


* 


mendation appeared to meet the withes of 

the Committee. At this moment aworthy 
Member of the Committee, Stephen Croft, 

ſenior, Eſq; produced a letter from Lord 

Rockingham, expreſhng his opinion, that 

Triennial Parliaments would be prefera - 

ble to Annual; and promiſing that if 

adopted by the Committee, the mea - 

ſure would be ſupported: by his Lord - 

ſhip and his Friends. On a proſpect thus 

fair of obtaining chat aſſiſtance by which 
Aa Reform of —— OR 

effected, and the hazards to w it 

— foreſcen a refuſal would expoſe the 

Nation, might be avoided, the Yorkſhire 

Gentlemen conſented to the propoſed Mo- 

dification ; but their conſent did not pro- 

duce the deſired effect :; Lord Rockingham, 
ic was ſoon found had anſwered for more 
than he was able. to effect. and his power - 
ful Friends diſavowed their having pre- 
viouſly authorized ſuch an engagement. 
Hence jealouſfies aroſe, which may well 
ſeem juſtifiable in the Committee; thoſe. 
jealouſies, during the life of Lord Rock- 
ingham did not break out into an open 
breach; that was prevented by che mild- 
erf and * of chat virtuous No- 


was 
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bleman, by the 'prudent and coniciliatory | 


temper - of the Committee, and by the 


good officies of their common Friend, Sir 


G. Savile. After the untimely loſs of 
Lord Rockingham, and the death of that 
incomparable Patriot, it was evident that 
an appearance of ' union between that 
reſpectable Body and the Noble Lords 
with whom they had been connected at 
firſt, no longer could be preſerved, nor 
in ſuch circumſtances was it deſired by 
the Committee. Yet have they ever been 


ready to acknowledge with gratitude, that 


during the ſhort Adminiſtration. in which 
Lord Rockinghara took the lead, in 1782, 
he and his Noble Friends performed with 
zeal and fidelity their promiſe to the Pub- 


lic, and eyen performed more n 


ſtood pledged to fulfil, 

»The Editor for himſelf begs leave to 
add, that on the occaſions alluded to, he 
approved the conduct of the Committee; 
he thought, he felt, and he acted as they 
did; and with them he chearfully abides 
the judgement of the Public. 

-: vie WYVILL, | 


| Byzron- -HaLlt, 
1 25 1794. 
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King Giondz and 
begun and has made ſome progreſs in ry 
And whereas there are undoubted evidences 
that it will ſoon be ſupported by the common 
and united enemies of Great-Britain, the Crowns * 
of France and Spain, actual preparations and I 
embarkations being made for that purpoſe in 
ſeveral ports of kingdom; and whereas 

this County of York will probably be ſoon and 

moſt neatly ated by the progr of ths Re 


564 
bellion :—A General Meeting of the ſeveral 
Nobility, Gentlemen, and Clergy in the three 


ſeveral -Ridings @ County is is defired to be 
at the Caſtle * on Tueſday the za 4th of 


this inſtant September, in order to conſult of 
ſuch meaſures as may be thought neceſſary for 
the ſupport of the Kin nu Imony Government, and 
for the immediate ce of this County in 
particular, at a time hen the very being of 
our Conſtitution, and the ſecurity of our Li- 

berty and Property, and Religion, is in the 
moſt apparent and imminent danger. 


b SEPTEMBER I1,-1745- — 1 5 
l 4 oe , 750 N mo. EBOR, 
. IRWIN, - a 
In the abſence of the CONYERS D'ARCY 
Lord Lieutenant of N * | 


, 


wY" 


= ; 
* - 7 
. | . * 


——— 
— — * 3 = — = — - — 
b 


— 


— — — 
- ——— 
—— — — — — — 


- 4 1 _— „ = 4 f - - 3 - is 7 
« CY 
Ll 
- 
9 , 4 
, =» "ES wag 
0 , ' vs | 
. b 4 ++ - 
4 1 
p Y * — : 


; N » 4 " 2 
2 1 1 1 5 „. 


| 3 


Tork, at preſenting an Aﬀociation entered into 

at a Meeting of the Nobility, Gentlemen, and 
.. Clergy the County of Tork, at the ered 
WM. _ _ of A FROM.” 
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: GENTLEMEN, | _— 
My Reverend Seto of the PO * 


AM deſired hy the Lords Lieutenants of the 

' ſeveral Ridings, to open ta you the, reaſons 
of out preſent aflembling ; and as the atlvertiſe- 
ment hich his called its together is in 
body's hands, and the fact now 5 irſelf te 


occalion. TH Di 


9 ame ent te a 
would to Ges it had gained credit anch bit 
now every child knows it, that the Pretender's 
Son, is in Scotland, has ſet up his ſtandard 


there þ has gathered and Mkplined an army of 
great 


\\ 


( iv ) 
great force; receives daily. increaſe of num- 
ders; is in_paſſeſſion of the capital City theres 
has defeated a ſmall part of the King's forces ; 
dee RE: 


What will be the iffue of this rapid progreſs 
mult be left to the Providence of God. How- 


„ will think it his wiſdom and his in- 
tereſt to guard againſt the miſchievous attempts 


of theſe wild and deſperate Ruffians, 

But the great miſchief to be'feared, which 
ought to alarm us exceedingly, er 
mediately on our defence, which every da 

more and more, is that theſe clogs 

in the North are but part of a great PRI 
cred for our ron. EW 
They. ha 1 ans . ak 

14 OW he Tapported by. the tote of Frame: 

and ram, our old and inveterate, (and late 

a ce calls „i 


indignation of every honeſt 
1 If theſe ſhould LOT 
opery and Arbitrary Power come in upon 
under the influenced rer th 
 tyrannical and corrupted Courts, I leave 
to reflect, what become. LS 

that is Eero view 7 5 
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and Pesrty decherdlur of fidelity to our Coun- 
try, and Loyalty to our King. But the times, 
Gentlemen, call for ſomething more than this, 
ſomething muſt be done as well as ſaid. And the 
fund for our defence, already begun and nom to 
be propoſed to this great Aſfembly, will, it is 

hoped, from reaſons of public example and 
public ſafety, meet with the hearty concur- 
rence of every individual that compoſes it. 
And at the ſame time, that your hearts go a- 
long with the Aſſociation your hands will be 
open to ſupport the > neceſſary meaſures of 
defence, 

A to you, my Reverend Brethren, 8 
long had the honour to preſide among you; 
but from experience I have had, and 
what I have always heard of yoj honeſt 
love to your Country, (if you permit me to 
ſay ſo) Iwill be your ſecurity to the public, 
that you will decline no pains to inſtruct 
and animate your people, nor expence accord. 
ing to your circumſtances, to ſtand up againſt 
Popery and Arbitrary Power, under a French 
or Spaniſh Government, We ſcorn the Policies 
of the Court of Rome; have no intereſts ſe- 
parate from the People; but, on every occaſion 
where- our Country is concerned, look upon 
ourſelves as incorporated with the warmeſt de- 
fenders of it; or, if we do deſire to be diſ- 
tinguiſhed, it will be by our ardor and zeal to 


F IT 1 


Cn) 


Let ua pajte.thens. Gentlemen, 38005. Mar, 
to ſtop this dangerous Miſchiet, which 
union no Man ſurely. can withdraw, or with- | 
hold his aſſiſtance, who is not lifted into the 


Ms bet 


ſion, or wholly uncongerned 
Wee J — 

May the Great Cod of Bades krtck Git his 
Al- powerful hand to defend us; "Inſpire an 
union of hearts and hands among l ranks of 
People; 2 clear 17 775 
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termined, under the bleſſi 
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1 York, en 25 Ph of September, 
k Eon „„ 


others of t — — 


dining: held at the Calle of York, the 24th 


day of September, One Thenkad Sores Hun- 


dred and Forty-five, fa 


May it plas your Mijeſty, 
To accept fr om your faithful ſubjefs ef the | 


County of York, the Aſſociation, entered into 


this day with a .mofl unanimous concurrence, 
as a Teſtimony of their affeftion to your Ma- 


os en i tha wor, van aig: 
ſhall make good our words; — we are de- 
of God, and 
with the afliſtance of your „to uſe our 
e eee eee 
and Lives, 66— - -- 

| | on 


berties thereof 


I 


the 

try 

the 

to des 
the 
Realms: 


8 Spain, in order 
retry wing 


1 


dur Religion, Laws, 
ch God forbid) to ſet u 


t 
lawful 


= 


Js 


vful King 
Raving ſubverted our 


and —2 (whi 


F 


* 


* 


writing, and every ef us, being, blen. 
that in times ſo full of dangers and; treaſonable, 
iſes as theſe are, an union of our hearts 


and forces, will be moſt, conducing to his Mas 


s ſafety and the public good of gur C 
— „do voluntarily and willingly Lind. 5 | 
zes, every one of us to the other, join 
and ſeverally, in the band of one firm and loyal 

Society, and do hereby promiſe, that with aur 
whole Powers, Bodies, Lives and Ellas, we 
and every of us will Raad by and affit each 
other, in the ſupport and defence of his Ma- 


jeſty's ſacred Perſon and Government; and 


Vill withſtand, offend, and purſue, as well by 


bench of: u 880 hy þll'oihex; monte, nets - 


Popiſh Pretender and Traitors, and alſo all 
manner of perſons, of what. ſtate ſoever they 
be, and their abettors, that ſhall attempt, act, 
council, or conſent, to any thing that ſhall 
tend to the harm of his Majeſty King George; 
ere 
or any of their iſſue, or to the ſubyerſion of 
his Majeſty's Government. And we do by 


this inſtrument declare, that none of us 


ſhall, for any reſpect of perſons or cauſes, or 
for fear or reward, ſeparate 2 from 
this Aſſociation, or fail in the proſecution . 
thereof during our lives. Gr St 57 
Dated at the Caſtle of York, the Twenty: 
fourth day of September, in the Year of 
Lord, One „ e Nee Hundred an 
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NunBzr II. 


Letter ſent by tbe High Sheri and Grand Jury 


of the County of York," at the Summer Ares. 
1769, to their mmm in Parliament, | 


with their Anſwer nee 


W the County of York, have with ſeri- 
ous attention conſidered your conduct on the 
late decifions touching the Freeholders Ri 
of Election, and are happy to find it conſiſtent 
with the uniform conſtitutional zeal by which 


you have hitherto on every criſis been aftuated, 


You have always in your Parliamentary 
racters, ſupported the power of Election in your 


Electors, ad thereby ee der dee 


— 9 


E the High Shevif and Grand #50 of 


(* 
as infeparable from your own ; and have fup- 
ported that connection of intereſt between the 


Repreſentative Body and the Frecholders, on 


which our moſt happy Conſtitution chiefly'de- 


pends. You, Gentlemen, think the gratitude 
of yaur Countrymen the beſt reward of your 
actions; that gratitude will ever be attended 
with the approbation of the beſt of Kings ; and 
we deſire to expreſs to you our warmeſt and 
. or i To 
Which you Juve Generves Ne - 


— — 


* 
bu F 
$4 ' * 


il 


. 
c 0M nn ph 


To the Hion Sunny and Gato Jour of the 
| e HY 
= 


_ 5 Wo | to 


YOUR approbation of our conduct in the late 
very eſſential queſtion, regarding the Rights of 
the Electors of this Kingdom, gives us, affure 
yourſelves, the greateſt fatisfaction, and very 
much overpays us for the ſimple performance of 
that firſt duty, which we ſhould have thought it 


6 3 


{ ili ) 


It would be very ſtrange indeed, if, intruſted 
as we are by our Conſtituents with the care 
and guardianſhip of all their Rights, we could 
have been careleſs of that great, original, and 
fundamental one, on which all the others are 
dependent—The he. 9 * Free Election, and 
true Repreſentation - 

. e Conti eee | 
have the honour to hold the important truſt 
committed to us by the Freeholders of I 
ſhire, we never will ceaſe to withiland ev 
meaſure that tends to ſubſtitute any Right of 
Election upon earth, or any Set of Electors, to 
thoſe which the Conſtitution has eſtabliſhed : 
Nor can we ſurely be ſo regardleſs of the honour 
of our dn office, as willingly to hold it by any 
— van. loan $67 
Choice of n Hanes. 1 = 


9 
Paper 1 u. a 29121 
. 10 7 37 „ very 1 0 4 0 4 p n 


Lauer 7 5 4 'Meviing ite „ Ye, 
to their Repreſentatives in Parliament » ſigned by 
near eee with the Anſwer annexed. 


6 L 7 1 1 


n 8 "Yann nap u, 0 
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F  Preacn' of this ancient City, this 
day aſſembled, truly ſenſible of the ob- 
Fe to you, Lord John Ca- 
vendiſh, and you, Mr. Charles Turner, for your 
unbiafſed conduct in Parliament, and ſteady re- 
ſolutions and endeavours to ſupport the known 
ancient freedom of the Engliſh Conſtitution, 
moſt cordially unite in our fincereſt thanks, 
aſſuring you, Gentlemen, that ſuch principles 
will ever ſecure to you the hearts and affections 
of all thoſe who have the honour to ſubſcribe 
themſelves 
Tour moſt obliged humble ſervants, 
and fellow. citizens. 


Anſwer 


C 


Anſwer zy Lord John Cavendiſh and Charles 
ITurner, £/q; de the preceding Letter, 


Yous, Auguſt 26, 176g. 
1 # 


YOUR thanks for our Pliliamentary conduct 
expreſſed in a manner ſo obliging and flattering 
to us, is an honour far above our deſerts, as the 
utmoſt merit we could paſſibly claim, would 
amount to no more than a bare diſcharge of 
the duty we owe our Conſtituents _——We feel 
ourſelves extremely happy that in the free exer- 
ciſe of our own judgments, we have acted in a 
manner agreeable to your ſentiments. The 
mutual confidence of the People and their Re- 
preſentatiyes i is the ſureſt baſis of public tra- 
quillity, and happineſs. Nor do we hope or 
expect to preſerve your favour any longer than 
we continue to deſerve. it by our adherence-to 
the true principles, of the Conſtitution. _ 

us ate, Gentlemen, with the utmoſt reſped, 
l much obliged and moſt on 
humble . er 
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dab; by as High-Sherif of ih 8 
of Tork, calling, a Meeting of the the County, on 


b Ray to ory ee 0 
& * Dia * 4 a 303 444g a 0 T1170 26. * 775 
Yo * rene e e 


Tone of SECURE THh 
having deſired that x OT ES 
it de ES Med to nt of th moſt 
fectual methods to ſecure” the 8 
Rights of the Electors n 
2 dare ie adhes 
General will be held at 
Leas h Tür Wallin i Dells 27 
September next—at which it is requeſted that 
all the Gentlemen, Clergy, 2 
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N Wedneſday the 27th of September * 
was a very numerous and reſpectable Meet - 
ing of the Frecholders of this County, in pur- 
ſuance of the advertiſement from the Sheriff.— 
The Aſſembly-Room was quite full by twelve 
o'clock; yet notwithſtanding the numbers, the 
bufineſs of the Meeting was carried on with 


great regularity and decorum. 
85815 Goos ARMYTAGE, the late Reptethta- 


tive for this City, opened the. Meeting, by calling 
on the Members for the County to give theirCon- 


* 


ſtituents an account of the proceedings of the 


Houſe of Commons on the Middleſex Election. 
Sir Gonk SAvils then ſtood up, and faid 


he 3 it his duty, when called upon, to lay 


before his Conſtituents an account of the buſi- 
nels in which they had thought fit to employ 
him. He delivered himſelf with great perſpi - 
cuity, freedom, and carneſtnefs, ſo as greatly to 
affect all who heard him; and concluded by ex- 
preſſing his own ſentiments of the dangerous 
tendency of the late deciſion by the Houſe of 


. in the caſe of * W1LKES, Eſq; and 
pointing 
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pointing out to che Meeting, for their conſidera- 
tion, the various methods of applying for redreſs. 
Mr. LAscELLxSs ſpoke after him. 1 
Sir Gronxok ARMYTAGE then addreſſed him- 
ſelf to the Meeting, in a very animating ſpeech, 
concluding with a motion for a Petition to his 
Majeſty, which was ſeconded by Sir Cecil Wray, 
and received with general applauſe. * 5 
A Petition was then read in Tong nee | 


eee ©0 dons Sit ee gr 


— 
* 


To the Kino's moſt cxetjent OY 


AY it pleaſe your Majeſty 
WE, your Majeſty's moſt Shea CY ork 
ſubjects, the Freeholders of the County of Vork, 
equally ſolicitous for the honour of your Majeſty's 
Government, and for the preſervation of our 
moſt happy and excellent Conſtitution, beg leave 
to approach your Royal Throne, and humbly to 
lay before your Majeſty the anxiety of our minds 
on a matter of the greateſt national concern. 
As the County of York hath been eminently 
diſtinguiſhed by. its zeal for your Majeſty's illu- 
ſtrious family, ſo hath it ever been ſtrongly at- 
tached to that Syſtem of Laws which your Ma- 
jeity's, a ceſtors were called to protect. By theſe 
Laws“ we are taught, that it is the undoubted 
right of the Subject to petition the King, and 
the exerciſe of that right becomes dhe duty of 


the Subject whenever an ill- adviſed meaſure 


threatens to impair that equal Cate of legal 


liberty, for which this Nation has E. been 


4 


reſpeded rn * v lee 


made happy at home. 
We find ourſelves. called to the exercile' of 
that right, and -the diſcharge of that duty, by 
our apprehenſions of the tendency of that-mea- 
ſure, which-has nominated a Repreſentative to 
the County of Middleſex, in oppoſition to the 
votes of a great majority of the Freeholders, 
and in prejudice to that Freedom of Election 
which your faithful Commons are entitled to 
by the Laws and Conſtitution of this Country. 
We reſpect, as we ought, the authority of the 
Houſe of Commons, and their juſt ivileges 
will ever be dear to the People; e Houſe 
of Commons deri ves its exiſtence from the Elec. 
tion of the People, who never have entruſted 
that Houſe with an authority to ſuperſede the 
choice of the Electors, or to create, by a vote, 
an incapacity, unknown to the Law. If this 
were the privilege of the Houſe of Commons, 
it would ſoon render that Houſe a Body choſen 
by its own Members, and not the Repreſents. 
tives of the People... It is, therefore, with un- 
| ſpeakable concern, that we are obliged to repre- 
ſent to your: Majeſty, that this event hath pro- 
duced a ſituation new and extraordinary in this 
 Government—The Repre eſentation of the People i in 


 oppoſation to the People / 
s ſituation would be miſerable indeed, had 


not the wiſdom of our anceſtors provided, Boe 
for this grievance, à regular and conſtitution 

remedy. The power of aſſembling and diſſolv- 

ing — is * one of the — - 


\ 


( xx ) 
veſted in your Majeſty, for the welfare of the 
People, and by their conſent. The voice of a 

loyal People now calls for the 'exerciſe of this 
TOY Rights are to be 
N | 

Permit us then, Royal Sir, to implore j | 
Majeſty to reftore the confidence of your Prople 
in the jaſtice of Parliament, by ſending them to 
a new Choice of Repreſentatives, which will give 
your loyal Subjects an opportunity of demon- 
ſtrating their zeal for the Conftitution by a 
choice of Men, who will guard the honour of 
— Crown, and ſupport the Rights of the 


— 


On a ſhew of hands, there was only one held 
up againſt the Petition. The Gentleman being 
called upon, gave his reaſons for diſſenting from 
fo general an opinion; but the anſwer made to 
him appeared fo ſatisfactory, that, upon the 
queſtion being again put, the Petition was ap- 
proved xem. con. | ; | 

The Petition was then engroſſed, and ſigned 
that day by above one thouſand perſons who 
were preſent at the Meeting; and it was agreed 
that it ſhould be preſented by the High-Sheriff, 
and ſeveral of the principal Gentlemen of the 
County were —_ to attend him, 

The buſineſs of the Meeting was concluded 
with the greateſt harmony. * . 

h : Paper V. 


; Paper V. 


Advertiſement by fur! Gentlemen, calling a 
Meeting. the County of York, on the 25th of 
September, 1770. 


T* High-Sherif of the "Granny of Youk 
having this day refufed to call a General 
Meeting, to conſider what further meaſures 
ought to be taken concerning the late Petition 
to the Throne: We therefore requeſt the at- 
tendance of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Free- 
holders at the Aſſembly-Room in York, on 
Tueſday the 25th day of September next, at 
twelve o'clock, for that purpoſe. | 


George Armytage, John Dalton, 
J. Cavendiſh, H. Duncombe, .. 
Cecil Wray, B. Ferrand, 
M. A. Wyvill, Peter Birt, 
James Pennyman, F. Dodfworth, 
James Norcliffe. H. Oſbaldeſton, 
James Ibbetſon, Stephen Croft, jun. 
E. M. Ellerker, Matt. C. . 
John 8. Smith, J. Nicholl, 
Wm. Weddell, J Farrer, 
Walter Hawkſworth, Stephen Croft, 
Nathaniel Cholmley, Childers Walbanke, 
J. Grimſton, Joſeph Williamſon. 
Paper VI. 


Paper ww. 


Proceedings at a 1 Meeting of the County 
of York, . 2540 of September, 1770. FE 


Ag a very and reſpectable Meeting of 
the ad Fo ers of the County of York, 


on Tueſday the 25th of 'September, 1770, Sir 
GzORGR ARMYTAGE Was called to the Chair 
when he addreſſed MmidF to the Freeholder 


as follows : 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE great honour you have this day con- 
ferred on me, by calling me to the Chair, de- 
mands my moſt grateful acknowledgments.—I 
am ſenſible how unequal I am to the - buſineſs 
of it, yet poor as my abilities are, tis with plea- 
ſure I employ. them in your ſervice. 

It is neceflary then for me, from my preſent 
fituation, to acquaint you with the important 
buſineſs upon which you have this day met, in 


puriuance of an 9 inſerted in the 
4 OI  publis | 


/ 


(ED 


public papers ; it is an object, Gentlemen, that 
merits. your moſt ſerious attention; it is to 


conſider what further meaſures ought to be 


taken in conſequence of your late Petition to 


the Throne, which, with your leave, I will read. 


(Here Sir George read the Petition.) 


| This, Gentlemen, your Petition, full of loy- 


alty and affection to the King; breathing the 
ſentiments of ten thouſand of his Majeſty's ſub- 


jects— which, too, is a mode of proceeding 
ſtrictly conformable to the principles of the 


Conſtitution, and unalienable from the Rights 

of the People; this your Petition, I ſay, has 

been by ſome unhappy influence neglected and 
ded. 


Having had the honour of being deputed 
along with the late High- Sheriff to preſent this 
your dutiful Petition to his-Majeſty, it is my 
duty to inform you in what manner it was 
preſented and received. 

On our preſenting the petition to the king. 
he received it with a ſmile; which ſeemed to 
imply 2 mark of its gracious reception, and 
filled us with the hopes that the evils it com- 
plained of would be attended to; but we were 
ſoon taught, that the ſmile of a King, ke the 
chaff which the wind ſcattereth, Was, by the 
contagious breath of a Miniſter, driven from 
the Court, and the good purpoſes of this, your 
affectionate application to the Throne, had been 


Ty by the evil mulrepreſentations of thoſe, - 


whoſe 


of 
- 
: 


Cr) 


| whoſe only means to defend their own miſcon- 
duct, is by denying that there is any cauſe for 
the preſent complaints, and -declaritg they are 
only the production of a few — diſcon- 
tented Individuals. 

Have the Freeholders of the County of York 
merited this treatment? Have they not, on 
every occaſion, diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their 
loyalty and affetion for their Prince ? And did 
they not, in the time of difficulty and danger, 
riſque their lives and fortunes, and thoſe of their 
poſterity, in defence and ſupport of this Govern- 
ment, even when the Crown unn upon the 
head of its Wearer ? 

However we may be e by thoſe in 
power, as Mock-Petitioners, and Men of factious 
and ſeditious principles, yet they would find, to 
their confuſion; the Standard of Liberty defended 
| by thouſands, whilſt the Banner of Power was defti- 

tute of a ſingle ſi 2 I would not be miſ. 
underſtood, Gentlemen; I don't mean this as a 
threat, I only mention it as a matter of caution. 

The two Great Oracles-of the Law were 
plied to for their opinions reſpecting the Lega- 
lity of the Middleſex Election. The one of 
them * pronounced it an illegal arbitrary mea- 
ſure, deſtructive to the Principles of the Con- 
ſtitution, and tending to ſubvert, in the moſt 
| daring manner, the ſacred Rights and Liberties 
of x gl ret ; and declared ſolemnly that he 


v Lord Canpan. 
would 


) 


would never recede from this opinion - Whilſt 
the other, the able and reſpectable Lord Chief 
Juſtice of the Court of King's Bench, eminent 
for his conſummate knowledge of the Law, 
and whoſe opinion from his judicial capacity, 
the Public had a right to have, ſaid, what did 
he ſay? That his opinion ſhould go down with him 
to the Grave There is not the leaſt doubt but 
had his ſentiments correſponded with thoſe of 
the Miniſtry they would have been readily de- 
livered; but he, like an honeſt Man, would 
not, ia defiance of his conſcience, ſpeak con- 
trary to its dictates, and the clear the manly 
uncontrovertible declaration of Lord Camden. 
What is to be expected by a repetition of our 
grievances in another application to the Throne, 
while that pernicious influence prevails, is evi- 
dent, I doubt not, to every one preſent. — 
Shall we again kneel at that altar, where our 
moſt ardent prayers have been ingffeftual.—For my 
part, I ſhall not vote for a Remonſtrance. - 
The only eligible mode of proceeding, there- 
fore, is to addreſs our worthy Repreſentatives ; 
deſiring an exertion of their vigilance ; in order 
to diſcover by what ſecret, malign counſel your 
Petition has been thus unattended to, and 
ſtill remains unanſwered; to endeavour to pe- 
netrate into the real cauſes of the preſent diſ. 
content of their countrymen, and to uſe eve 
rational means to difpel that dark cloud which 
interyenes between the King and his Subjects, 


— 


( xvi ) 
and which preyents the rays. of Royal Juſtice 
and Paternal Affection from diffuſing their 
healing influence on the minds of „en. 


People. 

Thus ſituated, the — baſors chem 4 
their preſent conſideration was, whether any, 
and what further ſteps they might think neceſ- 
fary to be taken ; and that he had a pr 
to make on that head, but that he would 
requeſt Sir George Savile to inform them 
what had been done, relative to the Middleſex 
Election in the Houſe of Commons duriag the 
luaſt Seſſions of Parliament. 

Sir Gonk SAVILE accordingly roſe up, nd 
ſaid that it gave him very great concern to in- 
form his Conſtituents, that nothing had been 
done in the Houſe, which had the fooalleſ tend- 
ency towards healing the wound the Conſtitution 
had received; that every attempt which had 
been made to apply a remedy, had only fur- 
niſhed an opportunity to their foes, to add 
inſult to injury, and to cut off all hopes of re- 
dreſs, by a ſolemn confirmation of the grievance, 
He ſaid, however, that the friends to their coun- 
try, had endeavoured in two ways to remedy 
the evil, the one of which was in form of à bill 
for aſcertaining the particular crimes, by which 
incapacity ſhould be incurred ; but it had been 
in its paſlage through the Houſe, ſo mutilated 
in ſome parts, and clogged in others, by a me- 


thod well * to every perſon the leaſt con- 
verſant 


* a ( xxvil ) » 
yerſant in the nature of their proceedings, that 
it was impoſſible for the framers of it to know 
their own Bill, and who, therefore, very pru- 
dently embraced the firſt opportunity of with- 
drawing it, in which they. were ſeconded-by 
all its former moſt ſtrenuous ſupporters., That 
being the caſe, he ſhould forbear he faid giving his 
opipion upon the efficacy of the propoſed Law, 
but ſeemed to intimate that he did not think 

it would have anſwered the good purpoſes for 
which it was originally intended. He faid that 
the other attempt was to declare, by a reſolu- 
tion “ That the Houſe of Commons in its ad- 
« judications on Matters of Election, was bound 
“ to determine according to the Law of the 
„Land, and the uſage and cuſtom of Parlia- 
* ment which is part thereof,” This propoſi- 
tion being ſufficiently underſtood, needed no 
confirmation, The Miniſtry, however, by way 
of ing the thing, made this -trifling addi- 
tion, and that this Houſe in its determinations 
« concerning the incapacitation of John Wilkes, 
“ Eſq; have acted agreeably thereto.” He left ' 
them, he ſaid to make their own comments 
upon theſe proceedings; and aſſured them, 
that his ſentiments upon that important fubject 
remained ynalterably the ſame; and concluded 
by congratulating himſelf upon his 
happineſs, in having coincided ſo perfectly in 
opinion with his Conſtituents upon this as well 
as upon every other Point, ſince he had received 


N 


the 


% 


( wil) 

the high honour of being elected to ſerve the 
County of York in Parliament. 3 

The Chairman then got up and informed the 

Meeting that he had a paper in his hand, in the 

form of thanks and inſtructions to the Repre- 

ſentatives which he ſhould ſubmit to their con- 


 "ideration. . 


Youx, dentate 235 70. | 
10 Sir Grone SAVILE, Bart. and Fowns 
þ LASCBLLES, Eſq, 


GENTLEMEN, 


| 'WE, the Freeholders of the County of York, 
aſſembled here, deſire to expreſs our ſentiments 


do you on the preſent dangerous ſituation of 


Affairs. 

In preſenting a petition to the Throne, we 
ated from the 74 * conviction that it was 
our duty to repreſent to his Majeſty how ſe- 

we thought the Rights of all the Electors 

of Great-Britain ſtruck at, by that Reſolution 

which nominated a Repreſentative to a County, 

in oppolition ta the votes of a majority of the 
Frecholders. 

We had reaſon to hope that an application lo 


22 of affectionate loyalty to our Soverdgn, 


- and 


( ix.) 


and preſented in a mode fo agreeable to the 
Principles of the Conſtitution, would have met 
with a favourable reception. But we neither 
can nor will impute its failure to any other 
cauſe, than the arts and management of thoſe 
who have no other means of juſtifying their 
own miſconduct to their Sovereign, than - 
miſrepreſenting the defires and affections of 3 
loyal people. . obs Q. 
Hopeleſs of ſucceſs from a reiterated petition, 
whilft the ſame influence prevails, we forbear 
to make a fyrther application to the Throne, 
being confident that the former will remain an 
authentic teſtimony of our unalterable ſenti- 
ments, which by every juſtifiable method we 
are determined to ſupport ; and we doubt not 
that, by a ſteady perſeyerance in thoſe princi- 
ples, the Electors of Great-Britain muſt finally 
obtain redreſs of their violated rights, | 
Your conduct, Gentlemen, hath juſtly merited 
the thanks of your Conſtituents; and we havethe 
ſatisfaction to declare, that we entirely 
all that you have done and ſaid in ſupport of 
their Liberties. By the explicit, manly, and 
determined part you have taken during the laſt 
Seffion of Parliament, the ſentiments of thoſe 
whoſe intereſt is intruſted to your care, have 
been moſt faithfully exprefled. ' 
It is not, therefore, to admoniſh or inſtruct, 
but to point you out as examples to animate 
and encourage others, that we now * 
| nſe 


| ) 
ſenſe of the firmneſs and vigilance of your Con- 
duct in theſe times of new. and dangerous 
doctrines; when not only Redreſs for the vio- 
lation of the Rights of Election hath not been 
obtained, but every attempt to ſecure that right 
from future violations hath been evaded. 
It is become but too evident, that neither the 
moſt ſacred Rights of the People, nor the 
Honour of the Crown, have been objects of 
their care, whoſe ſtations render them more 
| peculiarly reſponſible for a ſtrict attention to 
= lg | 222 


The public welfare then demands, that thoſe 
who are choſen to guard its intereſts, ſhould 
_ employ their utmoſt attention to inquire into 
the cauſes of that general diſſatisfaction, which 
prevails in the minds of a free, a generous, and 
a loyal People; and ſhould there be found any 
juſt objects of national reſentment, we truſt that 
neither Miniſterial Power ſhall be able to defeat, 
nor Retirement from Power clude the effect of 
that inquiry. : 

- That the minds of his Majeſty's Subjects may 
be united in a dutiful ſubmiſſion to legal autho- 

rity, and a ſteady reſiſtance to illegal Power; 
and that the Rights of the People may be ſecu- 
red by the virtue and prudence of their Repre- 
ſentatives, the natural Guardians of thoſe Rights, 
is the fervent wiſh of every Friend of the Con- 
ſtitution, and you may be aſſured that, in poſe | 
| c 


Ci) 


| ſuit of theſe objects, you will abrays be fo | 
ported by the, Freeholders of the vena 
Vork. 


e 
ee rack, 
6 br, Chairman. 


* 


. ? : » 
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The Addreſs to Sir George Savile and Mr. 
Laſcelles, being read, Mr. C. Tuxxvg, Mem- 
ber for the City of York, roſe up and ſpoke to 
the following purport. He obſerved that he 
ſaw the imminent danger of the Conſtitu- 
tion, and the difficulty of aſſembling counties 
or large bodies of men, in order to obtain their 
ſenſe upon Political ſubjects, of whatever 
importance; he had therefore oppoſed' the 
Meeting of laſt year, and had by no means been 

aiding in this, from a fear that it "ſhould be 
repreſented as not the true ſenſe of the County; 
and from an opinion that the ſore would ſooner 
ripen and diſcharge itſelf by gentle fomentations 
than by applying the knife; beſides he thought 
the Conſtitution itſelf poſſeſſed an - antidote 
againſt the poiſon. ' As the County, however 
were aſſembled, he could not but 'expreſs his 
ſentiments, that the means propoſed were in- 
adequate to their end. He approved of the 
thanking the Members, and inſtructing them 
to endeavour to bring to juſtice all delinquents, 
whether in or out of power ; but thought this 


was not ſufficient, for he ſaid, their late mn 


C 


Had not King regarded, or even acknowledged. 
He therefore propoſed that a Committee ſhould 
be appointed to draw up a conditional Remon- 
ſtrance, to be preſented if the obnoxious Reſo- 
lotions ſhould not be reſcinded next Seſſions; 
that this Committee ſhould exiſt till then, with 
powers to increaſe their number ; and that it 
might be given them in inſtruction, to take care 
that no leſs than eight thouſand atteſted Free- 
holders ſhould ſign it, otherwiſe not tobe pre- 
ſented ; this he mentioned, he ſald, to give due 
weight to the meaſure, to undeceive the King 
and to encounter any flurs which foul -wenthad 
Courtiers were too often ready to throw out. 
Mr. Charles Turner likewiſe informed them of 

a fact, of which he ſaid no Freeholder of the 
County of York ought to be ignorant—that 
their Repreſentative Sir George Savile, while 
he was moſt nobly and manfully ſupporting 


their Rights, and ſpeaking diſagreeable truths 
to their opponents, was threatened to be ſent to 


the: Tower for Jhneving, wane win and. ans 
liamentary Language. 

Lord John Cavendiſh made the following 
reply: He ſaid that in public matters there was 
no other method of collecting the ſenſe of the 

People than by Meetings of this ſort, that he had 
concurred in the meaſure of its propriety, and 
from his having found it to be the ſenſe of a 
number of Gentlemen of weight and fortune in 
the County. That he conceived their inten- 
tions to have been, to teſtify at this Meeting, 


that their ſentiments upon this ſubject in the 
| year 


/ 


0 ) 
year 1770, differed not in the leaſt from thoſ 
which they had expreſſed in 1769. That he 
did not doubt but by a- manly perſeverance in 


thoſe opinions, tempered by moderation, oy 


would obtain more eaſily the wiſhed-for end, and 

open the eyes of their Sovereign to his real 
Friends, who had at the hazard of their lives 
and fortunes ſupported his Crown in former 
days of danger, and who would even be ready 
to manifeſt the ſame zeal in defence of his 
illuſtrious Family, whoſe intereſts were ſo in- 
ſeparably connected with the true intereſts of 


his People. He conceived this purpoſe to be 


fully anſwered by the method propoſed by 
their worthy Chairman. He could not, he 
ſaid, approve of reiterating their complaints to 
the Throne, from whence they had 

found there was not at preſent the moſt diſtant 


proſpect of ſucceſs. He declared his conviction. 


of the goodneſs of his worthy Colleague's in- 


tentions, but that he could not entirely enter 
into the idea of his Conditional Remonſtrance, 


nor did he know how far it might be juſtifiable 

or even 'legal; or whether it would not, by 

having the appearance of threatening Parlia- 

ment, rather have a tendency to obſtruct, than 

bring about its purpoſe ; and concluded by de- 

claring his full approbation of the meaſure ar 
ropoſed. 


Mr. Charles Turner, in anſwer, ſtood up to 


explain his motion, and obviate the objection 
made to dis propoſal ; but W his willing- 
c neſs 


— 
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neſs to alter it, in order that the Committee he 
ſpoke of, might not be reſtricted to any parti- 
cular mode of proceeding, by Remonſtrance or 
otherwiſe, but follow that method which might 
appear to them moſt eligible upon future con- 
ſideration, or a change of circumſtances ; he 
conſequently moved generally, © That a Com- 
* mittee be appointed, to confider further for 
* redreſs of the grievances incurred by the 
* various Reſolutions of the Houſe of Com- 
<« mons, touching the Middleſex Election.“ 
Upon the queſtion however being put, it was 
carried in favour of the firſt propoſal, which 
was accordingly agreed to, and ordered to be 


ſigned by the Chairman. 


Sir Cecil Wray and ſeveral other Gentlemen 
approved in great part of Mr. Charles Turner's 
plan, and delivered. their ſentiments in its 
favour, though they did not wholly coincide 
with his opinion; and particularly with reſpect 
to the powers to be veſted in the Committee.— 
This point being determined, Sir Geor 17 Savile 
obſerved, that he could not avoid taking notice 


of that part of Mr. Charles Turner's Speech 


wherein he mentioned his having been threa- 
tened by implication. He was under very high 


obligations to his Friends, he faid, for their 


kind expreſſions of fear on his behalf when only 
doing his duty in maintaining the Rights of his 


Conſtituents ; but confeſſed that he himſelf had 


never entertained the ſmalleſt apprehenſions on 


that head; but that, on the contrary, when the 
circumſtance 


( ar ) 


circumſtance alluded to happened, he thought 
he obſerved a particular complacency in the 
countenances of the majority, and-an I" 
that they were conſcious of the juſtneſs of his 
aſſertion; which uncommon forbearance he 
could impute to no-other cauſe than the truth 
of what he had ſpoken. He added further, 
with reſpe& to the inſtructions, that he was 
afraid he could flatter his Conſtituents with very 
ſmall hopes of ſucceſs in the proſecution of theſe 
Men, by whom this Country had been ſo groſaly 
injured. Nothing, however, ſhould be wanting 
on his part, for that he ſhould be very happy to 
have it in his power to tie ſuch offenders neck 
and heels, and reſign them to the juſtice of their 
injured Country. He then finiſhed, by affuring 
them of his conſtant endeavours in future, to 
merit that approbation of his conduct, which 
they had then been pleaſed to beſtow upon him; 
and by declaring the high ſenſe he had of that 
honour. , / 

The propoſal of a preſent Remonſtrance was 
again agitated, but finally rejected, as they were 
unwilling to make the ſmalleſt alteration in the 
inſtructions, in which they had already pro- 
feſſed their fixed determination not to renew 
their applications to a quarter where they. had 
been found to be totally inefficacious. 

Mr. Cholmley then moved for the Chairman 
to leave the Chair.— And thus ended the bul- 
neſs of the day. a 

Et: Paper Vil, 


Paper VII. 


Letter by Sir Groroct SaviLs to the Frecholders 
7 the County Torx. 


Jo the Farznot. vers of the Connery of Ton, 
afſembled on the gore homer York, 


dani 


AVING had the honour of ene by 

the hands of Sir George Armytage, a 

communication of your ſentiments, I beg 

leave, in the firſt ace, to return you my 

grateful acknowledgments for ſuch parts of it 
as regard myſelf, 

Ss have always thought myſelf fortunate in 
the opportunities I have had of knowing, from 
time to time, the ſentiments of my Conftitu- 
ents ; and it has been my particular happineſs 
to meet on thoſe occaſions with their approba- 
tion. I could indeed no longer ſerve them 
with ſatisfaction to my own mind, than I had 

„ reaſon to believe that my opinions coincided 
with theirs, at leaſt in eſſential and fundamen- 


tal ts. 
The 


( xxxvii ) | 
- The importance of the ſubject, the impreflian | 
it has made upon my mind, and the variety of 
matter contained in the paper. tranſmitted to 
me, oblige me to extend my anfwer beyond 
the length that is uſual or neceſſary in mere 
returns of compliment, or in anſwers on more 


ordinary occaſions. | 

It is impoſſible for me not to lament with 
you that any unhappy interpoſition of intereſted 
Men between a gracious Sovereign” arid his 
People, ſhould make it eligible to forbear a 
ſecond application ; hoping and truſting, at the 
ſame time, that your confidence is well found- 
ed.—I do hold it to be impoſſible, while one 

in of purity or vigour remains in the Con- 
itution, that principles and doctrines directly 
ſubyerſive of it can take root and flourith, nay 
that they can ever exiſt with any continuance, 
I am tempted ſo far to go beyond the limits of 
what is more effentially z neceſſary part of my 
anſwer, as to expreſs the ſatisfaction it affords 
me to obſerve, that while you decline a mea- 
ſure, which to many might naturally ſeem-more 
directly tending to redreſs, you have taken ef. 
fectual care plainly to draw the line, and 
ſtrongly to mark the diſtinRion,” (that diſtinc- 
tion ſo effential in Queſtions of Right) between 
forbearance and acquieſcence. 

T accept with a pride which I will acknow- 
ledge and avow every where, the teſtimony 
you bear to the little I have done in the proſe- 
cution of my duty; and I wiſh you to be aſſu- 

Cc 3 red 
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red that I will perſevere, riot. only in aſſerting, 
but in maintaining to the utmoſt of my power, 
thoſe principles you have approved, the Princi · 

ples of the Conſtitution ; and more eſpecially 
that firſt right, the Right of Election, under 
which alone my office . exiſts, . and without 
which even the two characters in which we are 
now converſing, the Repreſented and the Repre- 
ſentative, are mere illuſory fitions, 

I defire likewiſe to aſſure you that. I will 
omit no opportunity of fulfilling that particular 
duty which the preſent occaſion has called upon 
you to remind me of; I mean: the ſearching 
out the cauſes of public diffatisfaftion, the 
objects of a juſt public reſentment ; truſting to 
your candour, if the ſucceſs do not anſwer 
the warm expectations ol many honeſt nien, 
the ardent wiſhes of all. You haye more than 
once over-rated my abilities to ſerve you; 1 
wiſh 1 had not reaſon to fear that in this 
inſtance you will experience a ng exam, 
ple of it. | 

It is a firſt duty to Join in your, wiſh, that 
due order and ſubmiſſion, as well as a reſolute 
adherence to the rights of Freemen may pre- 
vail. It is the moſt perfect ſelt-intereſt and the 
higheſt ambition to join with you in the other, 
that I may be in any degree a fortunate inſtru. 
ment inpreſerving thoſe rights. I beg leave to 
ſubſcribe myſelf Gentlemen, 

_-_ - Your muchobliged 
and faithful humble . 
GEORGE SAVILE. 
Paper YIll, 
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Paper VIII. 


Letter by bwin Late L 8, Eſq; to the Free. 
holders of the n 7 1 York. 


To the FazznHoLDERs aflembled at York on 
the 25th of September, 1770. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I is ſcarce poſſible for words to expreſs the 
1 lively ſenſe of S I feel for the very fa- 
vourable opinion you are pleaſed to entertain 
of my public conduct. 

It has always been wy greateſt ambition to 
gain the approbation of Gentlemen of your 
characters. If I have been fo fortunate to ſuc- 
ceed, I muſt think I am more indebted. to your 
partial opinions than to any real or ſubſtantial 
merit of my own. 

I know it would be vain and impertipent to 
expect any future favours from you, was I ever 
to betray the truſt you have condeſcended to 

honour me with. 

I flatter myſelf whilſt I preſerve my Indepen- 
dency, and am not actuated with views of Am- 
bition, Auarice, and Luft of Power, you will have 
no cauſe to withdraw your uſual indulgence 
from me, 


C 4 I 


(x ) 
I have ever conſidered the very unfortunate 


deciſion of the Rights of the Frecholders of 


Middleſex as highly detrimental to thoſe of all 
the Electors of . Great-Britain, therefore ſhall 
ſteadily perſevere to contribute all i in my power 


to obtain redreſs of thoſe vialated rights. 


I moſt heartily concur with you, Gentlemen, 


in all your Conſtitutional wiſhes. My greateſt 


ambition is to render myſelf worthy of your 
choice, which I know can only be effected by 
ſupporting the Fundamental Principles of our 
Conſtitution, and the undoubted Birth-Right 
- our Fellow. Subjects ; when you find me de- 
ent in theſe grand points, I deſire to enjoy 
no longer the Mal Rant of one of your 

Repreſentatives ; but, until that event | 
the only favour I now afk of you, is'to give me 
credit for my unſhaken loyalty to our moſt 
ious Sovereign, my eſteem and regard for 

the intereſt of our Fellow - Subjects, and my im- 
plicit veneration for our moſt excellent Con- 


ſtitution. | 
I have the honour to be, with the moſt . 


eſteem and regard, 
Gentlemen, 
Your moſt obliged 

and moſt faithful humble e 
EDWIN LASCELLES. 
oeetssesses en, d N C4 
as, 1770. ba . 
N Paper IX. 
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Letter from Jom. Wunde, Ep. to the Gentle- 


Gnas, 3 
08 T te yon on the ſac» 


congratula 
ceſs of your ſteady, ſpirited, and generous 
efforts, in the cauſe of the firſt conſequence to 


every Elector in this Kingdom, the cauſe of the 


Right of Election, ſo long depending between 
you and 4 former Houſe of Commons. 

many years unavailing ſtruggles againſt a de- 
ſpotic AdmibiRradon: and a corrupt Majority 
in Parliament, your Public Virtue has by per. 
ſeverance and unremitting energy at laft brought 


a queſtion of infinite moment to à final detifion 


in favour of Liberty. We have now obtained 
a direct and unequivocal vindication of our 
moſt eſſential Rights, Rights coeval with the 
Engliſh Conſtitution, that perfection of human 
wiſdom, that nobleſt work of man. You have 
the high Rtafacion of obſerving an upright 


Senate 


X 


() 


Senate aſſert the Privileges of an injured People 
againſt the encroachments of Power, and decide 
in favour of their fair and juſt claim to a ſhare 
in the Legiſlature. . The proceedings of this 
Houſe of Commons I ſhall with rapture tran- 
ſcribe from their Voten. You will I am fure 
accept them as the only atonement, which could 
be made under a good Government for the 
violation of your Franchiſes, and the injuries of - 
former flagitious Adminiſtrations. This branch 
of our Conſtitution is now reſtored to its origi- 
nal form, and eſtabliſhed-on a foundation not 
to be ſhaken. Noprecedent can now'be drawn 
from the injuſtice and violence of arbitrary 
Miniſters. An Incapacity, for the expreſs pur- 
poſe of defeating your declared intentions; w 
not be again created by a vindictive and ven 
Majority in one part only of the Legiflature, - 
A Miniſter will not again nominate the Repre - 
ſentative for this r le County to the 
Great Council of the Nation. Tlie Man of your 
free choice will have the diſtinguiſhed honour 
of repreſenting you, and the glory is yours of 
having ſecured the ſame invaluable Franchiſe to 
every Elector in the Iſland. Not the leaſt trace 
will now remain of the various deep- laid plans 
of fraud and violence, of ſubtle inſinuation, 
alarming menace, and direct inſult, to which 
your calm and undaunted ſpirit always roſe 
ſuperior. The Hiſtorian's page will however 
record the wickedneſs and infamy of your ene- 
mies, the Public robbers of the Rights of Free, 
. men, 


mien, and vil bold, up the handy, ems okthe / 
Freeholders of Middleſex as an t of imita-· 


tion to all future ages. 
My excellent colleague, Mr. Aer, ä ſeconded 
and ſupported my motion with the. zeal. which 
always, animgtes bim in your ſervice, and the 
cauſe of Country. 1. „ Arten bits; 
Vows 5 * Houſe o Commons, pages 574, 
Friday, May, 3, 1763838. 
he Houſe Was moved, That the entry in the 
Journal of the Houſe, of the 17th day of Fe, 


bruary, 1769, of the Reſolution, “ That Jobn 


« Wilkes, E1q; having been in this Seflion of Par- 
« liament expelled this Houſe, was and is in- 


„ capable of being elected a Member to ſerve in 
: 


this preſent Parliament,” might be read. 
And the ſame being read accordingly ;. _ 


' * 4 


© Reſolved, That the ſaid Reſolution be 


- \ "I. - 


ing ſubverſive of the Rights of the whole 
Body, of EleQors of this Kingdom. _ 


| : 


$68 the me wa cpiged by ts cen. 


at the table, accordingly, 
Ordered, That all the. Declarations, Orders, 
and Reſolutions, of this Houſe, reſpecting the 


Election of Jobn Wilkes, Eſq; for the County of » 


Middleſex, as à void Election, the due and legal 
Election of Henry Lawes Luttrell, Eſq; into Par- 
liament for the ſaid County, and the incapacity 
of Jobn Wilkes, Eſq; to be elected a Member to 


ſerve in the ſaid Parliament, be expunged from 


the Journals of this Houſe, as being ſubverſive 


— 
7 


( av") | 
of the Rights of the vnde Body" of rea: of 


om. 
1 » ſame were r the Clerk, 
1 85 2 2 | 

' Give me leave, Gen to ſtate e 
ſtance with reſpe to a bufinet of this weight 
and moment, which] am fure will add — 
pleafure you receive in this triumph of 
The victory was gained by the moſt honourable. 
means, means worthy the goodneſs of thy tauſe, i 
No unfair method was taken to ſecure a Ma- 

ity, nor Miniſterial manceuvre practiſed. No 
250 from the Treaſury, no mandate from any 
Secretary, iſſued to inforce attendance. The 
fighteſt ſolicitation was not urged by any man 
in power, nor a fin le Emilſary ſent bn the wing 
to collect . mercenaries, . troops long 
kept up. for- the worlt of putpoſes, but now = 
happily diſbanded.  . Every man was leſt to 
follow the dictates of his conſcience, which in- 
ſured our ſucceſs. The Miniſters . you only 
the ſame ſupport as individuals this year, which 
they have regularly given fince 1968, with an 
alactity manifeſting à ſettled determination to 
uphold and ſupport the Rights 0 EleRob, 
which they have reſtored. 

Iam happy, Gentlemen, to eie you, that 
the appointment of a Committee to examine 
into the preſent ſtate of the Repreſentation of 
the Commons of Great Britain, is on the eve of 
being moved in the Houſe of Commons by a 
Gentleman of as great abilities, matured even in 

youth, 


C 


| youth, as this country has at any time pro- 
duced. Tou long ago ſuggeſted the idea of the 
propriety of fuch a meafure, 


1776, of moving the Houſe of Commons for 
leave to bring in a d for a juſt and equal Repre- 
ſentation — fe the People — — in Parliament, but 

without ſolemri engagement be- 
tween us in Cs ——— 
ing, in relation to this and other eſſential ob- 
jects, I have never loſt fight af, and ſhall ever 
hold ſacred. Some of the more important par- 
ticulars of that engagement, reſpecting the fair 
and equal Repreſentation of the People in the 
Houſe of Commons; and the ſborteving the 


inquiry. You will always find me, Gentlemen, 
uniformly purſuing the noble plas of Liberty, 
which you early marked- out for my conduct, 
3 


choice of their — l 
1] am, Gentlemen, fries bh 
With much reſpeRt and gratitude, - 
, "Ty or wort and obedient humble ſervant, 
* JOHN „ 


Paine — rr 
Monday 1783. 


- 
* * 


| Paper X. 


and in purſuance 
of your inſtructions I had the honour in Marcb 


duration of Parliaments, are among tho grand 
the ſtriking features, of the intended 


Right of the People to the anno appr qe 


— 
— 


* 


The Speech of Mr, Wu us f in 10 Houle of Com: 
| ſqm dogs 34% Moy, TR * 4 


Mr. SPEAKER, | 
THINK myſelf peculiarly happy at the [nad 
moment, that I have the ; Can of ſub» 
mitting to the Houſe an important National 
queſtion reſpecting the Rights of Election, when 
the friends and favourites of the People enjoy, 
with the ſmiles of our Sovereign, the oer f of 
truſt and power in the State, accompanied with 
that fair influence, which is neceſſarily created 
dy great ability, perfect integrity, the pureſt 
political virtue, and the remembrance of their 
former upright conduct in the cauſe of the 
People. If the People of England, Sir, have at 
any period explicitly and fully declared an opi- 
nion teſpeting a momentous Conſtitutional . 
queſtion, it has been in regard to the Middleſex 
Election in 1768, and the ſubſequent moſt pro- 
fligate proceedings of an Adminiſtration, hoſtile 
md to oy Rights of this Country, and 
* every 


( 
evety part of the Britiſh Empire. An inſtance 
cannot be. found in our | hiſtory of a more ge · 
eee een 
holders of Exgiand, and 
almoſt every Borough and 
Southern part of / the Iſland. I am ſatisſied 
therefore that I now ſhall find the real friends 
of the People determined and zealous in the 
ſupport of their . * —_—_—— * 


vileges. | 
Hitherto, Sir, every attempt foe 8 


of this invaluable Franchiſe has been rendered 


fruitleſs by the arts and machinations of power 


in the hands of wicked men, and I may with 
truth aſſert, that the Body of the People long 
addreſſed, petitioned, and remonſtrated with 


manly firmneſs and perſeverance, but without 


the leaſt effect, or even impreſſion. The full 
redreſs demanded by this injured. Nation ſeems 
reſer ved to diſtinguiſh the preſent  propitious 
. zra of public Liberty among the early and 
blooming honours of an Adminiſtration, which 
poſſeſſes the confidence, and daily conciliates the 
affeftions, of a brave and ſenſible People, Their 
voice was never heard in a more clear and 


diſtinct manner than on this point of the — 


magnitude for all the Electors of the 

and I truſt it will now be heard favourably. The 
general reſentment and indignation ran ſo high 
againſt the Houſe of Commons, which co 
mitted the outrage, that their immediate 


lution became the prayer 9 numberleſs 5 — | 


to 


* 


Wben it was torn from them by violence, the 
- Conſtitution was torn up by the roots. I have 
now the happineſs of ſeeing the Treaſury Bench 
filled with the Friends of the Conſtitution, the 
guardians and lovers of Liberty, who have been 
unwearied and uniform in the defence of all our 
Rights, and in particular of this invaluable 
Franchiſe. I hail the preſent auſpicious moment, 
and with impatience expect the completion of 
what I have long and fervently deſired for my 
Friends and Country, for the preſent age, and 
a free poſterity. The former conduct of thoſe 
now in powet affords me the moſt ſanguine 


, 0 


cers of the Revenue from voting at Elettiont— 
Mr. Wilkes was here interrupted by a 


by Sir Francis Molyneux, Gentleman Uſher of 


the Black Rod, defiring the immediate attend- 


ance of the Houſe of Commons in the Houſe of 


Peers. 


The Speaker went direQly to the Houſe off 


Lords, After his return and report of what 
had paſſed, Mr. Vils ſaid, 
Mr. SpzAaKER, 

I return my thanks to Bleek Red for ſo luckily 
interpoſing in "favour of this "Houſe, when I 
might poſlibly have again tired them with the 
TD 6 — 

: ton, 


"> 


= \ 


f tis YAul 


Eledion, which their patient ear Ell for ſeveral 
years with much good-nature; ſufferd; I will 
now make ſome return to their ce, in 
profiting by the circumſtance: of this happy in- 
terruption, and not faying a ſingle word about 
' ' Walpole or Wallgten, Coke, or Blackſtone, 1 will 

not detain the Houſe longer than by obſerving 
the Parliamentary Form of deſiring the Clerk 
to read the Reſolution of the 17th of February 
1569, which Iſhall then move to be expuriged from 
' the Journals of this Houſe, as being ſubverſive of the 
| Rights of the whole Body of Luer of this Kingdom. 
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Advent ber beg d a 18 of the * 10 
County of York, which firſt appeared 
in the York Courant on Tueſday, De- 8 
cember 14, 1779, ſoon aſter the-death 
of Thomas Duncombe, Eſq; * 
of the . 


- 
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To the NeptLity, GeNTLEMEN, Curr, and 
W of the Coney of York. 


HE death of the lats;relpattable High- 
| Sheriff of this county having rendered it 


impradticable to obtain a County Meet- 
ing, called in the ordinary mode, with that ex- 
pedition which the diſtreſs of the country re- 
quires, the under-named gentlemen conceiving . 
it to be the duty and intereſt of every inde- 
pendent perſon, in times of national diſtreſs. 
eſpecially; to exert his beſt endeavours, that 
meaſures for the public good may be l 


— — 


1 | 
and carried into effect, do earneſtly requeſt the 


. nobility, gentlemen, clengy, and freeholders, of 


the county of York, to meet at the Aſſembly- 


Room in York, on 'Thurſday the zoth of De- 


cember, 1779, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, 
to conſider what meaſures may be expedient in 
the preſent * ſituation of public affairs. 


w. Chaloner; Eſq; Oui 
„8. Morritt, Eſq; Rokeby Park 
„Smyth, Eſq; Heath 
„Bell, Eſq; hirſk 
M. C.8t, uintin, Eſq; York 
5. — 1 2 1 n denne 
5 roſt, jun. 
Mines, * al 
Taba Milnes, E 55 Wakefield 
ames Milnes, Eiq; Wakefield 
, Strickland, Eſq; Boynton 
Gen, Hale, the Plantation 
Hon. Gen. Cary, Leven Grove 
Rev. C. Wyvill, Burton Hall 
R. Marriott, Eſa; Leaſchowes 


G. Elſley, Eſq; Patrick Brompton 


Rev. _ Zouch, Sandall 
Henry Pulleine, Eſq; Carlton 
= a. Norcliffe, Bart, Langton 
« Jolliff, Eſq; Nunmonckton 
die W. Anderſon, Bart. Kilnwick 
Sir R. Hildyard, Bart, Wineſtead 
R. D. Hildyard, Eſq; Sedbur 
_ - Fountayne, D. D. Melton 
«+ Maſon, Aſton 
Denjamin Ferrand, Eſq; St. Ives 
Francis Maude, Eſq; Leath] 
Ralph Jackſon, Eſq; Normanby 
William Wilſon, Eſq; Ayton 
Francis Pearſon, Eſq; Mowthorp 
S. Barlow, Eſq; Middlethorp 
Thomas Weddel, Eſq; Waddow 
H. — ſon, 1.55 kicby-Fall 
Skirpenbeck 


| Thomas Sayer, ay ho Haliſax 


Rev, Dr. Bacon, Wakefield 
William Withers, Eſq; York 
Rev. F. Dudſworth, Watlaſs 
Thomas Mayer, Eſq; York 


Benjamin Pead, 2 Hult 
8amuel Oates, Eſq; Leeds 
Francis Bacon, 100 Vork 
O. Dawſon, Eſq; Leeds 

T. Arthington, Eſq; Arthin 


T. Thompſon, Eſq; Staincliffe-Halt 


Sir G. Armytage, Bart, Kirklees 
Rev. John Pigott, Oſwaldkirk 
Adam Boulby, Eſq; Whitby 
Rev. Robert Hodgſon, Rawmarſh 
Tho. Reed Ward, Eſq; Dinſdale 
Lord Viſcount Downe 
Metcalfe Procter, Eſq; 
Richard Wilſon, Eſq; Pontefract 
ohn Hatfield, Eſq; Hatfield 
r. Joſiah Roberts, Sheffie)d 
— Sparrow, Ef q Winco-Bank 
homas Hayes, E FA Aiſlabie 
W. Tottie, Eſq; C -Allerton 
— Hatfield, Eſq; Doncaſter 
ev. John Stacye, Ballafield 
R. C. Rudſton, Eſq; Hayton 
F. Smyth, Eſq; New-Building 
Charles Pool, Eſq; Hull 
LS Smith, Eſq; Newland 
hriſtopher Rawdon, Eſq; York 
Francis Wayne, M. D. Stokeſſey 


Sir W. Milner, Bart. Nun Appleton 
Sir W. Foulis, Bart, Ingleby Manor 


— F. Wanley, Dean of Ripon 
. 5 Robinſon, Welburn 


Dr. Kilvin Ri 
Dr. 1 * 


Robert Sinclair, Eſq; York 


r 


* 
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8 Ki oorſide 
Rev. W. Cayley, 


erom Drin 5 Vert 
ir James 1 3833 
Samuel Tooker, Eſq; —_— 


18 Batley, Halifax 


Dixon, Eſq; Gledhow # 
W, Childers, Eſq; 
St. Az Ward, 1 
Rev. S. Beilby, Rirk-Klla 
F. F. e Eſq; 
Whitby 


Mr. germ ork 

Sir . Pilkington, Bart. Chevet 

Hans Buſk, EIq; Bull-Houſe 

wy Fenton Wer en * 
ames Wilkinſon, Sheflle 

— Walker, Eſq; Rotherham 


— 


Rev. Godfrey Wolley, Thurnſcoe 
Rev. John Griffith, Handſworth 
William Walker, Eſq; Leeds 


| A. My cds Jr 0» — 


Rev. Dudley 7 Rockett, \; = JH 
Rev. Edward Willan, Vor 


ames Preſton, Eſq; Malton 
ohn Booth, Eſq; Bruſh · Hooſo 
illiam Taylor, Eſq; York © 


— Boot oy fork 

right, Ef ; 8tamfo 
Thomar Mellich, Eſq; oy 
Luck Anningſoa, Eſq; Fi —4 
Rev. Ben, Walker, Northalſerton 
William Law, Eſq; Swinithwalte 
8. Shore, jun. Rſq; Norton - Hall 
Rev, Thomas Touch, Wycliff - 
Mr, Wakefield Simpſon, hitby 
Mr. Joſiah Hulme, Haliſaz* - 
Mr. Alex. Fothergill, Carr-End 
Rev. Thomas Wakefield, Ro 


7 Oates, Eq Chapel-Town 
H. Fane, E mſall Lod 
Edm. . En Wi Willow 

ames Coo Halifax 

r. Ben. — on, Halifax 

Rev. William Dade, Barmſton 
Mr. Nathaniel Prieſtley, Halifax 
Mr. John Prieſtley, Halifax 
Mr, Robert Swaine, Halifax 
Mr. Nat. Pearſon, Tyers-Hill 
W. Hawkſworth, Eſq; Hawkſworth 


Cant 7d. 


Thames Loted „ Bay Bradford 
© Ines, jun. 1 Wakefield 

Eſqy Street -Thorp 
Tho. T ye Cook K 12 
William —— 


ohn ona * = 
. Dawſon, Eſq; Heworth 
W. 8 my 


Dr. White, Tork 


ER 5 Vork 


Mr. J. Mathews, 
Edm. Smith, Eſq; Coteſeue 
8 
as 
Mathews, 2 Whitby : 
v. Robert Benſon, York 
Mr, John Harriſon, Gu 
Rev, W. Wiltiamſon, Guiſbrough 
8. Richardſon, Eſq; Sowerby 
Mr. J. Halley, Scarborough 
_ a» Eglin, Sti 
Les, Bias Lincoln's Inn 
tehell, Thornhill 
Rev. james Dixon, Ecclesfield 
Richard Fenton, Eſq; Bank Top 


Rev. A. F. Eyre, Barnbrough 
Mr. W. * — 


ay e Gon h 
_ illiam Jackſon Wath 


A* Verelſt, Eſq; Aſton 

aines, Eſ, „ Litele Weeton 
Gam, Milner, Eſq; Burton Grange 
Freeman Bower, Eſq; Bawtry 

F. Shepheard, ie tech rden, 
Rev. J. Armyrage, Hutton Ho 
LE — Eſq; Haigh 

F. Edmunds, Eſq; Worſbrough 


| 


Mr. William Harvey, Scar 


Thomas Cordley, Eſq; York 
Rev. J. Whaley, Huggate 
Rev. .oberr Stockdale, York 
Rev. M. Place, Kirby-Lonſdale 
Mr. William Warton, York 

. Hainfworth, Eſq; Leeds 

Thomas Hainſworth, Leeds 

Rev. Euſtace Caſs, Thirkleb 
Mr. Thomas Scarch, Stakerby 


* Parker, Eſq; Woodthorpe 


Mr. T. Smith, York 


| Wr ile Contr alin hs Beck | 
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P. Wentworth, Bſq; Tolſton-Lodge Themes Webvlchy Boy Gout AY | 


Mr. John Read, * Sir J. Sheffield, Bart, 
Gr. Garten =? * 1 Winn Wi — Buptin Eſt 
3 3 w, £193 
Wil — arp Mr. Green, Leeds ' 
Mr . Thomas — — Mr. " Jones, Leeds 


Aer. Abel Oka 

r. Abel Chapman, Whit 

ohn Wilfon, Eſq; . 
Thwaites, Eſq; Watle 

William Harriſon, Eſq; ave 


Rev. Thomas Moſeley, 


* 


' 


' ny Paper II. 


On the 3oth day of. December, 1779. 


I. D Eſolved, (with one diſſenting voice) that 

the Petition now read to this meeting, 
addreſſed to the Houſe of Commons, and re- 
queſting that before any new burthens be laid 


upon the country, effectual meaſures may be 


taken by that Houſe to inquire into and correct 
the groſs abuſes in the expenditure of public 
money; to reduce all exorbitant emoluments ; 
to reſcind and aboliſh all ſinecure places and un- 
merited penſions ; and to appropriate the pro- 
duce to the neceſſities of the State, is approved 
by this meeting. 
II. Reſolved unanimouſly, That a . 


t 1 


of ſixty· one gentlemen be appointed to carry on 
the neceſſary correſpondence for eſſectually pro- 
moting the obj — — 
pare a Plan of an Aſſociation on legal and con- 
ſtitutional grounds to ſupport that laudable re- 
form, and ſuch other meaſures as may conduce 
to reſtore the Freedom of Parliament, to be pre- 
ſented by the chairman of the committee to this 
meeting, held by adjoutnment, on Tueſday in 
Eaſter week next enſuing. 

III. Reſolved, That a meeting of e 
members be empowered to act, and that their 
acts be conſidered as the acts of the committee. 

IV. Reſolved, That Sir George Armytage, 
Mr. Chaloner, Sir R. Hildyard, Mr. Morritt, 
Rev. Mr. Zouch, Sir J. Norcliſſe, Mr. Strickland 
of Boynton, Dean of Ripon, Mr. J. S. Smith, 
Mr. P. Milnes, Mr. Croft, Mr. Bell, Rev. Mr. 
Wyvill, Mr. Hill, Gen. Hale, Mr. Smyth of 
Heath, Rev. Mr. Maſon, Mr. Tooker, Mr. H. 
Duncombe, Mr. H. Thompſon, Mr. Croft, jun. 
Mr. Duncombe, Mr. Dalton, Mr. Strickland of 
Beverley, Sir William Milner, Mr. Hawkſworth, 
Mr. James Milnes, Mr. Edmunds, Mr. Wilſon, 
Mr. Jackſon, Rev. F. Dodſworth, Mr. Cradock, 
Mr. Carver, Rev. Mr. Mitchell, Sir Watts Hor- 
ton, Mr. C. St. Quintin, Mr. Dring, Rev. J. Ro- 
binſon, Mr. P. Wentworth, Mr. St. A. Ward, 
Rev. Mr. Cayley, Dean of York, Rev. Mr. Bourn, 
Rev. Mr. Comber, Mr. Marriott, Mr. G. Elfley, 
Mr. Pool, Alderman Carr, Mr. Barlow, Mr. 


Thornton, Rev. Mr. Dealtry, jun. Mr. F. Smyth, 
A3 Rev. 


. 
Rev. Mr. Eyre, Mr. Baynes, jun. Mr. Withers, 
Rev. Mr. Wilkinſon, Mr. Foljambe, Major Fer- 
rand, Mr. Farrer, Mr. Garforth, and Mr. Hildyard, 
be the members compoſing the above committee. 
V. Reſolved, That the thanks of this meet- 
ing be given to the Lords and Members of the 
Houſe of Commons preſent, who honoured this 
petition with their ſupport; and that the com- 
mittee be directed to inſert a copy of this reſo- 
lution in the papers, with the names of thoſe 
Lords and Members of _ Houſe of Commons 
* viz. 

Duke of Dexonſhire, Duke of Rutland, Mar- | 
quis of Rockingham, Earl of Scarborough, Earl 
of Effingham, Earl Fitzwilliam, Earl of Egre- 
mont, Lord John Cavendiſh, Lord Lumley; Sir 
James Lowther, Sir George Savile, Lord Richard 
Cavendiſh, Lord G. H. Cavendiſh, C. Pelham, 
W. Stanhope, H. Goodrick, S. Finche, H. Peirſe, 
W. Weddell, E. Laſcelles, C. Turner, Sir Janes 
Pennyman, G. Sutton, Sir Thomas Frankland, 
and T, Frankland. 

VI. Reſolved, That the ds of this meet · 
ing be given to the Rev. Mr, Wyvill. | 

VII. Reſolved, That the thanks of this meet- 
ing be given to Wm. Chaloner, Eſq; chairman, 

WII. Reſolved, That this meeting do adjourn 
to Tueſday in Eaſter week next enſuing. 


W. CHALONER, chairman of the meeting, 


PzTIT1ON 


[ 7 1 


Paper UI. s 


Perron agreed to at the Meetingof the County 
of York, held the zoth day of December, 

1779, Which having been afterwards circu; 
lated through the County, was ſigned by near 
nine thouſand Freeholders, and — by 
Sir George Savile to the Houſe of Commons, 
on the mn — nne | 
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To the Hondurable Cnc, of Great-Briain 
in Parliament rag ichn 


The Petition of "the Gentlemen, Clergy, and, Few: 
bes EY 30 


Shew-eth, 

AT this nation hach been engaged for ſe- 
veral years in a moſt expenſive and un- 
fortunate war; that many of our valuable co- 
lonice, having actually declared themſelves in- 
dependent, have formed a. ſtrict confederacy 
with France and Spain, the dangerous and in- 
veterate enemies of Great-Britain; that the con- 
ſequence of theſe combined misfortunes hath 
been a large addition to the national debt; a 
heavy accumulation of taxes; a rapid decline of 
the trade, manufactures, and land - rents of the 


kingdom. 
| A4 Alarmed 


Juſtice of this Honourable Houſe, do moſt earn- 


52 


Alarmed at the diminiſhed reſources and 
growing burthens of this country, and convin- 


cad that rigid frogality is now indiſpenſibiy ne- 


ceſſary in every department of the State, your 
petitioners obſerve with grief, that, notwith- 
ſtanding the calamitous and impoveriſhed con- 
dition of the nation, much public money has 
been improvidently ſquandered, and that many 
individuals enjoy ſinecure places, efficient. places 
with exorbitant emoluments, and penſions un- 
merited by, public-ſervice,-to a large and ſtill 
increaſing amount; whence the crown has ac- 
quired a greatand unconſtitutional influence, 
which, if not check'd, may ſoon prove fatal to 
the liberties of this country. | 
Tour petitioners conceiving that the true end 
of every legitimate government is not the emolu. 
ment of ANY INDIVIDUAL, but the welfare of 
the community; and conſidering that, by the con- 
ſtitution of this realm, the national purſe is in- 
truſted in a peculiar manner to the cuſtody of 
this Honourable Houſe, beg leave farther to re- 
preſent, that until effectual meaſures be talen to 
redreſs. the oppreſſive grievances herein ſtated, 


the grant of any additional ſum of public mo- 


ney, beyond the produce of this preſent taxes, 
will be injurious to the rights and property of 
the people, and derogatory from the honour 
and dignity of Parliament. | 

Your petitioners therefore padding to the 


eltly - 


1191 
eſtly requeſt that, before any new burthens are 
laid upon this country, eſſectual meaſures may 

be taken by this Houſe, to inquire into and 
— the groſs abuſes in the expenditure of - 
public money; to reduce all exorbitant emo- 
luments ; to reſcind and aboliſh all ſinecure 
places and unmerited penſions; and to appro- 
priate the produce to the neceſſities of the State, 
in ſuch manner as to the wiſdom of Parliament 
ſhall ſeem meet. 

And your petitioners bal eve pra, &. | 


o 
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Subſtance 97 the Ge . Meeting at ran, 5 
on 15 zoth of December, 1779. b 


R. Wr vr opened the buſineſs, by in- 
forming the gentlemen, that the idea of 
calling a Meeting of the County of York, had 
originated, not, as the enemies of the meaſure 
had aſſerted, with Lord Rockingham; nor yet 
with any other member of either of the two 
| Houſes of Parliament, but with a few private 
country gentlenien of the North-Riding, who 
were ed free from all party — and 
| equally 


T mo J | 
_ equally unconnected with the leaders of Admi- 
niſtration, and their opponents; that by this 
declaration he would not be underſtood to con- 
vey the lighteſt inſinuation of diſreſpect to the 
Noble Lord whom he had named. He had long 
confidered his lordſhip as well-intitled to the 
gratitude of his country, for his ſupport of the 
rights of election during the Middleſex diſputes, 
and his ſubſequent oppoſition to the great and 
growing influence of the Crown; ſtill leſs would 
he be underſtood not to feel ſentiments of the 
| higheſt reſpect for the character of another diſtin- 
guiſhed perſon then preſent, who efled the 
univerſal eſteem and confidence of his conſtitu- 
ents and the nation; and whom from that cir- 
cumſtance it was. unnecefſary to name. But 
he thought it proper at the outſet of the bu. 
ſineſs, to obviate miſconceptions, by ſtating the 
fact as it really was, WED | 
He then adverted to the calamitous ſtate of 
the nation, the immenſe extent of the preſent 
complicated war, the increaſe of the national 
debt, the ſtagnation of trade and manuſactures, 
the decline of public credit, and the general fall 
of the land rents of the kingdom; and after in- 
fiſting on the evident neceſſity that the expen- 
diture of public money ſhould, at a juncture of 
ſuch diſtreſs, be directed on principles of the 
ſtricteſt ceconomy, he propoſed that the petition, 
which bo Ry RO OI OY INE 
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if approved by that aſſembly, ſhould be = 
ſented to Parliament. 
The firſt reſolution being then propoſed and 
read, Mr. CHor Ex roſe, and declared that he 
had fat too long in the Houſe, to think that a 
petition would be productive of any good effect; 
— we were under great burthens; 
but as th the petition ſlated a miſapplication of pub. 

lic money, Parliament would expect ſome-proof 
of this : A 
mon report. UD 

Mr. DzummonD. ſeconded. Mr. 
and, recommending moderation and udanimity, 
faid, that an expenditure of public money was 
ſubje& to conſtitutional control by Parliament; 
that if any man had miſapplied'it, let that con- 
trol be made uſe of. Striking off penſions, &c. 
is plaufible in theory, but diſlicult in practice. 
He deſired to know who was to be the cenſor, 
who was to judge of the merit of 
and draw the line. He ſtated our late ſucceſs as 
a prelude to future, and that they ſhowed us {till 
the terror of our enemies, He thought this a 
time to ſtimulate Government to more effectual 
meaſures; would wiſh to try one year more, for 
that Britain might in that ſpace revive again; ; 
and therefore declared he . give a negative 
to the petition, .. 

Mr. Pzr1TcHarD ſaid he * the ütuation 
of the two laſt gentlemen, who ſeemed to be the 

only perſons that were exempt from the 2 
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ſes of the nation, and ignorant. of its calamities. 
One of them had aſked who was to be the cen- 
ſor? He would anfwer the queſtion - The peo- 
ple, the oppreſſed people were to be the cenſor. 
He profeſſed himſelf attached to his King, 
but found himſelf bound by ſtronger ties of 
duty to his country. Proofs had been called 
for Could ſtronger proofs be given than the 
laſt campaign? or even than the laſt Gazette 
extraordinary indeed? Let any gentleman pro- 
duce a ſingle inſtance where wife meaſures had 
been concerted, and carried into effect, and he 
would give up his opinion. He inſtanced Ame- 
rica and Ireland, where the Lord Lieutenant 
had been obliged to individuals for the pay of 
his forces which defended the kingdom. Was 
it love for Ireland that made Lord North ſo anx- 
ious to hurry the Iriſh bills thro' Parliament? 
No-it was 64,000 bayonets pointed to his 
caſt, How did we know that the new ſup- 
plies would be expended to better purpoſes than 
the laſt? He then profeſſed himſelf unconnected 
with party, and hoped, if our Petition was re- 
jected, we ſhould ſhew that we * n 
to aſſert our rights. 

Mr. IxoLERV ſaid that . might be 
urged againſt the petition, and mentioned par- 
ticularly that it would anticipate Mr. nn 
intended motion. 


Mr. SMELT 


tW-J 


Mr. SMELT then addreſſed the Chairman, and 
ſaid he waited in expectation that ſome perſon 
of better abilities and greater weight than him - 
ſelf would make it unneceflary for him to trou · 
ble the meeting with his ſentiments on the ſub - 
ject of this day's conſideration; but as ſeveral 


arguments occurred to him that had not been 


urged by any other Gentleman, he held it his 
duty to come forward and deliver them; but 
having never before the preſent-occafion ſpoken 
C 
not only their indulgence, but that, by a'c 
attention to his argument, they would them- 
ſelves aſſiſt him to draw the inferences which he 
could not make fufficiently obvious, and that 
ſuch a defect of arrangement, as is natural to 
inexperience, might not be allowed to take any 
ee eee a 
he had to offer. 

Having received a circular letter, ſgned by 


many names for which he entertained the utmoſt 


reſpect, for ſome of them a partieular friendſhip; 
he concluded that the buſineſs for which they had 
thought proper to call the county together muſt 
have been of the higheſt conſequence, and that 
as the diſtreſſes of the country were held forth 
as the ſubject for deliberation, ſuch meaſures only 


would be propoſed a3 might tend to promote the 


common cauſe, and unite the minds of men in 


the defence of their country; zealous, therefore, 


to give his concurrence to meaſures of this ſalu- 


— 
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tiry nature, he at once determined to attend; 
but how was he then mortified to find that, in- 
ſtead of contributing to the ſupport of Govern- 
ment, the avowed end of the preſent meeting was 
to divide its ſtrength; for, to his apprehenſion, 
the object of the petition ſeemed to be to control 
the influence of the Crown; to prevent the So- 
vereign from diſpoſing of that revenue which had 
been granted to him by Parliament; a meaſure 
from which, if carried into execution, he knew 
not what dreadful conſequences to apprehend, 
but too clearly foreſaw that its ruinous elloQs 
would be felt by the lateſt poſterity. 
Here Mr. Smelt entered into ſome particulars 
of his private hiſtory | : that in a former war he 
had ſerved as an engineer, but, on account of 
illneſs, had retired from that eien refuſing a 
penſion oſſered by Lord Ligonier, becauſe he 
thought himſelf not entitled to it. That from 
York, the place of his retirement, he was called 
by the Crown to a duty the moſt important that 
can be confided to a ſubject; from his ſenſe, 
however, of his inability to diſcharge it as he 
| ought, he reſigned the poſt of Sub- Governor 
of the Princes, and again refuſed the oſſer of a 
penſion, though preſſed in a moſt gracious man · 
ner to accept it. Again he retired into Vork - 
ſhire; but thither he was followed by the ſoli · 
citations and commands of his gracious Maſter; 
to which he no longer could make reſiſtance. 
Whether the annual payment that is made to 
| me 


„ 

me, faid Mr. Smelt, be within the deſeripticn 
of penſion, I do not know. People may, per · 
haps, look on me as a penſioner, but the ſtipend 
which I receive is not upon the penſion-liſt ; it 
is paid from the privy-purſe of my benevolent 
Maſter; but I am henceforward indifferent to 
whatever conſtruction may be put upon it, for 
from this moment I ſhall ceaſe to receive it; I 
reſign it back—and now, Sir, I am an INDE- 
PENDENT MAN. "CHONG: m4 

From what he had related concerning his own 
conduct, it would not be · diſſicult to collect his 
ſentiments concerning penſions. He was, not- 
withſtanding, an enemy to the petition, a peti- 
tion that would take from the King the liberty 
to judge of his own benevolence, and ſubject the 
Sovereign to the guardianſhip of parliament: 
But this was the immediate end of the preſent 
petition; which, as it calls upon the Houſe of 
Commons to inquire into the expenditure of 
public money; to ſet bounds to the munificence, 
and limit the diſcretion of the head of our State 
in the; appointment and rewarding of his own 
ſervants; calls upon one branch of our Legiſla- 
ture unconſtitutionally and illegally to interfere 
with the operations of another. But the peti- 
tion goes farther, and in direct terms requires 
of the Houſe of Commons to check the influence 
of the Crown... To what he had already faid 
concerning the illegality of ſuch an attempt, he 
would now add, as a reaſon for not 4 
ü ; 1 
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ſuch a procedure from that Houſe, that the in- 
fluence of the Crown was not by any means 
what it was ſtated, exorbitant; on the contrary, 
it required to be increaſed ; the influence of the 
King, was too little; his hands wanted greatly 
to be ſtrengthened; for, good God, he was 
unable now to curb that licentiouſneſs with 
which he was every day talked of in every com- 
pany, and in every ftreet. He was unable to 
put to ſilence the numerous libels with Which 
he was daily inſulted. He cannot even reſtrain 
the inſertion of a paragraph in an ordinary 
news- paper. And yet, while he was thus cir» 
cumſcribed, what meafures are now about to be 
adopted? Such as ſhall inveſt him with 
to reſtore tranquillity, and to enforce reſpect? 
No, but the very reverſe. The meaſures pro - 
poſed to this meeting tend only to the intro- 
duction of anarchy and confuſion; to reduce 
the idea of authority, and to draw from before 
the Crown that veil with which the wiſdom of 
the conſtitution has ſarrounded it ; that facred 
| veil behind which the vulgar eye ſhould never 

be permitted to penetrate, and which only the 
greateſt and moſt important occaſions ſhould 
ever remove from before the ſplendours of Ma- 
jeſty. Unſeen, and withdrawn from inſpection, 
the condition of Royalty ſhould admit no ſup- 
poſition of human weakneſs; and, though the 
Crown may devolve, it ſhould ſecretly devolve, 

its * operations ſhould exempt the 


Royal 
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Royal perſon even from the idea of s 
the utility, the neceſſity, of ſupport and r 

to that character, whoſe uncontrolled exertions 
alone give vigour and efficacy to the. operations 
of the ſtate, ſhould exempt it from the poſlibi, 
lity of error, and conſequently from every effort 
like that in which they were then engaged, to 
contract the power, and abridge the influence 
of the King. Let Royalty be diveſted of power 
and influence, and what then remains? It is no 
longer the hand, the heart, the nerve, the vigour, 
and the energy, of the ſtate; deprived of life, it 
is but the ſkelcton of itſelf. Not ſuch as ours 
on this day, ſaid Mr. Smelt, was the ſenſe of our 
forefathers at the important Ara of the Revolu- 
tion. They conſidered then the Royal perſon 
as the law had inſtructed them to conſider it, 
and even in the act of delivering their country 
from oppreſſion, ſaved to the King thoſe privi- 
leges with which the conſtitution had inveſted 
his ſtation and character, The Crown was not 
ſuppoſed then to have been rendered vacant: 
This would have violated that immortality which 
the law has conferred upon the King. No charge 
of criminality was then urged as a ground for 
depoſing and driving the unfortunate Monarch 
into exile: This would have ſuppoſed an ob- 
jected error, from the poſſibility of which the 
law had exempted the King. No, ſuch was 
then the delicacy of the Legiſlature, ſuch the 
zeal to maintain the 9 dignity uninterrupted 


and 
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and pure from the 3 of blame, that the 
deliberation of three whole days was beſtowed 
on forming and reſolving upon the ſingle word 
Abdication ; a word by which no penalty was re- 
corded to imply a crime, and by which the moſt 
diſtant imagination of a diſcontinuance in the 
Royal character was abſolutely precluded. - That 
reverence, and the value of that reverence which 
is due to the Crown, was then well underſtood, 
. and it was accordingly preſerved : The hand of 
Legiſlature did not then raſhly draw aſide the 
veil, and authorize the ſubject to invade and 
ſean the ſecret receſſes of majeſty. By their act 
the importance of this maxim, that The King 
.can do no wrong,” was was then acknowledged; 
and ſuch indeed was its importance, that he did 
not heſitate to affirm, that in that fingle maxim 
the only ſafeguard of the people was contained. 
It was only from the maintenance of his ſtrength, 
in which the ſtrength of all was compriſed, that 
the ſecurity of the people could be derived. Why 
then ſhould we endeavour to contract and dimi- 
niſh his ability to extend that protection which 
alone is the liberty of the ſubject? for he knew 
no ſenſe of liberty but protection and ſecurity : 

We were in need of his protection: We were at 
this time in a particular manner in need of his 
protection: Let us rather therefore take a courſe 
oppoſite to that propoſed ; let us confidently con- 
tribute to his ſtrength, and, when we IR en- 


larged N let us then with humi 
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plore, and with gratitude receive, protection from 
the King; for by protection and ſecurity, he con- 
tended for it again, the only liberty was to be 
underſtood. ty FR 
Having paid my attention to conſtitutional 
objects, he begged leave to give the meeting a 
part of his experience, and referred them to 
times when principles of a different nature from» 
thoſe which were now complained of, actuated 
the motions of government, What were the 
advantages derived to the nation from the ad- 
miniſtration of Whiggiſm? The power of the 
King was then contracted within as narrow a 
compaſs as the moſt zealous advocate of the pre- 
ſent petition. could deſire to contract it now; 
but were we therefore exempt from corruption ? 
Were the finances of the kingdom then direted 
to objects of : the moſt extenſive public utility? 
Did ceconomy then preſide in every department 
of the State; and were national expences then 
only the price of national benefits? No; the 
narrow principles of Sf actuated the meaſures 
and purſuits of the Whigs, and while the King 
was limited, we can hardly fay that the Crown 
was not arbitrary ; but its influence was veſted 
then in the party of the Miniſter, which leaving 
the dignity of King de Jure to be poſſeſſed by 
the perſon of the Sovereign, aſſumed to them- 
ſelves, and exerciſed the office of King de Facto. 
Diſtinct from the King, the Miniſter then conſti- 
tuted a fourth branch of the Legiſlature, which 
R : B 2 abſorbed 
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abſorbed within itſelf the whole power and effi. 
cacy of the Crown. Motives only of a little, 

narrow, and private policy in the hour of their 
proſperity actuated the conduct of the Whigs, 
and theſe motives had uniformly to that day 
continued to influence their contracted and felt. 
intereſted meaſures. Pretexts of freedom when 
in power, and of invaded liberty when out of 
confidence, had been the ordinary inſtruments 
of the party to acquire popularity, and bend the 
nation to their views; hence diſcontents and 
jealouſies were excited at home; hence the com- 
plaints of our brethren in Ireland had been fo- 
mented; and hence the rebellion in America 
grew to ſo ſtupendous a height, that almoſt at 
the firſt it was irreſiſtable. The people were the 
ſupports on which the Whig Miniſter ſought to 
. ſuſtain his power; to the ignorance and error of 
the people, therefore, the real advantages of the 
nation were to be ſacrificed, and the debt, which 
threatened to ſink it in the end, was allowed to 
increaſe, rather than that a Miniſter ſhould hazard 
his popularity upon the exaction of ſuch a re- 
venue as might ſerve to reduce the burden, or 
prevent its farther accumulation, One man, it 
muſt be admitted, has appeared who had ſpirit 
enough to proceed ; and who, without the loſs 
of public confidence, was ſufficiently daring to 
draw unnumberedmillions from the public purſe; 
but the ſplendid and dazzling glories of his ad- 
miniſtration were accepted of as a — 
; 8 Or 
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fot whatever real injury his want of 
might draw upon the country. Lord Chatham 
indeed filled one particular department with great 
applauſe, „ 
called to conduct the/affairs of this country, he 
was the moſt able perſon that could have been 
found to conduct them. We were then 
in a war that comprehended almoſt the whole 
world, and he was formed to conduct a war; 
but to this alone his talents were confined; a ſuc- 
ceſsful field compenſated to him for unlimited 
drafts, upon the reſources of the nation. In ſhort, 
if he might be allowed the compariſon, Lord 
Chatham was formed to glare a meteor in a ſtorm, 
but by no means qualified to conduct finances 
in the time of peace. And from the general neg- 
lect or ignorance of this particular line of mini- 
ſterial duty, it is that we may derive the weight 
of our preſent burden, the vaſt increaſe of our 
national debt: For one of the greateſt misfortunes 
of this country was, that no Miniſter was found 
ſufficiently firm to keep up the taxes in the time 
of peace to the greateſt height of a war eſtabliſh- 
ment; for if. Mr. Smelt being here interrupted 
by a violent hiffing throughout the room, ſaid he 
believed, as 4 freebolder, be had a right to ſpeak 
his ſentiments, and conſcious that his motives were 
the pureſt. and the be, he would ſpeak his mind to 
the face of the flouteſt hiſſer of them all) ;—if in 
the hour of peace, he ſaid, there ſubſiſted ſuffici- 
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towards the exigencies of war, we ſhould not 
then be taken unprovided; for thus, proviſion 

might be made againſt the day of danger, and 

we ſhould not, in the very hour of preſling ne- 

ceſſity, be obliged to purchaſe every requiſite ar- 
ticle at the moſt exorbitant prices. But ſuch was 

the delinquency of thoſe men who were then en- 

truſted with the conduct of our affairs, that if 
the late war had broke out only two years later 
than it did, even out of the decayed fleet, which 

'he faw himſelf at Plymouth, we ſhould not have 
had fit for ſervice more than a ſingle ſhip in 
twenty; we ſhould not even have poſſeſſed a 
ſhip that had been capable of repair. welt 

Such were the fruits of a ſyſtem in which the 
King was to be controlled, and in which his in- 
fluence was to be contracted. And now, if the 
nation labours under a ſeries of misfortunes, is 
it to the influence of the King that they are to 
be imputed ? No; experience, and that ſtate of 
facts which he had juſt laid before them, incon- 
-troverfibly demonſtrated that it was only to his 
want of influence they could juſtly be aſcribed ; 

it was only from his not having power enough 
that our miſeries aroſe. It was true that the 
party which had occaſioned our national misfor- 
tunes, had been ſteadily excluded from confi- 
| dence, and denied any ſhare in that power which 
they had long endeavoured to centre entirely in 
- themſelves; they had nevertheleſs unhappily re- 
tained ſufficient power to deceive and to exaſpe- 
rate 
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rate the nation againſt their Governors, to ſow 
the ſeeds of diſcontent, and even to call together 
the people there to aſſiſt them in making reſiſt- 
ance to the only power from whence their ſafety 
can be derived, and to charge againſt the influ- 
ence of the crown thoſe calamities of which 
themſelves are the only Authors. Yes, he re- 
the aſſertion, and again averred, that not 
from the crown, but from the people themſelves 
it was that the calamities of the nation proceeded; 
that not from the Crown, but from theſe ſlaves 
of ſelfiſhneſs and party it was, that our evils ha 
derived their original : In every the minutels 
tranſaction the zeal of party and corrupt atten- 
tion to little private intereſts appeared, he knew 
no man that was exempt from their contempti- 
ble influence; nay, he verily believed that he 
might, with truth, affirm, there did not ſubſiſt 
on that day a ſingle patriot in the nation; no 
not one: And if he might uſe a | compariſon 
which he once remembered to have heard made 
by a gentleman, and which was lamentably ap- 
plicable to the preſent occaſion: © Britannia, 
« who once proudly raiſed her head above the 
c nations of the earth, and held one even courſe: 
* Britannia, in better days the parent and the 
<* nurſe of heroes, now but the putrid carcaſe of 
< herſelf, gives birth to a nauſeous brood of rep- 
4 tiles that owe their exiſtence to her diſſolution, 
< that only in corruption can find their pr 
11 W and each of which crawls on in 
ä its 
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and excluding a man whoſe private character 
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% its own different way.“ Lord Orford, who, 
by the means of party, long directed the coun- 
cils of this country, and who was conſequently 
converſant with the ſpirit of party, pronounced, 
as the ſum of his experience, That all men had 
their prices; and in this opinion he was inclined 
to believe, that his lordſhip did not judge much 
amiſs ; for ever fince his own firſt entrance into 
life, he had obſerved the corrupt influence of 
party-ſpirit which had deſcended even to-the 
election of Coroners, but had uniformly refuſed 
to act at all, ene 
4 8 + 54-1 

- He remembered a time, not many years ſince, 
when this county was called together upon 
another occaſion; and from what he f̃ecollected 
of the tranſactions of that meeting, and from 
what he now faw of the diſpoſitions of the 
preſent meeting, he found that in that room it 
could blow both hot and cold. Nine years ago, 
the influence of the King was not conſidered: as 
the original of the grievance complained of, his 
power was then looked up to as a remedy-which 
the conſtitution had provided for what was 
called an infringement of the people's right of 
election; he was then conſidered as worthy of 
ſome reſpe& and deference, and was accordingly 
called upon to diſſolve a Parliament for expelling 


there does not ſubſiſt a mouth fo foul as to vin- 
dicate: But what is now the caſe? The ſuperiority 
that 


( 45] 
that was then acknowledged is now 3 
and the King is ſubmitted to that very power 
the exiſtence and continuance of which was — | 
merly confeſſed to depend ſolely upon his Royal 
will and pleaſure; he was then implored to exert 
his prerogative, and to infli& the penalty of dif 
ſolution upon a delinquent Parliament; whereas, 
on the preſent occaſion, Parliament is to be im- 
plored to control and reſtrain the 'expences ard 
influence of the King. Are theſe things con- 
fiſtent, and with what face ſhall we now direct; 
aim at reducing the authority we then appealed 
to, under the ſubjection of the very body over 
which we then acknowledged its legal extent? 
Our own act, had borne witneſs to the juſt pre- 
rogative of the Crown, and ſhall we now ſtand 
forth an example of violence offered to the 
power that is veſted in the King by our Conſti- 
tion? The eyes of the whole nation, are turned 
upon the reſolutions of this day; we cannot 
therefore be too much guarded againſt the con- 
ſequences of what we are about to do. Oh! let 
the probable effects of an attempt to ſhift the 
balance of our conſtitution alarm your caution 
interpoſe yourſelves in behalf of ages yet unborn; 
and avert that melancholy train of national miſ- 
| fortunes that muſt neceſlarily attend upon à po- 
pular encroachment on the power of the King; 
to this alone it is that the petition before you 
tends : He therefore befeeched them by every 
2 that could influence the lover of his 
country, 
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cduntry, to reject it; from every principle of 
public and private intereſt he warned them to 
reject it; from that loyalty and affection that is 
due to the moſt gracious and amiable Prince, at 
this time engaged in the arduous conduct of a 
war the moſt juſt that ever was entered into, 
prevail upon them to reject the petition, and 
let us ſeek for the redreſs of our calamities from 
means in our own power to carry into effect. 
Let reformation begin with the body of the peo- 
ple; let it proceed from the ſource from which 
our calamities proceed; let us not impoſe upon 
ourſelves, or be deceived into an opinion, that it is 
2 zeal for the public welfare that has prompted the 
meaſure propoſed; it is not in the leaders of the 
people that ſuch a zeal is to be found; no, the in- 
fluence of private ambition actuatestheir conduct; 
the diſappointed purſuit of emoluments, that, 
while conferred on other men, are made the pre- 
text for their ſeditious murmurs, is the real and 
genuine amount of their grievances. It is not 
from thoſe of whoſe corruption we even now 
complain that we can hope to receive redreſs, 
why therefore demand it from their hands? From · 
the King alone it is that we may look for it with 
propriety ; for beſides that he is the only power 
on which the conſtitution directs us to rely, if 
there be a patriot in this country he is now upon 
the throne: The King, was not only the firſt, 
the greateſt, and the beſt, but, he was ſorry to 
ſay it, he believed he was the onLy patriot = 
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this country. But it is yet more immediately 
from ourſelves that we ſhould ſeek for the ad · 
vantages that we are now purſuing by ſuch in- 
adequate means. The body of the people is 
corrupt; the principles of the electors are cor - 
rupt; let them return to virtue, and chooſe for 
their repreſentatives diſcreet and diſpaſſionate 
men, ſuch men as are recommended to their 
choice by the writ of election, for theſe alone 
are the legal means of checking unconſtitutional 
influence, and ſecuring the liberties of this coun- 
try. Their danger does not proceed from the 
quarter that is ſtruck at by the petition, which 
is a meaſure much more likely to prove fatal to 
them than any of which it complains. But, on 
what miſtake concerning our conſtitution do we 
found an application to the lower Houſe of Par- 
liament, to make the King accountable to their 
authority for the manner in which he ſhall chooſe 
to diſpoſe of the money that has been granted 
to him? Under what error do we call on them 
to inveſtigate the influence, to control the power. 
or to interfere with the exexciſe of the power of 
- the King? On what grounds can the petition to 
the Houſe of Commons pretend to propriety ? 
On this opinion alone it can be grounded, that 
the King is the ſervant of the people ; but this 
opinion is not founded in truth; it is a narrow, 
a little, and a mean idea; the King is not the 
ſervant of the people; he is their ſoul; he is the 
ſoul of the conſtitution; from him and him 
| alone 
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alone the conſtitution derives its energy; from 
him alone the operations of the ſtate derive their 
efficacy ; he is the life, the ſoul, the very exiſts 
ence of the conſtitution ;" and ſhall we then ens 
deavour to obſtruct his operations, and ſac for a 
reſtraint to be put upon the very principle of 
our political life? No, we ſhould, he confidently 
truſted adopt a wiſer and a more conſtitutional 
courſe ; we ſhould reject the petition ſo. ill cal · 
culated to procure any one conſtitutional benefit 
to the ſtate, a petition only calculated, by en- 
croachments on his jutt authority, and with the 
language of complaint, to inflict ſtill farther 
anxiety upon the benevolent heart of our graci: 
ous Sovereign, in an hour when he is on every 
ſide ſurrounded by the moſt arduous difficulties. 
To theſe it is not the part of dutiful and affec> 
tionate ſubjects to add, but on the contrary to 
contribute their utmoſt endeavours to extricate 
him from them; to the petition framed for ſuch 
purpoſes therefore as this propoſed for our 
adpption, he would on theſe principles for ever 
ba himſelf. Let us unanimouſly join to re» 


it, and, in the place of an unconſtitutional 
application to Parliament, ſubſtitute an addreſs 
to the throne expreflive of our loyalty to the 

beſt of Princes, our unlimited confidence in the 

wiſdom and firmneſs of his adminiſtration, out 

veal to contribute our whole ſtrength to the ſup» 

port of his Government, and our determined 

| 4 with ſuch meaſures as 


his 


FJ 


his paternal wiſdom ſhall judge fit to be adopted 
for the maintenance of our conſtitution and the 
defence of the ſtate. It is only ſuch a meaſure 
as this that ought to be adopted by the preſent 
meeting, and while he reprobated the petition, 
it was only to ſuch a meaſure as this that he was 
ready to contribute his moſt hearty concurrence, 

Mr. Tux N ER ſucceeded Mr. Smelt, for whom 
he expreſſed the warmeſt aſſection as his friend 
and his relation ; he nevertheleſs lamented the 
influence of a court upon the-ſentiments of a 
man, whom he had always conſidered before as 
a friend to liberty, and a zealous enemy to every 
ſpecies of corruption. He did not doubt but 
that ſome part of Mr, Smelt's charge againſt 
Whig adminiſtrations might be true, becauſe a 
Whig in power was very often like a Tory. 
He now read a long, a very long liſt of penſions 
and exorbitant ſalaries, and declared that even 
the proxies of the Lords, whom he called the 
Upper Houſe of Corruption, had their prices. 
He aſſerted therefore the right of the people to 
demand an account of the money which they 
had themſelves granted, and ſaid that, however 
impracticable, it was conſtitutional that one 
branch of Legiſlature ſhould control another. 
That the Crown had obtained an -xceflive in- 
fluence, he would not ſay that the Kine had, 
for he cenſured and lamented the indelicacy of 
Mr. Smelt in having brought his perſon into 
the queſtion ; but he again averred that the in. 
| fluence - 
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fluence of the Crown was ſuch as to have bought 
up the repreſentatives, and taken away from the 
people all their natural power; that to contra- 
dict this was a mean ſtate hypocriſy, a meer 
cloak, which, like the juggling of popery, was 
uſed only to cover ſnares and every other ſpe- 
cies of fraud, | e 
Mr. HiLL roſe next; he objected to Mr. 
Smelt's direct mention of the Royal name, as 
diſreſpe&ful to the King in bringing it forward, 
when his Miniſters only came under the cenſure 
- of the aflembly ; and indelicate to the meeting, 
as tending to intimidate his hearers. The King, 
he doubted not, might be a patriot ; it was the 
undue influence of his Miniſters that excited 
our indignation ; it was their miſconduct that 
was univerſally felt, He acknowledged Mr. 
Smelt's aſſertion that we want protection from 
the Crown: The loſs of half our dominions, 
and the wretched ſtate of the remainder, too 
clearly prove that we do want protection. He 
averred that the majority in the Houſe of Com- 
mons was maintained by an undue influence, 
and that as to the ſelfiſh principles which, ac- 
cording to Mr. Smelt's doctrine, governed the 
people, and deſcended even to the choice of Co- 
roners, they could be more truly objected to 
Government, who had interfered in elections by 
quo warranto and the disfranchiſement of electors. 
He inſtanced this in the caſe of Portſmouth, By 
this inſtance alſo, which Sir William 1 
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thin any other 


rived from the control of Parliament over the 
executive power was withdrawn, «this control- 
ling power of the legiſlative body being in a 
manner abſorbed by the executive. He was 
happy to find. an oppoſition to the petition pro- 


_ poſed, and ſtill more ſo that it came from the 


narrow quarter of the King's friends,a name aſſum- 
ed by men who were leaſt of all entitled to it. 
He could not well underſtand Mr. Smelt's attack 
on Whiggiſm, as by the operation of Whiggiſm 
the preſent family was ſeated on the throne. 
He could eaſily inter from it, that Mr: Smelt-was 
not (as he had aftirmed) of no party, for his vio- 
lent oppoſition to Whigs ſhowed that he was of 
the contrary party; and hence he deduced a me- 
lancholyprefage of a future reign,which, from the 
doctrines that muſt have been inſtilled into the 
Prince of Wales, he greatly feared might become 
more oppreſſive than even that under which we 
ſuffer the grievances we now complain of. He 
touched on the profit of 80,0001. to Lord Cado- 


gan on a late coinage, and affirmed that Dr. 


Franklin had urged this very inſtance of Engliſh ' 


extravagance to Holland as a ground for a loan to 


America, 


_ —— 
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America. He now thought he had a right to 
demand the opinion of Sir George Savile (Who 
repreſented Yorkſhire) upon the enormous in- 
fluence of the Crown, and called on him to come 
forward and declare his. knowledge on the fubs 
jet. He quoted Lord Bacon's aſſertion, that 
virtuous men who have not children have been 
frequently known to adopt their country, and 
conſider 'it with a parental affection z. 1 he 
moſt juſtly applied to 
Sir Gon SaviLt, who now came Pan 
and ſaid, that he had not originally intended to 
have ſpoken, but that being ſo urgently called 
upon by one of his conſtituents, he ſhould now 
deem ſilence a ſpecies of high-treaſon againſt the 


| Majeſty of the People. He declared that having 


long fat in Parliament in an uncomfortable, 
chearleſs, and ineffectual minority; and at the 
ſame time, uncertain whether his conduct was 
agreeable to the ſentiments of thoſe whom he 


repreſented, he had long ardently wiſhed, that 


he had even hungered and thirſted for ſome 
ſuch meaſure as the preſent, and that now it 
was an infinite ſatisfaction to him to find him- 
ſelf juſtified by the declared ſenſe of his con- 
ſtituents. To the influence of the Miniſter, 
he ſaid, he could not indeed adduce the legal 
evidence of Weſtminſter-Hall, but that it was 
one of thoſe facts the public notoriety of which 
might juſtify the inferences that were drawn 
from them, and that a man who now * 

r 
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catalogue of lofles, and ii, upon inquiry into the 


2 1 
for the teaſor-of-6/ miniſterial vote in any other 
way than that of influence, would: be; univer- 
ally derided for his Amplicity, as being a mere 
Parſon Adams. He now replied to the only three 
arguments that bad been urged againſt the peti. 
tion: To the firſt, that not we but Parliament 
muſt redreſs the grievances complained of; he 
— — * was ta 


points f miſmanagement, — 

of the "country was a ſuſſicient evidence of a 
want of integrity in the conduct of ita finances. 
If a ſteward, for inſtance, to à private: perſon, 
ſhould, inſtead of profits, return only an annual 


cauſe, it could not be lehrned from his diſtracted 
account he deſired to know whether a charge 
of would not lie againſt him. 
and whether his employer, unable to 
ſpecify the. particular circumſtances of his neg- 
lect, would not be juſtiſied, 


, on che general ap- 
pearances, and a tertainty of his being unprofit- 
able to his affairs, for diſmiſſing him from his 
truſt as an unfaithful forvant To the, ird 
objection, which was the impropriety of a Par- 
llamentary interference with the Royal revenue, 
he briefly oppoſed, that the revenues were granted 


by,and-were eee unde the.controul.. . 


of Parliament, . 
1 Ht Sir 


1 

Sir James Nonclirre roſe next, and deter. 
mining to imitate Mr. Smelt's addreſs to the 
meeting in only two circumſtances, firſt, like 
him, recorded ſome particulars of. his owns life: 
This, he ſaid, had its commencement on the 
other ſide of the Tweed ; that his firſt entrance 
into this country was in the train of his late 
Royal Highneſs the Duke of Cumberland, when 
he returned from conquering tlie Pretender and 
his adherents; that in conſideration of the aſſiſt- 
ance the Duke had received from his family, 
and their zealous attachment to the ſucceſſion of 
the Houſe of Hanover, he was then (though 
very young) taken under the protection and pa- 
tronage of his Highneſs ; that having long ſerved 
in the army, and now ſeen a much younger offi- 
cer (though much more dloſely connected with 

his countryman, the Earl of Bute) put over his 
head, he had retired on half-pay, which, as Mr. 
Smelt had reſigned. his he would imme · 
diately order to be ſtruck off the liſt. He wiſhed 
to. avoid all abſtract doctrines concerning the 
Crown; apprehended that the King, as foul of 
the conſtitution, had ſufficient power; but, if not, 
he did not ſee how it was poſlible to. give him 
more. Of the extent of his he then 
produced many inſtances, and hoped that the 
power of granting ſupplies might ſtill be reſerved 
to the people, otherwiſe b — 
in the ſcale, and loſe their conſtitutional import - 
ance; that it was their right, and conſequentiy 
that m 
; 7 t 
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bad replied to ſeveral, Fran the 
courſe of the debate. One of the. ſpeeches in- 
deed, which he had heard, — obſerved was ſo 
extraordinary. in its nature, that he ou not 
an ee 
He therefore would 
meeting while he went = 
doctrines maintained by Mr, . EN 
though he was ready, to pay every tribute of 
applauſe to the private charaQer of that gentle- 
man, he could not help lamenting that one who 
e ented to him as a very 
AT Dd ones. © incl in the 
Peach be tap E e frit table no- 
tice of an —— 4 which 
youred to inſinunte, 


adopted at the meeting originated in the ming. 
rity. This, Mr. Wyyill had controverted,, and 
he, as one of the oppoſition, could affure thi 
R chat this e 2 
W falſe. rake TAR. 
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Air. Sarelt had aflertert that dhe influence" of 


and proteoneaiF # 05 Wer is enjoyed in 
France; in Spain; and every other deſpotic go- 
vernment, for every government holds out feeu- 
arenen e eee, Liberty really 
conſiſts ry the right we 1 of defending our. 
ſelves, andi bf fedreſſing our own G 
* As to Wat lad been faid about the veil drawn 
before Majeſty, &c. &c. he ſuppoſed Mr. Sitidt 
altnded tb foine arcandm imperii, of which, in the 
conſtitution bf the Eng liſh e de pro- 
teſſe HimMelf to be entitely 1 oy brat wn 
" Mr:Smat had dwelt m den öpon a rn 1 
Ubi by the civility of: but; law, "the 
©Xing Cin do nb wrong; 4 li whith 
taken Nterally, Was ue Baſpbettos, x 
at : belt i in eke a queltion not fi.to to be x apitate 
in quiet times like the preſents" 1 e 
He thought that Mr. Smit Jodt ds a 
well not to have Aid ab y Wing cohcethiny the 
former ſtate of vo, the ate tranſa tions 
in the channel might Bayer rendeted his filence nc 
on that head at leaſt 2 meaſu re of. prudence: ' _ 
"What had been aid of Lord, Chatham 19 55 
— might as. well have been omitted ; ay ip p 
r 


an man pre to judge of 
rw. 1 10 Chatham“ 


LI 
a d ae ee eee en eee. 
been:tried+in- | 


To the attempt-wade 40, Member be origin of 
our miluence of the Crown, 


to the abandoned ſelſiſhneſa of the electorat he 
replied, if the Crown, had never-golleſſed this 


exorditant: inſidence, the oleters would, have 
been uncarrupted x and +14 alwaye appeared c 
him; that the web eſſectual methodbaf eanming 
the torrent of-agrruption, Was by attacking the 
ſources. 1 For has part, he; cauid not admit the 


truth of che ſyſtem Which had been ſtated w0 be . 


Lord Orford's, wit hat eycry inan bad; bis 
rice If chis-was Lord Ortord's ſyßtem, or 


be it the ye of whom: it mn be would he 
bold to pronounce it A DAMNABLE SYSTEM. 


„ And:though he hore. 8 part.of ;the pete ions 
oppglitionz/as, a 


on upon the 

'narrow;pringlple. of el, he 
— body, 2nd dedare chat he fi 
- believed. the. 2 
de would fut 2 . 
this kingdom weulck never —— 
tion. He here wok notice hat Mr, 


— * 
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Smet, 


after bringing tha Kings perſen into queſtjon, - 


had made ſeveral r 
corning him chat he way/thie;0ny patrigt'in 


the kingdom. &6 Kc. For my pars (canti- 
nued he) Lill not-flatter che Ring, I will Gay 


nothing of his ꝓatrlotiſm. “ Austher of 
2 chat! * dener. 
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vant of the people was a mean Idea.” Did che 
an mean to revive che eploded tenet of 
the ju diuinum ; Or did be mean to deny that 
2 originally from the people? 
and — by Mr. Smelt, he adver- 
ted to the petiron itſelf, whith he obſerved ws 

addrofied-to the Commons by the Ginilemen; Clergy, 
and Nyurholdlert; he begged to know if it was in- 
tended to petition the Houſe of Lords? To this 
he ſawy no objection, and thought it would be 
right for rte, at all events, to ſign the 
preſent petition, as by that means wr Rould 
commit them, and have them · Bound by the 
ſtrongeſt ties to follow the ſume Une of conduct, 
Ir ever they ſhould themlelyes come into Ad- 
iſtration,” MIA AA SN OROI(q 1 Hh! og | 
Mr. Wenk then came forward! and 
leave to reply'to'Mr. Sttielt'? Te. "his" afſertion, 
-that it was improper fo Parliamènt, hen It 84d 
\granted an income of 900, bl. a heir to the 
' Crown) to terfere with the” S 
mone. g h the weight of precedent; In 
the reign of King William III. um ifiſtance ef Pat- 
lamentary — occurred, Which 1 
Het the petition; and in lone teſpects was eben 

a ſtronger caſe. It — near ry tone 
thut reign," when the nation was at 
had begun to-Tecover from 5050 2 
ſequences of che preceding war. At that time 
the army was ſuffered to be drep in arrear,'thd 
"he forfeited lands, inſtead of having been ap- 


plied 
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"lied to the public ſervice, were-found to have 

been granted among the favourites of the King. 
— miſconduct, Parliament was juſtly offend- 
ed; a bill for the reſumption of thoſe, lands was 
brought in, and ſoop after paſſed into a law — 
But ſurely: the interference of Parliament at pre- 
ſent was more evidently neceſſary. The nation 
was engaged in a widely extended and dangerous 
war; it was diſtreſſed by an immenſe accumulation 
of debts and taxes, and nothing but — 
gid: ceconomy; could: prevent our ruin. 

With reſpect t6 Mr. Smelt's panegyrie on the 
King, he would not diſpute the propriety. of it ; | 
but he derived from it ſome hope of an imme- 
diate compliance with the prayer af the petition. 
A patriot King muſt eſteem himſelf happy in the 

opportunity it would afford him to gratify his 
ſubjects by redrefling their juſt complaints. He 

| hoped the conduct ob the people: that day would 
ſufficiently. repel the ĩnvidious and uneomfort- 
able repreſentation that had been made of them; 
and that it vould appear from their meaſures, 
that they had not met to promote the narrow 
views of a party, hut to effect a reformation of 
great public abuſes, and thus ſecure a laſting be- 

nefit to the country. That the petition, was a 
meaſure well calculated to promote that conftitu- 
tional redreſ which was become neceſſary; and 

that by their concurrence and eſfectual ſupport 
of it, theyſhould demonſtrate that a conliderable 
portion of public ſpirit, ——— 

tue, ſtill remained among them. 1 

Cy | e 
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Fe therefore moved; en eee 
now be put. 

-MroGodmncts deflriattb lane n andern 
that he moſt heartily aſſented to the prayer of 
the petition, as he believed there is no country on 
earth in which ſo much public money is diverted 
from public purpoſes into the pockets of indivi- 
duals; but that while he. aſſented to the prayer, 
he did not equally aſſent to all the allegations. 
He conſidered, for inſtance, à declaration that 
we are an impoveriſhed country, as neither true 

im itſelf, as he believed we have fill great re- 

ſourees, nor at this time wiſely divulged, 25 it 

_ at one time defpirit the people, and give 

ourage to our enemies: He farther urged, that 

5 de Ne ere ee voted; and that the 

worſt conſequences muſt attend che honour. of 

Parliament, and the intereſt of the country, if 

in the preſent ſtate of our affairs a ſtop ſhould 

be put to che operations of government till the 

grievances alledged in the petition ſhould be re- 
dreſſed. He now read a'petitiony « dar up by 

himſelf, upon theſe principles. oF 

Mr. WYVvII L obſerved upon Mr. Goodridke's 
laſt objection, and obviated its force by pointing 

out that the petition did not make any ſuch ex- 
tenſive demand, and that it only deſired eſfectual 
meaſures might be inſtituted, not carried into 
Inſtantaneous effett, and this too only before the 
grant of any additional ſums 2 money. 
The queſtion was now put, 9 1 

carried in the aflirmative. 1 4 7s BENE 
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Late s W, CHALONER, Eſq; Chairman 7 
the County Meeting, the zoth of December, 
1779s 4 to the ana whe of ear errant 
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My Lord. YORK, Dec. 30, 1. 
FE the honour, as Chairman of the | 
Meeting held at the Aſſemhi · Rooma in York 
1 day, to tranſmit to your Trp 0 ie fal- 
lowing Reſolution of that meetin 4 
olved, That the thanks of i be 


given to the Lords and Members of the Houſe 


of Commons preſent, who honour this petition 


with their ſupport ; and that the committee be 
directed to inſert à copy of this reſotutlon; in 


the papers, With the names of thoſe Lords 1 
n of che Houſe Daa annexed. 


* It 
* " 1 4 
14 1 * 1 14 1. # 1 Oe 


* ada dare alc 
: the Houſe of Commons, who had attended the meeting. 


2 ] 


It is with particular pleaſure that I convey this 
reſolution to your Lordſhip. I am, with the 
greateſt reſpect and confideration, 

_ My Lord, | Pon 
nm Lordfhip's rvant, 
| W. CHALONER. 


9 7 4 * ag © | 
Letter from by Manor i 8 10 


De 266950002 eee 205 PRA 
M former letter, wrote i Unten "WR 
| receiving the hotiour of your letter, con- 
R on the zoth 
of Dec December at Tork, 

WWould apprize you, that it was not proba- 
ble that the Peers, who had been preſent at the 
meeting, were likely to be together, till they 
meet on or about the 8th of this month. 
The Duke of Rutland and E. Effingham did 
not come to London till the night of the th. 
So that indeed this day, was the firſt time, we 


aaf of: ,, ne 
our 


8s] 

our public letter of thanks for the great honour 
done to us. EL 85 | 

I now incloſe to you the anſwer we have 
wrote, and I imagine you will forward it, after 
peruſing it, to the Committee, or to the Chairman 
of the Committee, now ſitting at York. Y 

I have only to add, that I am particulatly de- 
fired by the Peers, who bave ſignetd the anſwer, 
to expreſs their ſenſe of the very obliging man- 
ner in which you communicated to each of © 
them, the honour which had been done them. 

I beg leave to aſſure you, that I am, dear Sir, 
With great regard, 
Your moſt obedient 


TS 44 And ob r 
— dat Humble ſervant, ; 


Wedneſday night 
rebruarythe@th, . , 1.7  ROCKINGHAM. 
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The joint Letter af the Peers be had attended 

che County Meeting, in anſwer to W. Cha- 
boner, chu „ % laat mint Av3qzs of 
10 9153s 01 DIIRoinuiiioGy GOT Hie O1 on 
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fa Wu CH Eg; 


mel 
. nenen 
Tami if the MzzTiNG % NoBtLiTyy 
GENTLEMEN, CLERGY, and FREEHOLDERS, of 
the County of York, held at York on the 30th 
of IN 1779. | 


$I W 

W. have received with great pleaſure, and 
we acknowledge with the utmoſt gra- 
titude, the honour which has been done us by 
.the. Gentlemen and Freeholders lately alem. 

bled at Tork 
As men of property, we can bave no well un - 
derſtood intereſt but the common intereſt of the 


kingdom, and as Engliſhmen, (who hag 


— 


00 


happen when it is 


r 
that the beſt purt of bur intereſt is our ſhare iu 
the common liberty) we muſt wiſh with/yowto 
leflen the influence” of the Crown, which has 
not been 1eſs'miſeblevous to the Sovereign him- 
ſelf, that ge weine ae me by of the Con- 


ſtitution. Ade. 41 * b 11 
We are happy FR Geng that a 


| my which is neceſſary to reſtore yigour to the 


ſtate, furniſhes at the ſame time the moſt effec- 
tual ſecurity' to its*freedom.—Filled with theſe 
ſentiments,” (Which woe th the laſt we ſhall ever re- 
linquiſh) we "gladly take this opportunity of 
writing our names in teſtimony of our entire 


and hearty approbation of the Rae which 


prevailed at the meeting at you may 
be aſſured, Sir, that we ſhall, in our proper place 
of truſt in the Conſtitution promote, and ever as 
Engliſhmen exert ourſelves in gi. eh of mo 


4a - 'T FS _ % 


rally rare; no 2 for their 
own private purpoſes can produce it, but while 
the true character of an Engliſbnian is at all 
kept up in this country, that interpoſition, maſt 

really callod r and thent 7 
artifices can prevent it. | 

Peers, and the more immediate Heprefina- 

tives of the people, inſtead of being conſtrained 
or ſaperſeded'i in their parliamentary. capacity, 


ſuch reſpectable interpoſition, will be N 
* animated 


—- 


. [ 466 ] 


animated and aſſiſted by it, if W 
their duty. i 
| We have the honour to be, R= 
ene — Sir, N 
” Tour moſt obedient, 
And vey dowd.” vt og wg 
DEVONSHIRE, - 
| - ... RUTLAND, .... 
. © \ .. ROCKINGHAM, 
| EFFINGHAM, _. 3 
— 
EGREMONT, 
FITZWILLIAM. . 
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' fo Paper IV. | 
Letter from W. n Ei. ar Ota, 
| Savu f, Bart. 0 
— — | 


| GuisBrOVGH, by. North Allerton, ET 7 1780. 
l, BEit. 
Have the . as Gnas of the County 
Meeting held at the Aſſembly-Room in York, 
on the zoth of December, 1779, to tranſmit to 
you the following Reſolution of that meeting. 
| Reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting be 
given to the Lords and Members of the ous 


A Sa Accs a * 


3 
of Commons preſent, who honoured this peti- 
tion with their ſupport ; and that the Commit» 
tee be directed to inſert a copy of this Reſolution 
in the papers, with the names'of thoſe Lords and 
Members of the Houſe of Commons annexed. 
Another Reſolution was voted which I am 
ſorry to find is not in the printed account of 
the proceedings, viz. Reſolved, That the thanks 
of this meeting be given to nnn 
Bart. for his ſpeech. i 
It is with particular pleaſure chat 1 convey 
theſe reſolutions to you, and I am with the 
greateſt eſteem; and reſpect, Sir, ; 
Tour humble ſervant, n 
W. CHALONER., 


| Pie v. 
Letter fron Sir 0. SAVILE „w. Canes, 27. 


5 2 e 1 r 17, 1780. 
ir, 1527 | 
Had e the W of receiving your 
obliging letter of the 7th inſtant, in which 
you tranſmit to me the Reſolution of the Meet- 
ing held at York, on the-3oth of December, re- 
ſpecting the Members of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment who were preſent at that meeting. 
9 | % At 


8 

At the fame time that I deſire to expreſi to 
vou Sir, how ſenſible I am of the part which 
falls to my ſhare of this very honourable notice 
give me leave to add, that, as the ſervant of the 
county, I atcept it as 2 particular mark of favour 
from my conſtituents beyond! en 1 had way 

title to look for or expect. 
For the opportunities are i fow that the Re- 
tative has of communicating with large 
ies of his conſtituents on their mòſt impor- 
tant public concerns: that it would be à ſtrange 
negligence indeed, not ſolicitouſſy to embrace 
every opportunity of knowing their opinions, 
ſentiments, and 1 reſpecting great public 

meaſures. 

But more 1 ſo on ſuch an occaſion as 
this; when not only a very large number of my 
electors were likely to be aſſembled; but where 
the profeſſed object was, to call for a. reforma- 
tion of abuſes of the moſt fatal tendeney ; and 


at a time too, when (conſidering the price we. 


have paid) public affairs wear a very melancholy 
and unpromiling aſpect. 

When therefore a very reſpectable body, con- 
ceiving their properties to be ſported with, and 
laviſhed to the worſt of purpoſes, called out for 
ſome limits to be ſet. to extravagance, and. ex- 
preſſed their wiſhes that the ſources af corrup- 
tion might, at leaſt in ſome degree, be dimi- 
niſhed, it ſurely would have betrayed a ſtrange 
forgetfulneſs of his duty in their nag 


= &@ o&@ may Doo. 


1 1] 
had he not attended and joined in the general 
voice for the atrainment of ſuch an 

J moſt heartily wiſh, nay I will venture to 
entertain ſome hope, that the voice of à com- 
plaining people will be attended to; and that 
every beneficial- conſequence may enſue which 
the moſt ſanguine can promiſe themſelves from 
an application ſo conſtitutionally Wer. 80 ps 
rately made. | 

I have the honour to be, 
With the greateſt r 
Sir, your much obliged, 
Moſt obedient, humble ſervant, 
3 G..SAVILE. 


„ : * 
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Paper VI. 


Letter from W. CHaLONER, Ef, to the Rev. 
a Gs Wrviki. | 


—— —— N — 
- * Pa 


Dear Sir, - 

N looking over the liſt of the letters I wrote, 
as Chairman of the County Meeting, I find 

I have been guilty of a very groſs negle& in not 
tranſmitting to you the thanks of the meeting; 
this, I flatter myſelf, you will not impute to any 
intentional omiſſion on my part: I have how- _ 
D ever 


. 
ever now, though late, the ſatisfaction to aſſure 
you that, I believe, the meeting was not more 
unanimous in. the vote for the petition, than in 
the vote of thanks to the Worthy Planner and 
Supporter of it. | 

I am, dear Sir, &c. 
W. CHALONER, 


. 


. 
1 
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Paper VII. 


Reſolutions at a Meeting, on the 31/2 of December, 
t779, of the Committee, appointed by the Ge- 
neral Meeting of the County of York, on the 
30th of December, 1779. 


— — 3 
PRESENT, 
Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairman. 

Sir Robert Hildyard Mr. Ward 
Rev. William Cayley General Hale 
Sir James Norcliffe Mr. Chaloner 
Rev. John Bourne Mr. Withers. 
Mr. Hildyard = A Bandage 
Mr. Pool mith, New- "8 
Mr. Smyth of Heath Mr. Strickland 
Mr. Smith of Newland Mr. Jackſon 
Rev. Henry Zouch Rev. John Robinſon 
Mr. Dring Rev. Frederick Dodſworth 
Sir Watts Horton Mr. Elſley 
Mr, Foljambe Rev. John Michell ' 
Mr. Edmunds Sir W. Milner . 
Rev. William Maſon Mr. Thornton 
Mr. Tooker Rev. William Dealtry 


Mr, Hill x 


(8 1 


Reſolved, Tnat the expences which may bs 
incurred in circulating the Petition and carry- 

ing it before the Houſe of Commons, be de- 
frayed by this Committee, and ſuch other gen- 
tlemen of this county as may voluntarily con- 
tribute thereto. 

Reſolved, That ten engroſſed copies of the 
petition be circulated in the Weſt-Riding, fix in 
the North - Riding, four in the Eaſt-Riding, and 
two for the city of Vork and the —_ to be 
ſigned by the freeholders. _ 

Reſolved, That every freeholder, who ſigns 
the petition, fliall annex to his name the . e 
which entitles him to ſign. 

Reſolved, That the Committee wall meet 
once a fortnight, at the hour of eleven, at the 
Vork- Tavern; and that notice be given in the 
tiews-papers, that this Committee will meet on 
Friday the 14th of January, 1780. 

Reſolved, That the above Reſolutions bs. 
printed in the York news- papers. 

. N Chairman. 


* 


„ 8 ; | Paper VIII. 


— 
. 
. 
'$2 
* 1 
2 0 » p * . — 
„ Fad! . » & Su 44 4 


runs vin. 


Reſolutions vr # e Menting of rhe OO ik 
HT if York, on the 149 1 . 


1. 


e 
Rev. WILLIAM MASON, Chairmat 

Rey, Willa Dee Rev. W. Comber 

Mr. St. b Quoc Sir James Noreliſſe 

Mr. Croft Mr. St ö 

Mr. Dring 8 Rev. John Robinſon 
Mx. H. T Mr. Ba 

Mr. Elſley 7 =. Wile panel 
Mx. F. un ' My, Croft, jun. 


Reſolved, That the following gletters be ſent to 
the ſeveral gentlemen to whom they are directed. 


Your-Tavanny Jan. 24% 7280. 


IT having been mentioned to the Com- 
mittee, this day, that the copy of the petition 
ſent to Beverley is not in proper hands, and 
hitherto remains unſigned: the Committee have 
deſired me to write to you, as a friend to the 
cauſe in which we are embarked, to requeſt that 
you would take the petition under your protec- 
tion, and promote the ſigning of it as far as in 
your power. I am, Sir, &c. &c. 

| WM. MASON, Chairman. 


To Joun Couxrxav, Eſq; Beverley. 


b a” 0 


SS mx 
7 R ow 


= 


the ttee now fitting; and er 


eee een 


f 3 3 
Dr 22919 a n tg . 


I HAVE eat the contents 
of your two letters, received this morning, to 


queſt that you would preſent their to 
Sir George Savile, and deſire him to give you 
encing th as to the moſt proper time of pre- 


8 to the Houſe. 
an e to favour me with a letter, directed to 


e "IIA 


The Ive to RY by Ae ana ara my | 


> en 


| Your rut, N A, 


Biry' 1 
THE S belng informed that Sir 


J. Legard hay left the country, to whom the 


petition was entruſted to be forwarded to Scar - 
borough 


and the towns adjacent, they requeſt 
that you, as 'n well wither-to the cauſe, would. 


take the petition under your protection, and 


promote the ſigning of it us far at in-your power. 
I ann; Sir, &c. &c. 
W. MASON, | Chairman of the Committee 


Hat! 9 for this da. 
D 3 P.8. A 


K 


Fs. A ſimilar letter is wrote to Mr. Halley 
and Mr. Maling. | 
To PLaxTON Digx180N, Efq;. Scarbroy. . 3 

The ſame letter, mutatis mptan Mn 
Rally wy . ee A ee "a 


I. AT QF; 3; QAIOO PI 
3 renek Terres, fan. i 15 "x76. | 
A8 no unden 'of the Cotmmittec has 
declined, and as the number of gentlemen here 
met does not come up to That of twenty. one, 
which was the number ſpeciſied, in the firſt re- 
ſolution, to form an acting Cömmittee: iam 
deſired, by thoſe here met, to inform you that 
they do not think themſelves authorized to 
make any alteration or addition to the names 
flürſt appointed at the General Meeting. 
] am, Six, &c. xc f 
W. MASON, Chairman for this day, 


£00 65. i4 5 4 53", 
| P. 8. Ton dion cotrnming the meaniog 
and extent of the Aſſociation, you will find an- 
ſwered in the Vork Chronicle of ta-day, in a 
letter to the printer, figned-5* A -Freebolder of 
Toritſbire. Nothing has been done on that bu- 
ſineſs this day for want of number s. 
| al 5 * lam, Sir, &c. | F 
ein 12-0008 MASON. 
To 1. 8. dee k! Newland, | 


Sir, 


\ 


14 1 J 
nen 

Sir, xitsh, 2x5 2127 > 

I is the ſens of the gentlemen hers wet 
that, for the-reaſans you aflign, you ma poſt- 
pone ſending the petition hack till you have got 
as many ſignatures as you can; unleſs yon hear 
to the contrary from the Committee, who are 
not yet reſolved what ia the moſt proper time 
for ſending it to their members, but will come 
to a determination on that point next Fri. 


1 am, Sir, &c. Kc. 
W. MASON; Chairman for this tay. 
To Mr. Buex of Thornhill. 
/ | 3 | 
* a — —— 
4 Reſolved, That it. Is/not:within the power or 


authority of this Committee to determine the 
point which Mr. Taylor of Hull has conſulted 
us about, in his very ſenſiblo letter of January 
1780. We can only declare it a4 gur opinion 
that a petition ſimilar to ours, ſigned by ſuch 
gentlemen, copyhalders, merchants, and ſubſtan- 
tial tradeſmen, not freeholders, and attached to 
the general one, would be very ſerviceable to 
the common cauſe. 
RNeſolved; That the Chairman of this Com- 
mittee tranſmit the adoverreſiudicg, by the —_ 
poſt, to Mr. Taylor of Hull. 

Reſol vel, That the next meeting of the eu 
mittes be held at the Tork - Tavern, * 

24 . 


/ 


to incloſe, you will 


= 1 6 ] 


the 2 pſt inſtant, at vleven o'clock in the morn- 
ing, when the members are deſired to attend on 
ſpecial buſmeſs; and that the Chairman tranſmit 


| fo te og pe apt 1 


preſent this dap. : 
Reſolved, That though they: pre- 
ſent at the meeting of che Committee this day 
judged it expedient, for the public ſervice, tlut 
they ſhould proceed to bufineſs; yet, as tlivir 
number is les than twenty- one, they hereby 
declare their acts of this day to be ſubject to the 
cargo a e ofthe next full Committee, 


W. MASON, Chairman, 


_- 


Paper A 8 1 
Letter 10 i eee of Fay ae of York 
Jauss TownsznD, Eſq; RE) the 
Committee Y the ann anne 
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| 'Buvcs Cartes. Jan, 24 1780. 
Sir, 


B the publication 1 have the honour 
ceive, and I truſt with 
ſatisfaction, that the Freeholders of Middleſex at 
their meeting moſt readily accepted, for the mo- 


| o — 


tw) 

adopted by the county of Tork; and it is with 
pleaſure, that by the direction of the Committee 
for this county, Inowopen a correſpondence with 
you, Sir, as Chairman of the Yark Committee. 

In this early ſtage of theſe meetings, complete 
propaſitions cannot be expected: Inquiry and 
deliberation will probably, at preſent, employ 
the ſeveral Committees of counties throughout 
England; it is therefore only neceſſary for me 
to aflure you that the Cainmittee for this county 
will be at all times very happy to communicate 
with the York Committee” by correſpondence, 
and perfonal intercourſe by deputation, when - 
ever either may be deemed SOR. fox 
the public. 


h i Jas TOWNSEND, 
10 wunde RY bs Frag. 


nere, Jas 7. . 
"ink 


AE a very numerous and teſpectable 
- Meeting. of the Freeholders of the 
County of Middleſex, held here this 
* in purſuance of an air 1 
ment from the Sheriff. 


JAMES TOWNSEND, Eſa; was ——_ to the 
Chair — motion was made 
and ſeconded, and the queſtion being put, it 
was reſolved nem. con. 


THAT 2 Petition, ſimilar to that from the 
county of Vork, * preſented to the Honſe of 
Commons by the Cre? in Parliament 
for this county. 


* The petition was afterwards produced, read, 
and unanimouſly agreed to. 

It was likewiſe farther reſolved nem, con, 

THAT this meeting do approve of a National 
Aſſociation, on legal and conſtitutional grounds, 
to promote a reform in the expenditure of pub- 
Iic money; to reduce. all exorbitant emolu- 
ments; to reſcind and aboliſh all ſinecure * 

| an 


* 


18 ] 


and nme penſions; and to reſtore and ſe · 
_—_ to the pevple the freedom and independence | 
ko indilpenfably neceflary r che 

4 94. rn 
Reſolved nem. con. That a Committee of key 
three gentlemen be 'a appointed to carry on the 
neceſſary corteſpondence for effectually carrying 
on the object of the petition, and to propoſe 4 


plan for an Aſſociation on legal and conſtituti⸗ 
onal grounds, to fupport that laudable reform, 


and ſuch other meaſures as may condute to re}, 
ſtore the freedom of Tarkan To be we? gon 
ſented by the Chairman of the Commit 
this meeting, tö be held by adfournment, at 
Free Maſo Tavern, on Tueſday the 11th of 
April next. 
| e following” möflons were” then” 

made, thequeſtionput and agreed tounanimouſly. 

Reſolved, That- it is the Hate of this meeting, 

that ſuch members of both Houſes of Parliament 
as have dune. juſtice to their country by ſuggeſt- 


ing and ſupporting the above neceſlary meaſure, 
and ſhall continue to ſupport tho ſame by giving 


that unequivocal proof of their ſincere attachs 
ments to the welfare and intereſts of the people, 
are highly deſerving the public gratitude and 
affection 3 thereby eſtabliſhing — moſt ſolid 
claim to the "applauſe and. confidence of their 
country, and enſuring to themſelves the ready 
concurrence” and.;effectual MN pies o* the 
freeholders of this count. 

to 643% * Refilved, 


6 


141 


| giren 40 the flowing noble pers, wh /baye 
honoured it. with their prefence and. fu s 
His Grace the Duke of Portland, bal Ha a 
Land Cromer and Lord: Beaulieu bw 
 'Reſolved, That the thanks ef, h 
tention t6 the wiſhes of th f e 
bling the county. echalders, i * 
--Refalved, That the thanks of « this oh 
given to the Chairman 155 mgetin 
_ Redalved, Tha this meeting Band adjourned 
to Tueſday the 13th. of April next, to be we 
on — Tavern, Great { 


ab Tuber Wen 1 ime" yu 
Landes rs wt be lantaoey 
_—_— 7A York, onthe 2½% of Yaniary 7 79, e + 

— n 
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nme o. Seen Obit. 1 wt 
Yip Boyst . > 9 * 22 
* — * As Nr. Hildeard er 
| Nr. Oroft 180 — 5 20; 
10 „8. Sas, —. 

4 5 ; 5 Mr. Barlow Nd anl. 
| Mr./Wentworth , / 11111 

W. Dealt . General Hale 
Re WE „ Mr. Se. — 125Q02 
2 William Mafon ./ - , A „ „ 2 r •T 


2 Sir William Milner a 
1 | Mr, 


Reſolved, That this G 2Dprove 
the proceedings, of the thirteen Members of tl 
Committee on Friday the 14th of January) 
doth confirm the fame. 

Reſolved, That the ee of this 
mittee, Mr. H. Duncombe, Mr. Strickland 
Boynton, Mr. Withers, Rev. Mr. Maſon, Mr. 
Chaloner, Mr. Hildyard, Mr. Wilkinſon, Mr. 
Smith of Newland, be deſired; to draw up an 
explanatory paper, to be publiſhed in the Tork 
newſpapers as ſoon. as the petition has been pre - 
ſented to. Parliament, explaining the principal 
propoſitions: of the plan of affociation now un- 
der conſideration of this Committee, to be pre- 
ſented to the general meeting of the county on 
Eaſter Tueſday next enſuing; and to draw up an 
anſwer to the letter received from James Townſ- 
end, Eſq; Chairman of the Committee of Mid- 
dleſex; and to Sir G. Savile, and Edwin Laſ- 
celles, Eſa; and to communicate the thanks of 
this Committee to the Chairman of the meet- 

ings. of Middleſex and Hertford, and the Lord 
Mayor of the city of York. 

Reſolved, That a Committee of correſpond- 

ence, conſiſting of ſuch gentlemen of this Com- 

mittee as reſide in and near York, be efta- 

bliſhed to prepare anſwers to letters which may 
| be 


| 4 4 

be received * the adjournment of. this 
Committee, in order to be laid before this Com- 
mittee at their next meeting; and. that. thoſe 
. gentlemen be requeſted in th mean time to ac- 

knowledge the receipt of ſuch letters, and alſo 
to take ſuch meaſures as they may judge proper 
to promote the circulation and fuceels of the 
—_ :. 
Reſolved, That Sir" G. Savile, and Edwin 
Laſcelles, E Eſt; be requeſted to preſent, the peti- 
tion to Parliament. 
* "Reſolved, That it be recommended to the 
Sub-Committee of gentlemen reſiding in and 
near York, to give notice in the York papers, 
when the ſeveral copies of the petition are to be 
ſent back to York, in order to be connected 
together and tranſmitted to Sir George Savile 
as ſoon as the anſwer of Sir G. Savile is re- 
ceived what will be the proper time for pre- 
ſenting the petition to Parliament. 
| Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be returned to the frecholders of the counties 
of Middleſex and Hertford, and the Lord Mayor 
and Commonalty of the city of York, for their 
ſupport of the conſtitutional plan of the petition 
of this county, and for the additional honour 
of having adopted the very terms of their pe- | 
tition. 


615% 02 Aa 2260-04 RAO; 
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Reſolved, That the following letter be ſent 
to James Townſend, Eſq; Chairman of the * 
ing for the county of Middleſex. ER 

Sir, | 
A Committee of Freeholders 
of ſo extenſive a county as Yorkſhire, and that 
ſelected out of a numerous body from their di- 
ſtin& three Ridings, is not eaſily called together 
at the moment, and at this inclement ſeaſon 
was impracticable, otherwiſe, on the early in- 
formation of the public papers, concerning the 
late proceedings of the county of Middleſex, a 
letter from this Committee would have been 
written (ſome poſts before they had an -oppor- 
tunity of opening yours) to expreſs the very 
high ſenſe they have of the honour done to them 
by ſo important a body: of men; in not only 
adopting the meaſures, but the very terms: of 
their petition. The Committee met on this day, 
after directing me to communicate theſe their 
unanimous. ſentiments on this occaſion, have 
further ordered me to acquaint you, that the 
reſolutions of the Committee this day, will be 


communicated to you in a fe poſts, and that 


they ſhall be happy to enter into a correſpond- 
ence, and to receive the further communication 
of your ideas on the great national object we are 
jointly engaged in, either by deputation or 
otherwiſe, as occaſion may mutually dictate. 

5 have the honour to be; &c. 

C. WYVILL, 

Chairman of the Committee. 


Rn, 


b 1 
 Refblved, That the following letter be ent 
te Geert rials; Eſq; Chairman of the coun- 
ty meeting held u. r : 


Sir, 

| The Committee aſſembled this 
day at York cannot help obſerving, with great 
ſatisfaction, that the reſpectable county aof Herts 
ford have not only adopted the meafures re- 
ſolved upon at the Yorkſhire meeting, but alſo 
the very terms of their petition. They beg 
leave to expreſs their very high ſenſe of the 
honour done them by this reſolation, and to 
geclare their opinion of the good effects which 
May flow from à conformity of ſentiments and 
language upon the great conſtitutional que 
tions, in the ſeveral applications made to Par. 
liament by the counties and corporations of this 
kingdom. The Committec have farther directed 
me to acquaint you, that they ſhall be happy to 
enter into à correſpondence with the Commit» 
tee of the county of Hertford, and to receive 
the communication of their ideas on the great 

national object we are jointly re- 

have the honour, &c. 

: 27G WYVILL, 

„Chairman of the Committee. 


Reſolved, 


[G35 


Reſolved, That the following letter be Ant 
to the Right Hoa: the Lord Wife ei Lark. - 


My Lord; 

rue of ie Us 
mittee of the edunty of Tork, being this day 
aſſembled, beg leave to expreſs their ſenſe of the 
high honout eonferred on them by the city of 
York, in adopting not only the meaſure, but the 
very terins of the county petition.” They are 
very happy to have the concurrence of that an- 
cient city, in a matter of ſo great national con- 
cern; and will at any time communicate to your 
Lordſhip, or any perſon authorized by the Cor: 
poration, any further meaſures that may b 
hereafter agreed upon by the county, a 
eſſectually promoting the laudable reform. 
| I have the honour to ber fe. . | 
| | C. WWII, 
eee 


Reſolved, That the following letter be at 
to he OT 


—— 


N a 
the General County Meeting, beld at the Aﬀem- 
bly-Rooms in York, on the 3oth day of Decem- 
ber laſt, have authorized and directed me to 
communicate to you their unanimous requeſt, 
that you will, in conjunction with Edwin La- 
celles, Eſq; * 


Zir, 


4 
BH 


bs 1 
hank 15th We? Commons the petitfort 


agreed upon at that meeting, and ſince approved 


by the ſignature of a great number ot other 
. freeholders, your conſtituents. 
JE e the h 1 8 wry be, &c. 


© het had the following letter Ye js Vat 
fo Mr. Laſcelles, 


it Sir, 12 
- AETHOUGH Fa 3 — 
nt the honour from you that Sir Geo. 
Savite has conferred upon them, in anſwering 
their Chairman, Mr. Chaloner's letter, commu- 
nicating their reſolutions of the 30th of Decem- 
ber, yet, they think it their indiſpenſable duty 
to requeſt that you.(as one of the Repreſenta- 
tives of the county) will be pleaſed to preſent 


v3 72, wt 


their petition. 
| I have the honour to be, &c. 5 
C. WIXTVI I. 
Chairman of the Committee. 


* Reſolved, That certain heads of an Aﬀocia- 
tion read this day, be referred to the future 
conſideration of this Committee, on Saturday 


the 25th of March, as containing propoſitions 


on which a plan may be prepared, proper to be 


preſented t to the general meeting on Eaſter· | 
Tueſda 


* T Reſolved, 


— = 1 1 1 


* — F —_— n _ 
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tory 


Reſolved, That the following heads 
(cok, Tat Goin hae of 


— Jy 
tad {is nb K 
h n e ene Jy . 1780. 


Te Committee of. ſixty- one gentlemen, apy 
pointed by a reſolution of the general meeting 
of this county, held on the zoth day of Decems 
ber 1779, having this day taken into their ſeri. 
ous conſideration the truſt repoſed in them by 
the general meeting, do profeſs and detlare to 
the public that they conceive an effeftual re- 
form in the expenditure of public money, and 
other meaſures tending to reſtore the freedom 
of Parliament, can only be expected from the 
unanimous application and ſupport. of i 
dent men throughout the kingdom; and they 
think it their duty to explain to the public, 
that a plan for uniting che independent part of 
this county in a legal and conſtitutional Aﬀocia- 
tion to ſupport the object of the petition, and 
to promote regulations for ſhortening the du- 
ration of Parliaments, and for obtaining a more 
equal repreſentation. of the people, hath been 
ſubmitted to the conſideration of this Commit- 
tee. And it was propoſed that the application 
for thoſe ſalutary regulations be ſupported in a 
legal and vacific way, by engaging not to vote 
for any candidate at any future election for this 
county, or any other county or place in Parlia- 

E 2 ment, 


the propriety of ſubmitting thoſe propoſitions, 


*I, A. B. do promiſe e 
« word of x man of honour, that I will fup- 
. 4 port the propoſitions for ir} 


<« duration of Parliaments; and for c 
A more equal repreſentation of the _ 

, fin 4 parliamentary way, to the \numeſt of 
Ne 


And we declare farther, that we conceive this 


6a contains propoſitions on which 'a proper 
orm of Aſſociation for promoting thoſe conſti. 


tutional improyements may be framed, and that 


with the neceflary amendments to the 
meeting on Eaſter Tueſday, will be 
by this Committee on Saturday the 5th of 
March next, 
© Reſolved, That this meeting be adjourned to 
Friday the 11th day of February next. | 
C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


1 


wy I 


Reſolutions at @ Meeting of the Sub-Committee 


75 County of York, & the 24h of January, 
1780, 


K 3 * 

: c F S«H 9980 
: 4 
3 ö 


| n 


1 
wen eng e | 


Sir, 

THE Committee of « 
appointed by the County Committee of ſixty- 
one, aſſembled here on Friday laſt, have directed 
me to return you thanks, in their names, for 
the very active zeal you have ſhewn in ſupport - 
of the County Petition; and they hold them- 
ſelves very ſingularly obliged to you for having 
procured a duplicate gat —— 
it to the freeholders in your n 
ſign. The gentlemen ofthis Conmittee fading 
great induſtry 1 been exerted in different parts 
of the county, by the intereſted enemies of the 
petition, to prevent its getting a numerous ſig - 

E 3 Pature, 


191 
2 
have done them. . 

I am, Sir, 
Your's, c. 
; "WM, STRICELAND, Chairman 
for the day. 


Reſolved, That the following letter be wrote 
to Sir William Milner, 


Your, Jan. 24, 1780. 


Sir, 
| HAVING received information that 
there are ſeveral places, and particularly below 
Selby, at which the Petition has not been, ow. 
ing to Mr. Pritchard having left the country: 
The gentlemen of the Sub- Committee, met this 
day, requeſt you to forward the Petition to what 
places you think proper, for the more 
preſenting the Petition to every freeholder. 
I am, Sir, 
| Your very obedient 
Humble ſervant, 
WM. STRICKLAND of Boynton 
| Chairman for the day. 


P. 8. u ee ie roger you may ſend for 
one of the duplicates with Meſirs. fit. 
chard or Stovin. 


4 
* — * 4 
. * - 


fm) 
Reload, hat the flowing lee: be fot 


to Gamaliel Lloyd, Eſq; of Lede. bs 
4 | bree my 24, 2780. 

Sizg.. 
for condycting the 


Y orkſbire Petition, had the honour of your let- 
ter of the 20th inſtant, and think the public and 
themſelves much obliged to you for concurring 
with them in the yirtuous principles they have 
ſent forward intq. the world. They are very 
glad to hear that you have entered ſo far into 
the ſpirit of the meaſure as to form a Club for 
the better carrying it into execution, and think 
that a correſpondence with your friends in the 
great towns of Mancheſter, Liverpool, Notting- 
ham, Norwich, Birmingham, Exeter, &c. 2s you 
propoſe muſt have a good effect, as example is 
always the beſt method of recommending, and 
we are ſure, that by the ſpecimen | before us, our 
Petition and its probable conſequences cannot bg 
better enforced than by yourielf. We ſhould 
have been happy to have given you the ſatisfac- 
tion you deſire in regard to the queſtion, Whe- 
ther it is ſed to make any effort this Sefſiong 
in fuvour of ſhort Parliaments.” —No ſuch que- 
ſtion has here been agitated, but will be a * 
for future deliberations. 
IJ am, Sir, &c. 
"EM STRICKLAND, Chairman 
for the day... 


E14 4 Reſolved, 


pointed to conduct the Yorkſhire Petition, have 


tu 1. 


Refolved, rs er It 


My | 


THE Committee of ſxty- one, ap- 


requeſted me to return you their ſincere thanks 
for the diſtinguiſhed mark of favour you have 
conferred upon them, in "offering to their "deli- 
berations a publication founded upon ſuch truly 
rgb conſtitutional principles ;* and are 
y flattered by your coyntenance and con- 
ane in the Joc tos Eee 
CEC . 1 am, Sir, * 
Tour very obedient 
And humble ſervant, 
WM. STRICKLAND, 
for the day, 


Reſolved, That the following ere of be \Fearie 
Sir William Anderſon, Bart. 
 Youn-Tarenny Jan. ” wh | 


f THE a Ohta? appointed 
the Committee of ſixty-one, : . here o 


n 3k 


* The publication here alluded to, was entltjed «A Defence of 
« the Antient, Legal, and Conftitutiboal Right of the People, to 
i ele Repreſentatives for every Seffion' of Parliament, viz. Not 
® only "every year once, but ald : more often if need be, as ex- 

 preſaly required in the Old Statute, nd confirmed by the general 

© uſage of antient times, demonſtrated by the evidence of the 
« Original Write for Eledlon: In a Letter to a Member of the 
f; Surrey Committee.” | 3 * 
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Friday laſt, have directed me to inform you 
— — avid 
was ſent to be circulated, under your care and 
protedtion, among the frogholders in Pockling. 
ton and that neighbourbogd ; and return you 
ber fincere thanks for the geal and aRivity you 
have exerted in promoting ſo aaa and * | 
Rtitutional an undertaking, | 

1 am, Sir, | 
Your very obedient - 
Humble ſervant, = 
8 


Letters imilar 0 the above were alſo ſent, . | 
this time, to Sir Joſeph Penni 1— n, Bart. — 
phen Croft, jun. Eſq; Rev. Wil 


ſoon after this to J. Dixon, Eſq; bg 54 2 


Eſq; F. F. Fohambe, Eſq; Sir W. Milner, Bart. 
Mr. Weddell and Mr. Morley, Selby, Rev. W. 
Comber, 8. Tooker, Eſq; Charles Pool, Efq; J. 
8. Morritt, Eſq; Sheldon Cradock, Eſq; R.D. 
Hildyard, J. Mathews, Eſq; Pemberton 

Milnes, Eſq; St. Andrew Ward, Eſq; Sir James 
Norcliffe, Bart. W. Walker, Eſq; W. Chaloner, 
Eſq; W. Strickland, Eſq; J. Courtney, Eſq; Mr. 
W.Simpſon, ].Linſkill, Eſq; R. Athorpe Athorpe, 
Eſq; H. Duncombe, Eſq; Thomas Hayes, Eſq; 
J. Coghill, Eſq; T. Sayer, Eſq; Df. Hulme, W. 
Baynes, Eſq; Walter Hawkſworth, Eſq; Rev. C. 
Wyvill, b F: Wage Efq; John Dalton, Eſq; T. 


&S * Ow 
_  Maling, Efq; J. Sith of Heath, Ek; Rev, John 
Bourne, Plaxton Dickinſon, Eſq;' J. Halley, Eſqg 
Rev. F. Dodſworth, Rev. Benj. Walker, Sam. 
Buck, Eſq; Richard Wilſon, Eſq; J. Stovin, Eſq; 
F. Edmunds, Eſq; R. Wilſon of Pontefract, Eſq; 
T. Wilſon of Leeds, ww Rep e By 
William Wilion, in: 


Reſolved; That the following letter be lit to 
W. B. Borwich, Eſaq;: of Gray's-lnn, | 


Tonz-Tayzax, Jan. 24, 1780. 


LAM deſired by the Sub-Committee, 
appointed by the County Committee of ſixty- 
one, to beg the favour of you to get the Peti- 
tion of this county tranſcribed on à ſkin of 
ent, and cauſe an advertiſement to be 
inſerted in ſuch of the London papers as you 
judge proper, giving notice that a duplicate of 
the Yorkſhire Petition lyes at your Chambers, 
on ſuch days, (the fixing of which is left to you) 
and will lye at the King's-Arms, Tavern, Corn- 
hill, and at Seel at the Weſt rend of 
the town, (which is alſo left to you) for the 
convenience of ſuch freeholders of the county 
en ca to ſign their names. 
i I am, Sir, 
Your's, &c. L 
WM. STRICKLAND of Boynton, 
 _ Chairman for the day. 


Paper XIIl. Res 


Sir, 


1, & qi YA, 5 d 
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Reſolved, 1 That the following letter be ſent 
to the reſpective gentlemen who have the charge | 
of the petition in the county, | | 


Sir, | I, $3 
- AE an that the Petition ſhall be 
ſent off, by a « meſſenger, to London. on 
Friday next. The Sub-Committee therefore this 
day met, requeſt the favour of you to promote 
the further ſigning of it in the beſt manner you 
are able, until the middle of next week, and 
to ſend your duplicate of it by a /pecial meſſenger 
hither on Thurſday next, directed to Meſlrs, 
Graves and print in Petergate, York. | 
I am, Sir, &c. 
F. SMYTH, Chairman for this day. 


Your Tarzan, Jan. 28, 1780. Reſolved, 


R 
Neſolved, That the following letter be fant 


| r — 2 to the Mid. 
. 15 


i Sir, ' 


g THE Sub- Committee 1 been 
directed by the general one at their laſt meet. 
ing on the 21ſt of January, to do themſelves the 
honour of writing to you, concerning the reſo- 
lutions taken by them on that day, have re. 
ſolved (on hearing that the Rev. Mr. Wyrvill, 

Chairman of 2 Committee of fixty- one, 

be in town on the iſt) to requeſt you to 
hold a conference with that gentleman on the 


ſubject, who is authoriſed to communicate ta 


vou their further views and intentions, concern · 
ing the great object of their petition ; And they 
have many reaſons to think this will be a better 
method of conſulting with you in the preſent 
ſtage of the buſineſs than by letter. If after 
mat conference the Committee of Middleſex 


wiſh for any further information, we will an- 


fwer their next letter as ſpeedily as paffble, 

The Petition of Yorkſhire will be in town on 

Saturday the 5th of February, and it is ſuppoſed 

it will be preſented on the Mondey' ang oe 

Il have the honour to be, 

| 1 nc 

Sir, your moſt humble TROY 
F. SMYTH, — 

bor this day. 


Reſolyed, | 


— _—_ _ a 1 1 


* ONE n — . 


CC 7" FOG wo 
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Reſolved, That the Rev. Mr. Maſon be re- 


queſted to write to the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, 


above letter ſent to ownſend, Eſq: © 
Reſolved, That the . — ſent by 

George Savile to the b N de publiſhed 

in the next —.— papers. 


re- 
the 
reſolve of this — relative to the 
85. 


2 — F. SMYTH, f 
Chairman for this day. 
C T 5 } 


* 
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| Paper XIV. | 


- 
* 


of the Committee of the County Eſſex, to the 


Chairman of the Committee of the County of 
TOR 


Sir, 

I AM direfed, by the 1 
to inform you that at our County Meeting we 
paſſed a Reſolution, ſimilar to your's at York, 
for eſtabliſhing a Committee of Aſſociation and 
Correſpondence, and beg to have your ideas 
about it, whether ſome fixed point in' London 


would not be convenient, as wal as lefs fubjeR - 


to interruption from the poſt-office, where let- 
ters are often ſtopped and opened. I ſhould bs 
F glad 


3 


A 
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glad to have your ſentiments upon this matter, 
and whether it may not be proper to communi- 
cate with, other Chairmen: of Committees for 
the more — 2 ee * NN 
of correſpondence. - | 
Is am, Sir, 124 88929 
Your moſt ety | 
Hire Humble fervant, 
; ROBERT SMYTH. 
| Chairman of the Committee of Aſſociation 
of the County of Eſſe n- 


Blazcnuncn-Haut, near Colcheſtery Fe 
Jan. 48, 1780. * * 


-m> 


Paper xv. 


Letter from G. Jennincs, E/%⁵, Chairman of the 
Committee of the County of Hertford, 10 the 


Committee of the County of Y ork. 
; ARNE, Jan. acids; 
Sir, 
I HAVE communicated your letter 


of the 21ſt of January to the Committee aſſem- 
bled this day at Hertford, who deſire me to 
expreſs the high value they entertain of the ho- 
non they derive om your correſpondence, 

and 


[9] 


and aſſure you they have great ſatisfaction in 
having ſo early followed the example of the 
reſpe&table county of York: Many other coun- 
ties having ſince adopted the ame meaſures; 
the Committee flatter themſelves ſo perfect a 
ſimilarity of ſentiment and language will pro- 
duce the moſt ſalutary effects. 

I am further deſired, by the Committee, to 
acquaint you they are very happy in having 
opened a corteſpondence with the county of 
York, and that they will with pleafure commu- 
nicate from timè to time their ideas on the great 
national object we have jointly in view. 

I haye the honour WN be, 
_ your moſt hockey | 
umble — 5 
GEORGE JENNINGS; Chairnian 
of the Committe. 


ps. a. When you have tity farther commands a 
be pleaſed to — SIIEIN 
rar prog 


[ & ] 
Paper Xvi. 


Reſolutions ar. a Meeting of the Sub-Committee if 


the County of York, on the 3d of February, 1780. 


eren PRESENT, for 
CROFT * the s 
Kev. Wm. Maſon TY Ron, þ Roblaſog hr a 
* 
r r. 
Rev. Kn Mr. Withers 


Reſolved, That the following letter be written 


to Sir Robert Smyth, Bart. Chalrman of the 
Committee for the county of Effex. 


Yous Tavtax, Feb. 3, 1780. 


IM 
IIR Sub-Committee appointed by the 


Committee of ſixty- one, to anſwer letters under 


certain reſtrictions and limitations, do inform 
you, that they concur in opinion with you as to 
the propriety of having ſome perſon in London to 
conſult on buſineſs relative to the great object 

of the Petition, and as the Chairman (the Rev. 
Mr. Wyvill) is now there, they requeſt you to 
hold a conference with that gentleman on the 
ſubject, who will communicate to you their 
farther views and intentions, as they have many 
reaſons to think this will be a better method of 
conſulting you in the preſent ſtage of the buſi- 


neſs than by letter. 1 after that conference the 
Committee 


mo a a OOTY OE Fn 


EF 4 


Committee of Eſſex wiſh for any further infor- 


mation, their next letter ſhall be anſwered im- 
mediately after the meeting of the General Com- 
mittee, which will be beld on Friday the 11th 
inſt. The Petition of the county of York will 
be in town on Saturday the 5th, and it is ſup- 
poſed will be preſented on the Monday OTA 
I have the honour to be, 
With the greateſt reſpect, 
Sir, your moſt obedient humble ſeryant, 
STEPHEN CROFT, 


Reſolved, That the 8 be ſent 
] Chairman 


to Sir George Oneſiphorus Pau 
of the Committee for Gloceſter. 


oak TAvERN, Feb. 3, 1. 


THE Sub-Committee appointed by 


gir, | 


the Committee of ſixty-one, to anſwer letters 


under certain reſtrictions and limitations, do in- 
form you, they are directed by the Committee 
to aſſure you they cannot help obſerving, with 
great ſatisfaction, that the county of Gloceſter 
have not only adopted the meaſures reſolved 
upon at the Yorkſhire meeting, but alſo the 


very terms of the Petition. They beg leave to 


expreſs their very high ſenſe of the honour done 
them by the reſolution, and to declare their opi- 
nion of the good effects which may flow from a 
conformity of ſentiments and language upon 
theſe great conſtitutional queſtions, in the ſeve- 

F 3 ral 


' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
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ral applications made to Parliament by the coun, 
ties and corporations of this kingdom. 
The Committee have farther directed me to 


acquaint you, that they ſhall be happy to enter 
into a correſpondence with the Committee of the 
county of Gloceſter, and to receive the communi. 
cation of their ideas on the great national obje& 
we are jointly engaged in. The Petition of the 
rams fr of York will be in town on Saturday 
the 5th inſt, and it is ſuppoſed will be preſented 
on the Monday following. 

I have the honour to be, 

T: With the greateſt reſpect, 

Sir, yours, &c. &c. 
STEPHEN CROFT, 


Similar letters were ſent by the Sub- Cam: 
mittee to the Chairmen of the Committees of 


Somerſetſhire, Wiltſhire, Bedfordſhire, Dorſet- 


ſhire, Berkſhire, to the Hon. C. J. Fox, Chair- 
man of the Committee of Weſtmipſter, and 
Mr. Rix, Secretary to the Committee of Lon- 


don, &c. &c. 


Reſolved, That the following letter be written 
to George Jennings, Eſy; Chairman of the Com- 


mittee for the county of Hertford. 


York - Tavern, Feb. 3, 1780. 
Eleven o'clock at . 


Sir 
a THE Sub-Committee appointed during 
the adjournment of the General Meeting under 
certain 
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certain reſtrictions and limitations to correſpond 
with other counties, and to promote the object 
of the Petition, have juſt now been honoured 
with your letter in anſwer to theirs of the 21ſt 
of January, and are highly flattered by the cor- 
dial concurrence of your county in the meaſure 
adopted by theirs. In order to maintain that 
communication of ſentiments which muſt con- 
tribute to our common purpoſes, and in which 
ye ſhall eſteem ourſelves extremely happy, we 
beg leave to refer you to the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, 
the Chairman of our General Committee, (now 
at his houſe in Albermarle-ſtreet, London.) A 
conference with him, we apprehend, will be for 
the preſent the moſ} ſerviceable and ſatisfactory 
mode of cammynicating our further views and 
intentions, and obtaining the aſſiſtance of your 
judgment in the manner of purſuing them. 2p 
are at this moment employed in preparin | 
Petition for its journey, to-morrow, to the wT 
of Commons, where we hope the ſignature of 
about nine ouſand names may obtain the ear 


being, with the greateſt reſpect, 
Sir, n &c. &c. 
N STEPHEN CROFT. 


Paper XVII. 
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Paper XVII. 


Letter fron Sir F. Vo Mr, Chairman of the 
Committee of the County of Surrey, to the Come 
mittee pe: County of York. 


— | — | CY 
a \ 


Uryan Groovenor-STaRLT, Feb. 3, 1780. 


Sir, 

t AS Chairman of the Committee for 
the county of Surrey, I have the honour of in- 
cloſing an account of the proceedings at Epſom, 
on the 21ſt of January, and likewiſe a copy of 
the petition and reſolutions, which were then 
unanimouſly on. I have it likewiſe in 
m from the Committee to requeſt a com- 
munication of any plan that may be adopted by 
the Committee of the county of York; and I 
ſhall, from time to time, take the liberty of 
tranſmitting to you the reſult of our inquiries 
and deliberations, 

In the preſent early ſtage of this buſineſs, a 
variety of matter cannot be expected to have 
ariſen : But by letters which I have this day re- 
ceived from different parts of the county of Sur- 
rey, I have the ſatisfaction: to find that the Peti- 
tion has been generally ſigned, and I have every 
reaſon to flatter myſelf, chat th the great object, we 
; have 
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have jointly in view, will be obtained by a firm 
and ſteady perſeverance in conſtitutional mea- 
ſures. 1 have the honour to be with great re- 
pect, Sir, | | 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 

FRA. VINCENT, 


—— — 1. ——— n— 
Paper XVIIL 


Reſolutions at a Meeting of the County of Surrey, 
held at Epſom, on the 21/4 of January, 1780. , 


To the Hon. the Commons of GxtaT-Bairram 
| in Parliament afſembled. 


The Petition of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
Freeholders of the County of Surrey. 


Sheweth, | 
That your petitioners in common with others 
the proprietors of lands, and inhabitants of this 
kingdom in general, labour under the preſſure 
of new and burthenſome taxes year after year, 
impoſed for the purpoſe of diſcharging the grow- 
ing intereſt of an already enormous, but ſtill 


accumulating, national debt. 
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That this nation hath been engaged for ſeve: 
ral years in a moſt expenſive and unfortunate 
war; that many of our valuable colonies having 
actually declared themſelyes independant, have 
formed à ſtrict confederacy with France and 
Spain, the inveterate enemies of Great-Britain ; 
that the canſequences of theſe combined mis - 
fortunes hath been a large addition to the na- 
tional debt, a heavy accumulation of taxes, a 
rapid decline of the trade, manufactures, and 
land rents of the kingdom, and that your peti- 
tioners are juſtly alarmed at the diminution of 
the reſources of this cquntry, at a time when 
they feel their burthens daily and grievouſly 

increaſing. | 
That they humbly conceive that of the enor- 
mous ſums levied for the pretended neceſſities 
of Government, a much ſmaller proportion 
would anſwer all the purpoſes of its real exi- 
gencies; and that theſe extraordinary demands 
upon them are applied to (which they humbly 
ſubmit therefore as the immediate and viſible 
cauſe of their preſent grievances) the ſupport of 
divers perſons, whoſe emoluments of office are 
enormous; of divers others poſſeſſed of ſuper- 
fluous and unneceſſary places; of a numerous 
liſt of undeſerved penſions, and of many hi- 
therto unexplained and unauthoriſed ſervices; 
from which at the ſame time that an enormous 
and unconſtitutional influence is derived to the 
Crown: Your petitioners conceive that no ade- 
| quate 
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„ 
quate benefit accrues to the public, and to the 
farther maintenance and ſupport of which, un- 
der the preſent diminution of the rents of land 
owners, and the otherwiſe impoveriſhed condi- 
tion of them, and of the inhabitants of the king- 
dom in general, they find themſelves no longer 


ual, 
"Your petitioners therefore, ſinking as they 
thus are under burthens every day encreaſing, 
and the alarming conſideration of their once 
ample reſources continually diminiſhed, do hum- 
bly appeal to and implore the Juſtice of this Ho- 
nourable Houſe, earneſtly entreating them to 
interpoſe their authority on ſo momentous an 
occaſion, (before any further burthens are laid 
upon this country) by enquiring into and cor- 
recting the many flagrant abuſes in the expen- 


diture of public money, by a timely reduction 


of the exorbitant emoluments of many efficient 
officers of the State, by a total abolition of all 
unneceſſary places, and unmerited penſions, : and 
by applying the produce thereof to the exigen- 

cies of the State alone, in ſuch manner as to the 
wiſdom of Parliament ſhall ſeem beſt calculated 
for the purpoſes of its future ſupport, and for 
effectually reſtoring its ancient dignity and vi- 
gour. 


Reſolved, 
That a Committee of fifty-ſix 1 be 
appointed to n the neceſſary correſpon- 
w "a dence 
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dence for effectually promoting the objects of 
the Petition, and to prepare a plan of Aſſociation 
on legal and conſtitutional grounds to ſupport 
that laudable purpoſe, and ſuch meaſures as may 
conduce to reſtore the freedom of Parliament, 
to be preſented by the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee to this Meeting, to be held by adjourn- 
ment on Friday the 14th day of April next, and 
that any ſeventeen of them be a Quorum, 
Reſolved, 

That Sir Francis Vincent be empowered to 
tranſmit .to the Chairman of the York Com- 
mittee an account of the Reſolutions agreed to, 
and to expreſs the readineſs of the Committee 
to co-operate with ſuch plans as ſhall be judged 

to 2 the great objects recom- 
mended by their reſpective petitions. 
Reſolved, ae | 

That the thanks of this meeting be given to 
the Sheriff for the readineſs ſhewn by him in 
calling the meeting of the county. 

Reſolved, 

That the thanks of this meeting be to 
James Scawen, Eſq;* and Sir Joſeph Mawbey, 
Bart, Repreſentatives in Parliament for this 
county, for their ſteady, upright, and indepen- 
dent conduct in Parliament. 

Reſolved, 

That the thanks of this meeting be given to 
the Noblemen and Gentlemen, 44 of both 
Houſes of Parliament, who attended 9 ng. 

e 
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Reſolved, n 
That the thanks of this meeting be given to 
Sir Francls Vincent, Bart. the man. 


I 4 
. : 


Paper xIx. 


Letter from the Hon. Ci}. Fox, Chairman F the 
Committee of the-City of Weſtminſter, 10 the 
Committee of the —_— of York. 


St. Iant'i-Sratzr, Feb. 8, 170. 


Sir 
x IN obedience to an order of the 
Weſtminſter Committee, I have the honour of 
tranſmitting to you a copy of the proceedings 
of the Meeting of the City and Liberties of Weſt. 
miſter held in Weſtminſter-Hall, on Wedneſday . 
the 2d inſtant; as alſo a copy of certain reſolu- 
tions of the Weſtminſter Committee, met at the 
_ Arms Tavern, Palace-yard, on the ſame 
y. 
By the laſt of thoſe reſolutions you will per- 
ceive how deſirous the Committee are of actin 
in concert with all other Committees appoin 
for purpoſes ſimilar to thoſe for which they are 
themſelves inſtituted, 0 
ou 
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You will give me leave to obſerve, that if uni- 


nimity was a deſirable object in the Petitions 


themſelves, it becomes much more neceſſary in 
the formation of thoſe plans of Aſſociation which 
the ſeveral Committees have been directed to 
prepare and lay before the adjourned meetings 
of their reſpective counties and cities; and that 
nothing is ſo likely to produce ſuch an unani- 
mity as a free and unreſerved communication 
of ſentiments, either by letter ot conference, ot 
both, among thoſe who wiſh. to promote the 
objects of the petitions. I have the honour to 
be with the greateſt reſpect. 
Sir, your moſt obedient _ 

and moſt humble ſervant, 
C. J. FOX, Chairman of the 

Weſtminſter Committee: 


To the CrairMan of the Yorkſhire Committee, 


Mk. . acc ee 


{ 
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HE Hon. C. J. Fox: being called to the 
Chair, Mr. Sawbridge made a warm ſpeech, 
intimating that our complaints are well grounds | 
ed, and repreſenting the neceſſity there was for 
preſenting 4 Petition fimilar to that of York: 
He then read the Petition, which-was extremely 
animated. After which it was read by the Chairs 
man, and carried without one diſſenting hand. 
Mr. WiLk Es eame forward, and in one of the 
beſt ſpeeches he ever made; ſtated the ſhametul 
abuſe of the public money ; ſaid we had been 
promiſed a navy ſuperior to that of France and 
Spain; but it was not long ſince it had been in- 
ferior to that of France only. He ſaid a number 
of pointed things againſt the people in power; 
and expreſſed his happineſs at that ſpirit of Aſſo- 
ciation which at thus Period ere the king 
dom. 12 no 
A motion was then made, that a committee 


ſhould be appointed to correſpond with the other 
Committees 


- * ws 
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Committees through the kingdom; and theDuke 
of Portland, the Earls Egremont and Temple; 
the Lords John and George Cavendiſh ; the 
Hon. Thomas Townſhend, Mefl. Sawbridge and 
Wilkes, and about forty other noblemen and 


* gentlemen were appointed of the Committee. 


This done, the Chairman made 2 long and 
pointed ſpeech. He enumerated ſome inſtances 
of the waſte of public treafure ;-he faid, if you 
aſk Miniſters what is become of your money, 
they will not tell you; if you afk them to reſtore 
it, they fay it is better in their hands than your 
own. He ſaid the Houſe of Commons received 
its name from their being the Repreſentatives of 
the Commons of England, but they gave away 
the public money without inquiry and without 
account. He added, that 60,000k had been faid 
to be given to the Indians in America, but if given 
at all, it was laid out in,razors and Jews-barps. 

Mr. Fox's ſpeech was very long and remark- 
ably brilliant. zl to Aude 

Mr. Caries Turner (Member for York) 
addreſſed the meeting, and after giving his opi- 
nion of the neceſſity for an effectual reformation, 
propoſed Mr. Fox as a Candidate for'Weſtmin- 
ſer at the next election; a propoſition that was 
received with loud acclamations. 

The Chairman was attended on the Huſtings 


by ſeveral Members of both the Houſes of Par- 


liament, and of the lower Houſe there were 
WI | many 
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many mixed wit the crowd, and ten ima 
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[ The Reſolutions of /the Weltrvinſter Com 

mittee on the ſame day, which were alſo tranſ: 

mitted by Mr. Fox to the Yorkſhire Committee; 

have not B 
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Sir, 
THE Sub-Committee, appointed 


under certain reſtrictio ns and limitations to an- 
ſwer letters in the abſence of the General- Com- 
mittee, have this morning received your's, and 
deſired me to return you their thanks for your 
friendly communication of the proceedings of 
the Meeting of the City and Liberties of Weſt. 
minſter held in Weſtminſter-hall, on the 2d in- 
ſtant, and alſo of the reſolutions of the Weſt- 
minſter Committee; _ to acquaint you that 
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„ 1 
dancur with pour the uſefulneſs, 
or 3 rather, of — in the forma. 
tion of ſome general plan of Aſſociation, as well 
asaf the propriety of the different County Com- 
mittees obſerving a free and unreſerved commu- 
nication of their ſentiments. But . in the preſent 
ſtage of the buſineſs there are many reaſons for 
requeſting you to confer with their Chairman, 
the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, at his houſe in Alber marle. 
ſtreet, Who · is authorized by them to communi- 
cate to you their intended plan of Aſſociation, 
as particularly as it can be determined at preſent; 
and when the Weſtminſter Committee ſhall be 
pleaſed to communicate any of their ſentiments 
to us, we bes, em to do it through the media- 
tion of our rman, Mr. Wyvill, who will find 
perhaps a ſafer method of conveying their ſenti- 


-- „ 


ments to us than by the common poſt. 


, FP. F. FOLJAMBE, Chairman 
„„ 


8 ſimilar letter was alfo. ſent, at this time, to 
Sir F Vincent, Chairman of the n of 


cr of Surrex. 
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Letter from the Hon. C. J Fox, ts the Committes 


of the County of York. 


Sit, 
BY order of the weltminkes 
Committee, 1 have the honour of tranſmitti 
to you the within written Reſolution. | 
The words of Lord Hillſborough alluded to 
could not be accurately taken down, but the 
ſubſtance of them, as related to us by the moſt 
reſpectable Peers who were preſent, was calling 
the Petitions and Petitioners factious; and infi- 
nuating, that the promoters of the Committees 
meant to excite inſurrection and rebellion, 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 
C. J. FOX, Chairman of the 
Weſtminſter Committee. 


dt. Jauizs's-8tzzteTy Feb. x1, 2780. 


02 Paper XXIII. 
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Paper XXIII. 


„ Reſolution by the Committee of the ay f 
Weſtminſter. 


> 
— —  —— — 


KinG's Azns Tavern, Palace yard, Feb: 9, 1780. 
IT having been ſtated and aſcertained to the 
Committee that the Earl of Hillſborough, one 
of his Majeſty's PrincipalSecretaries of State, did, 
in a debate on the motion of Lord Shelburne, 
in the Houſe of Peers on Tueſday the 8th day of 
February, 1780, miſrepreſent and traduce the 
motives of thoſe who have concurred in the ap- 
pointment of Committees for the purpoſe of pro- 
moting the objects of the Petitions. 
" Reſolved, That any attempt to miſrepreſent 
the legal, conſtitutional, and peaceable efforts of 
this and other Committees, appointed by the 
people of England for promoting the juſt objects 
of their Petitions, is a groſs and unmerited in- 
ſult on the proceedings and intentions of the 
Committees and Petitioners in general; and by 
aſcribing the worſt motives,' unſupported by 
proof, to all thoſe who have concurred in the 
ſaid meaſures, maniteſtly tends to ſpread diſſen- 
tion and domeſtic enmity throughout the king- 


dom. 
C. J . FOX, Chairman. 
Paper XXIV. 
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Paper XXIV. 


* of the Sub-Coſninittes of the Gals 7 
Tork to the Hon. C. J. Fox. 


— — 0 —— — 


Your-Tur — oy 5. 1780. 


THE Gentlemen of the SubComibitres 
have been favour'd with yours this day, and 
will take care that the reſolution ef che Weſt- 
minſter Committee, relative to Lord Hillſho- 
rough, be laid before the Committee * __ 
next meeting for their deliberationnsFn?s s 
The Sub-Committee beg leave to return you 
their thanks for your early information of the 
above ö 
and laudable a reſolution will be | 
confirmed by the General Committee. 
I am, Sir, | 
With great reſpect, &c. &c. &c. 
= J. ROBINSON, Chairman 
for the day. 


Sir, 
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Paper XXV. 


Reſolutions at @ Meeting of the Sub-Committee of 
#beCounty of York, on the 24th of February, 1780, 


* ” N — os 1 nee "_ Yy 


PRESENT, 


HENRY THOMPSON, Eſq; Chairman. 
Mr. Croft, unn. Mir. Drivg 
4 Mr. Smyth Dean of York 
Mr. I We Rev. William Cayley 


Having this day received a letter from the 
Rev, Mr. Wyvill, Chairman af, our General 


Committee, in the e der- ee 


fo Stephen Croft, Eſq;) 

| | . S | | ALBSRNARLE-STREET, Feb. 215 110 
. 5 IP dopaityts me h adyifable ta 
publiſh the paper of which each Member of the 


Committee had two copies. I ſpeak in this 


manner becauſe you ſay my letters have been 


opened; but I think you wilt readily under- 


ſtand my meaning. Among other reaſons for 
publiſhing now I will mention this, that, in fact, 
the Miniſtry have got poſſeſſion of the paper, 
by ſome means or other. We ſhall not publiſh 
it here till it has appeared i in your York papers, 
and wiſh the Gentlemen of the Sub-Committee 
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ORKSHIRE COMMITTEE. ww 


or fon x poſe, and — it yok; 
the Evenin ing 
[ any 745 Sir, with great reſpect, 
Yours very faithfully, 
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Reſolved, That the paper therein all ic to, 
being the ſame paper which is before enter'd in 
this book on the 21ſt of January laſt, be imme- 
diately printed in the two York papers, with 
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the honour oi tranſmitting 'to- nenen 
printed paper and am, Sir, &. 
Reſolued, That Stephen Croft, Eſq; be he 
fired to write to Mr. Wyvill, to inform him of 
the proceedings of this day. | 

Int THOMPSON, Chairman 
1 it the Gays 
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ſeveral petitions, Sir Geor Savile 75 5 

y moved for a liſt of the Penſions. Lord 
Nor moved an amendiment to confine the 
motion' fblely to füch penfons ag are 1 at 
the Exchequer, which make 2 very trifling part 
of the enormous lift. The Houſe, after a Pag 
debate, divided, and there appeared for Lord 
North's amendment 188, againſt it 186, fo that 


this important queſtion was loſt oply by, two 
ity * _ votes, 


b 51 7 
votes. Sir George Savile, Mr. Dunning, Mr, 
Townſhend, Mr, Burke, Colonel Barre, and 
ſome other gentlemen, exerted themſelves with 
great ability upon the ogcaſion; but the 
and uncommon diviſion againſt the Miniſter, 
muſt be attributed to the ſpirit which has ap- 
peared in the people at large. If ſuch are the 
effects of your exertions, even in the firſt in- 
ſtance, I need not ſay how ſure you are of ſuc- 
cels, if you perſevere with ſteadineſs in what you 
have begun with ſo much een 
Jam, Sir, 
With great reſpet, 
Your moſt obedient | 
And moſt humble ſervant, 


. Chairman of the Weſt- 
minſter Committee. 


Sr. tussi Feb. 22, 1780. 
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Refolutions at a Meeting of the Seb Cenndthe 7 
be County of York, on the 3d of March, 1780, , 


i 
2 4 AM * 


— 9 tt. 


LS, MORUITT, Eſa; 3 ' 
Mr. Croft h M. Strickland 


Mr. 2 Smyth | Mr. St. Quintin 
ev. J. Robinſon, _ | Thompſon 
Rev. W. Comber . 


"Reſolved; That ke ie we one writ. 

ten to Sir G. O. Paul, Bart. be written to John 
Seare, Eſq; Chairman of Buckingham, with the 
following alteration only, after the words 
jointly engaged; * for which purpoſe the Com · 
mittee have taken the liberty of ſending for the 
conſideration of the Committee of Buckingham, 
Heads of Aſſociation liable to ſuch reviſion,:cor- 


rection, or alteration, as may appear neceſſary 
to the meeting of the Deputies from the ſeveral 


Committees to be held in London on March 11.” 
I am, Sir, 


J. S. MORRITT, a 


* 


. 
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Reſolved, That the following letter be written 


to J. Awdry, Eu Chaman of the Wiltſhire 
n, 


Sir, 

WE bind already taken the liberty of 
ſending you, for the conſideration of the Wilt- 
ſhire Committee, heads of an Aſſociation liable 
to ſuch reviſion, correction, or alteration as may 
appear neceffary to the meeting of the Deputies 
from the ſeveral Committees to be held in Lon- 
don on March 11. 

JOHN SAWREY. MORKRITT, 
Chairman for this day. 


Reſolved, That the following lee be rite 
to the Hony, E uy Fox. 


: EY „ Toa: Tatx, March 3d, 
Sir, 


2 Sub-Committee have this day 


received your letter, and return thanks for your 


communication; they entĩreiy coincide with you 
een our: protect; 


JOHN SAWREY MORRITT, 
n 2 this 3 
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Reſalutions,at @ Meeting of the Committee of the 


County of York, on the 7th of March, 1780, 


PRESENT, 
; J. S. SMITH, Chairman, 
OM opp oc PG 
r. Stric ro 
Mr. W tworth Mr. Tooker 
© Mr. St. Quintin Rev. H. 
Mr. Hildyarfl K = 1 
Mr. Croft ayley 
Mr. Henry Duncombe — W. Comber 
Rev. J. Bohrnee Ne. J. Robinſon 
Rev. Fred. Dodſworth Mr. James Milaeg 
Mr. Pemb. Milnes Mr. Garforth 
Mr. Thompſon Mr. Cradock 
Mr. Ellley' | Mr. Thornton 
Mr. —— Mr. 
1 Mr. rriott , CY. . * Dealtr * y 
Mr. Dalton — Hin , | 


| Refolved unanimouſly, That the thanks ＋ 
this Committee be given to Sir George Savile, 
Bart. for his ſteady and unremitted attention to 
the buſineſs of this county, and particularly for 
the motions made by him in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, on the 15th day of February laſt, That 
there be-laid before the Hauſe, an account. of all 
places for life or lives, whether held by patent 
or otherwiſe, ſpecifying the dates of ſuch patents 


or other inſtruments by which ſuch room. oo 
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held, the names of the perſons who eld the 
ſame, and the ſalaries and fees belonging thereto.” 
And alſo, * That there be laid before t the Houſe, 

an account of all ſubſiſting penſions granted by 
the Crown during pleaſure or otherwiſe, ſpeci- 
fying the amount of ſuch penſions reſpectively, 
and the time when, and the perſons to whom 
ſuch penſions were grant 
Reſolved, That chis Committee conceiving 
that ſuch motions were wiſely calculated to pro- 
mote the general object of the Petition of this 
county, and to reſtore freedom and independ- 
ence to Parliament, do ſincerely lament, that 
the production of an account of all ſubſiſt- 
ing penſions, and the names of the perſons to 
whom the ſame were paid, has been rejected, 
and the main. deſign of ſuch motions thereby 
defeated. And this Committee do declare it to 
be their unanihous opinion, that unleſs all ne- 
ceſſary accounts and papers be fully and fairly 


Weans of correcting the groſs abuſes in the ex- 
penditure of public money, or of checking that 
corrupt and unconſtitutional influence of the 
Crown ſo juſtly complained of. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Commit- 
tee be given to Edmund Burke, Eſq; for the 
very able and falutary plan, ſubmitted by him 
to the Houſe of Commons on Friday the 11th 
day of laſt February, for eſtabliſhing an œcono- 
mical reform through the different 1 


laid before Parliament, there can be no effectual 


— — 


8 8 1 


of the State; a plan at all times proper, but #+ 


this time peculiarly neceflary for the welfare of 
the kingdom: 

Reſolved; That this Committee do highly 
approve of the reſolution lately paſſed by the 
Weſtminſter Committee, animadverting on the 
very exceptionable expreſſions made uſe of by 
the Earl of Hillſborough, one of his Majeſty's 
Principal Secretaries of State, on Friday the 8th 
day of February laſt, reſpecting the petitions 
and petitioners of this country; and are happy 


to hear that thoſe injurious expreſſions have 


been retracted, and hope that ſuch example 
will be followed by all thoſe who have thrown 
out the like reflections; and this Committee do 
declare that any attempt to miſrepreſent the le- 
gal, conſtitutional, and peaceable efforts of this 
and any other Committees; appointed by the 


people of England for promoting the juſt ob- 
jeQts of their petitions, is a groſs and unmerited 


inſult on the proceedings and intentions of the 
Committees and Petitioners in general; and by 
aſcribing the worſt motives, unſupported by 
proof, to all thoſe who have concurred in the 
ſaid meaſure, manifeſtly tends to ſpread diſſention 
and domeſtic entnity throughout the kingdom. 

Reſolved, That the public declaration lately 
made that nine thouſand freeholders are not a 
majority of freeholders in the county of York, 
appears to this Committee, from the beſt autho- 


rity, to be an aſſertion not founded in fact, and 


to 
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to have been 1 made with an intent to 
depreciate the petition of this county, and miſ- 


lead the people. 
Reſolved, That in, the opinion of this Com- 


mittee, the unanimous concurrence of the inde- 


pendent men of the kingdom is abſolutely neceſ- 


fary to maintain a proper plan of Aſſociation for 


promoting the objects of the petitions, and ob- 


taining a national reform; and, therefore, in or- 


der to learn the ſentiments, and to benefit by 


the united deliberations, of other Committees 


on ſo great and important a ſubject, this Com- 


mittee do hereby appoint the Rev. Chriſtopher 


Wyvill, Sir Robert Hildyard, Bart. and John 
Sylveſter Smith, Eſq; to be theirSpecial Deputies, 
and authorize and requeſt them, or any two of 
them, to meet the Deputies appointed by the 
other Committees in London, and to confer 
with them on a proper plan of Aſſociation, on 
legal and conſtitutional grounds, for ſupporting 
the objects of the Petition, and other meaſures 
conducive to reſtore the freedom of parliament ; 


and to report the reſult of ſuch their joint deli- 


berations to this Committee at their next Ge- 


neral Meeting to be holden on Sunder the 


25th of March inſtant, - 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to the Earl of Shelburne, for his mo- 


tion, on the 8th'of February, in the Houſe of 
Lords, reſpecting an inquiry into the ES: ; 


Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That the Reſolutions of the Com. 
mittee of this day be publiſhed in the two York 
papers, with the names of the Committee. 
Reſolved, That this Committee doth confirm 
the acts and reſolutions of the Committee of the 


* of February laſt. 
J. S. SMITH, Chairman. 


Paper XXIX. 
ey the County of Wilts, 
Darizess 1705 
TY a very numerous and reſpettable Meet- 
ing of the Nobility, Gentlemen, Clergy, 
and Freeholders of the County of Wilts, held 


here this day, for conſidering the Ne 0 
tion of Public affairs. : 


- ROBERT COOPER, Eſq; the u bein 


A peiitien to the Houſe of Commane (the fame 


as that of the County of York, and, alſo the 
ſame as the above one of the County of Somer- 


ſet) was read after which the . Reſo⸗ 


lutions were agreed to, via. 
iſt, Reſolved, That the Petition now. read 


to this Meeting, addreſſed to the Houſe of 
Commons, 


et- 
I. 
ld 
la- 


I. 


Commons, and requeſting that before any 
more burthens be laid upon the Coun 
effectual meaſures may be talen by that Heul 
to inquire into and correct the groſs abuſes in 
the expenditure of Public money; to reduce 
all exorbitant Emoluments, to reſcind and abo- 
liſh all Sinecure Places, and unmerited Penſions, 
and to appropriate the produce to the neceſſi- 
ties of the State, is approved by this Meeting. 
ad, That a Committee of 51 Gentlemen 


eee 


be appointed to carry on the neceſſary cor- 
reſpondence for effectually promoting the ob- 


2 of the Petition, and to prepare a plan of 


an Aſſociation on Legal and Conſtitutional 
grounds, to ſupport that laudable Reform, and 
to take ſuch other meaſures as may conduce to 
reſtore the Freedom of Parliaments; and the 
following Gentlemen are ee Om 
for the laid Committee. 4 


ROBERT COOPER, Eſq; High-Sheriff' « Wilts, | 


Earl of Abingdon, Charles Nl 
—— Radnor, N And. Goddard, 
ee Hed A, 
yndham, ich. Sauthby, 
Peter Bathurſt, Efq; | Wm. Huſſey, 
Will. Bowles, Eſq | Wm. Henry Bouverie, 
Rev. Mr. Townſend, Sir Wm. Jones, 
— Awury, wy 1 — Lamar Jun. 
y r, 1 » 4 919 . Focock, 
Wm. P. 9 | BA. _ 
Rev. Dr. Harrington, Robert Aſh, 
H. Dawkens, 6 Ed. Horloek Mortimer, 
Lovelace Bigg, Rev. Dr. Kent, 
Edward Poor of eee | John Yerbury, . 
Sam. Carr, ' Matt. Humphbrys, 
Tho, Bythera, N Wa. Harding, 


Eſmead ys 45.4 | 

Rd. Atwood, E Reeve Edridge, 

Hon. Charles James Fox, ichard Long, K 
H. Eyre, Gaisford Gibbs, 

Rev, Mr. Bow T. Liddiard, 

Ed. Poore of Wedhampton, Rev. Mr. Polbill, 
Thomas Vilett, James Sutton, 

Thomas Browne Colley, Thomas Goddard Vilett, 

Triſt. Hud. Jervoiſe, Wm. Dyke, Eſq; of — 


zd, Reſolved, That the ſaid Committee meet 


immediately at the Black Bear Inn, in Devizes, 
and that any ſeven or more of them do conſti. 


tute the faid Committee, and that they adjourn 


as they think proper, and that their proceedings 


be preſented to this Meeting, to be held by ad- 


journment on Tueſday in the Eaſter week next 


enſuing- 

Ath, Thanks to the High- Sheriff for his 
readineſs in calling this Meeting, and for bis 
polite and impartial conduct at it. 

5th, Reſolved, That this Meeting do adjourn 


to Tueſday in the Eafter Week — enſuing, 


at the Devizes. 

At this Meeting Sir William Jones declared, 
that none of our grievances would effectually 
be redreſſed, till the defects in the Repreſenta- 
tion were remedied, and that unleſs this was 
done, though we might ſucceed with the pre- 
ſent Parliament, yet that a future Parliament 
might repeal whatever ſhould now be enacted 
in our favour. A Statute, he ſaid, had been 
made in King William's time, againſt Placemen 


and Penſions, which was repealed on . 


SY - of - r r 


ol its being inconvenient in the Ath of 


Anne. He ſaid there were preſent at the Meet - 
ing ſome who/ l. formerly been in RN _—_ 
niſtry, and might probably be again emp 

dy his Majeſty, he therefore, much wiſhed they 
would come forward and promiſe the Meeting, 
to uſe their utmoſt influence whenever they 
ſhould be in office, to obtain redreſs of thoſe 
grievances, the reality of which — now 
ſeemed ſo well diſpoſed to admit. 

The Earl of Shelburne came forward; and 
ſaid, he conceived himſelf called on by the 
Gentleman near him, he did not know who 
were to be the King's Miniſters, © but, whoever 
they were, he pitied them from his heart.— 
But having been once of his Majeſty's Councils, 
it might be ſuppoſed he would again come into 
office. That as to the Reform of Repreſenta- 
tion, our late great Countryman, Lord Chatham, 
propoſed the increaſe of County Repreſenta- 
tives, as ſome cure for the corruption viſible 
in Parliament, that it was difficult to pledge 
himſelf to the mode, but that he was fully ready 
to declare himſelf for the idea of rendering 
Parliament more Free in its Elections, and more 
Independent in its conduct. 

Mr. Fox followed Lord Shelburne, hd faid, 
that he came forward though not a Freeholder 
himſelf, yet as nearly connected with a great 
property in the County under his care; that, 
though much uſed to Public Speaking, he had 

| | | never 


never addreſſed ſuch an Aſſembly as that then 
preſent, for he had never before ſpoken to an 
uncorrupt Aſſemhly, &c, &c. With reſpect to 
what Sir William Jones had ſaid of promiſe 
and engagements from thoſe now in oppaſition 
if it was extended to him he could only declare 
to the Meeting, that if ever a more ample Re 
preſentation ſhould be thought on, he ſhould be 
extremely happy in whatever ſituation he might 
be, to promote it, and that he ſhould not be 
leſs ready to exert himſelf for a redreſs of 
grievances; but that he would not be. under. 

ſtood to pledge himſelf to ſupport every ſcheme 
of Reformation which might be ſuggeſted by 
individuals. He next proceeded to ſhow the 
great advantages which the People might gain 
by inſiſting firmly on their rights and the re re· 
dreſs of their grievances; and earneſtly ex- 
horted them to conſider their own: weight and 
conſequence in the ſtate, and repeatedly aſſerted 
that it would not be in the power of the bet 
or ableſt Miniſter to make them great and 
happy, unleſs they had the ſpirit to become ſo. 
An honourable Gentleman had mentioned the 
magnanimity of Parliament in relieving Ire 
land. What was it made Parliament magnani- 
mous in relieving Ireland? It was the magna. 
nimity of the People of Ireland, Who wett 
reſolved to be relieved, &c. &. 

He concluded, exhorting Conſtituents dil. 


gently to watch the conduct of their Repreſen- 
tatives, 
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tatives, and carefully to enquire into the motives 
of it; in fine to conſider themſelves as the 
guardians of their own Rights, and to enter- 
tain a rational diſtruſt of all men in public ſta- 
tions. 

The next Meeting 28th of March, 1780, at 
Devizes, by adjournment, added five other 
Gentlemen to the Committee, Hon. Bart. Bou- 
verie, Rev. Canon Bowles, Robert John Bux- 
ton, Eſq; Humphrey Sturt, and William Al- 
dridge Ballard, Eſq; 

Voted thanks to Lord Pembroke for his ſpeech 
in the Houſe of Lords, and that the whole of 
their proceedings in Public Meetings and Com- 
mittees be forthwith publiſhed. Adjourned 


ſine die, ſubject to the call of the Chairman. 


— — 


The account of the Proceedings of the County of Wilts, in 
Paper 29, was thought too important tb be omitted, although it 
was not procured, by the aſfiſtance of a reſpectable Gentleman of 
that County, Benjamin Hobhouſe, Eſq; till after the paged part 
of this Volume had been printed, 
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Paper 1. 


Reſolution agreed to at a Meeting Gentlemen, 
Members of different Committees, but not com- 
municated to the ſeveral Committees throughout 
the kingdom. The excluſion of Members Par- 

| liament from the intended Meeting of Deputies, 
having ſoon appeared improper to ſome of the Gen« 
tlemen who had figned the Reſolution, and alſo to 
other Friends of Political Reformation who had 
net attended the Meeting, 


Sr. At An': Tavizn, Feb. 24, 1780. 


Eſolved, That the Committees of the ſeveral 
counties, cities, and towns of this king- 

dom, who have petitioned Parliament for a re- 
form of groſs abuſes in the expenditure of public 
money, be requeſted to depute three Members 
of their reſpective Committees, not being Mem- 
bers of either Houſe of Parliament, to meet at 
the St. Alban's Tavern, on Tueſday the 7th of 

H March, 


E 


March, at twelve o'clock, to conſider of a Play 
of Aſſociation, on legal and conſtitutional 
grounds, for ſupporting the petitions, and other 
meaſures conducing to reſtore the eden of 


Parliament. 


C. Wyvill, Chairman ® the Com. 
Robert Hildyard, | | mittee for 
F. F. Fohambe, : Members Yorkſhire, 


Robert Smith, Chairman of the 'Committee for 
Eſſex. 
N. Frankland, Chairman of the General Meet. 
ting of the County of Suſſex. | 
Godfrey Webſter, junior, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee for Suſſex. 


David Parry, Chairman | of the Committee 
Anthony Chapman, Member 5 for Dorſetſhire. 


Fames Townſend, Chairman of the Committee 
for Middleſex, 


G. Onefiphorus Paul, Chairman of the Gund 
Meeting of the county of Glouceſter, 


G. Jennings, Chairman of the General Meeting 
of the county of Hertford. 


| Francis Vincent, Chairman of the Committee for 


Surry. 
J. Brand Hollis, 9 Members of the Committee 
John Jebb, for the city of Weſtminſter, 


Paper Il. 
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2 aper II. 


Circular Letter by the Chairmen of the Commit- 
tees of Six Petitioning Counties, to the ſeveral 
Committees throughout the kingdom. 


St. Atban's Tavnkai, Feb. 28, 2780, 


A Several union of thoſe men who have ap- 
proved of the meaſure of petitioning Par- 
liament for a reform of the groſs abuſes in the 
expenditure of public money, being eſſentially 
neceſſary in the preſent ſituation of public affairs, 
the Committee of the of 

is earneſtly requeſted to depute one, two, or 
three Members of their Committee to meet at 
the St. Alban's Tavern, on Saturday the 11th 
Day of March, at twelve o'clock, to confer with 
Members of other © ommittees, upon the moſt 
effectual mode of ſupporting the objects of their 
Petition on legal and conſtitutional grounds, 
and of reſtoring the due freedom of Parlia- 
ment; in order to form, and to report to their 
Committee, ſuch plans of public and conſtitu- 
tional . as ſhall meet with the general ap- 
H 2 probation 
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probation of the Members deputed from ſuch 


Committees. 
ä C. WYVILL, 
D. PARRY, 
G. JENNINGS, 
FRA. VINCENT, 
SG. O. PAUL, 
W. FRANKLAND, 


It is recommended to each Committee by the 
under-written gentlemen, Members of the York- 
ſhire Committee, as being, in their judgement, 
a proper and adviſeable meaſure to appoint ſuch 
gentlemen only to be Deputies who are not 
Members of either Houſe of Parliament.“ 

C. WYVILL, Chairman of the 
Committee of Yorkſhire. 
Roßzxr HiiDyarD, ) Members of the Com- 
W. Mason, : mittee of Yorkſhire. 


This recommendation was thought neceſſary by the three 
Yorkſhire Gentlemen who ſigned it, not from an indiſcriminate 
diſtruſt of all Members of Parliament, which would have been 
extremely unjuſt and abſurd, but from their convidion, that 


' meaſures for reſtoring our conſtitution to its ancient purity, 


ought to originate excluſively with the People. To refer the 
meafures thus concerted to Parſiament, was the determination 
of the popular meetings at this junQurez and at any future 
crifis the queſtion whether their example ought to be followed 
will naturally ariſe. It is much to be wiſhed that the circum- 
Aances of the times may then admit a fimilar decifion for adopt- 


ing the regular courſe of application to Parliament. 


* 


Paper III. 
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Letter by the Rev. CUsTO h] WyvilL, font 
with the preceding Circular Letter, and the 
Heads of an Aſſociation, adopted by the Com- 


mittes of the County of York, on the 21/t of 
Jangary, 1780—incloſed. 


— 


| ALBtRN4nLE-STEERTs Feb, 29, 780, 


THE incloſed requeſt having been 
unanimouſly agreed to by ſix Chairmen of the 
Committees, for Yorkſhire, Suſſex, Hertford- 
ſhire, &c. aſſembled yelterday at the St. Alban's 


Sip, 


Tavern, I take the liberty to requeſt you will 


communicate it to thg Committee for 

At the ſame time I would beg leaye to obſerve, 
Sir, that the ſucceſs of the cauſe in which ſa many 
counties and corporations are embarked, will 
entirely depend on the adoption of ſome ſafe 
and peaceable plan of general ſupport, and the 
perſeyerance of the people in that plan with 
temper, firmneſs, and unanimity. 

The Yorkſhire Gentlemen, whoſe petition 
has been ſo highly honoured by the approbation 
and concurrence of other counties, are anxious 


H 3 to 
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to form their intended Aſſociation in confor. 
mity to the ſentiments of independent men 
throughout the kingdom. They are ready to 
unite with ſuch uninfluenced perſons, in pro- 
poſing conſtitutional improvements, tending to 
reſtore the freedom of Parliament, and to ſup. 
port thoſe propoſitions, and the ceconomical 
reform requeſted by their petition, by means 
that may be practicable and efficacious, yet per- 
fectly legal and pacific. By conference with 
confidential Members, deputed from each Com. 
mittee, they conceive the out-line of ſuch a plan 
of Aſſociation may be ſettled to the ſatisfaction 
of the petitioning counties. And each county, 
city, and town, having firſt aſſociated ſeparately 
and apart, on grounds which have received the 
general approbation, the whole body of the pe- 
titioners, in due time, may be collected and 
firmly conſolidated in one great National Aſſo- 
ciation. . The obvious conſequence of which 
muſt be certain and . ſucceſs to the con. 

ſtitutional reform propoſed by the people. 
The incloſed copy of a Reſolution agreed to 
by the Yorkſhire Committee, on the 21ſt of 
January laſt,*® you will be pleaſed to conſider, 
as containing nothing more'than a rude draught 
of a Plan of Aſſociation, ſubmitted by them to 
the inſpection of other petitioning bodies, and 
merely propoſed as a ground of general conſul. 
tation, 


® It contained the Heads of an Aſſociatien, for which ſee page 67. 
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tation. If any propoſitions in that plan ſhall 
appear inadmiſſible to the majority of Deputies 
at the intended meeting, on the 11th of March, 
] can venture to e, on the part of the York- 
ſhire Gentlemen, that, far from being tenacious 
of their own propoſal, they will moſt readily con- 
cur in any other peaceable meaſures, which may 
be thought more likely to give effectual ſupport 
to the Petition of the People, and to reſtore the 
freedom and independence of Parliament, 
I have the honour to be, 
ws 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 


C. WYVILL. 


H4 Paper IV. 
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Refolutions 2? a Meeting Deputles from the 
Committees of /evgra! Counties, Cities, and 
Towns, who have Petitioned Parliament for a 
Redreſs of Grievances, held at the St. Alban's 
Tavern on the 11th day of March, 1780. 


PRESENT, 

+ | Rev. c. WYVILL, Chairman. 
Sir Robert Hildyard Deputies — Francis — ? D 
Mr J. 8. Smith Yorkſhire Mr Budgen Surrey 
Mr J. Townſend ) Deputies . Croſb Deputies 
Mr — 5 for 404. are or 
Rev. Mr Bromley J Middleſex Mr Holder London 
Col. Fizpatrick ti Deputy for 
Mr T. Grenville 5 „ Mr Cartwright > the bon of 
Mr Brand Hollis ) Weſtminſter Nottingham 


Mr Frankland ) Deputies 
Mr Webſter for 
Mr Peckham Suſſex 


Mr Jennings) Deputies 
Mr Baker 5 for 


Mr Byde Herts 
Deputies for 
Dr Jebb Huntingd 
gdon- 
Mr Thornhill 5 ire 


Deputies 


Mr Seare | for Bucking- 


ede, ce 

ir W. Codrington 

Mr Barrow — 
Lord Mahon 9 Deputi 
Mr Streatfield : wy 
Rev. Dr. Rycroft ) Kent 


Mr Parry } Deputies for 
Mr Chapman 5 Dorſetſhire 


Mr Grieve } nn Aon 


Reſolved; That the Rev. C. Wyvill be Chair. 


man of this meeting. 


Reſolved, 
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Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 
this meeting be communicated, by the Chair- 
man, to Gen, Smith and Mr. W, Hartley, for 
their polite attention to Mr. Wyvill's letter, in 


' favouring this meeting with their afliſtance this 


day. | 

| Reſolved, That the Deputies from the Com- 
mittees of the ſeveral petitioning counties, cities, 
and towns, ſhall vote by Deputations; each 
Deputation giving one vote. 

Reſolved, That no perſon can be allowed to 
attend in this meeting, as a Deputy from the 
Committee of any county, city, or town, which 
has petitioned, or ſhall petition, Parliament for 
a redreſs of grievances, until he ſhall have pro 
duced ſuch proof of his appointment as ſhall be 
ſatisfactory to this meeting. 

Reſolved, That the Chairman do appolnt a 
Secretary. 

Reſolved, That this meeting do adjourn to 
Tueſday next, the 14th of March, at twelve 


o'clock, at this place. 
C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


Paper V. 


1 


Paper v. 


Reſolutions a a Meeting of Deputies * the 
ſeveral Committees adiaurned from the St. Al. 
ban's Tavern 10 the Great-Room in King's, 

Street, on the 14th day of March, 1780. 


m - _— — 


PRESENT, 


T ® Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairman. 

uties Lord Mahon. uties 
Erik. Mr Streatfield : Deps 
Mr J. S. Smi Yorkſhire Rev. Dr. Rycroft ) Kent 
Col. Fizpatrick uties - Sir Francis Vincent * 
Mr Grenville _ Mr Budgen : r 
Mr Brand Hollis Weſtminſter Mr Trecothick Surrey 


Deputy for Mr * _— 


Mr Cartwrigh & the town of | | 
| Nottingham Mr Webſter Suffex 


Sir Robert Smyth er Mr Parry 5 Deputies 


Mr Chapman for 
Mr French Chiſwell Efſex Mr Wa 2 Dorſetſhire 


Sir W. Guiſe er amor 1 K 
| Mid 


Sir W.Codrington Glouceſter- Rev. Mr Bromley eſex 


ee ſhire 7 Alderman Croſby * 
tir rare Deputies for Alderman Kirkman 
LordAlthorpe Buckingham · Mr Holder London 


: ſhire Mr — Deputies for 
Mr — Deputies for Dr. Jebb Huntingdonſhire 


Mr Baker Hertfordſhire Deputy for 
Mr Grieve Y 
, Deputy for Newcaſtle 
Mr Chicheſter | Debate ; 


- Reſolved, That this meeting do recommend 
to the ſeveral Committees to perſevere unre- 
mittingly 
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mittingly in ſupport of the petitions, and of 
ſuch meaſures as tend to reduce the unconſtitu- 


tional influence of the Crown; and for that 
purpoſe to unite themſelves in a General . 


ciation. 
Reſolved, That this meeting be adjourned to 
this Room to-morrow morning at eleven o clock. 
| C, WYVILL, Chairman, 


Paper VI, 


Reſolutions at @ Meeting of Deputics from the ſte 
veral Committees held at the Great-Room in 
King's-Street, on the 1 5th day of March, 1780. 


PRESENT, 
Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


Mr J. S. Smyth 


; uties Mr Preſcot Deputies 
fir Robert — * Mr Townſend 5 
Middleſex 


Yorkſhire Rev. Mr Bromley 


Mr Baker Deputies Lord Mahon Deputies 
Mr Jennings for Mr Streat field N for 
Mr Byde —_—— Rev. Dr Rycroft 


ties for Mr Walter Deputics 
Kant} Bac ingham- Mr Chapman 0 | 
ſhire Mr Parry Dorſetſhire 


Sir W, 


ö 
W. Ouiſe? Deputies for Mr Gren 
— Barrow \ Glouceſterſhire Col. e D 
Mr — 1 — for Mr Hollis ' J Weſtminſter 


Mr Webſter — R. — — for 
= bb bill Ron for Deputy for 
Je ſhire Major Cartwright Felon town of 
Mr Badger Infor Alderman Ol 1. 
＋ en _ erman 


1 Deputy for 
Mr Grieve f Newcaſtle _ 


- 
— — — 


Reſolved, That it be recommended to our 
ſeveral Committees, to adopt the following pro- 
poſitions, as parts of their general plan of union 
and affaciation, and to endeavour to obtain the 


object of ſuch propoſitions by application to and 
under the authority of Parliament. | 


1. Reſolved, That a diligent examination be 
made into all the branches of the receipt, ex 
penditure, and mode of keeping and paſſing 
accounts of public money, in order to obtain 
the plan of reform requeſted by the petitions of | 
the people. | 
2. Reſolved, That there be ſent to the Houſe I 
of Commons, in addition to the preſent Repre. | 
ſentatives of counties, a pumber of members 
not leſs than one hundred, to be choſen, in a 
due proportion, by the ſeveral counties of the 
ti kingdom of Great-Britain, 
[ 3+ Reſolved, 


Bat Ms © a a. 
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3. Reſolved, That the Members of the Houſe 
of Commons be annually elected to ſerve in Pars 
liament. 4 .. no 5-3 

4. Reſolved, That it be moſt earneſtly recom» - 
mended to the freeholders of the different coun- 
ties, and to the electors of the cities and boroughs 
throughout the kingdom, to ſupport, at the en» 
ſuing General Election, ſuch Candidates to repre» - 
ſent them in Parliament, as ſhall, previous to the 
election, by ſigning the Aſſociation or otherwiſe, 
have ſatisfied them, that they will ſupport the 
above important regulations in Parliament, or 
ſo much thereof as ſhall not be obtained in the 
preſent Parliament, | 

Reſolved, That a Sub-Committee be appointed 
in order to digeſt and form into one plan of union 
and affociation, the different reſolves of the meet - 
ing, and to lay ſuch plan before this meeting on 
Friday next. | I 

Refolved, That the following perſons do com- 
poſe the ſaid Sub-Committee,—-namely, Mr. 
Wyvill, Lord Mahon, Mr. Baker, Mr. Bromley, 
Mr. Fitzpatrick. | 

Reſolved, That the thanks of the Meeting of 
Deputies be given to the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, the 


Chairman, for the excellent plan ſubmitted by 


him this day to the conſideration of the meeting. 
Adjourned to Friday the 15th inſtant. 
| C. WYVILL, Chairman. 
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Reſolutions at 4 Meeting Deals nt 


_ ſeveral Committees, held at the Great-Room ix 
EKing's-Street, on the 17th day of March, 1780, 


| PRESENT, 
Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairman; 


ge rat} „Ee, rien oe 


Sir F. Vincent * Ig Mr Chicheſter 
Mr Budgen 


Mr Trecothick RA Mr Peckham 

Lord Mahon Deputies Mr Frankland 
Mr Streathfield for Mr Webſter 

Rev. Dr. Rycroft Z Kent : 


Mr Parry ? We ag ur Cartright{ 


Me Watt Dorſetſhi 
riet ſhire Dep 
Deputies for gmt E | 


Me: Thor 55 1 


The Sub-Committee having met in purſuance 
of their appointment by this meeting, and __ 


th. 


S = 
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into their conſideration the Plan of Aſſociation 
offered by the Rey; Mr. Wyvill, and weighed 
the difficulties that may ariſe from 4 Plan of 
Aſſociation in any form of words beyond 
thoſe ſtated in eſolutions, being preſcribed 
by this meeting to the ſeveral Committees of the 
counties, cities, and towns, who have petitioned 
Parliament for a redreſs of grievances; and hav- 
ing repreſented the ſame to this meeting, a 
motion was made, and the queſtion being put, 
it was reſolved 

That this meeting will not recommend a Plan 
of Aſſociation in any ſpecial form of words be- 
yond thoſe ſtated in our Reſolutions. | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the propriety: a 
adopting the following Reſolution, as greatly 
tending to accelerate the attainment of the ob» 
jets of the propoſed plan of political reforma- 

tion, be ſubmitted to the reſpective Committees; 

That it be moſt earneſtly recommended to all 
Members of Parliament, who are friends to the 
above-mentioned propoſed plan of reform, to 
uſe their utmoſt endeavours, in this preſent Seſ· 
ſion of Parliament, to obtain the objects of that 

lan. 
b That this meeting do adjourn to this Room 
to-morrow at eleven o'clock. 


C. WYVILL, Chairman, 


"dg 
* 
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| Paper vm. 


Reſolutions ar a Meeting „ Deputies gn th 


ſeveral Committees, held at the Great - Room in 
King-Street, on the 18th day of March, 1780. 


7 
PRESENT, 


Rev. C. ** Chairman. 
go} Hens devon bany Do 
Nr J. 8. ad Yarkſhire 4 "xt 
Lord Mah t Mr Grenville 14 
Rev. Dr. Rycroft Deputies Mr Hollis for 


Mr Streatfield J Kent Col. Fitzpatrick -Weſtmicite 

Sir F Vincen ties Mr Bak | i 

Ry far Yn Din F 

Mr Trecothick Surry Mr Jennings J. | 
Deputy for | 

Mr Chicheſter } BA 

Mr Townſend Ir Dads 

Rev. Mr Middleſex Mr Cartoright 1 


Mr Chapman); De _ 
Mr Parry q Mr Peokbam | 


Mr Walter Dorletſhire Mr Peckham 
Sir W. Guiſe 0 or LordAlthorpe Deputies for 


Sir W. Codrington — 
re 


b n for London 


Reſolved, That obtaining a.law for taking 
che ſuffrages of the people in ſuch a mode, as to 


prev ent 


EF «3 
prevent both:expence in elections, and the ape- | 
ration of undue influence therein, is neceſlary 
towards ſecuring the freedom of Parliament. 
Reſolved, That the above reſolutionbe inſerted 
immediately after the firſt reſolution adopted by 


this Meeting on Tueſday the 14th of March, and 


before the reſolution for adjournment. 
Reſolved, That the memorial, formed in this 
Meeting, be tranſmitted to the ſeyeral Commit» 
tees, as containing reaſons for the pl of Aſſo· 
ciation propoſed by this Meeting, we truſt 
will appear fati to thoſe Committees, and 
that they be ſeverally requeſted to take ſuch ef» 
fectual meaſures, as to them may ſeem meet, for 
making the ſame public through the kingdom. 
Reſolved, That the ſaid memorial do ſtand 
immediately before the firſt reſolution of this 
—— | 4 FI 


given to the Rev. Mr, Bromley, for the memo- 


rial, preſented by him to this Meeting, moſt 


ably juſtifying the meaſures recommended by 
this Meeting to the Committees of, the ſeveral 
counties, cities, and towns, who 3 
Parliament. 

Reſolved, That one hundred and fifty copies - 
of the report, containing the memorial and the 
reſolutions, be printed under the directions of 
the Rev. Mr. abr and the Gecontary: 

9 rr read by the Rev. 

as. Proper to accom- 
e eee 


eeting. "oa ae, | 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be 


- 


: 
. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Mr Orenville „ 1 a 
Col. Fitzpatrick * Mr — d: Deputies for 
Mr Hollis Devonſhire 
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"Reſolved, That this Meeting do adjourn tz 
Monday next at twelve o'clock rey to re 


ccive the copies of the report. | 
| = > ps 


Refolitions at a Meeting of Deputies from th 
| ſeveral Committees, held at the Great-Room it 
| King's-Street, on the 20th day of March, 1780. 
ö * 2 f — # * 0 b f 
R _ PRE 52 NT; | 
| * C. WYVILL, Chairman. 
Hildyard uties | Deputy for 
Mr 1. wn = lf * ann 
| ue Lord Mahon * 
N ke . epics. Rey. Dr. Rycroft 
n Middleſex ge W:Codriogton wh a 


ties for : 
Eber Beernghem. Sir W. Guile oa 


Mr Seare ſhire Dr Barrow 
; * ut Mr Walter * 
Mr Chiſwell 5 or K Mr — 12 
a ; Eſſex = — A p 
ir F. Vincent uti r Bak or 
Mr Treconick —_— #7 Mr Byde Herts 
Mr Budgen — Mr. Thornhill } Deputies for 
00 ty _ Dr Jebb Hentiegdre 
Mr Frankland 5 r Alderman C . 
Suſſex Alderman — 


8 * * Mr. Holder 
rn Nottingham u Grivre 5 


Weſtminſler Mr Forteſcue 


f 7 0 


A motion having been made and ſeconded, 


that an alteration in the Repreſentation of Par- 
lament be not recommended to be made an 
article of Aſſociation, but be recommended to 
the ſeveral petitioning counties as an object greatly 
deſerving conſideration, and on which it would 


be highly proper that the ſenſe of the nation” 


ſhould be known. 
The queſtion was put thereupon, whether that 
motion ſhould paſs as the act of the meeting, 


and negatived wy A I IIS GRIN: 


tions to five deputations. . . 


Againſt the motion. the motion. 

ang | The Depatis — 
| 2 

— \ "Eſſex bi s 14 ; "If Dares | i 1130 
Mon — Suſſex F , 
| Huntingdonſhire | „ 002 1 
ere 1 2 
_—— 1 


A motion having been made and ſeconded, 
that ſhortening the duration of Parliaments be 


not recommended, to be made an article of Af. 


ſociation, but be recommended to the ſeveral 
petitioning counties as an object greatly 
conſideration, and on which it would be 


rp tu the ſe ofthe e nl de 


known. ; 
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— 
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e tha e by 
Wyvill, be inſerted into, and make part 


— —— 
ſix n 
we 2 9 E. : the nog for * 
Middleſer 4 | 
Glouceſter city . ey on ad 
; r Weender 
22 o 4, Suflex al 
Rs . —— IL 
London . 5, ; 
Nottingbamtown) * 
Newcaſtle * 


of the 


circular letter ordered by this Meeting to be an- 
nexed to the reſolution and memorial from this 


Meeting. 


Reſolved, That the thanks of-uls-Committee 


be given to the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, 


our Chairman, 


for his candid, judicious, and impartial conduct, 
and that he be requeſted to communicate the 


ſenſe this Committee has of their o 


thoſe 


to 


X n of the county of York, who 
firſt agitated, and have ſo nobly, firmly, and 


ittingly perſevered in promoting and car- 


rying into execution, 4 plan for 2 reform of 
thoſe many and groſs abufes which have per. 


vaded the whole fynęem of government; and 


va which if not timely checked muſt Ah 


3 
end in che deftrudtion of the Aberties of our 
country. ; 

| Reſolved, ES 

3200 Pa 
for a Plan of Aſſociation, to be reported to the 
ſeveral Petitioning Committees ; and having 


thereby executed the truſt repoſed in them by 


they n el. | : 
98 WYVILL. 
- 1 as | . | | | . | 


t 8 eee the Firſt 
Meeting of Deputies, and Paper XI, con- 
taining the Chairman's Letter which ac- 
companied that Report, were inadvertently 
omitted to be printed till it was too late 
to inſert them in their proper places here. 
For Paper X, ſee page 426 of this volume; 


ee ſee page 439. 
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8 at 4 ay "numerous "ood 'refpetabl 
Meeting of the Nobility, Gentry, Clergy, and 


Freeholders, of the. County of Cambridge, held 
at Cambridge the 25th of March, 1780.. The 


_ following Petition was read, and unanimouſly * 
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"ou —_ \ one Aden voice. 
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To oth Honourlble the Commons * Great. 
Britain, in Parliament allembled. | 


The Petition of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Free- 
holders of the County of Cambridge. 


Sheweth, 
THAT your petitioners do thus publicly de- 
clare their es and zealous approbation of the 


Legiſlature of this country, as placed in the free 


and independent concurrence of King, Lords, 


and Commons, in preference to every other 
mode of civil government. _ 


That 


> 5 Jo Bs cbea 


form of legillatian tp be continued to their i 
poſterity in its conſtitutional purity. 
That they ſeriouſly 3 apprehend, this. form of | 
nee eee if not vir. 
tually changed, whenever the treaſure and oſlicea 
of the community ſhall be, be ſycceſsfully employed 
wo 1 the R W —— 
* 19 221k 
TIES e a ſtron — dE to 
4 is 2 94 = and rly 7 0.0 
notorious to Knit of, — l. 
That co every ot pu 
De: 6 car oY on by means 1 
corruption, however ſanctiſied by time, pre- 
cedenty or authority, to be abſolutely unjuſtifi- 
able on every principle of good ſenſe and, found 
policy—tg. be as. diſhonourable to, the upright 
intentions of the Crown, as it is, burthenſome to 
th property, ad Sago to cha liberties, 6 


Your: itioners/dg, therefore, moſt ſolemnly 
apply 3 to. the bonour, the juſtice, che 
integrity, of this honqurable Houſe, praying that 
effectual meaſures may, be taken by. le 8 4 
. ga e 21 

ture of public money uce 
„ emoluments of office, 701 reſcind 


| A hore, RH equally tend to heal 
in the warmeſt ſupport of lis Maj 


þy a very great majority. 


t 1 } 
tend to eſtabliſh the independenre of Par. 
En i nt 
d your petitioners are the moſt earneſt in 
prayer, becauſe they are of” opftivn, 


our domeſtic diviſions, to unite the whole nation 


$ = 
and , againſt the 
lities of the Honfe'of Bourbon, and'to put a * 
period to that primary ſoutce of national diftrck 
the American wat, 
After which the following Reibtutipii were 


= and agreed fo 8 


50 Achmed That the Petition now read and 
addreſſed to the Honourable Hout of Commons 
is approved by this arte. 

adly. It was then A and feconded, that 
the aid Petition: be preſrntec to the Houſe of 
Commons by Sir John Hynde Cotton, aud Sit 


' Sampſon Gideon, Baronets, the Members for 


this county. This motion was * 
by the Chairman, and preſſocd 


ho ſupported the Petition, bu he Revere each ln 
id | 


zdly. It was aſterwards moved, and ſecbnded, 
wat Eriſp Molineux, Eſq; of Chippenham, 2 
this county, — parlament for L 
be requeſted to preſent the ſald Petition to 


Houfe of Commons, which motion was approved 
4thly. 4 


4270 Hz it int .,0 lth I ALS. As HS Ea ed bot hos. 4 %..% 
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cd 
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Committee of Correſpondence and — — 4 
be appointed, by this county, ſimilar to that of 
Yorkſhire and other counties, wich motion was 


reſolved iy Civ armativy by 8 very greft giu- 


legal and eonſtitu- 
tional grounds, to ſupport that laudable 
and ſuch other meaſures as may conduce to re- 
ſtore the freedom of Parljament, to be preſented 
by the Chairman of the Committee, to be Held 
by adjournment” at Cambridge on Monty t 
b jr rTelle, a: 1 
ds uur _ 


1 end *y 172 
= Purchaſe, SY 4 
— xc Tr un, Buy 
Rev. Mr . 


inter Stan 20 1 Maris N 


nry 


The Rev. Dr. Wa muel Knight, E 
Parker, E * 4 7 1 'S. y # n Forlow, E * 1 
ohn Payne, Ef + Grimdit „ Eſq 
R 407% 25 Pell Akeburft, Eſq; 
mund Rolfe, Eſq; Mr. Richard Forſter 
Thomas Day, * Mr. William Hollick 
Thomas B | Mr. John Audley 


Mr. Edward 


have power to increaſe their number, and that 


0 re 


journed to the af hep? * 
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Mr, Edward K. Fordham 


Mr. WIGS Mal At + 

Mr. Joho Anderton Rog 2 Ven Bange . 
r. 10 gm, a 

Ne Nathaniel Wed, y * er. 1 44 Iz olive 


Net © 371 1 
tbiy. | Refdlyed, That the faid Commit: 


{eyen bs een 10 g f e 
buſineſs. 


7thly... Reſolved, That the FADE of - thi 
Meeting be given to the yeomen and freehold. 
ers of this county, who ſigned the requiſition 
to the Sheriff, and who, on his refuſal, . 
the preſent Meeting. 
- 8thly. Reſolved, That the. thanks of: this 
Meeting be given to his Gracg the Duke 1 
Rutland, his Grace the Duke of Mancheſter, Gir 
Robert Bernard, Bart. Cri Molineux, Eſqʒ 
John Wilkes, Eſq; and to ſuch other ae 


Petition, 

gthly. Reſolved, That the thanks of: thi 
Meeting be given to Lord Duncannap, Chair- 
man, or tas en 
this Meeting. 

rothly. Reſolved, That the Committee ap- 
pointed at this Meeting be immediately ad. 


„er. 


. - DUNCANNON, Chairman 
| of the Month; ;- | 


_ Reſglutions Ho 


k ws 1 

- Reſolutions of the Committe. 
ut Reſolved unanimouſly, by the, 12 
tee, That the Duke of Ruthand We 
the % N 

d. Reſolyed, wi this Committee, do ads 
Fare by an ta. be then held at 
e WEN, #f © deven o'clock 
ace Keren der EUTLAND; Chairman of th 
+5. 40 0 geg wit io Committee, {| 
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the conſent of the people in the true 

2 nd he hype fl ee 
end of civil government. ' © 

4. That there is in all States „und in 


a 
een the and the | 

F. That, in the Britiſh State, he 
parties have agreed. not to igvady each others 


6 That one tight of the people of Great-Bri 
tain js, to make laws for their own government. 
- 3+-Fhat pur angeſters, in very remote times, 
uſed to make their own laws, and elect their own 
officers; and that in later times every free man 
voted for repręſemt tives in Parliament, for it 
Was only i the rl of Henry the 
voting wa reſt: trained to free elde of fore tu 
lings a year. 1 YT: + AIC 
8. That the peedet dats of Fuss 15 
preſentation is extremety tefettive, and ought to 
be reformed. 
9. That the Britiſh Conſtitution King, 
Lords, and Commons, is the moſt perfe& theory 
| of government in the world, and maybe res- 
dered as perfect in practice, if the Hquſe of Com- 
mons be ſo reformed u ti be independent on, 
EE „ 
the legiſlature. eil: 1 qu 9: 101 70 
2a. "That the Houſe of Commons hath been 
manifeſtly under an improper influence from the 


* two nee os tegilature, from which 
iantmerable 


a we — 
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innumerable evils have ariſen to the country at 
large, as well as to the influencing parties them. 
ſelves ; and that unleſs ſome wiſe and effectual 


meaſures be ſpeedily taken to reſtore the inde. 


pendence-bf that Hauſe, by reforming the repres | 
r muſt be overwhelmed in 


"Unandinees in An lui nd ien Gees) U 
the end we propoſe to obtain is a PARLIA- 
MENTARY REFORM. -., 

2 whole Houſe of parlament conſiſts of 

„Lords, arid Commons but our attention 
* olly confined to the lat, they being the re- 


| preſentatives of us. 


In order . 


firable end, 


That we will, by ſuch peaceable and niet: 


tional meaſures as ſhall appear to us beſt calcu- 
lated to anſwer the end, nl 


reform in the repreſentation. | 
That at all future eleQions for this colinty; we 
will uſe our endeavours to promote the intereſt 
of only ſuch Candidates as ſhall appear ta us moſt 
likely to procure a more equal repreſentation in 


Parliament, and a ſhortening of its duration. 
That we will put the Candidate whom 55 

5 
pences that may attend our voting, &. ane 
3; 1 t W509 3 8 71 


Paper . 
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meg aa | Meeting of the Comnittes of the 
County of York, on the 25th of Mareb, 1780. 


. „ & 


PRESENT, © 


Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairmab. ka 


was + 6 , 17 5 
Mr. Dalton . _ Mr. Strickland o — 
Sir James Nordliffe Mr. Chaloner 
Rev. William Cayley Sir William 


Nester Thi s _— the Dep 
ted by this — 5 to confer erg 
Deputies from the Committees of other petition- 
ing counties, and to concert a plan of Aﬀocia- 
tion, to ſupport the objects of the Petition, and 


to reſtore the due freedom of Parliament, be read. 


The 


G 


t tw 1 


e report having been read, and the queſtion 


being put, it was unanimouſly agreed to, That 
this Committee will perſevere unremittingly in 
ſupport of the petitions, and of ſuch meaſures as 
tend to reduce the unconſtitutional influence of 
the Crown; and for that pu 
it to this county, àt its next adjourned meeting, 
to unite In a general aſſociation on legal and con- 
ſtitutional grounds. e 498 

Reſolved, That the following propoſitions be 


adopted by this Committee, as proper to be ar- 


ticles of the propoſed affociation, to be reported 
to the general meeting of the county, vis. 
1. That a diligent examination be made into 
all the branches of the receipt, expenditure, and 


mode of keeping and paſſing accounts of public 


money, in order to obtain the plan of reform 
requeſted by the petitions of the people. 

2. That there be ſent to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, in addition to the preſent repreſentatives 


of counties, a number of Members, hot leſs than 


one hundred, to be choſen, in a due proportion, 
by the ſeveral counties of the kingdom of Great- 

Britain. | 
3- That the Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons be triennially elected to ſerve in Parliament. 
4. That it be moſt earneſtly recommended to 
the freeholders of the different counties, and to 
the electors of the cities and boroughs through- 
out the kingdom, to ſupport, at the enſuing ge- 
neral election, ſuch Candidates to repreſent them 
f in 


will recommend 


A\ 
S 0; 


thereof as ſhall not be obtained in the preſent 
Parliament.* 


ſuffrages of the people in ſuch a 1 as to pre» 


7 n at ten o clock. 


1 ] 
in Pallament us ſhall, previous to the election, 
dy ſigning the aſſociation or otherwiſe; have {a 
tisfied them that they will ſupport the above im. 
portant regulations in Parliament, or ſo much 


- Reſolved, That obtaining a law for taking the 


vent both expence in election, and the operation 

of undue influence therein, is neceflary towards 

ſecuring the freedom of Parliament. 
Reſblved, That this Committee do adjourn 


©. WYVILL, Chairman 


of 
\ " | 19 
9 = 
4 L . * 


®* Theſe four propoſi 


tions were unanimouſly agreed to, except 
the ſecond, to which there was one diffenticht voice. 
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County of York, os the 27th of March, 1780, 
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| nend. WYVILL, cee, 
Mr. Hildyard 


. 
ev. im 

Mr. Morritt * 
Mr. R. Smyth 10 1 
Mr. Edmunds 1277 
Mr. Croft © =. 1 
Mr. St. A. Ward 

Mr, Drin 

Mr. P. nes 

Sr William Milner 


Reſolve, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to the Rev. Chriſtopher Wyvyill, Sir 
We 8. Smith, Eſq; for their 

judicious, 


[ 1 } 
judicious, wiſe, and owe conduct, at the late 
Meeting of the 

A Form of Aſſociation on Rating been read con · 
formable to the Reſolutiaps agree to, on the 
2 5th of Mirth, 1780, by this'Comthitt&; 

A bauen wis mide, and — 
t, it was unanimouſly reſalved—— 
That 'a Committee be appointed to take the 

Mtn into conſideration, a bo cte correct it where 

neceſſary; but without being empowered to 

ſtrike out any of the propaſitions agreed to by 
this Committee, as proper grounds of the pro- 

poſed Aſſociation; ahd tor repott the reſplt of t 

_ deliberations to this Committee, at r od 

this evening. 
| Reſolved, Thathlr. f. Duncombe, Mr. Tobler 

Rev. Mr. Maſon, General Hale, and Mr. J. 8. 

Smith, do com that Committe. 
Reſolved, T t Mr. Chaloner, Mr. Strickland 

of N Mr. Hildyard, and the Rev. Henry 

Zouch, be en to confer with Sit George 

Savile, and t the reſult af their cone 

ence to this Gd . 

| Reſolved, That this Committee doth: ipprowe 

a motion to be made at the County Meeting, to 

the following effets : 

Reſolved, That it be 5 to the 


Committee to conſider of, and form upon legal 
and conſtitutional f grounds, Fi for 

etecting and 555 2 to 2 "perſons 
Who, at the ent Wr 


£ 166 3 


give or receive hrides for votes for the eleftigy 
of Members to ſerye in Parliament; and that 
ſuch plan, when ſettled and agreed upon, be 
communicated tq, and the adoption of a like 
plan recommended by the Committee, to all the 
other petitioning counties, 

Reſolved, That this Committee do jours 
ehh | 


, . 
_ o 
* =" . 
. ” 
. : * * 
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Reſolutions n Meeting of the Ee 7 he 
County of York, held by adjournment in 22225 
ing of the 27th of March, 17806. 


———— vu - 
Tx Committee appointed to NO and re- 
port to this Committee, 'a proper plan of 
Aſſociation, to be preſented to the General Meet. 
ing of this county on the 28th of March inſtant, 


having laid before this Committee the Perot 
Form of Affociation, viz. | 


FORM of ASSOCIATION agreed to by the | 
Committee of fixty-one, to be recommended 
to the General Meeting of the County of Tork, 
held on the 28th day of March, 175 | 


WHEREAS: during the preſent expeniive and 
Kun Ro 
2 
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land rents, of this kingdom, have been'greatly 
diminiſhed; the public burthens grievouſly aug. 
mented by the annual impoſition of new and 
additional taxes ; the national debt enormouſly 
increaſed, and the undue influence of the Crown 
extended, to an alarming degree, by theſe very 

, circumſtances which threaten the utter impover. 
iſhment of this country. And whereas, i in theſe 
times of national difficulty and diſtreſs, a juſt 
redreſs of grievances can only be expected from 
a free and uncorrupted Parliament ; and mea- 
ſures tending in a legal and peaceful way to re- 
ſore the freedom of Parliament, cannot effectu. 
ally be ſupported but by a general union of in- 
dependent men throughout the kingdom. 

« We whoſe names are here - under written 
conſidering an ceconomical reformation in the 
expenditure of public money to be a moſt eflen. 
tial and neceſſary meaſure for reſtoring the free. 
dom of Parliament: 2 — 

And conſidering alſo that the repreſentation 
of the people in Parliament is become extremely 
unequal, inſomuch that a great majority of Mem- 
bers is returned by decayed and indigent Bo- 
roughs, which are either at the command of the 
Crown and a few great families, or elſe open to 
general venality, whence ſupport in Parliament 
may be obtained for the meaſures of any Admi- 
piſtration, however ruinous they may be to the 
great landed and commercial intereſts of this 
Kingdom, contrary to the true intent and e 


„ 
— nn —_— * 2 8 


2 „ — £A mw ws 


” © &@ my 


%% ˙ ˙oÜ Q —u— 


E <<. 4 - <> 04 5 


t 1 


the institution of Parliament; which u 

diſtribution of the right to ele& — 
in Parliament is now a principal cauſe of our 
numerous public/evils, to which no radical cure 
is likely to be applied till a more adequate Re- 
preſentation of the People hath been eſtabliſhed 

law. 

3 conſidering further, that when the fund 
of corruption hath been in ſome competent de- 
gree reduced, and a more equal Repreſentation 
of the People obtained, more frequent elections 
might be reſtored, not only to the great content 
of the people, but with certain advantage to the 
honour and integrity of Parliament itſelf, with- 
out the miſchievous conſequence of expoſing in- 
dependent gentlemen to vexatious conteſts with 


the dependents of any Adminiſtration.” 


We do declare our affent to, 

1: The ceconomical reform requeſted by the 
petitions. of the people; chat plan of ſtrict and 
rigid frugality now indiſpenſably neceſſary in 
every department of the State; that moſt impor 
tant regulation for reducing the unconſtitutional 
influence of the Crown. 

2. The. propoſition for obtaining a more equal 
Repreſentation in Parliament, by the addition 
of at leaſt one hundred Knights, to be choſen in 
a due proportion, by the ſeveral counties of the 
kingdom of Great-Britain. 

3- The propoſition for Members of the Houſe 
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df Commons to be elected to ſerve in Parliament 
for a term not exceeding three years. 
And in order more effectually to promote this 
laudable plan of Public Reformation, by our joint 
aſſiſtance in a pacific way, we do aſſociate for that 
expreſs purpoſe; and we do teſtify the ſame by 
our ſignatures reſpectively. And we do reſolye 
jointly and ſeparately to ſupport theſe regula: 
tions to the utmoſt of our power, by every mea: 
ure that may be perfectly agreeable to law and 
the conſtitution. More particularly we do re- 
ſolve, and do mutually and moſt ſolemnly engage; 
that until a reaſonable reform in the expenditure 
of public money hath been obtained, and until 
regulations for returning at leaſt one hundred 
additional County Members to Parliament, and 

for ſhortening the duration of Parliament to a 
term not exceeding three years, have been efta- 
bliſhed by law, we will ſupport with our votes 
and intereſt no Candidate whatſoever at the next 
General Election, or at any future election, to 
repreſent this county, or any other county or 
place in Parliament, from whoſe known integrity 
and attachment to our free conſtitution, and his 
aſſent to theſe conſtitutional improvements, de- 
dared by figning this Aſſociation, or in ſuch 
other mode as to each Candidate may ſeem moſt 
digible, we ſhall not be'firit fully ſatisſied that 
he will give his utmoſt ſupport'in Parliament to 
the following propoſitions, or to ſuch part — 
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the reform, propoſed thereby, as ſhall not then 
be accompliſhed, via. bill * of 

1. For one or co on 
in the expenditure wr at 1blic rn 2 

e manner of ublic contracts, 
. 88 mode re 1 ans public” accounts} 
to reduce Exorbitant embluments'd office, and 
to reform the abuſes of ſinecure places and pen- 
ſions, unmerited by public ſervice. 

2. For a bill to eſtabliſh greate Mn in 
arliament, 


e 1 50 72 2 82 
t 3 
1. 1 + Hl þ to tho ten the durajlos of Pax- 
3 tg a term not. e three years. 
ae (with; only one diſſentit aL; voice) 
That the above — of 0 offered 
to dhe Fre E ee on * 
28th of m! 24g ” 
Tein | 
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Preceding at the "DE Mcting held af York 
| h on the ae Moved 1580. 
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| Motion being Eh and the Sn 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the form of 
Tad prepared by the Committee of "ary: 
one be now read. 

The Form of Aſſociation being read, and a 
motion being made and the queſtion put, 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Form of 
Aſſociation be adopted by this Meeting. | 

| Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Committee 
of ſixty-one gentlemen, together with Sir Wil. 
liam St. Quintin, Sir William Anderſon, Mr. T. 
Weddell, Dr. Swainſton, &c. &c. be a Commit · 
tee of Aſſociation, and that twenty-one gentle- 
men of the Committee, or more, be impowered 
to act as a Committee, to add to their number, 
and to take ſuch legal and conſtitutional mea- 
ſures as to them ſhall appear moſt expedient for 
promoting the objects of this Aſſociation. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That it is the opinion 
, of this Meeting, that the proſecution of an offen- 
ſive war in America, is moſt evidently a meaſure 
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which, by employing our great and enorinouſly 
expenſive military operations againſt the inhabi= 


tants of that country, prevents th from exert- 


ing its united, vigorous, and firm efforts, againſt 
the powers of Fratice and Spain, and has no other 
effet upon Americathan to continue, and thereby 


to increaſe the enmity which has fo long and ſo 


fatally ſubſiſted betwixt the arms of both, can 
be productive of no good whatever ; but, b 
preventing conciliation, threatens. tlie ac 
pliſhment of the final ruin of the Britiſh Empire. 
Reſolved, That. it be recommended to the 
Committee appointed by this Meeting, to con- 
ider of, and form upon legal and conſtitutional 
grounds, à proper * for the detecting and 
bringing to juſtice all perſons who, at the enſu- 
ing General Hection, ſhall either give or receive 
bribes for votes for the election of Members to 
ſerve in Parliament; and that ſuch plan, when 
ſettled and agreed upon, be communicated” to 
other Aﬀſociated bodies. + 7 07 00944 
| Reſolved, 'That' the letter from the Lords to 
the Chairman of the laſt General Meeting of the 
zoth of December, exprefling their concurrence 
with the meaſures agreed to by that Meeting, 
be now read. 


The letter being read, a motion made, and 


the queſtion put, | 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this 
Mecting be communicated by the Chairman to 
the 


t iso J 
Rete. for their concurrence in theſe mea: 
expreſſed by that letter. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this 
Meeting be given to Sir George Sayile for his 
o 

arly for enuous ſupport. e 
bien of this county in the, krete gehen 
Parliament. 

Reſolved unanimoiſly, That the thanks df this 

Meeting be given to. thoſe Members of Parlia- 
ment who have honoured this Menting with 
their concurrence in the Plan o f Aſſociation 
agreed to this day. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this 
Mecting be gi iven to the Rev. Mr; Wyvill, Sir 
Robert Hildyard, and J. S. Smith, Eſq; for their 
wile, judicious, and ſpirited conduct at the late 
Meeting of the Deputies in London. 

_ Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting b 
given to the Chairman, 

Reſolved, That this Meeting de adjourned, 
en to a dy the Committee of Aﬀociation. 

W. CRALONERS. Chairman. 
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Daher vl. 


Subſtance of the Debate at the Meeting at York. 


an the 28th of March, 1780. 


* 


HE buſineſs of the Meeting was opened k 
Mr. WrviII. He obſerved that at the 
Meeting, a petition to Parliament, dictated by 
the intereſts of the country and the neceſſities of 
the times, had been agreed to: That in order 
effetually to promote the object of the Petition, 
a Committee had been eſtabliſhed, with direc: 
tions to prepare a Plan of Aſſociation, on legal 
and conſtitutional grounds, calculated to ſupport 
public ceconomy, and to effect ſuch other mea- 
ſures as might conduce to reſtore the freedom 
of Parliament; that this had been done with 
great care and deliberation, and was now ſub- 
mitted by. the Committee to the ſuperior wits 

dom of that Aſſembly. 


He then adverted to the objections that had 


been made to the Aſſociation, as being illegal and 
ofa dangerous tendency. Nothing, he ob erved, 
was more T ug. than Aſſociations for impor- 
tant purpoſes or for ſes of little moment. 
They had heard of Affociations for the detection 
of ſwindlers; and even of Aſſociations for the 

preſervation 
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preſervation af game, and may not a body of 
freeholders affociate to give their joint votes to 
check corruption and preſerve the conſtitution, 
He then appealed firſt to the Aſſociation, entered 
into by both Houſes of Parliament, for the pre. 
ſervation of the conſtitution in the reign of King 
William the Third, by protecting the life of that 
Prince againſt the Aſſaſſination Plot; and then 
to another more recent Aſſociation, propoſed 
in the year 1745 by Archbiſhop Herring, and 
adopted by the county of Vork. That Aſſocia- 
tion, he obſerved, went farther than this was 
intended to go, even to the taking up of arms 
in ſupport of our laws and liberties againſt a 
Scotch Rebellion. He then quoted, in ſupport 
of the legality and innocence of the Aſſociation, 
the opinion of Lord Camden, and other great 
legal authorities; and as no law had forbidden 
the freeholders jointly to exerciſe their right of 
ſuffrage in the manner propoſed, it was evident, 
he thought, that it was a meaſure which they 
might ſafely and legally adopt either for the pre- 
ſervation or improvement of the conſtitution, 
He then alluded to the Chriſtian Club, eſtabliſhed 
at Shoreham, for the more commodious manage- 
ment of the buſineſs of corruption. This, he 
faid, was an Aſſociation for a very different pur- 
poſe, it was a Confederacy formed againſt the 
laws and againſt the conſtitution : the corrup- 
tion of Shoreham was general, and it had been 
juſtly. puniſhed by Parliament, with the disfran- 

| | chiſement 
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dhiſement of that town. This, he thought, was 


a confirmation of the opinion he contended for, 
as Shoreham was puniſhed, not becauſe it had 
aſſociated, but becauſe it had aſſociated for an 
unlawful purpoſe. Having thus endeavoured 
to obviate the force of any. argument which 
might be urged againſt the Aſſociation, on the 
general grounds of danger and illegality ; he 
begged leave to reſerve himſelf to anſwer 

cular objections, which any gentleman of that 


Aſſembly might advance againſt the meaſures 
propoſed in the Plan of Aſſociation, and would 


endeavour to give a diſtin reply to each objec- 
tion as it aroſe. He then moved that the Plan 
of Aſſociation ſhould be read. After which, 
Sir GEORGE SAVILE roſe, and acknowledging 
that it might be remembered that his conduct 
at the laſt Meeting was the reverſe of what it 
now was, ſaid that he then kept back as think- 
ing it his duty to wait for the ſentiments of his 
Conſtituents; and that though called upon at 


length to ſpeak, he roſe with great diflidence and 


unwillingneſs. Since that time the ſituation of 
this country is much altered, and he now thought 
that his early appearance might be proper, as 
what he had to communicate might poſſibly be 
of uſe to direct the deliberations of the Aſſem- 
bly. He then congratulated them upon the un- 
common ſpirit with which the Petition had been 
ſupported ; on the honour which this great 
x was univerſally acknowledged to = 
one 
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done itſelf by taking the lead in ſo great a m5. 
tional concern; and on the ſalutary effects which 
had already been produced by the Petitions.— 
He then came to the Aſſociation: To the increaſe 
of County Members he did not particularly ob. 
ject, it might be a good meaſure. As to trien- 
nial Parliaments they were the people's right, 
and if he knew, which he could pot do from the 
fenſe of that Room, perhaps not in leſs than 2 
month or ſix weeks, that the majority of his 
Conſtituents were for them, by that he ſhould 
think himſelf obliged to promote triennial Par- 
Haments; as to himſelf his mind was much a 
cart blanche upon the ſubject, he had not formed 
an opinion about them. However, with theſa 
articles in it, he could not ſign the Aſſociation. 
He perfectly approved of it for the purpoſe of 
reducing the influence of the Crown, by regu- 
lating and limiting the expenditure of public 
money, the enormous extent of which, and the 
ſhameful methads of accounting for it, he repre- 
ſented as the great ſource of the undue influ: 
ence complained of. In ſupport of this he read 
from printed papers ſome very remarkable ac: 
counts of the expenditure of public monies, of 
the army extraordinaries, of the vote of credit 
for a million, and of the penfion lift.” After ſome 
humorous remarks on theſe papers, he concluded 
with ſome obſervations on the ſtate of the na- 
tion, and the ruinqus conſequences of the war, 
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he ul of which, to believe Miniſters and Mis 
niſterial writers, was yet far of, 

Mr. HENRY Duncoubs ſucceeded him, ” 
roſe to ſecond Mr. Wyvill's motion. He pointed 
out the dreadful effefts of the American war in 
the ruin both of landlord and tenant; &c. ſpoke 
of the Miniftry as wicked and deſperate, but left 
them to the judgement of his country. He 
truſted that the real friends of the nation would 
now ſhow that they were ferious, by exerting 
every effort to reſtore the freedom of Parliament. 
And id being drawn a ridiculous picture of Mini- 
ſterial influence, by deſcribing the events of 2 
ſingle evening in the Houſe of Commons, he 
fat down. 

Mr. SNR STAannope, (Member for Car- 
liſte) ſucceeded Mr. Duncombe, He perfectly 
approved Sir George Savile's idea of the Aﬀo, 
ciation 3 and d hi he had ſuffered inexpreſſible 
unealineſs from the fituation of his mind with 
regard to it from which the worthy Baro 
by declaring his ſentiments on the ſubject, had 
relieved binn. Inſtead of an Aſſociation he 
would rather have recommended an Addreſs 
to the Throne, and deemed it an impoflibility 
that Majeſty ſhould turn a deaf ear to the com- 
plaints of an infulted people. He then made 
ſeveral obſeryations on Mr. Burke's bill and its 
ſucceſs; he ridiculed the idea of an impropriety 
in arr + into the r of the — 
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proved, 


1 
proved. The money granted to his Majeſty fa 


the uſe of the nation was in truſt only, was as 
much his, and every man's, as the King's, and 
it was nothing unbecoming to inquire into the 
application of it. He obſerved with pleaſure an 
increaſing minority; dwelt much on the good 
effects which had already been produced by the 
petitions, and hoped from them for every thing 
we wanted. It appeared to him of little mo- 
ment to obtain triennial Parliaments while the 
influence of the Crown remained. The adopt. 
ing ſuch ideas might cauſe diviſion among thoſe 
who were ynited in purſuing the object of the 
Petition: He urged attention to unanjmity, but 
called for free diſcuſſion, and profeſſed himſelf 
ready to receive inſtruction from any quarter. 
That Aſſociations like this were legal, appeared 
from the expreſs declaration of the Attorney- 
General. He objected to ſome particulars in it, 
but cordially joined in the attempt to regulate 
the public expences and reduce the influence of 
the Crown, He then animadverted on the dif- 
graces of the campaign, but oppoſed to it our 
ſucceſſes at ſea: And, ſpeaking of national bur- 
dens, he obſerved that while the houſe - tax lies 
heavy, and would lie heavier on London and 
all the great towns, the tax on malt and ſalt was 
directly levelled at the farmer and the cottager, I Mr. 
and would ſoon be felt by them. He concluded I nec 
by repeating what he had ſaid at the foriner MW. M 
Meeting, that the King was the Servant of the ber 
People, | 
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Sir Ius NoaglixTR 
hope; though he had. previouſly chalked out, 
the line he meant to take, he was glad to find, 
that without departing from it he ſhguld reply 
to the objections of the .honourable gentleman: 
who had ſpoken before him. Ho abſerved that 
triennial Parliaments were an i 
the conſtitution, Which it was pesellary to bring 
back to its antient eſtabliſhment, ; it was negeſ - 
ary not only tq xeſtrain and regulate the public, 
ue but an equal repreſentation muſt be. 
obtained by addition, to thę County Members) 
and by thorteping. the duration of Parliaments.z; 
theſe, meaſures would. improve public credit and, 
bring back public yirtuey; and by ele mans! 
due time, . the e Es binp 
ent Hauſe af Commons, Fe, [584 
ons might be bro * — bee 
ſupport of the Aflociation 
eh ie rh 140 5 
opinion that t. ee 
preferable, tg . ſaß 8 — — 
than either; till ch 
was reſtored — dere prop ow 
a precarjqus fonadatio 
Mr. ee 
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had employed te draw up a proper Plan ef N. 
ſociation, urged not only the expetiency but 
even the neceffity of adopting it. It Was uni- 
darth eee r n Ort 
ought to de litthited, and that in fact the inſlo- 
ence of che Crown was exerted to deſtroy the 
independency of Parliament. By what mean 
was this eo be eorrected ? Notwithſtanding all 
that had been faid concerning the pood feds 
of 3 and the hope that theſe ſug 
| the minority was not two hundred. He 

that if the Aſſociation was to be confined 
. of che influence of the 
Cron by the regulation of che public expend. 
ture, it Would be nugatory and ineſſectual, by 
no means futh 4 could ferve the wies of the 
Petitioners, or ſatisfy the expectation that had 
been conceived from the wiſdom and temper- 
ince of that Aﬀerbly, to which all —— 
this time directed Other means had 
 Helfe&tval, and afforded no ground 
The preſent Plan of Aſſociatſofr msd 
| — and fradfly adhered t6, muſt In the 
end prove ſucceſeful.—Nottig Was to be en. 
pected from the preſent Parathent, or the pre. 
ett mode of reprefentatibn ? ft was necaful to 


f che increaſe f in che Ati- 
Se er 


the p "E486 Crow: was to 
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by adding to che numbef of County:Members, | 
by ſhortening the duration of Paxliaments, and 
more frequently bringing back the Repreſenta- 
tives to their Conſtituents,” -placed the power 
where the power of Government ought to be, 
where he wiſhed to ſee it; where if it was once 
by ſuch means as theſe eſtabHhed, he hoped” it 
would remain for ever—IN THE PEOPLE; 
He ſpoke” to the difficulties which had been 
ſtated by the Members of Parliament who had 
already ſpoken, with great liberality of ſenti- 
ment and weight of rr It gave him 
pain to differ from ſo reſpectable a perſon as the 
Hon. Member who had ſo long repreſented this 
county with fo much credit to himſelf and ſatis· 
faction to his Conſtituents, and who had given 
the Aſſembly fo ſtriking à proof of the novelty 
there was of ſome vigorous meaſures to reſtrain 
the influence of the Crown, and to reſtore the 
Independency vf Parliament. He muſt, how- 
ever, give it as Hs opinion, that ineffectual EX 
ertions in behalf of Liberty were dan and 
hurtful*ts its intereſts,” and that if che Plan ot 
Afociation which Had been propoſed was de- 
ſerted, we might date from that day if not the 
ruin of them, yet at leaſt à more rapid decline 
in the hopes and intereſts of Britiſh Liberties; 
On the contrary; if it was unanimouſly and vi- 
goroully adopted as it ſtood, he truſted that it 
would f in the ond prove err to redreſs thei 


n grievances 


— — 


* the national expence; but he — the — 
tion of County Members would be attended with 
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des complained of, and to fix the power 

where the —. was—IN THE PEOPLE. 
Lord Joan Gays Dis roſe next: He declared 
he e could not ſign the Aſſociation. . He — 
it as a meaſure taken for diminiſhing the influ- 


0 5 = % 


ence of the Crown, by reducing 


great difficulties, and would be better omitted; 
as tending, in his opinion, to leſſen the probabi 
lity of ſucceſs to the Petition: And more fre- 
quent Elections to Parliament, he thought, wonld 
be an injurious change; fewer Independent Men 
would get into Parliament, they would be un- 
able to ſupport a triennial ſtruggle with the Tres. 
fury: Experience, he ſaid, had ſhown thak ſhort 
Parliaments had been under. influence :” 
Parliaments had been faithful, and {nec for 
the rights of the people: Adverſity was ſaid to 
be the beſt teacher, both of wiſdom and virtue, 
and to have ſat long in the Houſe, in a minority 
whoſe beſt meaſures were uniformly over. ruled, 
with a majority whoſe worſt meaſures were uni- 
tormly carried, might be pate to *. 
wiſe and good. 

Mr. HILL, among other in Jelivened wit 
great freedom and ſpirit, reprobated Mr. Stan- 
hope's idea of addreſſing the King. The Houle 
af Commons were the perſons with whom the 
people had to do, being their He la- 


mented that in the preſent ſtate of things, this 
county 
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county was not repreſented af all, one of its 


members voting one way, the other another.— 
He repreſented, the American war as the great 
ſource of our misfortunes; 'and gave notice of a 
motion to be made concerning it by à gentleman 


there preſent. Alluding to ſomething that had | 
fallen from Mr. Stanhope concerning the engage- 


ments which the Maſters of Arts at Cambridge 
might be already under, which might hinder 
their ſigning an Aſſociation like that propoſed, | 

he told the aſſembly that he was informed that 
the people of Cambridgeſhire were going to turn ' 


out their preſent members, for betraying the 
truſt they repoſed in them. He dwelt long and 


powerfully on the great importance of unanimity 
on fo ſerious and momentous an occafion: "Thoſe 
who were a in the great object, and the ge- 
neral line o purſuing i it, ought, he thought, to 
ſuppreſs their own peculiar wiſhes as to leſſer, 
incidental, and collateral matters, a ſentiment 
which came with great weight on thoſe who 
knew that this was the cafe and condu of the 
Speaker, 

After this, Mr. att roſe to obſerve that 
he thought the gentlemen who had declared their 
ſcruples to ſign the Aﬀociation, did not diſap- 
prove the conftitutional improvements which 
that meaſure was formed to attain.—It had not 
been denied that the people are very partially 
and very unfairly repreſented in, Parliament, or 
that the ſuperior-weight of the boroughs, * 

: L 3 A 


by reinforcing the repreſentation of the counties 


ance, and therefore they had guarded againſt it 
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has been found ſo dangerous to the country, 
would not be effectually checked and counteracted 


That, with reſpect to the ſhorter duration of Par. 
liament, the objection which had been inſiſted 
on was foreſcen by the Committee, was. confi. 
dered by them as an objection of much i import. 


with the utmoſt caution; that it was evid 

the meaning of that article, in the Plan of Aſſo. 
ciation, which reſpected ſhortening the duration 
of Parliament, that this meaſure ſhould take place 
after the neceſſary reforms in the expenditure of 
public money, and the repreſentation of the peo- 
ple; when more frequent elections might be re, 
ſored without danger to men of independent 
ſpirit and fortune, from the then diminiſheg 
influence of the Treaſury. That if, on this view ſu 
of the article in queſtion, the ſcruples of thoſe pl 
gentlemen ſhould ſtill remain, he ſhould extreme- un 
ly regret it, but, highly as he reſpected them, on WM ba 
this occaſion he ſhould certainly differ from them, WI de 
He was ſenſible of the great weight their opinions ch 
muſt have in that aſſembly, and was apprehenſive 
that what he had advanced might be conſidered an 
as the cloſet ſpeculations of an unexperienced ſet 
man; but he reminded the meeting, that he was By 2: 
ſupported againſt the opinion of thoſe experi: an 
enced gentlemen, by the authority of one of the = 
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moſt conſummate ſtateſmen whom this country 


had ever produced, In n. of Lord 
4 Chatham, 


-S g_ << co _wwcc=y 


my friends and countrymen;z-' go an, and he: 
free After which, the queſtion was put by the 
Chairman, and the Plan of Aſſociation received 
the approbation of the Meeting. 

The fourth reſolution reſpecting the American 
war, which Mr, Hill had alluded to, was moved 
by General HaLs, after a very ſpirited ſpeech, 
in which, having firft, with an air of great ſim- 
plicity and credibility, diſayowed all finiſter mo- 
tives and all fear of conſequences, he ſtated and 
ſupported his opinion, that mych of our unhap- 
pineſs aroſe from the American war, which was 
unjuſt in itſelf, impolitic in its tendencies, and 
had been, in many inſtances, proſecuted with a 
degree of cruelty which was diſgraceful to the 
character of this nation, and eyen to humankind. 

The motion was ſeconded by Mr. WrvviLL, 
and a letter of Mr. D. H 's on the ſubject, 
ſetting forth the miſchiefs of the American war, 
and the circymſtances which ſuggeſted hope that 
an accommodation with America might be ob- 
tained, if a diſpoſition to it which could be cre- 
dited were ſhown, was read, as a part of Mr. - 
d L 4 Wyvill's 


F r 


| Ls) 
Wyvill's ſpeech in ſupport of the motion; which 
immediately paſſed, like all the reſt, with teſti 
The only motion which did not paſs unanimouſſy 
but the majority which afſented to it was very 
great, and approached nearly to the whole num- 
ber of the aflembly. Te bis mung 
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Reſolutions a at a Meeting on the 29th of March, 
1780, of the Committee of Aſſociation, aps 
pointed at a General Meeting of the County of 
York, on'the 28th oy of March, 1780. 


Mr. F. Smyth Rev. John Robinſon 

Mr. Chaloner Mr. Strickland of Beverley 
Mr. Hildyard | Rev. William Maſon 

Sir James Norcliffe Rev. William Comber 
Rev. Henry Zouch Mr. Foljambe 

Mr, Tooker Mr. Duncombe 

Mr. Withers. Rev. William Cayley 

Mr. J. S. Smith | Lieutenant Colonel Thornton © 
Rev, Fred. Dodſworth Sir William Milner 
General Hale | Dean of York 

Rev. William Dealtry Sir William Anderſon 

Mr, Pool 87 Sir Wm. St. Quintin 

Mr. Dring Mr. T. Wedde 

Mr. H. Duncombe - Swainſton 


ty MEMBERS 
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| MEMBERS ELECTED this DAY, 
Nerv. Luke Tarker Mr. * | 
Sir Geo. Strickland. , Mx. B. Foord 


Reſolved, That no gentleman be admitted z 
Member of this Committee, to whom five gen. 
tlemen of the Committee, at the time of pro. 

g ſuch additional Member, ſhall object. 

Reſolved, That the following nn be 


added to this Committee. M 
; John Parker by; Woodthorpy © © 0, 
an: ev. John Stacye, Ballifield - * 


William Harriſon, Eſq; Orgrave 
bs | Samuel Walker, Eſq; Rotherham 
John Booth, Eſq; Bruſh-Houſe 
C. W. Childers, Eq; Cantley 
Laſcelles Sturdy Laſcelles, Eſq; E 
Barnard Foord, Eſq; Weſt-Heſlerton 
Thomas Grimſton, Eſq; Birkby 
Sir George Pariekiongs Nt Bart. Boynton 
4 ohn Courtney, Eſq; Bever 
ohn Milnes, Eſq; Wakefield 
Francis Maude, Eſq; Leathley 
Richard Wilſon, Eſq; Leeds 
Robert Athorpe Athorpe, Eſqz Dinnington 
Paclined acting Rev. Francis Blackburn, | 
Rev. John Whaley, Huggate 
ohn Grimſton, Eſq; Kilnwick 
Joo Mathews, Eſq; Whitby 
Mines, jun, Eſq; Wakefield 
Rev. Luke Yarker, Leyburn 
Rev. Robert Croft, Hayton 
James Stovin, Eſq; Whitgift 
Sir John Legard, Bart. Gantan 
Sir Joby Coghill, Bart. Coghill- Hall 
Peclined aRing—John Afpinall, Eſq; y 
Richard Milnes, Eſq; Wakefield | 
Rev, Thomas Zopch, Wycliffe 
N - - - Humphiy 


8 2 


to 


1 * } 


Humphrey Oſbaldeſton, Eſq; Hunmanby 
George Oſhaldeſton, Eſq; Hutton Buſhell 
William Dawſon, Eſq; Calvertſton 
Rev. John Dixon, Worſbrough * 
Rev. John Preſton, Aſkam- Bryan 

_ Gamaliel Lloyd, Eq Leeds 23 
John Micklewaite, Eſqy Leeds — 
Richard Sykes, Ef Hull oh 
John Dixon, Eſq; Gledbow | 

John Yarker, "Eſq; Leyborn Jew 
Declined acting - Sir George Cook, Bart. Wheatley 


Reſolved, That a Sub-Committee of corre- 
ſpondence, conſiſting of ſuch gentlemen of the 
Committee as reſide in or near York, or happen 
to be in York occaſionally, be eftabliſhed to pre- 
pare anſwers to letters, which may be received 
during the adjournment of this Committee, in 
order to be laid before this Committee at their 
next Meeting, and that thoſe gentlemen be re- 
queſted, in the mean time, to acknowledge the 
receipt of fuch letters, and to take ſuch meaſures 
as they may judge proper to promote the circus 
lation and fucceſs of the Form of Aﬀaciation, 
and alſo be impowereg, in caſe of any unfoxe- 
ſeen emergency, to call this Committee together. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to General Hale, for his ſpeech at the 
General Mecting, in which the ſentiments of the 
ſoldier and the free citizen were ſo liberally and 
ſo conſtitutionally expreſſed. 

Reſolved, That this Committee do adjourn 
to Wedneſday the third day of May nent. 

| C, WYVILL, 
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Paper IL 


Reſolutions at a Meeting of the Committee 1 


Aſſociation, held upon a Call by the Sub- Com, 
| mittee, on the 1 800 of Aar. 7508 


— 


— 
* — Y * 
_ * ft * * * 


PRESENT, 
bs Sir JAMES NORCLIFFF, Chairman, 
Mr. Morritt Mr. T. Place 
Sir William Anderſon Rev. R. Croft 
Rev. William Cayley . _ » Garfortb 
Mr. Grimfton St. vintin 
Rev. Jotin Preſton Rev. — oy 
Mr. T. Weddell | par. Br 
Mr. Croft * 
Mr. Croft, un. Mr. — 
Dean of York Sir William 
Mr. T. Grimſton i Mr. Barlow = 
Mr. Hill f Mr. Thompſon * 
Mr. Wentworth Ber. William * 


Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to John Dunning, Eſq; for the follow- 
ing motions made by him in the Houſe of Com- 
mons on the 6th inſtant. 

1. That it is neceſſary to declare that the in- 
fluence of the Crown has increaſed, i is increaſing, 
and ought to be diminiſhed. 0 - 

2. That it is competent t to the Houſe of Com: 

| * to exam ine into and to correct the abuſes 

in the expenditure of the Civil Liſt Revenue, as — 
W 


\ 


. 
well as in every other branch of the Public Rez | 
venue, whenever it ſhall ſeem expedient to the 
wiſdom of the Houſe ſo to do. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to Thomas Pitt, Eſq for tlie following 
motion made by him in the Houſe of Commons 
on the 6th inſtant. 

That it is the duty of the Houſe of Commons 
to provide as far as may be an Immediate and 
eſſectual redreſs of the abuſes complained of in 
the petitions preſented from the different coun- 
ties, cities, and towns, of this kin om. 

Reſolved, That whenever the ttee of 
this county ſhall be called together by the Sub- 
Committee, every Member thereof. ſhall have 
notice ſent to him of ſuch intended Meeting; 
and, that in the letter of notice, it ſhall. be figs 
nified upon what buſineſs the — A 
pected to proceed Wau 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That: the thanks of 
this Committee be given to thoſe gentlemen of 

the Sub-Committee, who __ * en 


Wm, 090 bar .% 
Lis NORCLIFFE, Chairman 
. pa. of the S ; 
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Repor of the Conlter pant e 
- Meeting of the County Suſſex, held at Lewes; 
en the 20th of January, 1780, for giving every 
oo and conſtitutional fue to their re 


Tas Cham a yous Gaile has, in 
obedience to your reſolution, written to 
all the Members of Parliament ſerving for the 
city and boroughs of this county, to ſolicit their 
in Parliament to your Petition 
Tour Committee, in purſuance of your reſo 
lution, © That they ſhould give every legal and 
conftitutional ſupport. to your Petition, have 
retutned their thanks to ſeveral Lords and Gen- 
tlemen, in both Houſes of Parliament, for mov- 
ing and ſupporting various propoſitions which 
appeared to your Committee, as greatly tending 
to promote the objects of your petitions, Theſe 
propoſitions were, 
iſt, One made by the Earl of Shelburne, in 
the Houſe of Lords, for appointing a Committee 
of Members of both Houſes of Parliament, poſ- 
neither emolument nor penſion, for ex- 


* into the public expenditure, and my 
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- 200,000.” a year, 
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mode of accounting for the fame; and mote pars 
ticularly into the manner of making all contracts 
and uſo for reforming or aboliſhing all ineffici- 
cnt or vieh Ee att 8e 7 2 
ariſing therefrom to legen th ent ruinous 
expenditure. Fifty-five Lords — for this 
motion, which was however  negatived, by 3 | 
conſiderable majority. 

2dly, A motion made by Sir George Savile, 
in the Houfe of Commons, for the penſion liſt ; 
ind one made by the Earl of Effingham, for 2 
lit of penſions held by Peers.. Both theſe mo- 
tions, although effentially neceffary, in order to 
effectuate one of the principal odjects of the 
prayer of your petitions, were negatived ; that 
in the Houſe of Lords by a large majority, that 
in the Houſe of Commons by two votes only, 
2 Web,! for the queſtion 186, 6 
it rs 3 

Idly, Several motiousd Made by wth. Butke, 
for bills to regulate and reform ſeveral branches 
of the Cin Lift, and other eſtabliſhments of 
Government, whereby a" ſum not leſt- chan 
would have been ſaved to the 
public, and the influence of the Crown over 
fifty Members öf Parliament, would have been 
taken away. One clauſe only of theſe excellent” 
bills has as pet Been tarried in the Houſe or 
Commons, viz. the abolition of the Board of 
Trade, conſiſting of eight Members of Furka- 
ment, "receiving great falaries, and who were 


| 1 x72 J 
voted uſeleſs. This vote was carried by 2 
jority of eight. For the Ae 207. Againk 
it 199. F 

The clauſes for abalithitlg the: new | office of a 
third Secretary. of State, for America, the. three 
ſubordinate Treaſuries in the Houſhold, and the 
| of Green Cloth, including thirteen, Mem- 
bers of Parliament, and one 8 2 
ſeven officers with 1 from a, year, 
and dowiwards, and for ſecuring 1 plus of 
the Civil Liſt revenue from being i to cor. 

were rejected. 

e, 4 Bl brought inte dle Houſe of Con 
mons by 35 Philip Jennings Clerke, for reſtrain- 
ing Members of that Houſe from Mncerned 
in contracts, unleſs; made at à pu bidding, 
This bill paſſed the Houſe | view a diviſion, 
and 1s now depending i in the Houſe of Lords. 

sthly, A motion made by Colonel Batre for 
a. commiſſion, of accounts. This. motion, was 
taken out of his hands by Lord | North, who wil 
naw have the appointment of the perſons who 
are to examine his own accounts. - . ED 

. .6thly, A reſolutiog,propoſed — Mr, Dupning, 
in the Houſe of Commons, That — 
of the Crown has increaſed, is increaſing 
ought to be diminiſhed. aa hs 12 c fol 
fowing propoſition had. 4 7 1 denied 
by the Miniſters, in, both Ho 
it was become highly neceſſary Ho Ay an 
wah declaration upon them... This * 
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was carried in the affirmative by the ſupporters 
of your petitions, againſt the utmoſt efforts of 
adminiſtration, by 'a majority of 233 to 215. 
+thly, Another reſolution propoſed by the 
fame gentleman, * That it is competent to the 
Houſe of Commons to examine into and correct 
the abuſes in the expenditure of the Civil Lift © 
Revenue, as well as in every other branch * 4 
Public Revenue, whenever it ſhall ſeem p 
ent to the wiſdom of the Houſe fo to do,” - 
was alſo carried on Fry” laſt, Vito a 
diviſion. tn 
8thly, A motion made by Mr. Thomas Pitt, 
tt That it is the duty of the Houſe of Commons, 
to provide, as far as may be, an immediate and 
eſſectual redreſs of the abuſes complained of in 
the petitions preſented from the different coun- 
ties, cities, and boroughs, in this kingdom.“ 
This motion alſo paſſed, on the ſame day, with- 
out a diviſion. 

Your Committee, from the beſt accounts they 
have been able to obtain, have reaſon to believe, 
that the Peers, and Members of the Houſe of 
Commons, belonging to this county, voted on 
the above queſtions as follow: If any miſtake 
ſhould appear in this liſt, it is hoped that thoſe 
who are concerned will reRify i it, that the county 
may diſtinguiſh thoſe who have ſupported, from 
thoſe who have oppoſed their petitions. 


M HOUSE 
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HOUSE of LORDS: { 
ee Earl of 2 


Duke of Richmond, For or 1 


Duke of Dorſet, Againſt 


Earl of Aſhburnham, Againſt 
* Earl of Egremont, For , 
Biſhop of Chicheiter, Againſt 
Lord Viſcount Hampden, Againſt 
Lord Abergavenny, For 
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Your Committee have alſo congratulated, the 
Earl of Shelburne en his recovery from the 
danger to which his life had been expoſed, for 
having animadverted in the Houſe of Peers on 
the improper appointments lately made in the 


new raiſed levies. 
Your Committee having obſerved in the pub- 


lic papers, a Proteſt againſt your Petition, thought 


it neceſſary to make an anſwer thereto, in which, 
your Committee truſt, they have fully vindicated 
your right to petition, and your petition itſelf, 

the unwarranted imputations that had been 


thrown upon it. As this anſwer has been pub- 


liſhed in the public papers, ſigned by their Chair- 
man, your Committee think it unneceſſary now 
to repeat it. 

YourCommittee having received an invitation 
to depute three of their Members to meet a like 
number of- Deputies from the Committees of 
other counties, cities, and towns, to confer on 


the objects of your petitions, appointed Mr. 


Frankland, their Chairinan, with Mr, Webſter 
and Mr. Peckham, for this purpoſe. And your 
Committee having received from this Meeting 
of Deputies a memorial and letter, ſigned by 
their Chairman, the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, think it 
their duty to lay the fame before this Mecting, 

and it is hereunto annexed. | 
Your Committee next turned their thoughts 
to perform that part of your inſtructions, where- 
in you direct them to . of and prepare 2 
t ** Plan 
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Plan for a General Aſſociation of this | 
for ſupporting the grounds of the Petition, and 
reſtoring independency to Parliament. And 
having taken the foregoing memorial and letter 
into conſideration, and likewiſe the reſolutions 
which paſſed in the Houſe of Commons on Thurſ- 
day laſt, are of opinion, that the ſituation pf af- 
fairs is conſiderably changed ſince the ſaid me- 
morial was framed, and conſequently may. re- 
quire different meaſures to be purſued, And 
our Committee conceive, that it is impoſlible 
but that the Houſe of Commons will proceed to 
diminiſh that influence, which it has reſolved it 
was neceſſary to declare ought to be diminiſhed, and 
will afford that immediate and effectual redreſs 
of the abuſes complained of in your petitions, 
which the fulleſt Houſe known tor many years 
has ſo lately voted it 1s be their duty to provide. 

Your Committee can aſcribe ſo great and ſo 
ſudden a change in the diſpoſition of the Houſe 
of Commons, to no other cauſe than the ſpirited 
exertions of the people, and the prudential at- 
tention of the Repreſentatives to their com- 
plaints in the year preceding a General Election: 
Nor can your Committee hope for its continu- 
ance but from a perſeverance on your parts in 
ſuch temperate and firm meaſures as you have 
hitherto purſued. 

In this new ſituation of affairs, it is the opi- 
nion of your Committee, which they ſubmit 
with all deference and reſpect to this Meeting, 

M 3 that 
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that it will be expedient to wait until the end 
of this Seſſion of Parliament, in expectation of 
the promiſed redreſs; and to poſtpone until that 
period entering into any Aſſociation, which, if 
the objects of your Petitions are fully granted, 
may become uſeleſs, or if refuſed, will be more 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary. 
Four Committee, perfe&tly coinciding with 
the memorial in the importance of adopting ſome 
meaſures for remedying the bad conſequences 
ariſing from the preſent length of Parliaments, 
and the unequal Repreſentation of the People, 
and other matters recommended in the Memo. 
rial, have agreed to ſeveral reſolutions, which 
they have directed their Chairman to Nm to 
this Meeting. 
Iſt, That thececonomicalreform b 
by the petitions, be unremittedly perſevered in, 
ad, That the influence of the Crown, which 
has increaſed, and is n rer ought to by di 
miniſhed. 
34s, That the duration of Parliaments ſhould 
be ſhortened. 
4th, That the unequal Repreſentation of the 
People is a grievance that ſtands in need of re- 
medy ; And that the addition to the preſent 
Repreſentatives of counties of a number of 
Members not leſs than one hundred, to be 
choſen in a due proportion by the ſeveral coun- 
ties of  Great-Britain, may tend to promote 


this OR reform, 1th wa 
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th, That the obtaining a law for taking the 
ſuffrages of the people, in ſuch a mode as to pre- 
rea beck ee 
of undue influence therein, is neceflary towards 

ſecuring the freedom of Parliament. 
6th, That in juſt expeRation of an immediate 
and effectual redreſs of the abuſes lained of 


in the Petitions of the People, which the Houſe 


of Commons have ſolemnly voted it to be their 

duty to provide, this county will poſtpone en- 
tering into any Aſſociation, until the end of the 
__ —_ of Parliament. 

2 new Committee be n 
with the ſame powers that were gk. 
former Committee; that the ſaid Committee 
ſhall be empowered to add to their number, 
and to call a General Meeting of this county, 
whenever they ſhall think it neceſſary, in order 
to lay before them a PLAN of ASSOCIATION, 

or ſuch other propoſitions, as the circumſtances 


of the times an © quire, 
f W. rk Chairman. 


| Meeting off the Nobility, - | mic Clergy, 
| Freeholders, and. other Inhabitants of the 
County of Suſſex, held on Thurſday the 13th 
day of April, 1780, by atfjournment from the 
| ſt General Meeting; at the Town-Hall 


report of the Committee was read, and 
alſo a letter from Sir Thomas Spencer 
Wilſon, Bart. one of the eee of 


this 1 which is as follows: 
IS CONT April 1 1x 1180, 
Sir, 1 
| YOUR favour of January the c 


20th ult. incloſing the Suſſex Petition to Parlia- 
ment, being directed to Bond-ſtreet, did not 
reach my hands till yeſterday, which I hope 
will apologize for a ſeeming inattention that 
would have been unpardonable. I have a very 
high reſpe& for the ſigners of that Petition, 
and never condemning any one for differing in 
opinion with me in political or other matters, 
m_ preſuming that * alone is the F 
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guide—I have a right to expect the ſame. in, 
dulgence from others: I moſt undoub : 
ſhould wiſh to have every part of my conduct 
approved of by thoſe whoſe judgement and 
principles I reſpect; but as 1 connect myſelf 
with no party whatſoever, will, in matters I 
think myſelf competent, judge for myſelf, al- 


ways moſt - heartily adopting; a good meaſure, 


though it ſhould come from my greateſt, ene- 
my, and rejecting an improper one, though 
propoſed by the perſons I molt eſteem. Some 
grievances urged in the Petition to exiſt, are 
what every man not benefited by their exiſting, 
muſt wiſh to be reformed, and no man more ſo 
than myſelf, Part of the refolutions, (if my 
health had permitted me to attend the Meeting) 
I never could have joined in, and the latter 
part of th 72 phi 1 moſt undoubtedly ſhould 
have obje | 

| truſt, Sir, that this letter, -exprefling my 
ſentiments, will by you be made known 0 the 
county of Suſſex at large. 


I am, Sir, with the higheſt" reſpect to the 
ſigners of the Petition, and, to the noblemen 
and gentlemen compoſing the Committee, their 


and your moſt obliged, and' very obedient hum- 


ble ſervant, 
THOMAS SPENCER WILSON. 

To WILLIAM DRANKLAND> Eſq; Chairman of 

z Committee, appointed by a Meeting of the 

Noblemen, 


— 


A 
Noblemen, il Clergy, Freeholders, and 
other inhabitants of the county of Suffex, held 
at Lewes, Jan. 20, 1780, 5 


Reſolved, with only three Aiffentient n 
That the oeconomical reform, recommended by 
the Petitions, be unremittingly perſevered in. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the influence of 
the Crown, which has increaſed, and is WU 
ing. ought to be diminiſhed. 

Reſolved, with only one difſentient voice, 
That the duration of Parliamants ſhould be 
| Chortened. 

Reſolved, with NEE two difſentient voices, 
That the unequal Repreſentation of the People 
is a grievance that ſtands in need of remedy ; 
and that the addition to the preſent Repreſenta- 
tives of counties, of a number of Members, not 
Jeſs than one hundred, to be [choſen in a due 
proportion by the ſeveral counties of 'Great- 
Britain, may tend to promote this 9 
reform. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the obtaining a 
law for taking the ſuffrages of the people, in 
ſuch a mode as to prevent. both expence in 
elections and the operation of undue influence 
therein, is neceflary towards Securing the Free- 
mir i Ju with only one difſentient voice, 

in — 2 of an immediate 


— 45 


Poo 


> > Þ , #% YT Fr YO CORR TE 2” "2: 


in > w OO 


* 
— 


in 
in 
ce 
ce 
ce, 
ate 
ed 
of 


[ 183 J 
of in the Petitions of the People, which the 
Houſe of Commons have ſolemnly voted to be 
their duty to, provide, this county will 
entering into any Aſſociation until the end. of 
the preſent Seſſions of Parliament. 
Reſolved, with only three diſſentient Weiden 
That a new Committee be appointed with the 
fame powers that were given to the former 
Committee; that the ſaid Committee ſhall be 
empowered to add to their number'gentlemen 
having property in Suſſex, and to call a General 
Meeting of this county whenever they ſhall 
think it neceflary, in order to lay before them 
a Plan of Aſſociation, or ſuch other propoſitions 


as the circumſtances of the caſe may require. 


The faid Committee to conſiſt of the follow. f 
ing gentlemen, viz. 


Duke of Richmond Rev. Mr. Bethune 
Right Hon. Earl of Egremont Richard Betteſworth, Efq; 


Lord George Lenox Harry Biſhop, Eſq; 
Right Hon. Lord Abergavenny Samuel Blunt, Eſq 
Hon. Charles Wyndham William Board, 

Hon, Henry Neville William Brereton, Eſq; 
Hon, George Neville Charles Buckner, Eſq; 

Sir Harry Featherſtone, Bart, Rev. Mr. — 

Sir Harry Goring, Bart. John Challen, Eſq; 

Sir Thomas Milter, Bart. - Thomas Chown, Eſq; 


Sir George Thamas, Bart. John Cranſton, Eſq; 

Sir Godfrey Webſter, Bart. Rev, Mr. Coppard 

Sir John Brewer Davis, Knut. Rev. Mr. Davis 

John Aldridge, Eſq; - Rev. Mr. D'Oyley 

Rev, John Atkinſon Michael Dorſett, Rü 
John Barkſhell, Eſq; William Frankland, Eſq; | 
Rev, Mr. Bayley John Fuller of Heathfield, EH 
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William Green of Findon, Eſq; Rev. Henry Peckham 
William Green of Lewes, Eſq; Nathaniel Polhill, Eſq; 
2 


— Goble, Eſq; 

mas Hay, Eſq; . 
Henry Jackſon, Eſq; h 
Wm. Kempe, Serjeant at Law 
Thomas Kempe, Eſq; 
William Mill Leeves, Eſq; 
James Lloyd, Eſq; 
Stephen Luſhington, Eſq; 
John Luther, Eſq; 

Gawen Harris Naſh, Eſq; 
Bingham Newland, Eſq; 
Thomas Norton, Eſq; 

John Norton, Ef 
John Bridger Norton, Eſq; 

John Pain, Eſq; 

Harry Peckham, Eſq; 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to William Frankland, 
Eſq; the Chairman, and to' G 
and Harry Peckham, Eſqrs. for the able and 
faithful diſcharge of the truſt 
as Deputies to the General Committee held in 
London. And that the thanks of this Meeting 
be alſo given to the Committee appointed on 
the 2oth of January laſt, for their attention and 


Dr. Rycroft 0 
Rev. Mr. Shenton 
William Smith, Eſq; 

Rev. Charles Smith 
Walter Smyth, Eſq; 
Thomas Steele, Eſq; 
George White Thomas, Eſq; 
Nathaniel Tredcroft, Eſq; 
Rev. Mr, Tredcroft 
Rev. Mr. Tripp 
Dr, Watts 

Rev, Mr. Webber | 
Godfrey Webſter, Eſq; 
Rev. William Woodward. 


odfrey Webſter 
repoſed in them, 


pains in forwarding the object of the Petition. * 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Meeting be * 
adjourned fine die, ſubject to the call of the WW pe 


Chairman, and a quorum of the ſaid Commit- an. 
tee, in the Lewes Journal. 


thi 

W. FRANKLAND, Chairman. ve: 
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bens HzzTronD, April 17, 1780, 
Proceedings at the adjourned General Meeting of 
\ the County of Hertford, held this day at the 
Shire-houſe, in the Town of Hertford. 


— 


The fullnving Plan of Aﬀociation war agreed tos 


'T HEREAS a Petition, agreed on at a Ge- 
neral Meeting of this county on Mon- 
day the 17th of January laſt, praying for an 
economical reform in the expenditure of public 
money, and for a reduction of the influence of 
the Crown, has been preſented to the Houſe of 
Commons in the names of the freeholders of 
this county, and no effeQual redreſs has yet been 
obtained of the abuſes therein ſtated, - 
We, the Nobility, Gentlemen, Clergy, and 
Freeholders, of the ſaid county, conſidering the 
various arts which have been uſed by. the ene- 
mies of our happy conſtitution, to miſrepreſent 
our motives and conduct, in promoting the faid: 
Petition, do thus publicly declare our entire 
and zealous approbation of the Legiſlature of 
this country, as placed in the free and inde- 
pendent concurrence of King, Lords, and Com- 
mons, and that we moſt anxiouſly and ſincerely 
v. vich the bleſſing of this form of Legiſlature may 
: | * 
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de continued to our lateſt poſterity. And ſeeing 
the neceſlity of a ſpeedy reformation of the abuſes 
and grievances mentioned in the ſaid Petition, 
do agree to unite and aſſociate ourſelves, and to 
encourage all other land-owners of this county 


to aſſociate with us, for the purpoſe of obtaining 
a bill, or bills, to diminiſh the increaſed and In. 
creaſing influence of the Crown; to corre& 
profuſion in the expenditure of the public mo- 
ney; to regulate the manner of making all 
public contracts, and mode of keeping and paßt. 
ing public accounts; to reduce exorbitant emo- 
luments of office; to reform the abuſes of fine. 
cure places, and penſions unmerited by public 
ſervice, —and to limit the number of placemen 
fitting in Parliament. | 

And in order more effectually to promote this 
falutary plan 'of public reformation,—we do 
Jointly and ſeparately reſolve unremittingly to 
perſevere in ſupporting, to the utmoſt of our 
power, theſe and all other regulations neteſſary 
for obtaining the objects propoſed in the faid 
Petition; and we teſtify the ſame by our ſigna- 


tures reſpeQively; 
After which the following reſolutions were 


moved, and unanimouſly agreed to. 

1. Reſolved nem. con. That a bill to eſtabliſh 
greater equality in the Repreſentation of the 
People in Parliament, by allowing the ſeveral 
dounties of the kingdom of Great-Britain to 
ele, in a due proportion, one hundred r 
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at leak, in addition to the preſent number, may 
tend to promote the ſaid reform. 

2. Reſolved nem. con. That a bill to Morten 
the duration of Parliament, to a term not ex- 
ceeding three years, may tend to promote the 
faid wn E 

3- That this Meeting will diſcountenance all 
corrupt and unneceſſary expences at any future 
elections, as {ſuch diſcouragement will promote 
in a conſiderable degree the freedom of election, 
which muſt immediately tend to ſecure the In- 
dependence of Parliament. 

4. That it is the opinion of this Meeting, that 
ing on a war againſt North America is 
evidently a meaſure which, by employing 

our great and enormouſly expentive military 
operations againſt the inhabitants of that coun- 
try, prevents this from exerting its united, 
vigorous, and firm efforts againſt the powers of 
France and Spain; and has no other effect upon 
America, than to continue, and thereby to in- 
creaſe, the enmity which has ſo long and ſu 
fatally ſubſiſted between the two countries, can 
be productive of no good whatſoever, —buf by 
preventing conciliation, threatens the accom- 
pliſhment of the final ruin of the Britiſh empire. 

5. That the Commnittee heretofore appointed, 
be a Committee of Aſſotiation, and that nine 
gentlemen of the Committee, or more, be em- 
powered to act as a Committee; to add to their | 
number, and to take ſuch legal and co | 
theafures as to them ſhall appear moſt expedient 
for promoting the objects of the Aſſociation. 


f iss 1 
b. That it be an inſtruction of this Meeting to 
their Committee, now appointed, to endeavour 
to procure, as ſoon as may be convenient, a ge: 
neral deputation from all ſuch Petitioning Bodies 
as ſhall have aſſociated for the purpoſe of obtain- 
ing redreſs of the national grievances, to be held 
in the city of London'or Weſtminſter, to com- 
pare their ſeveral Plans of Aſſociation, and to 
conſult upon a general union, in ſuch conſtitu- 
tional meaſures, as to them ſhall appear neceſſary 
for the attainment of the above objects; ſubject 
bo ſuch further inſtructions as the General Meet. 
of this county may think fit to give. 
72. Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting 
be given to George Jennings, E e Chairman, 
8. Reſolved unanimouſly, 342 George Jen- 
nings, Eſq; be appointed Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Aſſociation. 


9. Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 


this Meeting be given to William Plumer and 
Thomas Halſey, Eſquires, the Repreſentatives 
of this county, John Radcliffe, Eſq; the Member 
for the town of St. Alban's, Lord George H. 
Cavendiſh, Sir A. Hume, Bart. William Baker, 
George Byng, Eſqrs. Sir Philip Jennings Clerke, 
Bart. and the Right Hon. T. Townſend, Mem- 
bers of the Committee, aſſembled by the General 
Meeting of this county, for their ſteady and de- 
cided ſupport of the rights and petitions of the 
People, both in and out of Parliament. 


That this Meeting be adjourned, ſubje to - 


Call by the Committee of Aſſociation. 
GEORGE * Chairman. 


t ifs J 
. 
Report of the Committee, appointed by the General 
Meeting of the County Eſſex, held in the 
Shire-hall, af Chelmsford, on the 24h of Jann! 
ary, 1780, for giving every legal and conſtitu- 
tional ſupport to their Petition, preſented fo 
the General Meeting of that, County, held. at 
the ſame place on the 25th day of April, 1780. 


hh 


oj 


\7 OUR Committee conſidering the various 
arts which have been uſed by the enemies 
of our happy conſtitation, to miſrepreſent the 
motives and conduct of the Committee, do think 
proper thus publicly to declare their entire aps 
probation of the Legiſlative power of this coun- 
try, as placed in the free and independent con- 
currence of King, Lords, and Commons; and ' 
this Committee do anxiouſly wiſh the bleflings 
of this Form of Government to be continued to 
their lateſt poſterity in its conſtitutional purity. 
Your Committee, for the purpoſe of carrying 
on the neceflary correſpondence” for effeftually 
promoting the objects of your Petition, have, by 
their Chairman, written to all the Members of 
Parliament, ſerving for the borouglis of this 
county, to ſolicit their ſuppott in Parliament to 
your Petitions | | 
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Your Committee have returned their thank4 


1 to ſeveral Lords and Gentlemen, i in both Houſes 


of Parliament, for moving-and ſupporting vari. 
ous propoſitions, which appeared to your Com: 
mittee as greatly tending to promote the object 
of your petitions: theſe propoſitions were 
iſt. One made by the Earl of Shelburne, in 
the Houſe of Lords, for appointing a Committee 
of Members of both Houſes of Parliament, pol. 
ſeſſing neither emolument nor penſion, to ea. 


mine into the public expenditure, and the mode 


of accounting for the ſame; and more patticu. 


larly into the manner of making all contracts; 


and alſo for reforming or aboliſhing all inefficient 
or uſeleſs offices, and for applying the ſavings 
ariſing therefrom to leſſen the preſent ruinous 
expenditure ; fifty-five Lords voted for this 
motion, which was however negatived by 2 
conſiderable majority. 
 2dly- A motion made by Sir George Savile, 
in the Houſe of Commons, for the penſion liſt; 
and one made by the Earl of Effingham, for 
liſt of penſions held by Peers, - both theſe mo- 
tions, although eſſentially neceſſary in order to 
effectuate one of the principal objects of the 
prayer of your petitions, were-negatived : that 
m the Houſe of Commons by two only, there 
having been for the queſtion 186, againſt it 188. 
- 4dly. Several motions made by Mr. Burke 
for bills to regulate and reform certain branches 
of the civil liſt, and other eſtabliſhments of go- 
vernment, 
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vernment, whereby a ſum not leſs than 200, oool. 
4 year would have been ſaved to the public, and 
the influence of the Crown. over fifty Members 
of Pirliament would. have been taken away, 
one clauſe only of theſe excellent bills has as yet 
been carried in the Houſe of Commons, viz. The 
abolition of the Board of Trade, conſiſting of 
eight Members of Parliament, receiving great 
alaries, and who were voted uſeleſs : this vote 
was carried by a majority of eight for the que - 
tion 207, againſt it 199. 

The clauſes for aboliſhing the new office of a 
third Secretary of State for America, the three 
ſubordinate Treaſuries in the Houſchold, and the 
Board of Green Cloth, including 13 Members 
2 Parliament, and 147 Officers, with ſalaries 

om pool. a year and downwards; and for ſe- 
curing the ſurplus of the civil liſt revenue from 
being applied to corrupt purpoſes, were rejected. 

gthly. A bill brought into the Houſe of Com- 
mons by Sir Philip Jennings Clerke, for reſtrain- 
ing Membeis of that Houſe from being concerned 
in contracts, unleſs made at a public bidding. 
This bill paſſed the Houſe of Commons without 
a diviſion, but to our very great concern was 
rejected in.the Houſe of Lords. 

Sthly. A motion made by Colonel Barre, for 
z commiſſion of accounts. This motion was 
taken out of his hands by Lord North, who has 
now the appointment of the perſons who are to 
examine his own accounts. 


* 
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6thly, A reſolution propoſed by Mr. During 
in the Houſe of Commons, That the influence 
of the Crown, has increaſed, is increaſing, and 
_ ought to be diminiſhed.” As this and \ fol. 
lowing propoſitions had been frequently denied 
by the Minifters, in both Houſes of Parliament, 
it was become highly neceſſary to come to an 
explicit declaration upon them. This queſtion 
was carried in the affirmative by the ſupporters 
of your petitions, againſt the utmoſt efforts of 
Adminiſttation, by a majority of 233 to 215. 
Ithly, Another reſolution propoſed by the 
ſame gentleman, © That it is competent to the 
Houſe of Commons to examine into and correct 
the abuſes in the expenditure of the civil liſt 
revenue, as well as in every other branch of the 
public revenue; whenever it ſhall ſeem expedient 
to the wifdom af the Houſe fo to do,“ which 
was alfo carried without a diviſion. 
_  8thly. A motion made by Mr. Thomas Pitt, 
< That it is the duty of the Houſe of Commons, 
to provide as far as may be, an immediate and 
effectual redreſs of the abuſes complained of in 
petitions preſented froſn different counties, cities, 
and boroughs, in this kingdom.“ This motion 
alſo paſſed on the fame day without æ diviſion. 
gthly. A motion made by John Crewe, Eſq; 
in the Houſe of Commons, for a bill to exclude 
revenue officers from voting at elections, a mea- 
fore tending to promote one of the great objects 
of the petitions of this county, by — 
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Crown. Which motion was rejected. 

Your Committee, from the beſt accounts they 
have been able to-obtain, have reaſon to believe 
that the Members -of the Houſe: of Commans, 
belonging to this county, voted on the above 
queſtions as follows :—If any miſtake ſhauld 
appear in this hiſt, it is hoped that thoſe who 
are concerned will rectify it, that the county 
may diſtinguiſh thoſe who have ſupported, from 


thoſe who have oppoſed, their Aer to the 
Houſe N Fe, „ | 


* ö 
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Againſt | 
Abainſt 
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hd Luther, 
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Your Committee have alſo congratulated the 
Farl of Shelburne on his recovery from the 
danger to which his life had been expoſed, for 
having animadverted in the Houſe of Peers on 
the improper appointments lately made in the 
new raiſed levies, . 

Your Committee having obſerved, in the * | 
lic papers, a letter addrefſed to William Godfrey, 
Eſq; the late Sheriff of this county, ſigned by a 
part of the Grand Jury, thanking him for hav- 
ing declined to call a County Meeting for the 
purpoſe of Petitioning Parliament for a redreſs 
of grievances, which letter reflected highly upon 
the unanimous proceedings of the late County 
Meeting held for the above purpoſe: your Com- 
mittee did conceive it neceflary to take ſuch letter 
into their ſerious conſideration, and did accord- 
ingly publiſh their ſenſe of its contents, in juſti- 
fication of the conduct of ſuch Meeting, from 
the illiberal and unwarrantable attack which 
that letter contained; and as the ſame has been 
inſerted in the public papers, they now * it 
unneceſſary to be here repeated. 

Vour Committee haying received an invita- 
tion to depute three of their Members to meet 
the Deputies from the Committees of other 
counties, cities, and towns, to confer on the ob- 
jets of your petitions, appointed Sir Robert 
Smyth, Bart. Richard Muilman Trench Chiſwell, 
Eſq; and Richard Baker, Eſq; for this purpoſe, 
and your Committee having received. from this 

N 4. Meeting 
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Meeting of Deputies a memorial ſigned by wa 
Chairman, the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, 2 
publiſhed, and circulated, the ſame — 
this county. 

Your Committee next attending to that part 
of your inſtructions, whenein you direct them 
to conſider of, and prepare, a Plan for a General 
Aſſociation of this county, for ſupporting the 
grounds of the Petition, and reſtoring indepen 
dency to Parliament, have accordingly prepared 
ſuch plan, which they now ſubmit to the general 


ſenſe of this Meeting. 
| " ROBERT SMYTH, 
Chairman of the Committee, 


Paper VII. 


dings at @ very numerous and ref pectable 
Meeting of the Gentlemen, Clergy, Freeholders, 
and other Inhabitants, of the County of Eſles, 
held on Tueſday, the 25th day of April, 1780, by 
adjournment from the laſt General Meeting, af 
the Shire-hall, in dee. 


Form eee been agreed ta 
by the Committee of the county of Eſſex, 
was recommended to the General Meeting; 


*2 motion being 9 75 the queſtion put 


Reſolyed, 


Derr 2 
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Reſolved, with only four diſſentient voices, 
That this Form of Afſociation be adopted by 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Committee 
of Correſpondence be appointed a Committee of 
Aſſociation, and be empowered to add to their 
pumber, and to take ſuch legal and conſtitutional 
meaſures as to them ſhall appear moſt expedient 
for promoting the object of this Aflaciation. 

Reſolved. unanimouſly, That it be an inſtruc- 
tion of this Meeting to the Committee now ap- 
pointed, to endeavour, as ſoon as may be conve- 
nient, to procure à general deputation from all 
ſuch Petitioning Bodies as ſhall have aſſociated, 
for the purpoſe of obtaining a.redreſs of the na- 
tional grievances, to be held in the cities of 
London or Weſtminſter, ſuch deputation hav» 
ing full power and authority from their reſpec- 
tive Committees to compare the ſeyeral plans of 
Aſſociation, and to conſulffang determine upon 
a general union, in ſuch conſtitutional meaſures 
as ſhall to them appear neceſſary for the obtain» 
ment of the above object. Ai 5 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That it be recom- 
mended to the Committee appointed by this 
meeting, to conſider of, and form, upon legal 
and conſtitutional grounds, a proper plan for the 
detecting and bringing to juſtice all perſons who 
at the enſuing general clection ſhall either give 
or receive bribes for the election of members to 


ferve in Parliament ; and that fuch plan, when 
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fettled and agreed upon, be communicated ty 


ether aſſociated bodies. 
Reſolved unanimo ofa That this meeting lot, 
ſibly regret the rejectioũ of the ContraRtor's bill 


by the Houſe of Lords, on the 14th inſtant, az 
tending to difappoint the expectations of the pe- 
titioners ; and that the of this meeting 
be given to the forty-one Lords who ſupported 
the above bill, and thereby ſhewed their atten. 
tion to the wiſhes of the people, expreſſed in 
their petitions to the Houſe of Commons, 

Reſolved unanimouffy, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to John Luther, 'Eſq; for 
His unremitted zeal in promoting every object 
of the petitioners ; and that they declare their 
entire approbation of his Parliamentary conduct 
on all queſtions reſpecting the nation in general, 
and the particular rights and intereſts of hit 
renn. 

Reſolved unanimduſty, That the thanks of 
this meeting be given to Sir Robert Smith, Bart. 
(Chairman of the Committee) Richard Muilman 
Trench Chiſwell, and Richard Baker, Eſqrs. for 
the able and faithful diſcharge of the truſt re- 
poſed 1 in them, as deputies to the General Com- 
mittee held in London; and that the thanks of 
this meeting be alſo given to the Committee ap- 
pointed on the 24th of Janvary laſt, for their at- 
tention and pains in forwarding the object of 


e petition. 
| Reſolved 1 That the thanks 4. 
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meeting. | 


xjourned, ſubject to a call of the Rds INT of! 
Allociation. 
R. MUILMAN. TRENCH | 
Chairman of the Meeting. 


* The Form of Aſſociation being nearly the ſame as that adopt- 
el by the county of York, is therefore omitted. To the propoſition 
for Members of the Houſe of Commons to be elected to ſerve in 
Parliament, for a term not exceeding three years, an addition was 
made, declaring that annual Parliaments are the'birthright of 
Engliſhmen ;” but the ſpecific meaſures for obtaining which, _ 
counties of Ader and Wann. were the ſame. 


Paper VIII. 


Letter from David Parry, Ely to the Rer. 
C. Wyvill - 


Car vonzTr, near Saliſbury, May 8, 1780. 


I HAVE the honour of 
tranſmitting to you the proceedings of the Ge- 
neral Aſſembly of the County of Dorſet, and 
beg to obſerve, that the extenſive ſubject at pre- 
ſent under the conſideration of the people is 
certainly as ſerious in its nature, and will m_ 


Sir, 


this meeting be „eee 
Reſolved 1 That this meeting be. 
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leſs be of as much magnitude in its conſequetice, 
as ever was agitated in this country. The good 
or ill, the happineſs or miſery, of the nation, 
hang upon its fate. It- is totally unconneQed 
with party, totally untainted with party preju- 
dices, and infinitely intereſting to every indivi. 
dual in- this kingdom; who is, or thinks he is, 
intitled to any ſhare of civil or political liberty; 
and I truſt no member of the community at large, 
and particularly of the Free and Independent 
Body of Aſſociators, will ever relinquiſh his claim 
to theſe ſovereign bleſſings, or be, by the haughty 
inſulting language of ill. aequĩred power, intimi- 
dated from exerting evefy faculty he is poſſeſſed 
of, to the full attainment of our preſent laudable 

urſuit inall its parts; which ſteady perſeverance, 
and a general aſſociation, upon liberal conſtitu · 


tional grounds, cannot fail of producing. 7 
I have the honour to be, | c 
With all poſſible reſpect, f c 
3 h 
Your moſt obedient, ir 
And moſt humble ſervant, 1 
nr, 01 

Chairman of the Dorſetſhire 
a Committee. - 
z ES 4 w 
To the Rev. Mr. WrviLL, ha 


- York-Tavern, York. 
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Paper IX. 


DorcnesTEr, 25th April, 1586! 
Proceedings at tht Adjourned General Meeting of 
the —_— of Dorlet, held in the Shire-Hall. 


A Report of the Progreſs of the Committee 
of Correſpondence was made by the Chair- 
man, who then left the chair, but was unani- 
mouſly requeſted to reſume it. A Committee 
of Aſſociation was appointed; and the follow- 
ing Ferms of Aſſociation were agreed to, and 
ſigned by all preſent— 


WHEREAS a petition, agreed on at a Gene- 
ral Meeting of this County, on Tueſday the 27th 
day of January, 1780, praying for an ceconomi- 
cal reform in the expenditure of public money, 
has been preſented to the Houſe of Commons, 
in the names of the frecholders of this county, 
ind no effectual redreſs has yet been obtained 
of the abuſes therein ſtated. _ 

WE, the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders 
of the ſaid county, conſidering the various arts 
which have been uſed by the encmies of our 
happy conſtitution to miſrepreſent our motives 
and conduct in promoting the ſaid petition, dg 
thus publicly declare our entire and zealous ap- 
probation of the legiſlature of this country, as 

placed 
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placed in the free and independent concurrence 
of King, Lords, and Commons, and that we 
moſt anxiouſly and ſincerely with the bleſſing of 
this form of legiſlature may be continued to our 
_ poſterity ;. and ſeeing the neceſſity of 2 
peedy reformation of the abuſes and grievances 
mentioned in the ſaid petition, do agree to unite 
in ſuch juſt and legal means as may be neceſſary 
for the obtaining a bill or bills to diminiſh the 
encreaſed and encreafing influence of the Crown; 
to correct profuſion in the expenditure of public 
money; to tegulate the manner of making all 
public contracts, ind the mode of keeping ind 
paſſing all public accounts; to reduce exorbitant 
emoluments bf office; to reform the abuſes of 
ſinecure places and penſions, unmerited by pub- 
lic ſervice; and to limit the number of placemen 

mg in Baan  IITTTYSD 
And whereas we cannot but think, that the 
unllappy ſtate to which this once-flouriſhing 
country is now reduced, has in a great meaſure 
been owing to the raſh and imprudent conteſt 
ſo long and ſo unptoſperouſſy purſued with 
North-America, „ 
It is reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting 
be given to thoſe members of both Houſes of 
Parliament, who, foreſeeing, and forewarning 
the country of the conſequences, have uniformly 
oppoſed the coercive meaſures againſt America; 
and that they may be entreated to uſe their 
wiſdom in accompliſhing, and not even yet to 
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deſpair of eſſecting, a reunion with that country; 


on "eneficial, juſt, and honourable terms. 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting be 
returned to the Houſe of Commons, for the kind 
attention they have ſhewn to the petitions of the 
people, in unanimouſly paſſing a bill for the ex 
pulſion of contractors from a ſeat in that Houſe ; 
but, at the ſame time, they cannot help expreſ- 
ſing their great mortification and diſappointment 
on hearing that the other Houſe have fruſtrated 
their good intentions; and thrown a damp on 


the hopes of the people, by paſling a negative 
on it. 


| Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this meet- 
ing, that the people of England have, and always 
had, a clear, unalienable, indefeaſible right to an 
adequate and equal repreſentation, as well as an 
annual election of their repreſentatives, founded 
upon ſtronger grounds than that of any act or 
acts of Parliament; and that the attainment of 
thoſe important conſtitutional objects is the moſt 
eſſectual expedient for reſtoring and ſecuring the 
independence of Parliament. by 

Reſolved, That it be an inſtruction of this 
meeting to our repreſentatives in Parliament, 
Humphrey Sturt and George Pitt, Eſquires, to 
uſe their beſt endeavours to procure an act for 
obtaining a more equal repreſentation in Parlia- 
ment, by the addition of at leaſt one hundred 
members, to be choſen in a due proportion by 
the ſeveral counties of the kingdom of Great- 
Britain, 

Reſolved, 
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Refolved, That it be an inſtruction of thi 
meeting to our repreſentatives in Parliament; 
Humphrey Sturt and George Pitt, Eſquires, to 
uſe their beſt endeavours to procure an act for 
tortening the duration of Parliament to a term 
not exceeding three years. 

. Reſolved, That the Committee appointed by 
the laſt general meeting, together with Lord 
Temple, Lord Spencer, Lord Althorpe, Mr. 
Brand Hollis; Mr. Halſey, Mr. Randal, Mr. 

+ Chaffery; Dr. Tucker, Mr. james, Rev. 
Storey, Mr. White, Mr. Wray, Mr. Gallop, Dr 
Gallop, Mr; Cozens, and Mr. Shirley be a Com- 
mittee of Aﬀociation; and that nine or more be 
empowered. to act as. a Committee, to add to 
their number, and to take ſuch legal and conſti- 
tutional meaſures as to them ſhall appear moſt 
expedient for promoting the objects of this Af: 
ſociation: 

| Reſolved; That it is the opinion of this meet- 
ing, that the proſecution of an offenſive war with 
America is moſt evidently a meaſure which, by 
employing our great and enormouſly expenſive 
military operations againſt the inhabitants of that 
country, prevents this from exerting its united, 
vigourous, and firm efforts againſt the powers of 
France and Spain, and has no other effe& upon 
America than to continue, and thereby to en - 
greaſe, the enmity which has ſo long and ſo fa- 
tally ſubſiſted betwixt the arms of both ; can be 
productive of no good whatſoever, but, by pre. 


venting 
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venting conciliation, threatens the accom 
ment of the final ruin of the Britiſh Empire. 

Reſolved, That in order to remove any preju- 
dices which may have been imbibed reſpecting 
the intentions of this meeting, the gentlemen 
preſent think it their duty to declare, that they 
do not, nor ever did, mean to promote the re- 
form requeſted in their county petition of the 
27th of January by any other mode than that of 
peaceable demeanor, conſtitutional loyalty, and 
reſpectful attention to the legiſlature ; and that 
it was, and is, their only endeavour, by promot- 
ing integrity and œconomy in every department 
I to apply the whole of the reve- 
nue to the neceſſities of the ſtate; to reſtore dig- 
nity to the Crown, independence to the 
ture, and confidence to the People. Upon theſe 
principles, and theſe alone, they hope and wiſh 
to meet the concurrence and ſupport of all vir- 
tuous and independent Engliſhmen. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting. be 
given to Sir George Savile, Sir Philip Jennings 
Clerke, Mr. Dunning, Mr. Thomas Pitt, Mr. 
Burke, and Mr. Crewe, for their ſeveral bills 
brought into Parliament, and for their ſtrenuous 
ſupport of the cauſe of the people. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this meeting be 
given to theChairman, for his diligence andatten- 
tion, and for his readineſa to accept the chair again. 

Reſolved, That this meeting be adjourned, 
line die, ä to the call of the Chairman. 


F SE RE EC Tn ie. op con © eat GEE non 
_ l 


. * © - © + _— = — «„ „ near 
— = _ = 


BUD EY Oo Wy Ws > 


. © = My „ 0.08 BE: ob. 


* 


D. PARRY, Chairman. 
| 0 Paper X. 


— 
a 


L 206 J 


Paper X. 
| Reſolutions. at a Meeting of the Committee of 


Aſſociation, for. the County of York, held on 
the 3d of May, 1780, purſuant to the adjournment 
of the Meeting on the 29th of March, 1580. 


| 
—— — | 
0 ; 
Sir JAMES NORCLIFFE, Chairman - t 
Sir William Milner Mr. M. C. St. v 
Mr. Morritt 
_ 5 2 0 
r. 
Mr. Croft d 
Mr. Croft, jun. H 
Rev. William U 
Dr. Swainſt on 
Mr. Foljambe 5 
Rev. John Bourne Mr. John Shore, Sheffield t 
Mr. Edmunds Mr. Rawſon, Wardes-End 0 
Rev. R. Croft Mr. Foljambe, Rotherham li; 
Mr. Grimfton ; Mr. Jackſon, Wath fy 
Mr. Thomas Grimſton Mr, Clay, 272 
Rev. 25 Robinſon Mr. Woodhead, Sheffield in 
Mr. horpe | Sir John Ramſden, Byrom 
Mr. Strickland of Boynton Mr. Sayer, Halifax 00 
Mr. Sykes Rev, Mr. Cookſon, Mirßeld de 
Mr. John Milnes Mr. Saltmarſh, Saltmarſh 
Mr. H, Oſbaldefton Mr. Leech, Bradford c0 
Sir William Anderſon Mr. Lodge, Willow-Hall 
Rev, L. Yarker Mr. Richard Milnes, Flockto 
Mr. Lloyd Mr, Hayes, Aiſlaby be 
Mr. Micklethwaite Mr. Wermley, Riccall me 
Mr. Courtne Mr. Cotton, Haigh- Hall = 
Mr. B. F Bir. Baynes, Rmbſay-Kirk in 
| fro 


Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
de given to the forty-· one Lords who ſupported 
the ContraQor*s bill on the 14th of April, and 
thereby ſhewed their attention to the wiſhes of 
the people, expreſſed in their 5 to the 
Houſe of Commons. 

Reſolved, That the rejection of the above ill 
by the Houſe of Lords, (more eſpecially as it ap- 
pears that a majority of the hereditary members 
of that Houſe gave their votes in ſupport of it) 
is a clear proof of the determination of his Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters to preſerve, in its full extent, 
that unconſtitutional influence of the Crown; 
which the Houſe of Commons have declared 
ought to be diminiſhed, and to prevent that re- 
dreſs of the grievances of the people, which the 
Houſe of Commons have acknowledged it to be 
their duty immediately and eſfectually to provide. 

Reſolved, That any Miniſter who ſhall 
to adviſe his Majeſty to prorogue or diflolve Par- 
lament, until the Houſe of Commons ſhall have 
fulfilled their promiſe to the people, of diminiſh- 
ing the influence, and correcting the other abuſes 
complained of in the petitions, is, and ought to 
be conſidered as, an enemy to the liberties of his 
country, 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee | 
be given to thoſe members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons who voted in ſupport of the bill brought 
in by Mr, Crewe, for preventing revenue officers 
from voting at any future election. 

O 2 Reſolved, 
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; Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to thoſe members of both Houſes of 
Parliament who (foreſceing, and forewarning 
their country of, the conſequences) have uni- 
formly oppoſed the coercion of America to un- 
conditional ſubmiſſion; and that they be en- 
treated to uſe their wiſdom in accompliſhing 
(and not to deſpair of effecting) a ſpeedy re · union 
with that country, on beneficial, Juſt, and honour 

able terms. 

- . Reſolved, That it be recommended tothe pre. 
ſent Sub-Committee to prepare a plan for pre. 
venting the expence of voters at elections. 
Reſolved, 'That the preſent Sub-Committee 
ſhall have power to call a General Meeting of 
'the Freeholders of this county, by advertiſement, 
as ſoon as the preſent Parliament ſhall be diſſolved, 
without any previous Meeting of this Genera 
Committee. 
Reſolved, That this Committee do adjourn 
till to-morrow morning at ten o'clock. - 
| JAMES NORCLIFFE, Chairman 
of the day. 
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Kieo's-Azys Tarzan, Palace-Yard, 1 March 15, 77%. 
Reſolved, 
"HAT by the reſabution of the General Meet- 
ing, directing this-Committee to prepare 
2 Plan-of-an Aſſociation, on legal and conſtitu- 
tional grounds, to ſupport the laudable reform, 
and ſuch other meaſures as may conduce to re- 
ſore the freedom of Parliament. 
This Committee conceive themſelves bound 
to enter into the conſideration of every queſtion 
tending to eſtabliſh the Independengy of Parlia- 
ment, on à ſolid and durable baſis. | x 
Reſolved, That the duration f Parliaments 
and the ſtate of Repreſentation of the People, 
are queſtions immediately. under this deſcription. 
Reſolved, That a Sub-Commuttee, . conſiſting 
of ſeven perſons, be appointed to inquire into 
the ſtate: of the Repreſentation of this country, 
and to report the fame to this Committee. 
This Comtmittee being informed that Lord 
North has given notice of his intention to bring 
a bill into Parliament for the appointment of a 
commiſſion of accounts, to inſpect and regulate 
O 3 the 
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the expenditure of public money, ſubſequent to 
the notice given by Colonel Barre of a ſimilar 
intention, 

Reſolved, That all Members of this Commit. 
tee, being Members of Parliament, be requeſted 
to give the ſtricteſt and moſt diligent attention 
to the progreſs of the ſaid bill; as from the un- 
precedented manner in which this buſineſs has 
been taken out of the hands of thoſe from whom 
the propoſal originated, as well as from the 


quarter upon which the future 'progrels' of K 


"muſt now depend there is the juſteſt reuſol to 
ſuſpect an intention of eluding the eſſential ob. 
jets of the commiſſion, and under à ſpecious 
appearance of complying with part of the prayer 
of the Petitions, a deſign to evade and fruſtrate 
the important ends attainable by 2 anenſure ſo 
beneficial to the public intereſt, if yen. and 
and effectually adopted. 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this Com. 
mittee that the civil iſt revenue was given for 
the honour of the Crown, and the advantage of 
the people, and is, and ought to be, fabjet to 


the controul of Parliament; and that che thanks 
of this Committee be given to the 202 Members 


of the Houſe of Commons who ſupported the 
right of ſuch controul, by voting for-the-aboli. 


tion of the unneceſſary Office of Third Secretary 


of State, and eee 


ment. 


Reſolved, That the thanks of tisConnmint 
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de given to the 208 Members who compoſed the 
majority in the Houſe of Commons, on Monday 
lf and who eſtabliſhed the right of Parliament 
to controul the Civil Liſt, in the abolition of the 
uſeleſs offices of the Eight Lords of Trade. 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to John Crewe, Eſq; for having made 
2 motion in the Houſe of Commons, on Tueſ- 
day laſt, for a bill to exclude Revenue Officers 


from voting at elections; a meaſure tending to 


promote one of the great objects of the Petition 
of this city, by diminiſhing the undue and un- 
conſtitutional influence of the Crown. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to the Hon. Charles James Fox, for 
preſenting to the Houſe of Commons the Peti- 
tion of the inhabitants of the city and liberty 


of Weſtminſter, nen ene on that oc- 


caſion. 
Reſolved, That this Committee do adjourn to 


Monday next, preciſely at eleven o'clock in the 


ee then to proceed to buſineſs. 


Gy. mn 


Paper III. 
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Fe Al. 
Proceedings of the Weſtminſter Committee. 


Kinc's-Arms Tartan, W's 20, 1780. 


Report of the Sub-Committee, appointed to in. 
quire into the State of the Repreſentation of 


hs Cy; 


SUn-COMMTTER, | 
Fatt-MASONS Tavzax, March * tots, 


Reſolved, | 
HAT it appears to this Sub-Committee that 
new Parliaments to be holden once in every 
year were the antient uſage, and declared to be 
the hereditary and indefeaſible right of che Peo- 
ple of England. 
That it appears to this Sub-Committee, that 
the act paſſed in the fixth year of the reign of 
William and Mary, is the firſt regular act Which 


attempts to eſtabliſh and © appoint the time of 


continuance of Parliament,”* to be for the term 
of three years, though the ſame act recognizes 
« the antient laws and ſtatutes of this kingdom, 
by which annual Parliaments were confirmed, 
and declares © that frequent and new Parliaments 
tend yery much to the happy union and good 
agreement of the King and Peap ” 


That 


His. as Sc ua 


. B. E 4 E © © © we os 
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That it appears to this Sub- Committee, that 
by an act paſſed in the firſt year — AN 
George I. the Parlament then 
heart (by the acquieſcence of the people to the 
ewe e oY act of William and Mary, en 
the faith of its declaring that © from thenceforth 
no Parliament whatſoever, that ſhall at any mi 
hereafter be called, aſſembled, or held, ſhall have 
any continuance longer than' for three years only 
at the fartheſt,” ) did paſs an act to prolong-it 
continuance to the term of ſeven years. © 

That it appears to this Sub-Committee, — 
temporary conſiderations then preſumed to exiſt 
in the country, are ſtated in the preamble to the 
act, as the principal motives and intiucements 
for the act itſelf. „ Ou 

That it appears to this S0. bibi that 
the act paſſed in the ſixth of William andi Mary, 
is worded, as if declaratory of what was con- 
ceived (however falſely) to have been the conſti- 
tution of the country; but that tlie Septennial act 
aſſumes a power of altering the dura of Far- 
laments at pleaſu re. 

That theſe alterations, in the Conflitinion'er 
Parliament, were made without communication 
with the conſtituent Body of the People, and 
have been continued without. the ſanction 'of 
their approbation. in 

That it appears to this düb- Committees that 
the ſeptennial bill was ſtrongly oppoſed in Par- 
en, as a direct infringement on the Cou- 
ſtitution, 


ongly againſt it-in many reſpectable Petitions 


. Din: 6en" Si SAR Eh: 


various motions' were  afterwards'made, and 


| ble bodies, continued to inſtruct their Repre- 


L 214 J 


SPF 
the conſtituent Body.“ 
Tbat it e on the 


principal of expediency. 
That the voice of THE PEOPLE Appeared 


to Parliament on the occaſion, and that a conſti. 
tutional proteſt was entered by the Peers, flating 
That frequent Parliaments were the fundamental 
eenftitution of the kingdom: that the Houſe of 
Commons ought to be choſen by the people, and 
when continued for a longer time than they were 
choſen for, they were then choſen by the Parlia. 
ment, and not by the people: that they con- 
ceived the bill, ſo far from preventing corrup- 
tion, would rather increaſe it, for the longer 2 
Paxliament was to laſt, the more valuable to 

corruptors would be the purchaſe; and that all 
the reaſous that had been given for long Parlia 
ments might be given for making them perpetual, 


Third Eſtate,”  - ': - 
That it appears to this SudCommittes, that 


LY ES 0 © ww = «7 


ſtrongly ſupported * for a repeal of the ſeptenniil 
'at ;* particularly à motion for '* annual: Parlic- 
mente in enn, 
Sg N er 

That the city of London, and other reed: 


S's EE 


centatives, to proſecute this object . in the mol 


vigorous 


* 


3 


| 

; 
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vigorous manner, as eſſentially neceſſary to tho 
independency and integrity of Parliament, the 
rights of the People, ad the progecicy _— 
Country.“ 


That with reſpect to the Repreſentation of 
the People, 

It appears to this Sub-Committee, that by fat. 
8. Hen. VI, the Parliament, then elected by the 
commonalty at large, paſſed an act to disfranchiſe 
the greater part of their conſtituents, by li 
the right of election for Knights of the Shire, to 
« perſons having free lands or tenements, to the 
value of 40s. by the year at the leaſt ;” which 
reſtriction has ever ſince continued. 

That it appears to this Sub-Committee, that 
many towns and boroughs, formerly intitled 
„for their repute and population, to ſend 
Members to Parliament, have ſince fallen into 
decay, yet continue to have a repreſentation 
equal to the moſt opulent counties and cities 
while other towns and places, which have riſen 
into confideration, and become populous and 
wealthy, have no Repreſentatives in 2 

That it appears to this Sub-Committee, tha 
xccording to the molt received calculations, _- 
number of inhabitants of England and Wales 48 
above five millions. 

That of theſe, nearly twelve hundred thouſand 
are ſuppoſed capable of voting, as the conſtitu · 
tion ſtood before che reſtrictive act above ogy. 


* dred and fourteen thouſand are at — ad. 
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That of this number, not more than two hun: 


mitted to vote. 

That out of theſe 

One hundred and thirty thouſand freeholders 
elect ninety-two members for fifty-two counties, 

Forty-three thouſand citizens, freemen, and 
others, elect fifty-two members mer *three 
cities and two univerſities. 

And forty-one thouſand electors chooſe three 
hundred and ſixty- nine members for one hun. 
dredꝭ and ninety- two towns and boroughs. 
That fifty of theſe members are returned by 
three hundred and forty elector s. 

And a number ſcarcely above fix thouſand, 


| being a majority of the voters of a hundred and 


twenty-nine of the boroughs, 'return two hun- 
dred and fifty-ſeven repreſentatives, which is 1 
majority of the whole Engliſh Houſe of Com- 
'mons, and the efficient RI of above 
five millions of people. © 
That it appears to this Sub- Committee, that 
many of theſe boroughs are immediately under 
the influence of the Crown, as the Cinque Ports; 
many of them private property,- affording here- 
-ditary ſeats, as thoſe under burgage tenure, and 
ſome of them almoſt without houſes or inhabi- 
tants, as Gatton, Newtown, and Old garum. 
| That conſidering the repreſentation with re- 
ference to property, it appears that many coun- 


ties return a number ow repreſentatives, out of 
al 


I 1% esa 
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: all proportion to what they contribute to the | 
. public revenue, as is evident from the ſtating a + 
ſingle inſtance That Cornwall has been cal- 
culated to pay to land- tax and ſubſidy, ſixteen 
parts, out of five hundred and thirteen, and 
ſends members to Parliament forty- four, while 
Middleſex pays not leſs than in the proportion 
of two hundred and fifty-ſix, and ſends mem- 
bers eight, 

_ So that it appears to this Sub-Committee, that 
n 


- > K © 


the incquality of the repreſentation of this coun- 
| try, with regard to property, is ſtill greater than 
m when eſtimated according to the number of its 


inhabitants. 
a Signed, by order of the er 
* R. B. SHERIDAN, Chairman. 
1 5 — 
3 2 
m- 
we | Reſolved, That annual Parliaments are the 


undoubted right of the People of England, and 

hat that the act which prolonged their duration, 
der was ſubverſive of the conſtitution, and a viola- 
ts; tion on the part of the Repreſentatives of the 
re- WF facred truſt repoſed in them by their Conſtituents. 
and Reſolved, That the preſent ſtate of the repre- 
abt- ſentation of this 'country is inadequate to-the 
; object, and a departure from the _ principles 

re- W of the-conſtitution. 

un- Reſolved, That thanks be given to the Chair 
2 man and Members of the Sub-Committee, for 
the 


of this kingdom. | 
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the very intelligent report made by them of the 
ſtate of the repreſentation of this nnn and 
of the duration of Parliaments. 

"Reſolved, That the report of the Sub- Com. 
mittee be printed, and copies ſent to the ſeveral 
Committees of the counties, cities, and boroughs 


© J. rox, Chairman. 


-_- 


* * . . 
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Paper XIII. 
Proceedings of the Weſtminſter Committee, 


Rinc's-Arnms Tavern, March 25, 1785. 

Reſolved, 
HAT it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
there ſhould be ſent to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, in addition to the preſent Repreſentatives 
of counties, a number of Members, not leſs than 
one hundred, to be choſen, in a due proportion, 
by the ſeveral counties of the kingdom of Great 


Britain. 


That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 
it be moſt earneſtly recommended to the electors 
of this city, to ſupport at the enſuing General 
Election, ſuch Candidates to, repreſent them 
in Parliament, as ſhall, previous to the y_ 


7 
, 


* 


— 
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ſigning an Aſſociation, or otherwiſe, have 
ſatisfied them, that they will ſupport the above 
important regulation in Parliament, or ſo much 
thereof as ſhall not be obtained in the preſent 
Parliament. 

That it be moſt earneſtly recommended to all 
Members of Parliament, who are friends to the 
above-mentioned plan of reform, to uſe their 
utmoſt endeavours in this preſent Seſſion of 
Parliament, to obtain the objects of that plan. 

Reſolved, That this Committee will, on Mon- 
day, April 3, conſider of a plan for a General 
Aſſociation. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to the Hon. Richard Fitzpatrick, Tho- 
mas Grenville, and Thomas Brand Hollis, Efqrs. 
the Members deputed from this Committee to 
the General Meeting of Deputies, for the dili- 
gent diſcharge of their duty. 

Reſolved, That Sir Cecil Wray, Mr. Brand 
Hollis, and Dr. Jebb, be deputed to acquaint the 
Earl of Shelbourne with the ſtrong ſenſe that 
this Committee entertains of the manly ſupport 
which his Lordſhip has conſtantly and uniformly 
given to the cauſe of the People, and particularly 
during this Seſſion of Parliament; and at the 
lame time to expreſs the great concern which 
they have lately felt at the danger to which {6 
valuable a life has been expoſed, in conſequence 
of the faithful and ſpirited diſcharge of his duty 
a a Peer of —— 


Reſolved, 


L 220 J 


- Reſolved, That this Committee do adjourn 
to Monday the 3d of April next, . at 


nn 


C. J. FOX, Chairman, 


Paper XIV. 


Reſolutions at 4 General Meeting of the City of 
Weſtminſter, on the 6th day of April, 1780, 


. 
* — > At. 


The Honourable C. J. FOX, in the Chair. 


Reſolved, 

T the Form of Aſſociation, agreed to by 
1 the Committee of Correſpondence to be 
ſubmitted to the adjourned General Meeting of 
the city and liberties of Weſtminſter, be now 
read, * 
- Reſolved, That it be an inſtruction to tho 
Committee to take the moſt effectual meaſures 
for ſupporting the election of the Hon. Charles 
James Fox, the Chairman of this Meeting, at 
the 1 General Election. 
Reſolved, 


bo The Bir of dihctation and fix firſt Reſolutions are omitted, 
being, fimilar to thoſe agreed on at York. 


t ans } 


Reſolved, That the inhabitants paying taxes 
to government, who live in the ſuburbs. of the 
city and liberties, of , Weſtminſter, via. in ſuch 
frets, ſquares, or places, as are adjacent to, or 
in the neighbourhood, of, the ſaid city and liber= 
ties, and not within the city. or libexties, of Lon · 
don, be admitted to accede to this Aſſociation. 
Reſolved, That ae e **. added 


to the Committee. TY "(4 nee, 
Reſolved, That the. thanks of, this ering 
be given to the Chairman. 
Reſolyed,: That-this Morting be adjourned, 
mee n of Aſſociation. 
2k Sa „ D pr ep 
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ur Lord, TI 
* eee 


mitting to you * the proceedings in Weſt. 
minſter. Hall, on the 6th inſtant, in which. you 


vill obſerve. that the Form of the Aſſociation, 


alopted. by the city of Weſtminſter, js nearly 
P ſimilar 
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Hglas:t6that of the county of York; There 
 Aever was à tithe When union Was more n 
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than the prelent, as the only hopes of thoſe who 


iſh to defeat che wiſhes of the people rs pts 
feſſedly founded upon ſuppoſed difagreemeun 


e true friends of this country. 
have tranſmitted, to 


. liſts of the Members wid eee 
in the late im t queſtion, but have been 
UAE ho bales du) dn C 1 cob pe 


That which was printed in — — 1 
to thy own knowledge, Ie 
not doſe my letter withour fnfbrfing — 
the three following reſolutions were agreed to, 
by the Houſe of Commons, on the 6th inſtant: 


1. That it is neceflary to declare that the in- 


fluence of the Crown has increaſed, is increaſing, 
and ought to be diminiſhed, 
2. That it js competent, to this Houſe, to ex- 


amine into and to correct abufes in the ependi 


ture of the Civil Liſt revenues, as well as in every 
other branch of the Public revenus, whenever 
it ſhall appear expedient to the wiſdom of this 
Houſe ſo to do. 

3- That jt is the duty of this Houſe to pro- 
vide, as far as may be, an immediate and effec- 
tual redreſs of the abules complained of in the 
petitiofis preſented to this Houle, from the differ 


ent counties, cities, and towns of this kingdom. 


The numbers who voted, for them were 233, 


zend them 215 3 0 thi in one of 1 
0 
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Houſes that we have ever known, a compleat 
approbation has been given to the ſentiment of 
the petitions, with à promiſe to attend to their 
prayers; how that promiſe will be n 


it is our duty to watch; if we 

"ions, 1 think there 4s rd e er b 
ing our objects. —but if we are lulled into ſecu- 
rity, by ſucceſs, it is but too probable that the 
Repreſentatives of the People may relapſe into 
their former H rr 


Sr. Janes '5-SruIIT, April z0, Lats. 9.4 ws | " 
Lord Viſcount Manon, Ct * 1 
| Committe e of Kent. : 
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| F — of the Weſtminſter cena 
| cnn Ati 18, 1780. | 


Refolved, a LL, 
AT the thanks of this Committee be given 
to the Hon. Charles James Fox, for his 
conduct as Chairman of the Committee of Cor. 
reſpondencę, and that he be requeſted to take the 
Chair of the Committee of Aſſociation, 
It appearing to this Committee, among other 
agel be dr gt df p. e e 

e ration of Par on 
NN cortitutionF period, that it 1 5 a bd bal 

on the Conſtituent and Repreſentative body, 
that no Member, however deſirous, can vacate 
. his ſeat in Parliament, or however unable he 
may become to attend his duty and execute the 
truſt one in bin, without having recourle 


© & %% 


Be forms a part of that unconſtitutional 
influence of which' the petitions of the people 


—_— 


r 
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tomplain, and which Parkament has ( now de- 
cared ought to be diminiſh „ uh 

Reſolved, That the Hon. Charles James Bars 
Chairman of this Committee, be requeſted to 
prepare and bring into Parliament, :as-{peedily- 
as poſſible, a bill to enable any Member of the 
Houſe of Commons to vacate his ſeat by ſuch 
mode as ſhall ſeem beſt, ſo that a writ for a new 
election may be iſſued in conſequences _ - - / 

Reſolved; That ſuch Members of this Commit- 
tee, as are Members of Parliament, be carneſtly 
requeſted to ſupport the above-mentioned bill. 


N Reſolved, That it appears to this Committee, 
4 that the reſolutions of the Houſe of Commons 
i on the 6th of April, via. That it is neceſſary to 


4 declare, that the influence of the Crown has in- 
creaſed, is increating; and ought to be dimi - 
niſhed: — That it is competent, to that Houſe, 
to examine into and correct abuſes in the ex- 
penditure of the Civil Liſt revenue, as well as 
y in every other branch of the Public revenue, 

f whenever it ſhall appear expedient to the wiſdom 
of that Houſe fo to do;—and that it is the duty 


"* that Houſe to provide, as far as may be, an im- 
17 mediate and efſfectual redreſs of the abuſes com- 


* plained of in the petitions preſented to that Houſe 
from the different counties, cities, and towns, of 
ch this kingdom; form a ſolemn pledge, to the Con- 
nal ſtituents, that they will unremittingly perſevere 
in procuring ſolid and ſubſtantial redreſs to the 
in, Various grievances of 7 People of England. 
3 


[7 6. 

Neſcbved, That a Sub-Committee be appoint- 
ed, conſiſting of tiine perſons, to conſider of and 
form, upon conſtitutional grounds, ſuch proper 
plan for taking the ſuffrages of the people at the 
election of their Repreſentatives in 7 
as may prevent, as much as poflible, bribery and 
undue influence in the electors and elected. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to the Chairman, for his letter“ to tht 
Chairmen of the ſeveral Committees, and that 
he be requeſted to print the fame. _ 
 Refolyed, That this Committee do meet on 
every Tueſday: . 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Cominittes 
be given to John Dunning. Eſq; for the ſeveral 
ſalutary and conſtitutional motions made by him 
in the Houſe of Commons, afferting the right 
of that Houſe to controul the expenditure of the 
Public revenue in all its branches; tending to 
the immediate redreſs of the grieyances com- 
plained of in the petitions of the people; to di- 
miniſh the corrupt influence of the Crown, fo 
fatally prevalent in that Houſe, and to reſtore 
the freedom and independence of Parliament. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to Thomas Pitt, Eſq; for having moved 
in a Committee of the Houſe of Commons, on 
Thurſday the 6th inſtant,— That it is the 4 
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of this Houſe to provide, as far as may be, an 
effectual and immediate redreſs of the abuſes 
complained of in-the petitians preſented to the 
Houſe, from the counties, Hugs; and 2 in f 
this kingdom. 

Reſolved, That the thanks.of this eas — 
be given to the Lords who voted againſt the 
rejection of the Contractor's bill; a law judi- 
ciouſly deviſed, and prudently adopted by the 
Commons of Great-Britain, in compliance with 
the juſt prayer of their —— as Fon J 
to reduce the unconſtitutional influence of 
Crown, and in ſome meaſure to deore the i 

endence of Parliament, 

Leſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to David Hartley, Eſq; for abill brought 
by him into Parliament, for excluding certain 
placemen from the Houſe — 7 7 

Reſolved, That copies of the Form of Aſſo- 
ciation, agreed to by the General Meeting of 
this city and liberties, do lie at the following 
places, to receive the fignature of ſuch of the 
inhabitants of this city and liberties, and of the 
ſuburbs thereof, CARATS 
the ame> 

Brawn's- Head, Bond-ftreetz King 
Tavern, Palace-yard, Weſtminſter ; ree 3 
ſon's Tavern, Great 2 ſtreet, Lincolnys 
Inn Fields. 

Reſolved, That this Committee do adiourn to 
Tueſday next, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon. 

C. J. FOX, Chairman. 
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aber XVII. 


"Report wh the Sub-Committee of Weltnin, 
a. ns © May 27, 1786. | 


Tr Sub-Committee having duly examined 
the various ſtatutes of this realm, reſpet- 


ing the election of Members to ſerve in the 
Ku eke Houſe of Parliament, more particu- 
larly ſuch as were enacted for the purpoſe of 
guarding againſt the prevalence of bribery and 
corruption at elections, and. the operation of 
every other ſpecies of undue influence upon the 
electors. and elected; and reflecting upon the 
ineffcacy of theſe proviſions with reſpect to the 
prevention of evils, which threaten the final 
extinction of our liberties, are decidedly of opinion, 
That no effectual reformation of the abuſes in 
queſtion can take place, unleſs the people exer- 
ciſe their inherent and undoubted right of re- 
viewing the whole plan of delegation, and, by 
recurring. to the firſt principles, of our conſtitu- 
tion, again eſtabliſh it upon its ancient founda- 
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When error has obtained the ſanction of time, 
it appears to the unthinking mind under the 
ſemblance of truth; and even men of reflection, 
who have formed a juſt conception of its nature. 
and its tendency, are in ſuch circumſtances 
alarmed with apprehenſions at the firſt 
for its correction. However, as the conſequences 
of error, in proportion to its magnitude and ex- 
tent of operation, are manifeſtiy evil; and as 
conſtitutional errors may therefore be ſuppoſed 
to de unavoidably productive of national cala-. 
mity ;—it is ſurely more prudent; in the proper 
ſeaſon, to ſubmit to the perhaps imaginary in- 
conveniences of a reformation, than to ſuſpend 
our exertions until we are obliged to encounter 
thoſe accumulated miſeries which, an obſtinate 
perſeverance in an ack d courſe of error 
muſt derive upon both Prince and People. 

The prevalence of evil in the preſent hour 
proves the prevalence of error; and it does = 
require any extraordinary degree of fa 
the politician and philoſopher to diſcover, this 
the primary error, and the fruitful ſource of the 
many evils which we feel, conſiſts in a departure 
from fundamental principles, in the preſent con- 
ſtitution of the Commons! Houſe of Parliament; 
in conſequence of which, it is no longer obedient 
to the will, or ſpeaks the language of the great 
conſtituent body of the people. 

Every application, therefore, for the redreſo of 
the * grievances of the natjon, that ſhall be 

made 


DS * Eo <-> ,0 py wa Fay, « oe Sr 


* 


s 


| 


2 — — —— — ——— - I 9 = " s 
+ 4-44 + + ww > ye _ _— > _ 5 
= — — — 7 a — 

* 


_ — 


— — ate 
"—_— _ — 
* 2 — — = 2 2 = 


«as. 4. — — 


„„ 
\ — 


— 436 ] 


made to 2 body of men no longer under ths tn, 


fluence of their conſtituents, but on the contrary 
uniformly acting in ſubſerviency to the views 
and intereſts of the Crown, muſt of neceſſity be 
unſucceſsful; and, from the natural effect of dif- 
appointment upon the human mind, will proba- 
bly impair the vigour of every future exertion, 

Application to the Crown to ſuſpend the ex- 
ertions of its influence, or to repair the breaches 
made in that part of the conſtitution which was 
intended to be the bulwark of the people againſt 
its encroachments, preſuppoſes ſuch an ignorance 
of the principles which, in certain circumſtances, 
are found invariably to actuate the human heart, 
that one would be led to imagine the uſe of ar- 
gument wou.d be ſuperſeded by the obvious ab- 
furdity of the expedient. | 

The event of the experiment, frequently re- 
peated, has confirmed the concluſion which right 
reaſon would have ſuggeſted ; and it now ſtands 
a truth, recorded for the benefit of every future 
generation, that when the point in queſtion is 2 
redreſs of grievances, driginating in oppreſſion, 
or a reſtitution of the rights and privileges of the 
people, millions ſue in vain: 

To what earthly tribunal, therefore, ſhall an 
injured people have reſort in this alarming mo- 
ment, when a deſperate faction, in the midſt of 
public calamity and diſtreſs, has manifeſted a de- 
termined purpoſe of perſevering i in a line of con- 
duct which, if perſiſted in, muſt inevitably 1 
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in the ſubverſion of our liberties, and the deſo- 


lation of our ſtate? The ſun of England's glory 


perhaps ſoon may ſet, to riſe no more | 

One hope ſtill remains in the native energy of 
the great collective body of the people, the natiye. 
energy of a race of men who have always ſtood 
diſtinguiſhed in the annals of nations for eyery 
liberal ſentiment, and every generous principle 


that 9 our kind. ; 
The pe efforts of this mighty power, 
d ating by Committees freely choſen, are ſuffi- 


cient, under the proyidence of Heaven, to re- 
eſtabliſh the conſtitution in its ancient yigour,— 
The public tate of affairs requires this exertion ; 
the public voice at length appears diſpoſed tq 
bear its teſtimony to this important truth ; viz. 


That the re/taration of the Commons Houſe of Par- 


lament to freedom and independency, by the interpaſi: 


tion of the great collective body of the nation, is eſſen: 
tially neceſſary to our exiſtence as a free people, | 


The circumſtances of the times, and the pecu- 
liar nature of the means, which muſt- be em- 
ployed for effecting our deliverance, require, that 
the propoſed plan be exhibited complete in all its 
ellential forms; and that its various parts being 
combined in ſtrict and neceflary union with each 
OOO at one and the ſame moment 

time. 

When we caſt our eyes upon the conduct * 

the 


þ 
N 
| 
' 
j 
4 


(435 J | 
the preſent Commons Houſe of Parliament = 
when we behold a majority of 'its Members, it 


eſiance of our petitions and their own ſolemi 


declaration, perſiſt in increaſing the burdens of 
the people, and in 4 ſteadfaſt purpoſe of oppoling 
Every meaſure df redreſs, deſponding apprehen- 
ſions may for a time take place in, the minds of 
the beſt arid braveſt of bur tountrymen. Re. 
flection, however, will diſcloſe a more 
proſpect, ariſing from the very extremity of our 
diſtreſs: More vigorous cbuncils, and an happy 
ananimity, will be the unavoidable refult ; the 
alarm bf the nobility for the very Exiſtence of 
their preſent ſplendid diſtinctions will co-operate 
with the pbignant feelings of the people; and 
every rank and deſcription of- men will feel the 
propriety, the neceſſity, of eſtabliſhing that plan 
of Parliamentary reformation, which holds forth 
our beſt and indeed our only ſecurity againſt the 
all-devouring influence of the Crown. 
Political truth, like the moral feelings of the 
ſoul, is plain and ſimple; it recommends itſelf 
powerfully to the general ſentiment and, when 
unveiled in its intrinſic purity, will aſſuredly call 
forth the animated exertions of millions in its 
ſupport. Regt n 

An equal repreſentition of the peöple in the 
great council of the nation, annual elections, and 
the univerſal right of ſuffrage; appear ſo reaſon- 
able to the natural feelings of mankind, that no 
Tophiſtry can elude the force of the 9 
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which are urged in their favour; and they arg 
rights of ſo tranſcendent a nature, that, in oppo- 

Gon to the glaim of the people to their enjoy- 
ment, the longeſt period cf preferjorſon) is pleadeq 
in vain. They were ſubſtantially enjoyed in the 
times of the immottal Alfred; they were cher 
timed by the wiſeſt Princes of the Norman line; 
— form the grand palladium of our pation; 

they ought not to by eſteemed the grant of Roya 
favour, nor were they, at firſt, extorted by VIO- 
lence from the. hand of power; they are the 
birth-right of Engliſhmen, their beſt inheritance, 
which, without e complicated crimes of tr reaſon 
to their country, and injuſtice to their po erity, 
they cannot alienate or reſign: they form that 

triple cord of ſtrength which alone can be relied 
on to hold, 1 in times of tempeſt, the veſſel of the 
State. 

With reſpect to the expediency of reforming 
the repreſentation of this 7 and of recur- 
ring to the conſtitutional practice of annually 
electing the perſons ſent to Parliament, the Sub- 
Committee obſcrye, 

That the General Meeting of the Deputies, on 
the 17th of March, decided, in the affirmative, 
upon! the propriety of theſe meaſures, With una- 
nimous voice; that the Committee, ff from which 
this body received its inſtructions, have, with 
ſimilar pnanjmity, given their ſuffrages to the 
lame ſentiment ; and that the General Meeting 
# the inhabitants of Weſtminſter, upon the 6th . 

"of 
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6f April, declared © That the People of Eng 
have, and always had, a clear; i mehr my 
feaſible right to an annual eleQion of thelt Rs. 
preſentatives, as well as to an adequate and equi 
repreſentation, founded upon ſtronger ground, 
than that of any act or acts of Parllament and 
that the attainment of theſe important conſtltu. 
tional objects is the moſt effectual expedient for 
feſtoring and ſecuring the independency of Par. 
lament.” : vs. pl 

With regard to the reſtitution of the univerſal 
right of ſuffrage, the Sub-Committee coriceive, 
that the reaſonableneſs and expediency of the 
Meaſure will probably be more apparent, if the 
füll extent and magnitude of thoſe powers be 
conſidered, which are entruſted to the Repre- 
fentative by the Conſtituent Bode. 

The doctrine, that repreſentation and taxation 
are inſeparable, is founded in truth; but the 
undue preference that has been afforded to the 
rights of property, in · various diſcuſſions of this 
fubject, has tended to keep out of fight other 
principles, equally eſſential to a juſt conception 
6f this queſtion.” 't 7 THT Rt 

A portion of the ſoil, a portion of its produce, 
may be wanting to many; but every nan has 
an intereſt in his life, his hberty, his kindred, 
and his country; and when laws affecting thee 
are made by perſons, to whom he hath not de- 
legated the power, each of theſe poſſeſſions, 
which are as ſubſtantial, as if, like land or mo- 
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ney, they were the of the ſenſes, may be 
invaded, and proba — * would be — — — 
thoſe, who, being poſſeſſed of property 

enchantreſs of the world, would Tur 

abled more ſucceſsfully to gratify that wy of 
deſpotic power, which ſo ſtrongly characteriaes 
the human heart. 

The exerciſe of the poor man's eleQiye right 
is therefore eſſential to his freedom; and altho', 
in ordinary caſes, he may ſometimes diſpoſe of 
his ſuffrage without a' proper regard to jts im- 
portance, yet, when public calamity demon- 
__ that public confidence has been abuſed, 

the opportunity of rectifying the evil by a more 
judicious delegation will probably not be neg- 
lected, Common ſenſe will inſtruét him that 
his own free and unbiaſſed voice, united with 
the voices of that numerous claſs of fellow citi- 
zens, who are his fellow ſufferers at ſuch a Per 
riod, will prevail over the intereſted oppoſition 
of the tyrants of their ſpecies, and finally eſta- 
bliſh the real friends of humanity and of their 
country in the feat of power. 

It may alſo be obſerved, that no conſideration 
would have a ſtronger tendency to generate 
proper ſentiments of affetion to the community, 
and more effectually recall the minds of the 
riing generation from 'a courſe of diſſipation 
and attachment to unworthy gratification, than 
the perception of that ſhare of political conſe- 
quence, which the reſtitution of the univerſal 
right of ſuffrage would afford, 
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At a certain age all the male inhabitants of 
this kingdom, with a few exceptions, are ſubjod 
to the obligation of ſerving in the militia. , Shall 
a man therefore be thought unwarthy of a ſuf. 

frage i in the election of his Repreſentative, and 
at the ſame time ſhall his fellow citizens intruſt 
to his fidelity and courage whatever they hold 
dear? Is it reaſonable to deny to à citizen, 
when he has attained to maturity in his mental 
capacity, the common privilege of a freeman, 
the right of being governed by laws, to which 
the aſſent of himſelf, or his Repreſentative, has 
been obtained, and at the ſame time to avail 
ourſelves of his bodily ſtrength ? Is it generous, 
is it politic, to treat him as an alien in the com- 
munity, at the moment he may be ornamenting 
it by the powers of his underſtanding, or de- 
fending it by his arm? 

- Urged by the force of theſe reflections, your 
Sub-Committee have conſidered the points pro- 
poſed to their deliberation in their full extent. 
They have examined the voluminous ſyſtem of 
laws relating to the ſubject of Parliamentary 
elections, and ſind themſelves under a neceſſity 
of pronouncing the far greatergÞart of them to 
be founded upon partial concedtions, unjuſt re- 
ſtrictions, and falſe meaſures of expediency, 
which will not ſtand the teſt, when contraſted 
by the acknowledged principles of the Conſti· 
tution of this country. | 

| More 
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More particularly, it appears to your Sub- 
Committee, 

1. That through the joint operation of che 
ſtatute of disfranchiſement, paſſed in the 8th 
year of the reign of Henry VI. and the triennial 
bill of the 6th of William and Mary, which at- 
tempted to give the firſt legal ſanction to the 
continuance of the ſame Parliament beyond the 
period of a ſingle Seſſion, the repreſentation of 
the Commons of England is virtually annihi- 
lated ; and an inſtitution, which was intended 
to be the People's defence againſt Ariſtocratic 
domination, or regal deſpotiſm, is now become 
an engine in the hands of the Miniſter, to tax, 
oppreſs, inſult, and enſlave, the 1 of * 
country. 

2. That the preſent inequality in the repre- 
ſentation in a great meaſure originates in an 
arbitrary exerciſe of the Royal prerogative, 
whereby, in oppoſition to the cleareſt principles 
of of the Conſtitution, the Crown. preſumed to 

authoriſe, at pleaſure, certain incorporated bo- 
ny dies to ſend Members to the Commons' Houſe 
or Parliament; the unſuſpecting people of this 
country at the ſame time not attending to the 
inequality, that from thence muſt neceſſarily 
14 take place in the repreſentation, to the ſubſtan- 
ry tial injury of TIO ona and every nne 
generation. | 
* That in conſequence of the decay of many of 
| theſe Corporations, 1 the partiality 
| of 
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of the Crown, in various periods of our hiſtory, 
to its own tenants and dependants, there is at 
this time a degree of repreſentation enjoyed by 
many boroughs of this kingdom, far exceeding 
the bounds of due proportion, and too danger- 
ous to the public freedom to be longer endured, 
3. That more than ſeventy acts of Parliament 
have been paſſed ſince the firſt invaſion of the 
liberties of Engliſhmen, in the reign of Henry 
VI. for the purpoſe of regulating eleftions—that 
tumults and diſorders, bribery, perjury, and falſe 
returns, with a long train of other attendant 
evils, have been multiplied, in proportion as the 
acts were multiplied, which, under pretence of 
removing theſe evils, have in fact perpetuated 
them, and at the ſame time have aboliſhed, and 
-almoſt obliterated the remembrance of the uni- 
verſal right of ſuffrage, which forms one of the 
moſt important franchiſes of the Engliſh people. 
4. That every attempt to baniſh bribery and 
corruption, and undue influence, while the pre- 
ſent reſtrictions of the right of ſuffrage, and im. 
perfect repreſentation in a ſeptennial Parliament 
ſhall ſubſiſt, would only be calculated to deceive 

and amuſe the nation to its final deſtruction. 
5. That inſtead uf adding to the number of 
- our ſtatutes, by regulations incompetent to the 
purpoſe propoſed, reformation ſhould commence 
with the reſcinding and aboliſhing of the inju- 
rious acts and illegal cuſtoms above-mentioned: 
thus would the Conſtitution, as if _ 
om 
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from an oppreſſive weight that impedes its ex- 
ertions, recover its energies; while the princi- 
ples, on which it is founded, would ſuggeſt a 
ſimple, practicable, and eflectual plan for regu- 
lating thoſe elections, on which our freedom, 
our happineſs, and our very national exiſtence 
muſt depend. 

Governed by theſe conſiderations, hs Sub- 
Committee have framed the following plan, in 
which they have made it their chief effort plainly 
to expreſs every material proviſion for ſecuring 
the free election of an independent Houſe of 
Parliament—they have ſtudiouſly avoided en- 
tering into a detail they have ſuggeſted, to the 
beſt of their ability, a plan founded upon con- 
ſtitutional principles, and the common rights of 
mankind—a plan expedient in our preſent cir- 
cumſtances, and which may witty facility be car- 
ried into execution by the ſpirited, yet pacific 


efforts of the people; provided their breaſts are 


informed with the ſame ſentiments of public 
virtue, and ardent love of. liberty, which have 
hitherto animated the exertions of the Engliſh 
hation. 
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Plan for taking the Suffrages of the People, of th 
Election of Repreſentatives to ſerve in Par. 
liament. 


1. THAT each county be dividedinto as many 
diſtricts as it is intitled to elect Repreſentatives, 
each diſtri chuſing one Repreſentative, 

2. That the diviſion of the county into diſtrict 
be conſtituted in ſuch a manner, that each diſt. 
rict contain nearly an equal number of males 

competent to vote in elections; regard 

had, as much as may be, to the parochial diviſions 
of the kingdom, ſo that each diviſion comprehend 
a certain number of parithes And, moreover, 
that each diſtrict receive its denomination from 
the pariſh containing the greateſt number of 
electors. 
3. That the election of Repreſentatives to fans 
in Parliament be held annually through England 

and Wales, upon the firit Tueſday in * ; that 
the election commence — the hours of 
eight and eleven, and be finally cloſed before 
ſun-ſet of the ſame day. 

4. That all the male inhabitants of this country 1 
(aliens, minors, criminals, and inſane perſons ex. tin 
cepted) be admitted to vote at the election of Re. th 
preſentatives, ſubje& only to the forms, provi- 
ſions, and regulations ſpecified in this report. fol 


5. That the number of Repreſentatives, re 
turned 


L 2 ] 
turned by the inhabitants of each of En- 
gland and Wales, be ſettled for the term of ſeven 


years next enſuingy _— to the following 
ſchedule, viz. 


nge 3 Gs a8 
turn each two Repreſentatives « =« 
The counties of Huntingdon and Weſtmoreland, each three 3— 6 
The county of Bedford, fre 1 
Berkſhire, Cumberland, 4 en ire, N 2 7 6—18 
Bucks, Cambridgeſhire with Ely, Hert ire, "Pj 
Nottinghamſhire, Oxfordſhire, each ſeven = * 
Leiceſterſhire + . * * NN 2 $ 
Suſſex, Warwickſhire, Woreeſterſhire, each nine 9—27 
Cheſhire, Cornwall, Derbyſhire, Northamptonſhire, Sy 
lop, Staffordſhire, each ten 
Hampſhire, Wilts, each eleven - - + +» +» 
Glouceſterſhire, thirteen - + — - + 13—;3 
Eſſex, Surry with Southwark, a nin — 
Lincolnſhire, ſeventeen - - - - + = + 
Kent, Lancaſhire, Somerſet, Suffolk, each eighteen ' = + 18—73 
Durham Biſhopric with n * 2 
twenty one 
Norfolk, twenty-two © 0,0? $1? ©: @ £707 w IRS 
Wales with Monmouth, thirty — -& — o - . 30— 30 
Middleſex with London and Weſtminſter, forty-five + 45= 45 
Yorkſhire, forty-fix - - +» +» — - + 46— 46 


6. That an exact roll be kept of the male in- 
habitants competent to vote in each pariſh, con- 
tinued down to the firſt Tueſday in June; and 
that no perſon be permitted to give his ſuffrage, 
whoſe name is not found in that roll. That this 
foll be delivered in upon oath of the clergyman, 

Q 3 church. 
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churchwardens, or other officers of the pariſh, 
to the churchwardens of that pariſh of the 
diſtrict where the poll is taken. 

7. That the ſheriff, together with all the 
Juſtices of the peace, mayor, aldermen, and ma- 
giſtrates, form in each county 2 grand inqueſt, 
for alloting the diſtricts in due proportion to the 
male inhabitants competent to vote, and for de- 
nominating the ſame ; and that ſuch inqueſt be 
finally ſettled, and notice of the allotment given 
to each pariſh comprehended in the diſtrict, 
within the term of ten days after the firſt Tueſ- 
day in June. 

8. That the election of the Repreſentatives of 
the people be made at the principal town or vil- 
lage of the diſtrict. 

9. That the poll of each diſtri be taken by 
ballot, under the conduct of the churchwardens | 
of the pariſh in the diſtrict where the election 
is made. ö 
10. The churchwardens of the diſtrict, at the | 
cloſe of the poll, ſhall declare the name of the 1 
perſon elected, and certify the ſame to the ſheriff, t 
in order to its being tranſmitted to the Clerk of 
the Crown in Chancery. 

11. That the annual ſeſſion of Parliament ſhall 
commence upon the firſt Thurſday in November, 
unleſs ſome extraordinary event, or urgent na- 
tional buſineſs, ſhould make it indiſputably re- 
quiſite for the crown to aſſemble it before the 


ſtated period. : 
** 18. That 


Rn . 
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12. That the ſeſſion terminate upon the laſt 
day of April, unleſs the national buſineſs ſhould 
be ſooner diſpatched ; the Crown, nevertheleſs, 
having power to prolong the ſeſſion beyond the 
ſtated period, if any urgent buſineſs remain un- 


fniſhed—in which caſe, the Parliament may 


continue its ſitting to the firſt Tueſday in July. 

13. That all Members of the Commons' Houſe 
of Patliament, before taking their ſeats, declare 
upon oath, That they do not hold any office or 
emolument at the will of the Crown, or its fer- 
vants, or any Lord of Parliament ; that they will 
give due attendance to buſineſs, and act with all 
fidelity to the people, ia the diſcharge of their 
important truſt, 

14. That all Members ſerving in Parliament 
be entitled to reaſonable wages, according to the 
wholeſome practice of ancient times. 

15. That all election cauſes be ſinally decided 
dy Jury, before the Judges of Aſſize. 

16. That every perſon, competent to give his 

ſuffrage as an elector, be alſo eſteemed qualified 

to be elected to ſerve his country in Parliament. 
Signed, by order of the Sub-Committee, 

T. BRAND HOLLIS, Chairman. 


Q Weſtminſter 
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Weſtminſter Committee. 
Kixnc's Arms TAVERN, Palace-Yard, June 13, 1780. 


Reſolved, 

THAT the thanks of this Committee be given 
to the Duke of Richmond, for his late motion 
in favour of an annual, equal, and univerſal re. 
preſentation of the Commons; a meaſure which 
is founded on the broad baſis of conſtitutional 
liberty, and the common rights of mankind; 
and would, in the opinion of this Committee, 
be immediately productive of that Parliamentary 
freedom and independency which it is the pur. 
poſe of our Aſſociation to promote. | 

J. BRETT, Chairman 
| for the day. 


Kixd's Arms TAVERN, Palace-Yard, Tuelday, July 18, 1780. 


Reſolved, 

THAT the thanks of this Committee be given 
to the Chairman and Members of the Sub-Com- 
mittee, for the very intelligent report made by 
them, relative to the election of Members to ſerve 
in the Commons' Houſe of Parliament. 

That the report of the Sub-Committee be 
printed, and copies ſent to the ſeveral Commit» 
tees of the counties, cities, and boroughs of this 
kingdom, 
7 12 C. J. FOX, Chairman, 
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Paper XVIII. 
KENNET, Mayor, 
Proceedings of the City of London. 
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1 appointed by this Cou 
the roth of February laſt, to correſpo 
vith the Committees appointed, or to be ap- 
pointed, by the ſeveral counties, cities, and bo- 
roughs, in this kingdom, did this day deliver 
into this Court a report in writing, under their 
hands, with a Form of Aſſociation annexed, 
which were read in theſe words ; 


To the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, Alderm 
and Commons, of the City of London, in 
Common Council aſſembled, 


WE, whoſe names are here ſubſcribed, your 
cm appointed by this — — 
the roth of February laſt, to correſpond with 
the Committees appointed, or to be appointed, 
by the ſeveral counties, cities, and boroughs, i in 
this kingdom, do certify, — that having received 
a letter from Mr. William Gray, jun, Clerk to 
the York Committee, incloſing a Form of Aſſo- 
cation, agreed to by the faid Committee, ne 

2 


— 246 J 


28th of March laſt, to be recommended to the 
General Meeting of the county of Vork: Vour 
Committee have taken ſuch Plan of Aſſociation 
into conſideration, and having made ſome altera. 
tions therein, do approve and adopt the ſame as 
altered, which Plan they have hereunto annexed;* 
and your faid Committee beg leave to recom- 
mend the ſame to this Honourable Court, as the 
moſt proper and eligible Plan that can be laid 
dowri for the purpoſe therein intended; and 
further, your Committee are of opinion that 
copies thereof ſhould be circulated throughout 
the kingdom, and that the citizens of London, 
in particular, be invited to ſubſcribe their names 
to ſuch plan, which ſhould be left at ſome con- 
venient place or places for that purpoſe. 

And your Committee further beg leave to re- 
commend to this Honourable Court, a reſolution 
which they have lately come to, That it is the 
opinion of this Committee, that annual Parlia- 
ments, or more often if need be, are the un- 
alienable right of the People of England, and 
bught to be obtained in preference to any longer 
period.” All which we ſubmit to this Honour: 
able Court, this 13th day of April, 1780. 


William Saxby Braſs Croſby 
John Withers James Townſend 
Joſiah Donford 9 Sawbridge 
| + Bodley Kirkman 
illiam Hurford . 
Reſolved, 


* This altered Plan of Aſſociation being nearly the ſame as that 


$f the county of York, it is not thought neceſſary to be reprinted here. 
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Reſolved unanimouſly, That this Court doth 
agree with the Committee in their ſaid report, 
and approve and adopt the Form of * 
therein recommended. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Town-Clerk 
do ſubſcribe the ſaid Form of Aſſociation, for and 
in the name of the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, and 
Commons of the city of London, in Common 
Council aſſembled. | 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the faid Form of 
Aſſociation be recommended to the citizens of 
the city of London, as a proper and neceſſary 
plan for them to ſubſcribe and enter into, for 
effecting the ſalutary purpoſes mentioned in ſuch 
Aſſociation; and that it be left at the Town- 
Clerk's office, to give the ſaid citizens an oppor- 
tunity of ſigning the ſame. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this 
Court be given to thoſe worthy Members of both 
Houſes of Parliament, who, foreſeeing and fore- 
warning their country of the conſequences, have 
uniformly oppoſed the coercion of America ;—— 
and that they be entreated to uſe their wiſdom 
in accompliſhing, and not even yet to deſpair of 
effecting, a re-union with that country, on bene 
ſicial, juſt, and honourable terms. 

A Member preſented to this Court an extract 
of a letter, from the late Earl of Chatham, to the 
late Earl Temple, dated April 17, 1774, which 
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was read, and ordered to be entered in the jour. 
nal of this Court as follow: 


— 


80 „ ALLOW a ſpeculator, in a great 
chair, t6 add; that a plan for more equal repre- 
ſentation, by additional Knights, of the Shire, 
feems highly ſeaſonable; and to ſhorten the du. 
tation of Parliaments not leſs ſo. If your Lord: 
ſhip ſhould » approve, could Lo6fd Lyttleton's 
caution be brought to taſte thoſe ideas, we 
ſhould take poſſeſſion of ſtrong ground, let who 
will decline to follow us. One line of men, I 
am aſſured, will zealbuſſy fupport, and a reſpe&- 
able weight of law.“ 
e $i quid novifti rectius iftis 

Candidut imperti. a 


Reſolved unanimbully, That the Committee 
appointed the 10th of February laſt, for corre- 


ſponding with the Committees appointed or to be 


appointed by the ſeveral counties, cities, and bo- 
troughs in the kingdom, be continued as a Com- 


thittee of Aſſociation, to carry on the neceſſary 


eofreſpondence, and promote, by every legal 

means, the objects of ſuch Aſſociation. 
Ordered, That all the foregoing proceedings 

be ſigned by the Town Clerk, and publiſhed in 


the public papers. RIX. 


Paper XIX. 
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Reſolutions by the Conſtitutional Society at Note 
tipgham, May 2, 1789. 


—U' nn en nn 
At a full Meeting, the following Reſolutionz 


were unanimouſly paſſed, viz, 


Bran an equal repreſentation is the right of 
the people, and effential to the very idea of 


a Repreſentative Body. 


That annual Parliaments are the old conſtitu- 
tional uſage of Parliament, the true law of the 
land, and the beſt ſecurity which can be furniſhed 
for the virtuous conduct of Parliament, and for 
its independence on every power whatſoever, 


unleſs that of the people alone. 


That the preſent inequalities jn the repreſenta- 
tion of the people, and the continuance of Parlia, 
ments heyond a fingle ſeſſion, are altogether a 
departure from, and a corruption of, the uſage 
and law of Parliament. 

That to recover Parllament to its conſtitutional 
character, by a more equal repreſentation, and 
the return of dunn Parliaments, is no romantic 

obhect 
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bbject, but worthy of a free people to demand, 
as it is within their power to obtain, and is alone 
adequate to their wiſhes. 

That the holding any place, penſion, or con- 
tract, at the diſpoſal of the Crown, (unleſs, per. 
haps, in ſome few inſtances, which may be expe. 
dient for the public buſineſs, and not dangerous 
to the public ſafety) is abſolutely incompatible 
with a ſeat in the Houſe of Commons. 

That it is unworthy of the people of England, 

in their preſent ſtate of diſcontent and alarm, to 
deſiſt from that vigorous but legal proſecution 
of the reform contained in the preceding reſolves; 
and that every thing which is eſſentially ſhort of 
this, is but a mere temporary expedient, not af. 
fording even the promiſe of a permanent good 
to thoſe kingdoms. 
That no candidate to repreſent the town of 
Nottingham, or any county, town, or borough, 
whatever, in Parliament, who does not adopt the 
ſentiments, and pledge himſelf by the honour of 
a man and of a Briton, for the recovery of the 
rights of the people, as expreſſed by the prece- 
ding reſolves, (or ſo much of them as can be 
obtained) deſerves, or ſhall receive, our vote or 
intereſt in any application for a ſeat in * 
ment. 

That the above are our firm teſolyes we 


adopt the reform expreſſed therein in all its 8 
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tent: but if, in all its extent, it ſhould be im, 
practicable, we will thankfully receive ſo much 
of it as can be procured, and join our fellow-ci- 
tizens in the purſuit of any part of ſo deſirable 
an object. 

That the thanks af this Society be conveyed 
to Major Cartwright, for his judiciqus and manly 
conduct in every thing which affects the liberties 
of the people ; and that this Society will be 
happy to give him every expreſſion of their 
eſteem and gratitude which ſhall be in theip 


power - 


8. HAYWOOD, Secretary, 
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Paper XX. 
Proceedings at c General Meeting of the County 
of Kent. 
2 8 


At a very numerous and reſpectable Meeting 
of the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Freeholders 

of the ſaid county, held at the Court-Houſe 
at Maidſtqne, on the 3d day of July, 1780, 
agreeable to a public advertiſement from 


the Sheriff. 
ROBERT BURROW, Eſa; the Sheriff, 
in the Chair. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, 


THA the Hon. Charles Marſham be put in 
nomination as one of the Candidates to 
repreſent this county in the next Parliament. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That Filmer Honey- 
wood, Eſq; be put in nomination as one df the 
2andidates to repreſent this county in the next 
Parliament. 5 . 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Hon. Charles 
Marſham and Filmer Honey wood, Eſq; be aps 
proved, by this Meeting, as joint W 
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be put in nomination to repreſent the county 
of Kent in 3 at the enſuing General 
Election. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the 1 of 
this Meeting be given to the Honourable Charles 
Marſham, for his honeſt, upright, and inde- 
pendent conduct in Parliament. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to Robert Burrow, Eſq; 
the Sheriff of the county, for his readineſs to 
comply with the wiſhes of the county, by call- 
ing this Meeting; and alſo for his candid con- 
duct at the ſame. | 
ROBERT BURROW, Sheriff, 


Lord Viſcount Mahon, the n of the 
Kentiſh Committee, having informed the Meet- 
ing, that he was directed, by the Committee, to 
make their report to the Meeting; John Carter, 
Eſq; was unanimouſly voted in the Chair. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, . That the following 
propoſitions do deſerve the ſteadieſt and warmeſt 
ſupport of the friends of the Conſtitutional liberty 
of this country, and that they would be highly 
conducive to the reſtoring the independence of 
Parliament, and to the ſecuring the freedom 
and rights of the people, viz. 

1ſt, The oeconomical reform requeſted by the 
petitions of the people; that plan of ſtrict and 


rigid: — now 3 neceſſary in 
every 
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every department of the State; that moſt im. 
portant regulation for reducing the Conſtitu. 
tional influence of the Crown, 

2dly. The propoſition for obtaining a more 
equal Repreſentation in Parliament, by the addi. 
tion of at leaſt one hundred Members, to be 
choſen, in a due proportion, by the ſeveril 
counties of the kingdom of Great-Britain. 

zaly. The, propolition for Members of the 
Houſe of Commons to be elected to ſerve in 
Parliament for a term not exceeding three years, 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Committee, 
appointed at the laſt General Meeting of this 
county, be confirmed by this Meeting with all 
the powers that the Committee had before; in 
order effectually to promote the objects of the 
Petition of this county, to the Honourable the 
Houſe of Commons, and alſo all the reſolves of 
this Meeting, by all legal and conſtitutional 
means. Fr 

Reſolved, by a very great majority, That it 
is the opinion of this Meeting, that it be ſtrong) 
recommended to all Noblemen, Gentlemen, Yeo- 
men, Freeholders, and Houſeholders, in the 
county of Kent, and to the ſons of ſuch perſons, 
to provide themſelves with a good muſquet and 
bayonet, for the purpoſe of ſtrengthening the 


Civil Power, and to act, according to law, ia Ct 
maintaining the peace of the ſaid county; { c 


that good order may, without the ajd or inter. 
| politic 


1 


FAN FBF ELN 2 


in 


— 255 J 


poſition of any military force, be effectually pre- 
ſerved within the ſame. 


Reſolved unariimouſly, That the thanks of 
this Meeting be given to John Carter, Eſq; the 
Chairman. 

JOHN CARTER, Chairman 
of the Meeting. 


Committee of the County gf Kent. 


STAz-Inn, MaiDsTONE, July 3, 1780. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, 

THAT Lord Viſcount Mahon, Stephen Beck- 
ingham, Eſq; Charles Robinſon, Eſq; the Rev. 
Dr. Richard Rycroft, and Thomas Streatfield, 
Eſq; be deputed, from this Committee, to con- 
fer with Deputies from other Committees, either 
in the city of London or in the city of Weſtmin- 
ſter, and to report to this Committee. 

Reſolved unanimoufly, That Abraham Atkins, 
Eſq; William Borman, Eſq; Richard Coleman, 
Eſq; Charles Lefebure, Eſq; and John Cockain 
Sole, Eſq; be added to this Committee. 

Reſolved unanimoufly, That the Committee 


do adjourn, fine die, ſubject to the call of the 


Chairman, upon application of any three Mem- 
bers of this Committee. 
MAHON, Chairman of the 
Committee, 
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Paper XXI. 
Proceedings of the Devon Committee. 


-. 


CaorLz of ExxTin, July 7, 1780. 
Ta Meeting this day held, purſuant to ad. 
journment.— 

Read, letter from the Chairman of the Dorſet 
Committee, and copy of their laſt reſolutions 
incloſed. 

| Reſolved, That this Committee do declare 
their utmoſt abhorrence of the tumults which 
have lately diſgraced the capital of this Empire, 
and earneſtly hope and truſt, that tranquillity 
and legal government will be ſpeedily reſtored, 
that the ill-founded apprehenſions of the unin 
formed may be removed, and that the prudent 
and lenient hand of wholeſome laws will ſecure 
the Conſtitution of this free country, both eccle- 
| Gaſtical and civil. 
| Reſolved, That our future endeavours be 
exerted in a ſteady perſeverance to attain that 
reform in the expenditure of the public money, 
which has been the great foundation of our 
Aſſociation. That our opinion, on this point, 
has received the additional teſtimony of the 
- Houſe of Commons; and we feel too ſenſibly 
that the failure, in our full expectations _ 
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bead, is wholly owing to that abuſe of which 
we complain, —namely, That the influence of 
the Crown, by the means of its Miniſters, has 
prevented that remedy to our diſtreſſes which 
every conſideration calls upon the Legiſlature to 
ly. EDS I | 

Of totved, That as we do not flatter ourſelves 
that the commiſſion of accounts, appointed by 
the late act, promiſes the public that effectual 
redreſs which it wiſhes ; that Mr. Burke be de- 
fired to preſent again, in the next Seſſions of 
Parliament, his bill © for the better regulation 
of his Majeſty's civil eſtabliſhments, and of cer- 
tain public offices; for the limitation of pen- 
ſions, and the ſuppreſſing of ſundry - uſeleſs, 
expenſive, and inconvenient places, and for ap- 
plying the monies, ſaved thereby, to the public 
ſervice.” And that the Chairman be requeſted 
to write Mr. Burke accordingly. 

Reſolved, That the Chairman be requeſted 
to ſend a copy of theſe reſolutions to the Chair- 
men of the ſeveral Committees of the counties of 
York, Glouceſter, Hertford, Dorſet, and of the 
city of Weſtminſter, 

Reſolved, That John Honywood, Eſq; be 
added to the Committee. 

Reſolved, That the Committee do adjourn to 
the Thurſday in the next Michaelmas ſeſſions- 
week, being the 5th day of October next, at 
this place, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon; and 
that theſe reſolutions be printed. _ 

COURTENAY, Chairman. 
R 3 
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Paper XXII. 
Reſolutions at a Meeting of the Committee 
Aſſociation, for the County of York, held an: 


2d day of Auguſt, 1780. 
| : — 
| 0 
| | PRESENT, 
| 1 Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairman. 
| Mr. Strickland Mr. Cradock 
| Rev. William Maſon Dr. Swainſton 
. - Mr. Marriott | Rev. H. Zouch 
| ev. William Dealtry Mr Elſley | 
Mr. P. Milnes Mr. L. S. Laſcelles 
| Mr. Lloyd Rev. Fred. Dodſworth 
Sir Robert Hildyard Rev, Mr. Preſton, 
Mr. Place Mr. Cotton 
r. Micklethwaite Mr. Dring 
L. Varker Mr. Hayes 
- Mr. Croft Rex. James Wilkinſon 
Mr. Croft, jun. | Mr. Dixon 
Rev. R. Croft Mr. R. 8. Milnes 
Mr. Morritt | Mr. Shore 
Mr. Courtney Mr. William Jackſon 
Rev. William Cayley Mr. Athorpe 
Rev. John Dixon Mr. Mathews, jun, 
| Mr. Rawſon oor Rev. W. Comber 
| Mr. Booth Sir William St. Quintig 
* — John Robinſon Mr. C. St. Quintin 
| Mr. Baynes Mr. Hildya K 
I Mr. Baynes, jun. Mr. Edmunds 4 
Mr. Foljambe Mr. Tooker 
| Sir James Norcliffe Mr. Stovin f 
| Mr. S. Walker The Ear] of Effingham 
| _ — — E — [JO — f Y 
| r. Duncom | un. 
Mr. Henry Duncombe Mr. Mr. Hl. - 
Mr. J. S. Smith | fi 
b 
| Whereas from the late abominable outrage 7 
| committed by the loweſt clafſes of the populace A 
tc 


| 

| in London, occaſion hath been taken, by perſons 
| | | 8 hoſtile 
| 


ges 
lace 
ſons 


ſtile 
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hoſtile to the juſt Rights and Freedom of the 
People, to defame the Aſſociation of this county, 
and of other counties and principal Corporations 
of England, as being calculated to produce ſimi- 
lar acts of violence; notwithſtanding the expreſs 

and ſolemn declaration of their purpoſe, to ſup» 
port, by legal and patific methods, the propoſition 
for a reform in the expenditure of public money, and 


for a more equal Repreſentation of the People, and 


a ſhorter duration of Parliament, 

Reſolved, That from whatever quarter thoſe 
defamatory ſuggeſtions may have come, this 
Committee doth hold them in contempt, as miſ- 
repreſentations vainly contrived to intimidate - 
and deter the Aſſociated Bodies from the proſe- 
cution of their juſt and neceſſary Plan of Public 
Reformation. 

Refolved, That notwithſtanding the rejection 
of every material regulation propoſed to Parlia- 
ment, during the laſt ſeſſion, for introducing a 
more ceconomical management of the public 
revenues, and effecting a proper diminution of 


the exceſſive influence of the Crown, in con- 


formity to the wiſhes of the People, and to the 

vote of the Houſe of Commons itſelf on the 6th 
of April laſt, this Committee doth confide in the 
firmneſs and energy of the nation; not doubting, 
but their ſteady perſeverance in an orderly and 
legal ſupport of the meaſures of their reſpective 
Aſſociations will, in due time, be found eſſectual 


to obtain a complete redreſs of mg 


R 4 evils; 
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evils; and alſo to correct the inveterate abuſez 
in the duration of and repreſentation in Parliament, 
which are the true origin and ſource of all our 
national grievances. 
+ Reſolved, That if on any future unhappy in- 
terruption of the public peace, orders ſhall be 
iſſued to the military force to diſarm peaceable 
fubjects, being Proteſtants, under any pretence 
of example-or precedent drawn from any order 
given to that effect, during the late tumults in 
London, ſuch orders ought not to be complied 
with, being contrary to the natural right of ſelf- 
defence, contrary to the poſitive law of the land, 
and directly tending to the utter ruin of our 
liberties, by the introduction of a military go- 
vernment. f 
Reſolved, That the interference of the military 
for the ſuppreſſion of riots, not under the di. 
rection of the Civil Magiſtrate, but at the diſcre- 
tion of the Commanding Officer, is a dangerous 
deviation from the uſual and conſtitutional prac- 
tice during the reigns of the two firſt Princes of 
the Houſe of Hanover, which the moſt urgent 
and evident neceflity alone can render excuſable. 
Reſolved, That however the order for the in- 
terference of the military at their diſcretion, for 
the ſuppreſſion of the late riots in the metropolis, 
may have been unavoidable from the preſſing 
circumſtances df the caſe, viz. From the great- 
neſs of the danger, and the intimidation of the 
magiſtracy from the due execution of their office 
| in 
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in maintaining or reſtoring the public peace 
yet the extenſion of ſimilar orders to the army 
in other parts of the kingdom, where no preſſing 
danger actually exiſts, and where no reluQance 
in the magiſtracy to perform their duty, can bg 
reaſonably ſuſpected, cannot be juſtified on any 
real ground of neceſſity. 

Reſolved, That it is the deareſt intereſt of 
every private ſubject, as well as his bounden 
duty by the law of the land, to exert himſelf 
according. to his utmoſt ability, to maintain the 
peace of the country, ſo that good order may, 
without the aid or interpoſition of any military 
force, be effectually preſerved within the ſame, 

Reſolved, That His Committee doth moſt 
earneſtly recommend to all ſubſtantial houſe- 
holders to be ready and prepared, on the firſt 
appearance of any riotous commotion, to aſſiſt 
in maintaining peace and good order, under the 
directions of the Civil Magiſtrate, 

Reſolved, That this Committee will, at a fu- 
ture Meeting, proceed to a nomination of Dele- 
gates to attend in London next winter, to com- 
municate with the Delegates of other Petitioning 
or Aſſociated Bodies, on the means of carrying 


into effect the objects of their Petitions or Aſſo. 
ciations. 


Reſolved, That the following members be 
added to this Committee, 


The Rt. Hon. W Rev. Ben. Walker , Nortballertgg 
C. Turner, Eſq; J. Anderſon, Eſq; Swainthwaitg 


pf DECLINED 
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DECLINED ACTING, - 
W. T. Jollife, Ea Nun-Monckton W. Fenton, jun. Eſq; vage. dul 
W. Waines, Eſq; Little-Weighton William Buck, Eſq; Halifax 


Reſolved, That the Rev. Mr. Yarker, Mr, 
Lloyd, Mr. Dring, the Rev. Mr. Robinſon, and 
the Rev. Mr. Preſton, be a Sub-Committee, to 
receive the return of ſignatures to the Aſſocia. 
tion, and draw up a general report of the numbers, 
Reſolved, That the proceedings of this Meet. 
ing be printed and publiſhed, and that the 
Chairman be deſired to ſend copies thereof to 
the different Committees of petitioning or aſſo- 
ciated counties and diſtricts. 

Reſolved, That this Committee be adjourned 
till to-morrow morning at half paſt nine o'clock, 

| C. WYVILL, 


Paper XXIII. 


Reſolutions at a Meeting of the Committee of 
Aſſociation, for the County of York, on the zd 


f Auguſt, N 
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| PRESENT, | 
Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairman. 
Mr. Foljambe Rev. John Robinſon 
Mr, Courtney Mr. H. Duncombe 
Mr. Place Sir James Noreliffe 
Mr. Rawſon Mr. Cotton 
Mr. Baynes Rev. Luke Yacket 


Mr + Baynes, jun. Rev. John Dixon Ren 


. „ ˙ trans 
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| 
— Elſley 1 N Mes Cro 
Mr. Dring 4. . Hildyard 
Mr. Marriott / v. Robert WY os 
Rev. W. Maſon Me. Morritt 
Mr. J. 8. Smith | Rev. Henry Zouch 
ev. Fred. Dodſworth Rev. William Ow 
F. Smyth | | 


Reſolved, That Iſaac uad Eſq; of "ELL 
tingham, be added to this Committee. | 

Reſolyed, That the following letter be ſent 
by the Chairman to the Earl of | fingham, and 
2 like letter (with the neceſſary alterations) to 
Charles Turner, Eſq; with copies of the reſoly- 


tion of yeſterday's Meeting, appointing them 
Members of the Committee 


* My Lord, 
* BY order of the Committee 
of Aſſociation, I have the honour to communi- 
cate to your Lordſhi yr vote which admits you 

a Member of their Body. 

* When that Committee firſt met, to delibe- 
rate on a Plan for a Parliamentary Reform, in 
order to give ſecurity to our common liberties, 
they thought it, in the earlieſt ſtages of that bu- 
lineſs, improper to admit Members of either 
Houſe of Parliament, as well out of delicacy to 
thoſe Members themſelves, as from other obvious 
conſiderations; But now, when that plan hag 
been maturely digeſted and ſettled, ſuch objee- 
tions no longer ſubſiſt; and therefore it is with 
the greateſt pleaſure that they admit your Lord- 

thip 
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ſhip (who has already honoured the Aſſociation 


with your ſignature); to take a part in their de. 


liberations: 
I have the honour to be, be. 


Reſolved, That as we do not flatter ourſelves 
that the commiſſion of accounts, appointed by the 
late act, promiſes the public that effectual redreſs 
which it wiſhes—that Mr. Burke be defired to 
preſent again, in the next ſeſſion of Parliament, 
his bull For the better regulation of his Ma- 
jeſty's civil eſtabliſhments, and of certain public 
offices; for the limitation of penſions, and the 
ſuppreſſing of ſundry uſeleſs, expenſive, and in- 
convenient places; and for applying the monies 
ſaved thereby to the public ſervice :” And that 
the Chairman be requeſted to write to Mr. Burke 


accordingly. 


Reſolved, That this Meeting do adjourn, ſub- 
ject to a call of not leſs than three Members of 
the Sub-Committee, whenever it ſhall ſeem ne. 
ceflary to them, 

(Pr? th C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


Paper XIV, 


V. 


remain but for the Members of Parliament ta 
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Letter from the Eat of ErrdonAN ta the Rur. 
C. WyVILL, 


Ga, Auguſt 5, 1786 


Dear Sir, 
| JUST as I was leaving York, 
] received your favour, acquainting me of the 
reſolution ' taken by the Committee, to admit 
Members of Parliament, and their reaſon for it. 

I entirely approved their not being choſen of 
the Committee at firſt, while reports were invi- 
diouſly circulated concerning the intentions of 
the Meeting, as if what was the genuine effuſion 
of patriotiſm, a ſincere deſire to reſtore and pre- 
ſerve our happy conſtitution, had been a mere 

party matter, ſolely calculated to ſerve the views 
of particular men, 

] am now, Sir, of opinion with the Commit. 
tee, that the former objection to Members of 
Parliament has ceaſed ; but I have a ſtronger 
reaſon for agreeing with them, which I will ex» 


lain. 


In the early part of this buſineſs, when it way. 


only in contemplation, generally to correct the 
influence of the Crown, and the waſte of public 
money, the neceſſity of thoſe two objects was 
ſo univerſally admitted, that nothing ſeemed to 


frame 
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frame ind introduce proper bills to accompliſh 


the deſired purpoſe. 
But ſince that time, two points have been re· 


ſolved on by the county, in purſuit of the gene. 
ral object, which points the electors alone have 
a right to decide on. 
Nothing ſeems more clear, than that thoſe who 
are to delegate a truſt, have a right to determine 
not only the perſon to whom, but alſo the limit. 
ation under which, and the length of time for 
which, ſuch truſt ſhall be delegated 4 but how. 
ever maturely ſuch a plan may have been di. 
geſted and ſettled, I am very much of opinion, 
That, if it is oppoſed, the carrying it'into-execu- 
tion cannot be effected by any degree of talents 
or good intentions, without a great deal of know. 
ledge and experience in the practice of that branch 
of the legiſlature where it muſt firſt come into 
conſideration. I think the fate of ſome motions 
laſt ſeſſion, ſufficiently proves the truth of this 
obſer vation. 
I hall therefore conclude with my ſincere wiſh, 
that we may be able to add to the Committee 
that experience which alone ſeems requiſite; 


ſhall then indulge myſelf in the pleaſing belief 


that their exertions will call forth à degree of 
public virtue, ſufficient to reſtore our country, 
in ſome meaſure at leaſt,. to that enviable ſtate 
from which we have, in the courſe of a few 
-years, ſo miſerably fallen. 
I am, dear Sir, with great regard, 
Your moſt faithful 
And obedient ſervant, 
EFFINGHAM. 


. 


ie. XXV. 


Heads of a Plan for vrevedths ey, a 
Elections in e | | 
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The following- Thoughts: are ſubmitted to the 
Committee of eng: the f 
of Vork. t! 


TT is — that a Committes be appointed 
for the ſpecial purpoſe of carrying, into ef- 
fect the refolutiou of the 28th of March, 1788, 
relating to bribery and corruption in the ſeveral 
boroughs of this kingdom. 

The Committee of the county of York to ſet 
the example in the county of York, in the wy" 
lowing manner: 

That the Committee do write a aca letter 
to the Mayor, Bayliff, or other Chief Magiſtrate, 
of each borough, requeſting ſuch Magiſtrate ta 
ſet on foot an Aſſociation or Declaration, and to 
uſe his endeavours to procure the greateſt num- 


ber of fignatures to ſuch declaration on the part 


of the voters of each borough, in form ſome- 
thing like the following, viz. We, the under- 
written, being voters for the borough of , 

| | da 


from time tb time, declare themſelves Candi. 
dates for any borough within the county of 


declaration on his part as he may think proper 
any ſuch venal modes of proceeding. 


requeſt from them à declaration, in anſwer, of 
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do enter into this Aſſociation and Declaration, 

that we will not take, or to the beſt of our power 

ſuffer to be given or taken, any bribe or gra- 

tuity for any vote at any election for Members 

of Parliament for this borough. | 
That the aforeſaid Magifivate be deſired to 

make & return to the Committee of the number 

of hands procured to ſuch Aſſociation and De- 

Elaration, together with a liſt of the names and | 


deſcriptions of the perſons ſubſcribing thereto. 


That the Committee do write to the preſent c 
Members for each borough, if they ſhould ſtand i 
again, and likewiſe to all ſuch gentlemen as ſhall, 


York, requeſting of ſuch gentlemen to give an 
affurance and bond of honour, not to offer or 
ive any bribe or gratuity to any voter at each 
rough reſpectively, together with any ſuch 


to give of his diſapprobation and diſavowal of 


That in the caſe of boroughs which are ſup- 
poſed to be under the influence of great families, 
or of private perſons, the Committee do write 
to ſuch perſons, as to them ſhall ſeem proper, to 


their concurrence with the fame ſentiments. - 
That all the aforeſaid letters of correſpondence, 
| with 
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with their anſwers, ſhall be collected together, 
and that they ſhall be publiſhed at a proper time. 

That a plan of theſe proceedings be tranſ- 
mitted to the Committees of the ſeveral affoci- 
ating counties, requeſting each Committee to 
enforce it in the reſpective county. © 

That the ſeveral correſpondencies and pro- 
ceedings in each county, upon this ſubject, be 
made public. 

It is preſumed that the gentlemen of each 
county will be informed of the real and REIT 
intereſt prevailing in each borough. | 

It is likewiſe preſumed that the ſort of corre- 
ſpondence, which is here propoſed, will natu- 
rally tend to diſtribute the boroughs, in the 
ſeveral counties, into their ſeveral claſſes, ſuch 
253 numerous and popular boroughs of 1006 
voters or more, —leſs numerous and popular, 
viz. 200, or 300, or 400, - private boroughs of 
zo, 40, or 50, —burgage tenures, &c. &c. &c. 
which may lead to a rational plan of reforma- 


tion, by a diſtribution of caſes, inſtead of lump- 


ing various and diflimilar caſes under one com- 
mon deſcription, which ought to require different, 
remedies according to each ſpecific caſe : for 
inſtance, -it happens in many caſes that the moſt” 
popular and conſiderable boroughs in the county, 
may be as notoriouſly venal as the moſt private 
rotten borough; the remedy ſhould be different, 
atho? in caſes equally venal: the great borough, 
8 


if 
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if venal, ſhould be reformed; the leſſer borough 
might perhaps be ſuppreſſed, The diſtinction 
in this caſe, ſuppoſed of equal yenality turns 
upon the difference that the leſſer borough is 
not only venal, but an unequal repreſentative: 
To lay a foundation for a rational reformation 


of Parliament, the different caſes ſhould be in. 


veſtigated. 
It is preſumed that the correſpondence, above 
deſcribed, will lay open the real ſtate of venality 


in the reſpective boroughs. The venality of 


Electors, is one principal foundation of public 


evils; unequal repreſentation is the other half. 


but they ſhould be diſtinguiſhed from each other, 


If in a popular venal borough, there ſhould 


be found a determined ſpirit not to affociate for 
the purpoſe of renouncing bribery and confeſſed 


* 
If Candidates refuſe to anſwer the letters of 


_ the Committee, or to give ſatisfactory and ho- 
nourable aflurance on the ſubject required,. 


let ſuch refuſal ſtand in public teſtimony againſt 
them, —let all thoughts and deeds of darkneſs 
be brought to light. 

On the other hand, the correſpondencies of ſuch 
boroughs, or of ſuch private gentlemen, as ſhall 
be ready to take a decided and honourable part 
in their reſpective ſpheres, to oppoſe the torrent 
of national venality and corruption, will bring 
the higheſt honour to themſelves, will * 

0 
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the moſt laudable example to their country, and 
will form the moſt unexceptionable ground- 


work of a General National Aſſociation, for the 
mr of r reformation. 


THIS Paper was not received by the Chairman 
of the Committee, to whom it was addreſſed, 
till the 15th of Auguſt, 1780; the earlieſt Meet- 
ing of that Committee, after the i 5th of Auguſt, 
was not held till the 7th of September follow. 
ing, when that body had not leiſure to avail 
themſelves of the Plan communicated by their 
unknown friend. In the ſtruggle with Mr. 


Laſcelles, which commenced. about that time, 


and which ended in the expulſion of that gen- 
tleman from his ſeat, as Repreſentative of the 
county of York, the propoſal was unavoidably 
laid aſide; and after the General Election, it was 
not ſufficiently attended to by the Committee. 


8 2 P aper XXVI. 
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Paper XXVI. 
Reſolutions at a Meeting of the Sub-Committee 
of Afﬀſociation of the County of York, Septem- 
ber 2, 1780, 


Il 


PRESENT, 


WILLIAM WITHERS, Eſq; Chairman. 
Dr. Swainſton Rev. R. Croft 


Reſolved, That the following letter be ſent, - 
by the Clerk, to the Rev. Mr. Wyvill: 


Rev. Sir, 
THE Sub- Committee have juſt now 


met, in conſequence of certain information that 
Parliament is diflolved, and defire me to inform 
you, that they intend to call a Meeting of the 
General Committee, for next Thurſday; and as 
they ſuppoſe that the moſt early information of 
ſuch Meeting may be deſirable to you, they ſend 
this away by an expreſs. The Sub-Committee 
propoſe meeting again to-morrow at 11 o'clock, 
and will meet every day till next Tueſday, and 
they will be happy to ſee you as ſoon as you can 
make it convenient. 
I arp, &c 
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Reſolved, That the following circular letter 
be ſent, by the Clerk, to ä of the 
General Committee. 

Sir, ö 5 
PARLIAMENT being diſſolved, 
the Sub-Committee of Aſſociation, now met, 
have fixed a Meeting of the General Committee 
for next Thurſday, at ten in the forenoon, at 
which time your attendance is earneſtly requeſted. 
* I am, &c. { 


Reſolved, That the Sub-Committee do meet 
again on Monday next, at ten o'clock. 
| WM. WITHERS, Eſq; Chairman. 


Paper XXVII. 


Reſolutions at 6 Meeting of the Sub-Committee of 
Aſſociation of the County of York, Sept. 4, 1780. 


= 


PRESENT, 


Rev, C. WYVILL, Ch 
Mr. St. Quinta — Withers 


Rey. ny Dealtry Rev. William * 
83 Reſolyed, 


Lt 94 ] 


\Refolved, That the following advertiſements 
be inſerted in the York papers, viz. The firſt in 
the York Courant, and the ſecond in the Vork 
Courant and Chronicle, and alſo in the London 
evening papers. 


— 


IL 


1. THE Committee of Aſſociation is requeſted 
to meet at the York-Tavern on Thurſday next, 
the 7th of September; the unexpected diſſolu- 
tion of Parliament. having rendered this meaſure 
abſolutely neceſſary. Ih r 
WILLIAM GRAY, jun. Clerk. 


2. 7 » the Gentlemen, Clergy, and Frecholders, 
of Yarkſhire, : 8 


YOU are moſt earneſtly requeſted not to en- 
your votes and intereſt, till a Meeting of 

the county of York can be obtained, when a 
gentleman of independent character and fortune 
will certainly be propoſed as a Candidate, for 
the honour of your ſupport, at the approaching 
election, who is a friend to that plan of national 


\ oeconomy, and conſtitutional reform, which 


Sir George Savile has declared his intention to 


promote, 
Reſolved, 


, 
ö 
g 
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Reſolved, That the following letter be ſent, 


by the Chairman, to William Bethell, Eſq; High 
n of this county. | 
| Youn-Tavian, gept- 4, 1780. 
Sir, 7 

THE diſſolution of Parliament 
being now made public, the Sub-Committee of 
Aſſociation earneſtly requeſt that you would be 
pleaſed to call a Meeting of the Freeholders of 
this county, on the earlieſt day; that proper 
perſons may be put in nomination. to repreſent 
them in the enſuing Parliament. The favour of 
your anſwer, by the bearer, is requeſted. 

1 the honour to be, &c. f 
C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


Reſolved, That this Committee be adjourned. | 
C. WYVILL, Chairman. 
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Paper XXVIII. 
Addreſs of Sir Geo. SAVILE to his Conſtituents, 


* 7 
— —— — 


10 um. Gentlemen, aa and Freeolder, of . 
Roe County of York. 


Gentlemen, : | 

I˖ͤ T venture once more to make 
you a tender of my ſervice in Parliament. Give 
me leave, at the ſame time, to offer you my 
cordial thanks for all the indulgencies you have 
ſhewn me; and for your kind acceptance of my 
Endeavour to perform the duty I had under. 
taken, - I look upon that partiality and favour as 
a moſt honourable teſtimony, becauſe it proves 
that you entertain a conviction of the purity of 
my intentions, ſufficient to make you overlook 

«every thing amiſs which did not proceed from 
the will. 

In renewing my deſire to continue in your 
ſervice, I think it, however, my duty to confeſs 
to you, that it has not been without much ſe- 
rious conſideration, and more than common he- 
ſitation, that I have determined upon it. 1 muſt 
not omit making you aware, that it is by no 

| mean 
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means probable I ſhould be able even to perform 
the mere duty of attendance as punctually as I 
have hitherto done; eſpecially if the duration 
of Parliament ſhould prove to be for ſeven years, 
By what I have in ſome degree experienced al- 
ready, I have no reaſon to believe ſo long a con- 
tinuance of ſuch an attendance would be per- 
feQly conſiſtent with my health. 

But there is ſomething more ſerious I have to 
ſay to you on this ſubject, The ſatisfaction and 
honour of attending your - buſineſs have ever 
oyer-balanced the labour: but my attendance 
during the laſt Parliament has been ſomething 
worſe than laborious; jt has been diſcouraging, 
grievous, and painful. Look back, for a mg- 
ment, upon the things which have been done, 
or, (being done) have been approved of, by that 
body, of which I have been a conſtituent part. 
Compare the preſent with the paſt ſituation of 
public affairs, Whether glory, conqueſt, and 
riches; or, peace, content, liberty, and the en- 
joyment of your conſtitutional rights, be your 
principal objets—In which of them have you 
been gratified ? I have been, in my collective 
capacity, a party to all theſe changes, and to all 
the meaſures which have produced them : ſup- 
ported in this mortifying ſituation, with one 
only conſolation, a very great one indeed to my 
own mind, that of being able to aſſure you, that 
there has been no one meaſure, of all thoſe that 

| ' hays 
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have proved ſo ruinous and fatal, which I have 
hot, as an individual, reſiſted, to the utmoſt of 
my power. A poor, barren, ineffectual nega. 
tive; and a miſerable claim to your favour, to 
kave failed (as far as my power and flender ef. 
forts are in queſtion) almoſt in. every point re. 
garding thoſe rights, and that proſperity, which 
I was ſpecially choſen to cultivate and maintain. 
- I return to you, therefore, baffled and di. 
ſpirited, and I am ſorry that truth obliges me to 
add, with hardly a ray of hope of ſeeing any 
change in the miſerable courſe of public cala- 
Mities. 3 8 * | 
On this melancholy day of account in ren- 
dering up to you my truſt, I deliver to you 
your ſhare of a country maimed and weakened, 
its treaſure laviſhed and mis-ſpent, its honours 
faded, and its conduct the laughing: ſtock of 
Europe; our nation in 2 manner without allies 
or friends, except ſuch as we have hired to de- 
{troy our fellow ſubjects, and to ravage a coun- 
try, in which we once claimed an invaluable 
ſhare. I return to you ſome of your principal 
privileges impeached, and mangled. And, laſtly, 
I leave you, as I.conceive at this hour and mo- 
ment fully, effectually, and abſolutely under the 
diſcretion and power of a military force, which 
is to act without waiting for the authority of 
the civil magiſtrates; for it is fit you ſhould 
know, if you are not already informed, that an 
ordet 
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order iſſued in London (at a moment when the 
violence of the fiots, and the remiſſneſs of the 
civil magiſtrate might render neceſſary an ex- 
traordinary and violent temporary exertion of 
the military) that order, I ſay, has, as I have 
good grounds tbelieve, been extended to the 
whole kingdom where neither of thoſe cauſes 
exiſted in any degree ſufficient to juſtify ſo des 
ciſive and extraordinary a meaſure; and I do 
not know of that order being recalled. 

In this ſtate of public affairs, and with this 


Account to render of my commiſſion, judge 


whether I can boldly and chearfully, or ſup- 
ported by any rational confidence, boaſt to you 
as candidates are wont to do, of what I will do, 
and what I will undertake for your ſervice, 

For this reaſon, avoiding even the uſual ſtyle 
of ſuch addreſſes, and forbearing as well the for- 
ward promiſes as the ſuperficial humbleneſs of 
phraſe in uſe on theſe occaſions, I make it a ſo- 
lemn duty to lay before you, without diſguiſe 
or palliation, the preſent ſtate of your concerns 
25 they appear to me, ang the gloomy proſpeF 
which lies before ys, 

Some have been accuſed of exaggerating the 
public misfor , nay of having endeayoured 
to help forward the —_— that they might 
afterwards raiſe difcontents, I am willing to 
hope, that neither my temper, nor my ſituation 
ip life, will be thought naturally to urge me to 

promote 
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promote miſery, diſcord, or confuſion ; or to 


exult in the ſubverſion of order, or in the ruin 
of property. I have no reaſon to contemplate 
with pleaſure the poverty of our country, the 
increaſe of our debts, and of our taxes: or the 
not, however, 
to my report. Reflect, compare, and judge for 
vourſelves. 1 

But under all theſe diſheartening circum- 
ſtances, I could yet entertain à chearful hope, 


and undertake again the commiſſion with ala. 
crity, as well as zeal, if I could ſee any eſfectuil 


ſteps taken to remove the original cauſe of the 
miſchief. Then would there be a hope.“ 

Till the purity of the Conſtituent body, and 
thereby that of the Repreſentative be en 
there is NONE. 

While the electors ſell their voices to the 
Member, and the Member diſtreſſes his fortune 
to buy them, Parliament will be the purchaſe of 
the Miniſter. Parliament-men will find ways of 
partaking other advantages than merely their 
ſhare in common with you, of thoſe good mea- 
fures which they ſhall promote, and of thoſe 
good laws which they ſhall ènact for your go- 
vernment and their own : and the-modern im- 
proved arts of corruption, by contracts, ſub- 
ſcriptions, and jobs, isl attended with this per- 
verſe and vexatious conſequence; that their 


benefit is not only unconnefted with _ $, 
f ut 
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but it grows upon your diſtreſs. They feed on 
the expence; they fatten on every extravagance 
that art and illcondu& can engraft on the na- 
tural diſadvantages of a remote, raſh, ill-fated, 
impolitic, and unſucceſsful war: the Miniſter's 
dire& intereſt (nay his ſafety) mean while, re- 
quiring him to puſh the deſperate game, and 
even in felf-defence, to increaſe that very ex- 
pence which is his crime; to entrench himſelf 
ſill deeper in corruption, and by headlong and 
unmeaſured extravagance, to have the means of 
juſtifying to the faithful Commons, his former 
miſmanagement and miſdeeds. See where this 
ends, but forget not where it begins. 

I am led here very naturally to ſpeak upon 
the ſubje& of certain regulations, which havg 
been the object of your late aſſemblies and deli- 
berations. Indeed, I have brought myſelf tg 
this matter almoſt unavoidably, but not unwil- 
lingly. I gladly embrace this moſt public op- 
portunity of delivering my ſentiments. not onl 
to all my conſtituents, but to thoſe, likewiſe, 
not my conſtituents, whom yet in the large ſenſę 
| repreſent, and am faithfully to ſerve ; not only 
to twenty thouſand, my electors, but to hun- 
dreds of thouſands, in the county I repreſent, (tg 
go no, farther) who are to ſuffer under the bad 
conduct of Parliament; and of declaring my in- 
tentions, regarding the two chief articles con- 
tained in the reſolutions agreed to at your late 
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meetings; I mean, rendering Parliament ttien- 
nial, and adding to the number of county Re. 
preſentatives. 

I do intend to give my voice, if I have the 
honour of continuing in your ſervice, for the 
change of ſeptennial Parliaments. And this, 
not becauſe I am fo ſanguinè as ſome are, in a 
full perſuaſion, that it will be a cure for all our 
evils; no, nor even that I promiſe myſelf it 
will be attended with any ſuch fure hope of 
tonſiderable advantage, (at leaſt, if unaccom- 
panied by ſome other ſteps tending to purity the 
ſources of election and repreſentation)but chiefly, 
becauſe, on the beſt information I have obtain- 
ed, I have reaſon to believe it is the mind and 
deſire of a very large number of my conſtituents: 
this ſcemihg to me to be the one point (at leaſt 
with diſtinguiſhed preference) on which the 
ſender, not he who is ſent, has the perfect right 
to judge; and that, even if after all, I ſhould 
have miſtaken their general ſenſe, it will be at 
leaſt the ſafer error; ſince there is a manifeſt 
difference between the obtruding one's ſelf for 
ſeven years on him who wiſhes to have his 
choice again at the end of three; and returning 
for his approbation at three ; when he might 
perhaps have been well content to truſt one for 
ſeven. 

I have a momentafy pleaſure in adding (eſpe · 
my when ſupported by your opinions) that! 

am 
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am willing to flatter myſelf, rather good than 
evil may ariſe from the change. K 

But I look upon reſtoring election and repre- 
ſentation in ſome degree (for I expect no mira- 
cles) to their original purity, to be that, with- 
out which all other efforts will be vain and ridi- 
culous. The tenant-right, or good-will of 3 
leaſe of three years, is as ſaleable as that of 3 
leaſe of ſeven. It will find its price at both the 
London and country markets. It will be bought, 
it will be ſold. The Member will be as manage: - 
able, if the Conſtituent be as venal. And they 
will not be afraid to meet at market as often as 
you pleaſe, 

The adding to the county repreſentation, if 
by no means a perfect cure, ſeems yet to me to 
be the plaineſt and beſt propoſition for this pur- 
poſe, that has yet come under my obſervation. 
| truſt, likewiſe, it may be practicable. I there. 
fore embrace it, not only from a deference to 
your opinion, but with an approbation of my 
own. Yet, not flattering you, that it appears 
to me one of thaſe matters eaſy of execution, or 
to be done with a thought ; on the contrary, it 
is more complicated (as it ſeems to me more 
effetual) than the firit mentioned alteration, 
But this is no time to talk of ſmall rubs, or dif. 
ſiculties. If ſomething be not done, you may, 
indeed, retain the outward form of your con- 
ſtitution, but not the power thereof. £ 

or 
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For it is too ſerious a truth to be concealed, 
and. indeed, it is too late ſeriouſly to attempt 
to conceal it, that if the electors, forgetting the 
ſolemn duty they owe to the millions of their 
fellow· ſubjects, whoſe rights they are in the firſt 
inſtance intruſted with: if, forgetting the ſacred 
truſt repoſed in them, of chooſing thoſe who are 
to govern . thoſe millions; if, forgetting that 
they are therefore a ſort of repreſentatives of all 
the people (who would be too numerous to vote 
themſelves) I ſay, if forgetting theſe things, and 
ſhamefully proſtituting themſelves, they are be- 
come ſo profligate as to ſell themſelves and their 
country; let them not wonder (nay, ſcarcely 
can they complain without ſhame) if thoſe 
whom they chooſe, imitating their conduct, re- 
tail daily thoſe rights which they have bought, 
whether it be at the ſeptennial, triennial, or an- 
nual fairs, and markets. We can converſe thus 
without a bluſh. « | 

Neither time permits, nor does propriety al- 
low me to enter into arguments in ſupport of a 
ſentiment of which (much I think to your ho- 
nour) you have declared your approbation.— 
But although it ſuits neither the time, nor the 
circumſtance, to argue and debate, I truſt you 
will not think I am out of the line of pro- 
priety, of duty, or of the reſpe& I owe you, in 
thus making a public declaration of my opini- 


ons and intentions in matters concerning which, 
after 


3 ] 

after the tender I have made of my ſervice, you 
have an unqueſhonable right, as you muſt havs 
2 natural wiſh, to be informed. | 
When I began this paper, L had reafon to be- 
lieve the time preſſed ; I was Coon confirmed in 
what I had heard: It was become material to 
addreſs you quickly, if at all: but although 
what I have. written has been the work of a few 
hours, do not think that tha matter has not 

again and again been the ſubject of deliberate 
tought. I ſhould not have dared to have pre- 


addreſs might receive, in its form, from the 
aſliſtance of abler perſons than myſelf, that I 
venture to ſubmit it thus publicly to you, with» 
vut the opportunity of communicating it 
thoſe whoſe principles, judgment, and line 
conduct, in the public walk, I have been ha» 
r 
eſteem. 


My bufineſs is not to write ably to you, but 
to write with fincerity. The relation that ſtands 
now between us, gives you a right, if I may fo 
ſpeak, to my unmended ſentiments; and 1 will- 
ingly ſabmit-every defect to your cenſure, rather 
than be ſuppoſed to uſe management and art, 
or to confult what is coaformable to nal ar 
party confiderations, inſtead of that which un- 


bridled truth G to my conception of it) 
- «requires 
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requires of me. What farther ſteps may be in 
contemplation towards obtaining the laudable 


_ of our wiſhes, I do not know : but it is 

t probable that what has lately ariſen will 
backen the zeal of thoſe who have already ſtepped 
forward in the buſineſs. With that idea upon 
my mind, it is impoſſible for me to conclude 
without expreſſing an earneſt wiſh, that what. 
ever is thought of may be purſued with that 
true ſpirit of firmneſs and moderation, which 
belongs to the cauſe of juſtice ; and above all, 
that by every means that can be deviſed, a good 
underitanding and union may be infured amongſt 
reſpectable men, of all ranks and deſcriptions, 
who agree in the main principles of liberty 
although there may be ſhades of difference in 
{ſmaller points, or in matters not calling for im- 
mediate diſcuſſion. Indeed, you will find it 
true wiſdom, and a very honourable policy, to 
ſtrengthen the cauſe of your country with every 
honeſt aid that can be obtained. No public 


cauſe was ever carried by divided efforts. 


Till I have the honour of meeting you in the 


| exerciſe of the great and reſpectable function of 


chooſing your repreſentatives, I beg leave to 
ſubſcribe myſelf, Gentlemen, with perfect re- 


WW and a remembrance of all vu Kindnels, 


Tour moſt obliged, . 
and faithful humble * 
G. ane 


Nrweasrrx-uros-Trux, Sept. 3, 1780. 
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Reſolutions at a Meeting if the — 
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ber 7, 1780. 
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1 - PRESEANT, X _ 
, | Rev. C. WYVILL, Chairman, 
7 Mr. Morritt : Mr. Booth 
1 Mr. J. S. Smith Mr. H. Duncombe 
: Sir Wm. St. Quintin Sir John Coghill 
Mr, Foljambe Mr. Stovin —- 
, Rev. William Maſon - + Mr. Rawſon - - 
z fe) William Milner Geng — * 
tenant Colonel Thornton Mr. W. Wi 
2 Mr. Chaloner Fe Maude = *. 
1 Mr Courtney 1 v. Henry Zouch Kg 
it Rev. John R Robinſon Mr. Saltmarſh _. _— 
Mr. Lloyd Mr. Elſley * 2 . 
0 Mr. P. Milnes Mr. Withers : 
Mr. John Milnes Mr. Edmunds 
i Mr. James Milnes The Earl of Effingham 
ic Mr. R. 8. Milnes I 
Mr, Cradocg Rer. John Dixon / 
Mr. H. Thompſon e 
E 111.2117 de nin, 
of r, Daiton , Mr. Wentw nh 5 
0 Mr. Childers r [ 
Rev. John Preſtor˖n M“. Marriott 0 e 
e- Mr. dis pier Dr. Swainſton 
b, | ; Mr. Shepherd elected this day 
Me Tooker or nw) | 


Reſolved, That Francis Shepherd, Eſq; of 
- Knareſborough, and Samuel Walker, jun. Eſq; 
of Rotherham, be added to this Committee. 
">: | Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, (the Earl of Effingham having with. 
drawn) That the thanks of this Committee be 
given to the gentlemen of the Sub-Committee, 
who,. upon receiving an account of the ſudden 
diſſolution of Parliament, requeſted the High. 
Sheriff to call a General Mooting of iis comnny. 


A copy of the letter to the. High-Sheriff from 
the Sub-Committee of Aſſociation, and alſo a 
copy of the High-Sberiff's anſwer thereto, hay. 

ing been this day read at this Meeting, as fol- 
lows, viz. 


CW OT 2 
IRECEIVED the favour of your's, 
but do not * of calling a county Meeting, 


Im, &c. &c. 
WM. BETHELL. 


Warron, Sept. 4, 185. 
To the Rev. C. Wrvrun- 


The Committee of Aſſociation . — 
in the preſent critical ſituation of public affairs, 
it is abſolutely neceſſary that the ſenſe of the 
Freeholders of this county ſhould be taken pre- 
vious to the approaching General Eleftion,— 
do reſolve,, That an advertiſement be publiſhed 
in the two York papers, ſignifying that in pur- 


ſuance of the authority entruſted to them by a 


Reſolution of the county Meeting, held on the 
a8th day of March laſt, this Committee doth 
requeſt the Gentlemen, Clergy, and — 


1 
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of the county of York, to meet at the Aſſembly- 
Room in York, on Thurſday the 14th day of 
September inſtant, at ten o'clock in the fore- 
noon, to conſider of praper perſons to de put 
in nomination to repreſent them in the enſuing 
Parliament. | 
| Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to Sir George Savile, for his conſtitu- 
tional and manly addreſs to the Gentlemen, 
Clergy, and Freeholders, of this county, dated 
Newcaſtle, the'5th of September inſt. and for 
his faithful ſervice us one of its Reprefentatives. 
Reſolved, That this Committee be adjourned 
to Wedneſday next the 13th inſt, at ten o'dock 


in the foretioon.t wy 


t The Coinimiltee, tn purſuance of this adjournment, met on 
the 13th of September, read Mr. Burke's letter in anſwer to that 
of the Chairman, conveying the Reſolution of the Meeting held 
on the 3d of Auguſt ; and reſolved, that the following Gentlemen 
be added to the Committee: 


Declined adi ohn Lumb, E 

| Declined K Haber Loeb. 7 
Robert Lumb, E 

omas Lumb, 


The Committee alſo reſolved on the 14th of September, that 


Lord de Ferrars, and Thomas Arthingtoo, Eſq; of Arthington, 
be added to the Committee. | . 
T3 Paper XXX. 


. 


| Paper X. 


Letter from Epuund Bunk, E/q; to the Rev. 


C. WvviLL.- 


- . 
. » 1+ 4 " 
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* * . 
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Sir, 


of the fourth of this month, conveying to me 
the unanimous deſire of the gentlemen of the 
Yorkſhire Committee, that I ſhould move, in 
the next Seſſion, the revival of the eſtabliſhment 
bill, which had been rejected in the laſt, 

It is a bill of much detail; I am therefore ap- 
prehenſive, that unleſs the ſupport it receives be 
very ſtrong and very ſyſtematical, it will not be 
poſlible to carry it againſt the oppoſition of that 

werful influence, which it is one of the prin. 
cipal objects of the bill to moderate. £2 

You will have the goodneſs to aſſure the 
gentlemen of the Committee, that I entertain 
the moſt grateful ſenſe of the favour I receive 
.in the communication of their wiſhes through 
your hands; and I beg you to be aſſured, that 
if a probability of ſucceſs ſhould appear, I ſhall 
be extremely happy in yielding the readieſt obe- 
dience to their commands, and in conſequence 
of them, will bring again before Parliament 2 

: . 6 matter 


I AM honoured with your letter 


_  — wc GT ”myePO WF _2 * 
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„ 
matter which, from wearineſs and deſpair, 1 
had entirely abandoned. N 
Whenever the object is conſiſtent with my 
principles, I muſt always conſider it as ore of 
the Fre moſt valuable marks of diſtinction, I cali re- 
ceive, to be choſen among the inſtruments of 
what the moſt reſpectable parts of the commu- 
nity conſider as conducive-to the public good. 


I have the honour to be, 
With great reſpect and Seem, 
Sir, 


Tour moſt obedient, 
| And humble ſervant, © | 
EDMUND BURKE. 


Caantes-STREBT, 8. J. 8. 
Auguſt 14, 2780. 


To the Rev. C. Wrynz. . 
8 


[ 21:4 14 ' 5 ' 
£7 Of the Letter, to which Mr, Burke returned this anſwer, 
vo copy was preſerved. : 
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Reſolutions at a Meeting of the Committee of 
"  Aﬀocation of the County of York, held on th, 
' 88th eee _ 


PRESENT, 
WYVILL, 
Mr. Chaloner . 
8 F. Smith 
r. P. Milnes 
Sir Geo. Strickland 
= . 1 Mr. Hild yard 
Mr. Morritt | Mr. Maude 
Rev. Jobn Michell Mr, Sykes 
Mr. Walker Mr. Croft, jun. 
Rev. John Dixon Rev. William 
Mr. Saltmarſh Mr. H. Duncombe 
Rev. Fred. Dodfworth : Dr. Swainſton 
Mr. Richard Milnes, Flockton Mr. Baynes, Jun. 
Mr. Walker, Jun. Mr. John Milnes 
Mr. Cradock Mr. Strickland 
Rev. L. Yarker Mr. Baynes 
Mr, Arthington Mr. L. S. Laſcelles 


Mr. Micklethwaite , | 


| Reſolved, That this Committee will proceed 
to a nomination of Deputies, on the zd day of 
January next, to attend in London, to commu- 
nicate with the Delegates of other petitioning 
or aſſociated bodies, on the means of carrying 
into effect the objects of their Petitions or Aſſo- 
ciations. 
Reſolved, That this Committee be adjourned 
to the 3d of January next, at ten in the forenoon. 
C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


2. 2. 
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Reſolutions at a Meeting of the Surrey Comnit- 
tee, on the 11th of November, 1780. 


” - 
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, 


PRESENT, © 
Sir FRANCIS VINCENT, Chairman. = 
Hon. Auguſtus T. Wood Y 
. f 


Sir Joſeph Miwber F 1 
B. Bond Hopkins 8. Manning 
Willi mH J. Nicholls 
E Sanders 5 Holli — 
W. Rowills R. Holli 
P. To H. 8. Gi 
. Motla F D. Gar 
} Vibe : 
G Alien | , | 
N Scott f R. il 
= A | 
F Avjurant-Grxitai's Orvics; Juney, 1780. | 
f „„ ona o. 
1 IN obedience to an order of the King's Coun- | 


g al,—< The military to act without waiting for 
g directions from the civil magiſtrates, and to uſe 
9 force for diſperſing the illegal and tumultuous 
| aſemblies of the people. 


d WILLIAM AMHERST, ' 
n. Adjutant-General.“ 
Reſolved, 
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Reſolved unanimouſly, That the interference 
of the military, for the ſuppreſſion of the riots, not 
under the direction of the civil magiſtrate, but 


at the diſcretion of their commanding officer, is 


a dangerous deviation from the uſual and con- 
ſtitutional practice during the reigns of the two 
firſt Princes of the Houſe, of Hahover, which the 
moſt urgent and evident neceſſity alone can 
render excuſable. 


Reſolved, That however the order, for the 


interference of the military at their diſcretion, 
for the ſuppreſſion of the late riots in the me- 
tropolis, may have been unavoidable from the 
prefling circumſtances of the caſe, viz. From 
the greatneſs of the danger, the intimidation of 
the magiſtracy from the due execution. of their 
office, in maintaining or reſtoring the public 
peace; yet, without the face of diforder exiſt- 
ing, the extenſion of ſimilar orders to the army 
throughout all England, and which had not 
been taken off during the General Election, is 
an uſurpation of power; which, while it inſults 
the conſtitution, excites the moſt alarming fears 
in the breaſts of all its friends. 

Reſolved, That it be recommended to the 
Repreſentatives of this county, to inquire in 
Parliament, by whoſe advice the faid order was 
iſſued; for what time, and by whoſe advice, it 
was continued; and to take fuch ſteps as ſhall 
to them ſeem beſt ſuited to prevent ſuch uncon- 

ſtitutional 
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ſtitutional and dangerous orders from being iſ⸗ | 
ſued in future, | 

Reſolved, That as all public burthens muſt 
either mediately or immediately affect the pro- 
perty of the people, and as it hath ever been 
their undoubted privilege to grant, or to with- 
hold ſupplies, ſo it is their legal and conſtitu- 
tional right to aſſemble peaceably, for the pur- 
poſe of inſtructing their Repreſentatives, con- 
lidering the exigencies of the times and petition- 
ing for a redreſs of grievances. 

Reſolved, That this right, which has been 
always exerciſed by every. part of the Engliſh 
people, is now more neceſſary than ever, when 
the continually increaſing expences of a ruinous 
and diſaſtrous war threaten the very annihila- 
tion of private property; and when the Repre- 
ſentatives of the people, inſtead of being choſen 
to expreſs the people's ſenſe on every great po- 
litical queſtion, claim a ſeven years independence 
of their electors. 

Reſolved, That therefore this Committee, 
with a genuine and merited contempt of thoſe 
malignant calumnies which tend to confound 
the legal and peaceable aſſemblies of the Engliſh 
people, with the outrages of a frantic populace, 
will purſue the ends of their original inſtitution, 
and that redreſs of grievances which was refuſed 
them by a corrupt maj ority in the laſt Parliament. 

Reſolved, That the voice of the Commons of 
England is no len * for every legiſlative 


purpoſe, 


> 


e 
purpoſe, chan that of either the Sovereign or 
the Lords; and that therefore the people claim 
it as their juſt and inherent privilege, to correct 
the abuſes of repreſentation, whenever fuch abuſes 
ſhall have ſo increaſed as to rob them of their 
conſtitutional ſhare in their own government. 

Reſolved, That it ill becomes men, who are 
engaged in the affertion of their own rights, to 
invade the liberties of others, therefore this 
Cotnmittee doth proteſt, in the moſt explicit 
manner, againſt the proſecution of the American 
war, which has been productive of the greateſt 
evils, and threatens deſtruction to this kingdom 
dy its continuance *% | 

That Sir F. Vincent, Bart. J. Smith Budgen, 
J. Trecothick, John Nicholls, and Thomas Day, 
Eſqrs. be appointed Deputies from this Com- 
mittee, to meet and to confer with Deputies 
from other counties, either in the city of Lon- 
don or in the city of Weſtminiſter, and to report 
to this Committe. 8 

That this Committee do adjourn, ſine die, 
fubject to the call of the Chairman, upon appli- 
cation of any three Members of the Committee. 

F. VINCENT, Chairman. 
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and that copies thereof and of the inſtructions to 
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Mx. Maude | Mr. Sykes 

— Carney | Ro —. Lawſon 

ore 0 

Rev. William Cayley Mr. Rattle] elected this day 

Mr. R. Wilſon Sir William Milner 

Rev. John Bourne - Mr. H. Thompſon 

Mr. Wentworth . Mr. Garforth _, 

Mr. Withers Mr. Hill - 

Reſolved, That the following Gs be 

added to this Committee : 


John Yorke, Bf a; of Richmond / | 
Thomas Fenwick, Eſq; of Burrow, Wengrriand 
The Rev. Charles Dalton of Hawkeſwell 


A — Willis, Eſq; 
The Rev. ., POE Jet — 
Wihiam Battle, Eſq; of Welton 


Reſolved, That three Deputies be appointed 


to attend in London, to communicate with the 


Delegates of other petitioning or aſſociated Bo- 
dies, on the meang of carrying into effect the 
objects of their Petitions or Aſſociations. 

Reſolved, That the Rev. Chrittopher Wyvill, 
Samuel Shore, Eſq; and Sir James Norcliffe, 
Bart. be hominated and appointed Deputies for 
the ſeveral purpoſes before-mentioned. - 

Reſolved, That a copy of the following In- 
ſtrument of nomination, with inſtructions to the 
above - named Deputies, be tranſmitted by the 
Clerk to each Deputy.* 

Reſolved, [That the following Addreſs ks 
ed and publiſhed as the act of this Committee; 


the 


* * VE — 
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the Deputies, be tranſmitted to the Chairmen 
of the ſeveral, petitioning and aſſociated Bodies 
in this kingdom. 


Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 


be given to the Rev. C. Wyvill for drawing up 
the foregoing Addreſs. 

- Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to David Hartley, Eſq; for his unwea- 
ried and diſintereſted ſervices in the public cauſe; 
and alſo their particular acknowledgments for 
his addreſs to this Committee, dated this day. 

Reſolved, That this Committee be adjourned 
till to-morrow morning at ten o'clock. 

C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


—— 


* 


* For this Addreſs, ſee paper III. page 30g. 
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Paper II. 
| Inſtrument appointing Deputics, with inftru&iong 


from the Committee of Aſſociation for the County 


F York, to mett and deliberate with Deputies 
from other Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, &r. 
and, in concurrence with them, to tahe the moſt 
efeftual meaſures, ron/eftent with Law and the 
Conſtitution, to promote the objects of that Aſſo 

_ Ciatiom, Dated at York, January 3, 1781. 


Committee of Aſſociation having been 
impowered by a General Meeting of the 
county of York, held on the 28th of March, 
1780, to take ſuch legal and conſtitutional mea- 
ſures as to them ſhall appear moſt expedient for 
moting the objects of the Aﬀociation adopted 
= that Aﬀembly, doth nominate and appoint 
you the Rev. Chriſtopher W Samuel Shore, 
{q; and Sir James Nor Bart. to be their 
Deputies, with full power, on the 2oth day of 
February next, or as ſoon after as conveniently 
may be, fo meet in London or Weſtminſter, 
and to confer with ſuch petſons as may attend 
the propoſed Meeting of Deputies, who ſhall 


have received authority for that purpoſe from 
any 


| en i. — | t 
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any County, City, or Borough, within this 
kingdom, or from any Committee e 
by the ame. 

And, this Committee doth hereby 1 
and direct you the ſaid Chriſtopher Wyvill, 


Samuel * and Sir James Norcliffe, to att 


on the. part and behalf of this Committee, in 
ſuch matters, and in ſuch manner as in this 
Inſtrument are ſpecified or allowed, and in no 
other matter or manner. 

You ſhall concur with the Deputies from 
other counties, cities, and boroughs, &c. or the 
majority. of them, in any proper application to 
Parliament, during the continuance of your de- 


puted authority, for correcting the groſs abuſes _ 


in the expenditure of public money, and for 
reducing the increaſed and increaſing influence 
of the Crown, which ought to be diminiſhed, 
provided the redreſs of grievances, propoſed as 
the object of ſuch application, ſhall be equivalent 
to the oeconomical reform requeſted by the 
petition of this county to the laſt Parliament. 
And when this important meaſure for correct 
ing public profuſion, and reducing the undue 
influence: of the Crown, ſhall have been taken 
into conſideration, and in ſome competent de- 
gree advanced, you hall alſo move the Deputies 
aforeſaid to conſider the extreme inequality in 
the Parliamentary repreſentation of this king- 

dom, and to endeayour, in the preſent Seſſion, 


* bill, by petition, or by any other adviſable 
U mode 
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mode of applying to Parliament, to obtain a 
more adequate repreſentation of the people, by 
the introduction of at leaſt one hundred 
tional county Members; without which 
counterpoize to the numerous Repreſentatives 
of venal, hereditary, or otherwiſe unduly influ. 
enced boroughs, no laſting or effectual check 
ean be given to the baneful progreſs of corrup- 


tion, now manifeſtly tending to the ruin of our 


happy Conſtitutiqn. 

And this Committee conlilettiig accc ding to 
the principles of the Aſſociation, that naterial 
advantage would more clearly reſult to the Con. 
ſtitution, if the duration of Parliament were 
Hoxrtened, when a more frugal management of 
the public purſe, a reduction of the undue in- 
fluence of the Crown, and a more equal repre. 
ſentation of the people have taken place; and 
not expecting that abuſes, profitable to indivi- 
duals, however injurious to the community, can 
be corrected without many difficulties and much 
laborious exertion; wil not poſitively direct you 
the ſaid Deputies to move the concurrence of 
the other Deputies, in a farther application to 
ſhorten the duration of Parliament to a term 
not exceeding three years; but fully confiding 
in your judgment and fidelity to the public 
cauſe, commits to your diſcretion to determine 
according to the actual circumſtances which 
may ariſe in the cyurſe of your conference, 
whether ſuch motion may be prudent and ad- 
88 | viſable, 
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to 


c viſable, ot premature and inconvenicht u pre- 
ſent, and tit to be pdſtpaned to a future gaſſion 
of Parliament; and to act therein accordingly. 


' ez 1 


And this Committee, annious 0 guard againſt 


every attempt to miſrepreſent thei vic 
public reformation, hy peaceſul and legal — 
and withing to. obviate amputaticns * 


the intended general deputation, by which 


juſt and neceſſary purpoſe of that Aſſembly: — 
be defamed and finally defeated, doth hereby - 
moſt ſtrictly require you the ſald Deputies, _ 
confine your propoſitions in the General M 


ing of Deputies, to the reform ſpecified in 


Inſtrument, or to regulations by plain and ne- 
rr 


_—_ this — doth moſt expreſaly re- 


quire you the ſaid Deputies to promote the ſe- 
veral objects of public reformation, ſignified in - 
this Inſtrument, to the beſt of your judgment, 
and to the utmoſt of your power, by orderly 
means alone, by, dutiful application to Parlia- 
ment, or by ſuch other prudential meaſures as 
may be perfectly conſiſtent with Law and the 
Conſtitution. 


And if any farther regulations for reſtoring 


the Conſtitution ſhall be ſuggeſted by the De- 


puties of any other county or city, &c. this 
Committee not being empowered itſelf, and 
therefore unable to empower their Deputies to 
accede to any reſolution concerning ſuch new 


Us propoſal, 
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doth hereby authoriſe and require two 

a you the Gld:Deputins, in ſuch caſe, 

to call an extraordinary Meeting of this Com. 

- mittee, giving a ſufficient notice thereof in the 


public papers, and to report ſuch new propo. 
Aition to the Committee, in order that the pro- 


priety of calling a County Meeting to conſult 
© the general body of Frecholders on the ſubje& 
may be duly conſidere. 
Laſtly, This Committee doth reſolve, That 
the authority hereby given to you the ſaid De. 
puties ſhall ceaſe and determine on the firſt of 
May, 1781 ; and doth require, that at the next 
Meeting of the Committee, after the expiration 
of this authority, a report of the proceedings of 
the General Meeting of Deputies be laid by you 
- velpre the Committee. — 
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FTER EY ba e rellection on the 
- multiplied grievances of our country, on 
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the neceflity of ſome ſubſtantial redreſß, and che 


moſt prudent mode of attempting to obtain it, 
the Committee of Yorkſhire have appointed the 
Rev. Chriſtopher Wyvill, Samuel Shore; Eſq! 


and Sir James 'Norcliffe,” Bart. their Deputies, 
with full power to meet and deliberate with 


Deputies from other counties, cities, and bo- 
roughs, and in concurrence with them to take 
the moſt effectual meaſures, conſiſtent with Law 
and the Conſtitution, to promote that political 
reform which the a of Fenin 
to ſupport. 

The Committee are perfecuy ſatisfied that 
ſuch deputation is ſtrictly legal, and conſonant 
with eyery principle of the Conſtitution. © The 
right to petition Parliament for a redreſs of 
grievances, is a fundamental right of the Britiſh 
nm ; and the exerciſe of that right, in any 

U 3 mode 
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mode which is prohibited by no poſitive ſtatute, 
cannot be unlaʒvful, Let art] be acknowledged 
then, that this deputation is an uncommon ap- 
potptment ; uncommon diſtreſs has called it 
foxth; and when new dangers ariſe to public 
liberty, new modes. of: defen ce, adapted to r 
the attack, are not only j juſti Gad Ie, but Ach 
neceſſary for its preſervation. The truth of this 
obſervation will hardly be conteſted by thoſe, 
who, underſtamdimg che nature and value of 
civil liberty, have the ſpirit to ſupport it, by a 
ſtrenuous exertion of their legal powers, 'N 
it; may be expected that much-niiſteprafentat 
and artful ſuggeſtion will be etiployed by the 
ohſtructors of reformation, to, calumniate the. 
Committee, and by exciting groundleſs appre · 
henſions of innovation, and / laaardous oppo : 
tion to Government, to alienate the great body. 
of independent Electors from the public cauſe. 
It is not anly thought expedient, therefore, to 
ſubmit to general inſpection the inſtructions: of 
the Committee to their Deputies; but alſo to 
Rate, in a full and explicit manner, their views 


of public refor mation, and the motives of their 


political conduct for promoting that important; 
work. Whether their interpoſition for that 
purpoſe be proper or ſeaſonable ; whether the 
means of redreſs they have arenas be, praQti- 
cable and prudent; Whether the end itſelf be 
juſt and neceſſary; theſe are queſtions in which 


they feel themſelves to deeply concerned, to 


} pronounce 
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their . with ſuch men they 1 1 
wiſh to co-operate; and from hate ah Pr, 
and concurrence they derive their do it 
the progreſs. of corruption may yet be (Nr 
by pacific means, and the Parkament of this 
country rhay be reſtored in — degres to the 
purity of its 3 inſtituti 

During the ere of = Poe Princes of the 
Houſe of Stuart, frequent attempts were made, 
by thoſe weak ol ambitious Monarchs, to oyer- 
turn the Conſtitution, . to aboliſh Patliamen ts, 


and toalume by force an unlimited and baſe 
authority. Sugceeding Princes, warned by the 
repeated miſcarriages ang, final ruin A F that fa. 
mily, at the Revolution, ſeem to ha fe oe 
a milder but not leſs dangerous . N 
From that period, inſtead of violent 8 9 8 
and declared hoſtility to Parliaments, it has been 
the prevailing policy of Government to. employ. 
the arts of ſeduction, and by cxeating a corrupt 
dependence in ;thoſe, Aſſemblies, virtually to, 
emancipate the Crown from all controul. For. 
almoſt, a century, Corruption, with. few excep- 
tions, and ſhort, very ſhort interruptions, as 
been the avowed principle of gur Fer 
ment. The tendency of this fatal. ſyſtem has 
long been ſeen and deplored by the wiſe and 
„ VvVuirtuous 
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virtuous part of the community. But while 
the reſtoration of the Stuart line was an event 
within any degree of probability, the return of 
undifguiſed deſpotiſm was the immediate danger, 
againſt which the growing influence of the Crown 
was unwarily cheriſhed as the only adequate de- 
fence. In later times, in the full'flow of national 
pride and proſperity, to ſtem the torrent of 


corruption, bad been a vain and de eee, 


attempt. 

But now, by the unſpeakable infatuation of 
our councils, the ſcene of national glory is chang- 
ed; with much of our foreign trade out naval 
ſuperiority i is loſt ; our American provinces are 
diſmembered from the Empire; and our ancient 
foes, aided by our once friendly ally, and en- 
couraged by almoſt every other European power, 
are proudly inſulting over this wretched coun- 
try. At home, agriculture and manufactures 
decline, as the load of taxes and our public 
debts increaſe; the national ſubſtance is waſting 


- faſt away by the profuſion . of expence in this 


raſh and unfortunate war; and the influence of 
the Crown fed by that very prodigality, and in- 


creaſed in full proportion to it, is now ſwoln to 


2 moſt alarming magnitude. Thefyſtemof cor- 
ruption has reached to its maturity; and the 
criſis of our country is at length arrived. The 
amputation of that poiſonaus tumour, the ex- 
creſcence of our vitiated Conllitution, muſt, 

therefore, 
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therefore, be reſolved on, or political diſſolution 
muſt fodn be the unavoidable conſequence. 

With an alternative like'this beſos them] thi 
choice of freemen is ſoon" determined. The 
Committee, therefore, took an early and an 
active part in fupport of that Petition to the 
Houſe of Commons; which was agreed to at 2 
General Meeting of the county of Fork, on the 
zoth of December, 1779, and which was ſoon 
after preſented to that Houſe. With great a- 
tisfaction they obſerved the Hngular n d 
of ſo many counties and corporate towns, hoO 
Fonoured this comty with their concurrence in 
that meaſure, ſupporting their propoſition for 
an oeconomical reform; and adopting, not un- 
frequently, the language of their petition, The 
ſatisfaction of the Committee aroſe not from a 
fond parental partiality for their own: produc- 
tion, but from the juſt hope that concurrence 
ſeemed to afford, that ſo temperate a reform, 
requeſted by the genera} voice of the people, 
would not de ſblicited in vain from the Repre- 
ſentative Aſſembly. But in theſe expectations, 
however apparently reafonable, they have been 
miſerably diſappointed. The inadequate relief 
in the mode of collecting the public revenues, 
with ſome official regulations, which poſſibly 
may be obtained hereafter, by the dilatory opera- 
tion of à commiſſion of accounts, is not that 
reform which the people aſked, ind had a right 
to whe, ae The memorable but ineffectual vote, 
that 


1:9 3 
that the inſinence of the. Crown ougbt to be. di. 


miniſhed, only ſerved to cover that venal Aſlem. | 


bly with eternal ſhame. For not one ſpecific 
propoſition for diminiſhing the enormous influ. 
ence; of the Crown has been granted; not one 
exorbitant emolument of office, has been reduced; 
not one. finecure place has been abgliſhed; nor a 


ſingle penſion unmerited by public i ſervice 


off the liſt. Eyen the motion of the excellent 


Repreſentative of Yorkthire, for the production 
of that liſt, was negatived by a corrupt majority. 
* Committee may be ſhocked, but they are 
not diſcouraged, by thoſe evident proofs of the 
proicitution of that Aſſembly, . On the contrary, 
they are more fully convinced that the, abuſes 
of Parliament itſelf are become the principal « 
ject of public, reformation... Among theſe. 
inequality in the repreſentation, of. the pegp 
x no Wee out as the fundamengal 


The balance bf our Condfonles, had been 


' wiſely placed by qur forefathers in the bands of 


the counties and principal cities and towns; but 
by the COIs and _— of our * — from 
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veſted in the inferior boroughs. Erom that latter 
period, the miſchiefs of this irregular. exerciſe of 
Royal authority have been. farther, increaſed by 


the ſilent operation of time, Many unrepre: 
ſented 
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ſented tons have riſen into population, wealth, 
and conſequence, in the kingdom; many bo- 
roughs have ſunk into indigence, or have even 
totally diſappeared, without a trace of their eu. 
itence left behind them, except the privilege of 
nominal repreſentation. In theſe decayed; bo- 
roughs, the Crown and a few great families no- 
toriouſly nominate Repteſentatives, who form a, 
dear majority of the Houſe ot Commons. In that 
majority a liberal Mi niſter will ever find a ready 
ſupport, however ruinous the meaſuxes of his Ad- 
miniſtration may be to the liberty and the general 
intereſt of lis country. The Members who re. 
preſent the great maſſes of landed and commer- 
cial property, ſhall lead in vain for their con · 
ſituents. In the ſeale of Parliamentary compu - 
tation, an inconſiderable village will balance. 3. 
county; and a ſhort iſt of hamlets, here hardly 
a veſtige of population is to be faugt, will decide. 
zpainſt the general ſenſe and wiſhes of the pub - 
lic. - A Parliament elected in any reaſonable 
proportion, would duly repreſent the ſenſe, and 
act for the intereſt of the whole eammunity ; 
but from a Senate thus unequally arranged, no 
penal laws, no external regulations can exclude 
corruption; becauſe in ſituations of no controul, 
partial advantage will {till outweigh the public 
good. In Rayal innovation this groſs abuſe in 
the repreſentation of the people chiefly origi - 
nates. From Parliamentary authority a proper 
counterpoize, to theſe dependent boroughas, * | 
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he reſtored to the counties and principal cities, 
Kc. before that Aſſembly can become once more 
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weal. * S Ioan 


The foptennial duration of Perlimente/is 150 


ther manifeſt abuſe which calls aloud for reforma- 
tion. The ſtatute enacting that regulation was not 


only a contradiction to the genius of our Conſti. 


tution, it was a direct infringement of the trien. 
nial law, under whoſe authority that Houſe of 
Commons then ſat, and had been elected. It was 
an irregular aſſumption! of power, which the 


alledged neceſſity of the times could hardly ex-. 


cuſe; it was profeſſed to be a temporary expe- 
dient, to guard againſt the cabals of the baniſhed 
family; and it was reluctantly ſubmitted: to on 
that ſingle account. But ſince the pretenſions 
of that family to the Throne have been univer- 
ſally exploded, the repeal of the ſeptennial act is 
a matter of juſtice, which ſtate policy no longer 

forbids, and which the people have the cleareſt 
right to demand. Short Parliaments are their 
ancient and indubitable right; they are alſo ne- 


ceflary for re-eſtabliſhing that dependence of the 


Repreſentative Aſſembly on the Conſtituent Body, 
which it is the peculiar aim and advantage of our 
happy Conſtitution to maintain. A: more equal 
repreſentation would reſtore the balance of our 
Government to the bulk of the Electors; a ſhorter 
duration of Parliaments, by returning Members 


more frequently, to be approved or rejected by 
their 


4 
* 
1 
f 
8 
9 
IA 
5 
d 
n 
18 
. 
is 
er 
ſt 
ir 
e- 
he 
Yo 
ur 
al 
ur 
ter 
ors 
by 
eir 


— 


L 313 J 


their Conſtituents, as their Patlihmentary con - 
duct might deſerve, would ever ſecure the fide- 
lity and vigilance of the Repreſentative Aſſem- 
bly, By a (temperate reform of Parliament on 
theſe principles, the ſyſtem of corruption might 
be effectually excluded, and the enjoyment of 
our liberties night be W the lateſt 


poſterity. 


Impreſſed with cheſe . the Commit- 
tee of Yorkſhire are not diſpoſed to relax in their 
pacific efforts to reſtore the Conſtitution, becauſe 
the laſt Houſe of Commons thought fit to reject 
the moſt material parts of the oeconomical peti- 
tion. The neceflity for c proper mea - 
ſures to ſupport that petition, and alſo to obtain 
a reform in the principal Parliamentary abuſes, 
only appears. more evidently demonſtrable. For 
if the great Conſtituent Body requeſted that 
Houſe in . vain to correct groſs and undeniable 
abuſes ;. if the alarm at the rapid increaſe of the 
— of the Crown, was at once admitted 
to be juſt and well founded, and yet every mea - 
ſure for the diminution of it was rejected with 
contempt, that Houſe juſtly forfeited the public 
confidence. In that Houſe it is plain our domeſtic 
complaints have their foundation, and without 
a reformation of fundamental abuſes there, the 


interpoſition of the people will be worſe than 


nugatory. Declarations of the public ſenſe, in 
a regular way, are the ultimate check of the 
Conſtitution on a corrupt Parliament, or a. ty- 

| | rannical 


under the preſſure of their burdens, had never 
ſolicited redreſs, than if, after the unjuſt rejection 
of their requeſt, they ſhould ta — 
their * and fink at into abj 

eſcence. The people —— to — on 
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- rannical atmitiifitation/ But it hadl beth better 


and wiſer far if the people, patiently crouthing 


trivial or light occaſions, but when great and 


enormous abuſes call forth their exertions, they 
ought not to interpoſe in van. 

It is neceſſary then, that the collective ſeriſe of 
the public ſhould be ſupported by the moſt eff. 

' - Cacious meaſures which can be deviſed, conſiſt. 

ent with a ſtrict obedience to the regulations of 
the law. For the ſyſtem of corruption is an 
eſtabliſhment of wide extent; and the retainers 
of that eſtabliſhment form a numerous and well. 

compacted band, determined to maintain every 
profitable abuſe with united ſtrength. In opp6- 
ſition to that mercenary phalanx, the efforts of 
a few ſolitary individuals, or even a few uncon. 

nected cities and counties, would be too unequual 
to ſucceed. From the joint endeavours of the 


public a political deliverance! can only be ex- 


pected. For this purpoſe general aſſemblies of 
the people, frequently — ſeem to be too 


oſe a mode; to give due efficacy to the po- 
pular interpoſition, à more compendious me- 


thod of proceeding ſeems to be àdviſable; by 


which the friends of reformation may be ena- 
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wich the full weight and authority of the whole 
collective Whether - Aﬀockations in the 
ſeveral diſtricts of the kingdom, acting by their 
reſpective Committees, and by general Deputa- 
tion from the Aſſociated Bodies, be the moſt 

ous mode of collecting and fu 
the ſenſe of the public, the Committee of Vork - 
ſhire are conſcious, it is not their part to decide, 
but it is a feaſible mode; it is àa mode conform - 
able to law; and by this mode they truſt, the 
united efforts of independent men throughout 
the kin "will — crowned with final and 
* e weck. 


5 


* The meaſures hich che Cation with to 
recommend, as the 3 F this Ct, De- | 
putation, are. 


1. The 8 of a Petition to a nie 
Parliament, equivalent in its prayer to the Petl- 
tion of the county of York.” 

2. The application to Parliament in ch inddes, 
and at ſuch times as may be approved by the ma- 
jority of Deputies, for obtaining at leaſt one hun- 
dred additional county Members, and for ſhort- 
ening the duration of rammen. yt a 1 not 
exceeding three years. 

If the Committee nad eonfitied their Deputies 
to ſupport the oeconomical Petition, without at- 
tempting to obtain any correction of Parlia- 
mentary abuſes, it is plain their ſcheme of re- 

formation 
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formation would have been a defective ſcheme, 
and in the preſent circumſtances would not have 


deierved the national ſupport. On the other 
band, if they had extended their plan of reform. 
ation to the utmoſt ſtretch which theory can 
warrant, they might have propoſed an eflicaci- 
ous reform indeed, but it would not have been 


attainable. To the zealous advocates for annual 


Parliaments, and the perfect equality of repre- 
ſentation, they are moſt ready to concede, that 


thoſe propoſitions, may be ſupported by the an- 


nuine theory of civil liberty. But when, 

country is in manifeſt danger of ſinking under 
that deſpotic authority, which now tramples on 
almoſt every other European ſtate, it behoves 
the friends of the Conſtitution not to hazard 
the total loſs of Liberty, by aiming at theoret!- 


cal, but unattainable perfection. In given cir- 
cumſtances, that is the moſt eligi 


ble plan of im- 
provements, which is the beſt that can be at- 


tained, With the metropolis and many coun- 
ties, theſe conſiderations ſeem to have had their 
full weight, and by their generous aſſiſtance, 


with the concurrence of thoſe reſpectahle coun- 


ties, &c. which have already ſupported. the oeco- 


nomical Petition, there is every reaſon to expect 
that conſtitutional improvements may be ob- 
tained, which approach as nearly to a perfect 
ſyſtem of reform, as the temper and en cir· 


— 


— 4 Wech- b received with high: bh 
and gratitude. But in the preſent ſituation of 
diſtreſs, the Committee are clearly convinced, 
chat procraſtination and ĩndeciſion would not 
de conſiſtent with true political prudence. For 
when can the eorrection of abuſes be propoſed 
with ſuch propriety, or ſo much probability of 
ſucceſs, as when their miſchievous conſequences 
are moſt ſeverely felt? What can induce a cor! 
rupt Parliament to aboliſh corruption Not the 
weight of reaſon; not the force of ſhame, but 
the authority 6f the public alone. But the fame 
general concurrence of the people, which can 
reform the corrupt expenditure of public mo. 
ney, with equal eaſe can correct thoſe Parlia- 
mentary defects, whetice that corruption origi- 
nates. - There lies the root of our dameſtic evils; 
and it is the duty of the Committee to point it 
out, and to admonith their fellow Gtizens, that 
nothing ſhort of a Parliamentary reformation 
deſerves their interpoſition Vince d defection 
of Pulteney from the public cauſe, the profeſſions 


of political men have been held in der dit | 


truſt ; diſintereſted men have looked with un- 
concern on the ſtruggles of contending parties, 
and, it muſt be owned, contending parties have 
too o generally deſerved it. The individuals who 
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ſtipulated reform of Parliamentary abuſes. The 
ſuch men to make the virtuous attempt. Unin- 
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form the ſplendid exception are few, and they 


have not been able much to diminiſſi the popu- 

lar diſtruſt, Hence the long and unavailing 
ſtruggle of public men, unſupported by national 
confidence; hence the reluctance of unambitious 
men, to embark on any other bottom than that 


diſtreſs of their country has, at laſt, induced 


fluenced by perſonal regard, or partial conſidera. 
tions; animated with an honeſt zeal for the wel- 
fare of the community, they have quitted their 
private, but independent ſtations, to proſecute a 
full redreſs of the national grievances ; but if a 
diſpoſition ſhould appear to confine their gener- 
ous undertaking to the regulation of a few of- 
cial abuſes, of ſecondary importance in the ſcale 
of public affairs, it is impoſſible to preſerve the 
ſupport of ſuch men on thoſe conditions, nor on 
thoſe conditions would this Committee wiſh to 
preſerve i it. The general good, therefore, ſeems 
to require, that the correQion of thoſe abuſes in 
Parliament, which are the foundation of our do- 
meſtic calamities, be now prapoſed to the public, 
as the proper and eee Of SAGE nated 
endeavours, 

Having thus freely ſtated to their countrymen 
their views of reformation, and the motives of 
their public conduct, the Committee truſt that 
the other counties, cities, and borqughs, who 

| in 
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in part, will co-operate with the intended general 
deputation, by appointing Deputies, with power 
to ſupport, in that Aflembly, ſuch of theſe pro- 


poſitions of reform as they may reſpectively ap- 
prove. By a long train of fatal miſconduct, the 
wealth, the grandeur, -the ſuper-eminent power 

of this Empire are, perhaps, irrecoverably loſt, 

But in the general wreck, which threatens the 
fortunes of the public, their vigorous and timely 

interpoſition may yet preſerve. the LIBERTY 

and the CONSTITUTION of BRITAIN. 


Paper IV. 
Reſolutions. af @ Meeting of. the Committee of 


Aſſociation of the County of York, on the 4th. 
day of January, 1781. 3h | 


— —— — 
PRESENT, 
Rer. C.WYVILL, Chairman. 
vir James Norcliffe Mr. Dring 
Sr George Strickland The Dean of York 
Mr. Henry Duncombe Mr. R. Wilſon 
Mr. Hild yard Mr. Walker, jun. 
Rev. William Maſon Mr. John 
Dr. Swainſton Mr. Elfley | 
Generil Hale Mr. St. A, Ward 
Mr, Walker Mr. Courtney 
Rev. John Bourne The Earl of Effingham 
Mr. Sykes Lieutenant Col. Thornton 


Xs Rev. 
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Rer, Fred. Dodſworth Sir John Legard 745 
ä Strickland Mr. Dixon 8 
ws Rev. John Robinſon 
Mr. Croft, jun. Nr. 8 
Mr. Battle Mr. Oſbaldeſton 
*. Croft Rev. James Wilkinſon” 


Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to the armed Aſſociation of this city, 
for their reſolute and well timed exertions in 
ſupport of the laws of their country, and the 

peace and ſafety of the city, during the wanton 
and ———— riots which immediately fol. 
lowed the laſt election for the county. 

| Reſolved, That David Hartley, Eſq; be re. 
queſted to permit this Committee to publiſh his 
excellent addreſs to them, dated Jan. 3, 1781. 


. Reſolved, That if Mr. Hartley ſhall give his 


permiſſion to this Committee to publiſh his ad- 
dreſs, copies thereof be immediately tran{mitted, 
with their recommendation, to the other Peti. 
tioning and Aſſociated Bodies throughout the 
kingdom. 

Reſolved, That this Committee be adjourned 


till Wedneſday, the 9th 7770 * May next, at ten 


in the forenoon. 


Paper V. 
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Pater V. | 
Letter from of Tozxzs, Eſa; to My. Wüllen 
GRrar, jun. Clerk of the Committee n 
tion of the N of York. | 


ib 


eee Dee 3, 11 


Sir, 

BY od ' YOUR circular letter of the 
23d inſtant, by being directed to Kirkleatham, I 
received on Thurlday, and therefore could not 
ſooner anſwer it, as the poſt goes from hence 
three times a-week. . ; 
I beg you will affure the gentlemen of the 
Aſſociation, that I lament much the not being 

able, from ill health, to aſſiſt at their Meeting 
on the 3d of Januaty, for no individual in this 
country, I will be bold to ſay, has more at heart 


the reſtoration of the rights of Repreſentation 


than myſelf, from a clear and deciſive conviction 
that this country has been ſyſtematically enſlaved 
by thoſe powers who, in every ſenſe of the word, 
ought to have been its guardians. | 

Calamities that ſeem approaching, with haſty 
ſtrides, may providentially open the eyes of the 
deluded; but the abandoned part of the Aſſo- 
ciators in Government, who make fortunes * 

X 3 
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of the plunder of the public, are ſo fortified by 
the means which ſo extenſive and expenſive a 
war throws into the hands of the executive 


power, as to render it neceflary not only to be 
peculiarly circumſpect with reſpect to them, but 


cautious, to a degree, that we ſow no diſſentions 


among ourſelves by aiming at firſt at too many 
and too great objects. 

By delivering. this letter to the Chairman, 
you will very much oblige, 
| Sir, 
Your very obedient ſervant, 

C. TURNER. 


* 


Paper VI. 
Letter from the Earl of Bucuan, to Mr. Wu⸗ 


LIAM GRAY, jun. 


EpiBvurcn, April 20, 2787. 


ON my return from London, on 
the 26th of March, I found upon my table here, 
a parcel encloſing the general Addreſs of the 
Aſſociation of the county of York to the Electors 
of Great- Britain, and the Addreſs of David Hart- 


Sir, 
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ley, Eſq; to the Committee on the ſtate of Public 
affairs, the peruſal of which papers is recom- 
mended to tie by Sir James Norcliffe, at the 
deſire of the nme * e in the 
county of Tork. 

In whatever partivelers I may differ from the 
ſentiments and plans contained in theſe papers, 
think it my duty reſpectfully to acknowledge 
the receipt of them, and through your means to 
acquaint the gentlemen of the Committee, that 
I have carefully and impartially peruſed them. 

It is now eighteen years ſince I have arrived at 
that age when the laws of this country entitle a 
man to take an active part in its political inter- 
eſts, and to judge for himſelf with reſpect to poli- 
tical affairs. A great part of thoſe important years 
have been by me employed either in the ſtudy or 
in the promotion of what I thought eſſential to 
the welfare of my country, and although my 
public ſervices his been uniformly rejected or 
neglected, by the King's Miniſters, my application 
to the important ſtudy has been unabated, and 


my zeal for the public ſervice unſhaken. 


It is a maxim of mine, which I hope I ſhall 
retain while I exiſt, that our duties towards the 
common-wealth are not to be relinquiſhed on 
account of the faults or errors of thoſe whom 
the Executive Power has thought-fit to inveſt 
with his active powers in that common-wealth. 
Were it not from the influence of this maxim, 

X 4 | I 
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might plead exemption from political energy, 
ſince I belong to an order —— 
diſtinguiſhed from the reſt of the community at 
large, by having long ſince ſurrendered their 
political liberty, and conſented to permit the 
Miniſter; unde der beings, Nee e 


Repreſentatives. 


Againſt this ſurrender I — in vain aruggled 
ever ſince L came among them, and if 1 were to 
yield to the modern ſpirit of reſentment againſt 
Miniſters, on my account, I might abundantly 
diſplay my indignation againſt a fucceſſion of 
Miniſters Who have excluded me from the em- 
ployments for which birth, my turn of mind, 
and my unremitted train of ſtudy have fitted me, 

But, Sir, my love towards my fellow citizens 
is of too high a form to yield to, fuch perſonal 
conſiderations. ;. I conſider myſelf, tho' ſtripped 
by the meanneſs and venality of .my brethren 
of the only privilege belonging to my order, as 
ſtill belonging to the Public ans to the State 
which protects me. | 

I am ſenfible, however, of the impertings of 
that civil liberty which ought to belong to me 
as a degraded, though not diſhonoured, native 
of Great-Britain, and accordingly I ſhall, in as 
few words as poſſible, give you my ſentiments 
on the maſs of matter contained in the commu - 
nications: which the York Committee and Mr. 
Hartley have. thought proper to make to the 


public and to me. 
After 
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After the moſt mature confideration of the 
ſubject bject at large; I venture to give you my 'opis 


nion that the diſeaſes of the Britiſh Conſtitution . 


are interwoven with, and ariſe from the very 


——— but, as I think; 
very imperfect Conſtitution; 


The Conſtitution of Great-Britain, originating E 


from the gradual introduction of popular wage 5 
by the effects of literature and commerce, 

been continually i in a ſtate of fluctuation. Before 
the reign of Henry VII. our Conſtitution was a 


concentrated ariſtocracy only, in ſome degree 


invaded by the gradual effects of the Corpora. 
tions from the reign of that Prince to the Revo- 


lution in the year 1668. The Conſtitution was 


continually putging itſelf of its antient formmm, 75 


and tending more and more towards a common- 
wealth of the people, when the Prince of Orange 
was made King ; he was ſtripped by the Statute.. 
of the pretended powers of his predeceſſors, but 
the form of Government remained the ſame. 

A continual bounty was to be offered to the 
Prince for his intelligent management of the re. 


venues. of the State, for the purpoſe of making 


up the deficiencies of the old prerogative, and 
the Candidates, for places in the Senate, were ta 
have a continual bounty for the corruption. of- 
the voters, to place them where they were to- 
treat with the Prince for the price of the liberty. 

of the people. 
By the nature of election, a continual ſcene of 
intemperance, 


„ 
intemperance, corruption of manners, and bri. 
bery, was to be kept up among the people ; and 
this baneful engine was to extend its influence 
to the remoteſt part of the country, and to con- 
taminate the cottage, as fully as the palace of 
the Prince, or the pandarous. ſeats of s . 
in the ſtreets of the metropolis. 

In other ſtates, the odious manners of an over - 
grown and luxurious capital, reach only the li- 
mits of a corrupted atmoſphere which ſurrounds 


it; in this, it taints every thing we ſee, hear, 


feel, or can diſcern, by the powers of our un- 

derſtanding. 

I am convinced, nes; that the cauſe of 
all our misfortunes, and the perpetual deterioration 

of our country which we muſt ſubmit to behold, 

is to be ſought for, and ſought for alone, in the 

nature of the Conſtitution itſelf, 


Quo ſemel imbutd, quadcunque infundis, aceſcit. * 

Let us not imagine that triennial or annual 
Parliaments, melting the boroughs into the coun- 
ties, and far leſs adding one hundred Members 
to the Senate, will cure the diſeaſe in queſtion. 

The new modelling of the Conſtitution would 
coſt a civil war, and after all, things be no better 
than they were before. 


* The lines in Horace, ere ende o. but altered by Lon 
Buchan, ſtand thus : 


| « Bo one} inbta rc, erat dorm 
Tela diu. 
_ IE td; xDRs quodcungue infundis aceſcit.” 
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The people whoſe manners are already cor- 
rupted, would ſtill ſell themſelves to the beſt 
bidders, or the moſt artful rogues, and the 
elected would continue to ſell themſelves to the 
Prince or his Miniſters, for offices, penſions, con- 
tracts, and ribbons, or titles. In ſhort, the 
aphoriſm of Hippocrates, the father of Greek 
Phyſicians, would ſtill apply to this as to the 
diſeaſe of the body, Errors in the firſt concoc- 
tion are never, or at leaſt ſeldom, cured by a ſe- 
cond.” Upon the whole, therefore, however I 
may approve of the concern expreſſed by the 
Committee and Mr. Hartley, on account of the 
growing evils of the ſtate, I am convinced that 
the Plan propoſed would not be effectual towards 
| their removal, nor any other be ſucceſsful ſhort 
of a rotatory ſyſtem of election, founded upon 

independent qualifications, which 1 fear would 
be impracticable, except in a ſtate where great 
| concuſſions opened a door to new models; and 
| as things are, virtuous combinations formed for | 


. the reſtoration of public and private manners, 
$ ſeem to me to be the only means of ſaving this 
linking ſtate and nation. 
| I am, Sir, 
r 5 Your humble ſervant, 
; BUCHAN. 
rd . 
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Poſer vi. 
Reſolutions at a Meeting the Committee i 


Aſſociation of the County of . on the oth 


, Yay of May, 1781. 


' ®., 


* - # 
* * d 
” ” 
o 
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PRESENT, 


William St. Quintin 
Sir William Anderſon 
The Earl of Effingham 

The Dean of Y 
2; 
iam 
Rey John ps ou 
Mr. St. Quintin 


Rev. Williath Comber 


Mr. P. Milnes | 

— William Maſon 
ev. James 

Mr. Shore 

Mr. Vorke 


Mr. Croft 


Mr. Croft, jun. 


| Mr. Edmunds 


Mr. Cradock 
Mr. R. S. Milnes 
Mr. Childers . 
Mr. Strickland 
Grimſton 
r. Battle 


S Rev. C. WYVILL, hg, 
| Sir George Strickland 
r 


Mr. Took 
Mr. Salt — Jun. 


Mr. Walker 
Dr. Swainſton 


Mr. Booth 
Mr. Walker, jun. 


Rev. Luke Lacker 


Read the Report from the Delegates appointed 
at the laſt 1 of this Committee.“ 


Reſolved, 


* See the Report, Paper 5 page 332. 
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Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this 
Committee be given to the Rev. 5 
Wyvill, Samuel Shore, Eſq; and Sir James Nor- 
cliffe, Bart. for their diligent attendance on tlie 
buſineſs of their delegation, and for their able 
ſupport of the meaſures they were deputed to 
promote; and that this W a ap- 
e of their conduct. 6 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to Sir George Savile, Bart. for his 
ready attention and ſupport. to the Petitions of 
this and other counties, cities, and places, for 
reforming the waſte of public money, and re- 
ducing the increaſed and increaſing influence of 
the Crown, which ought to be diminiſhed; and 
that the Chairman = deſired to communicate 
theſe thanks. - 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to Mr. Duncombe, for his ready atten. 
tion and ſupport to the Petitions of this and 
other counties, cities, and places, for reforming 
the waſte of public money, and reducing the 
increaſed and increaſing influence of the Crown, 
which ought to be diminiſhed ; and that the 
Chairman be deſired tocommunicatetheſe thanks. 
Reſolved, That the thanks of this Commit- 
tee, be given to Mr. Dunning, for his ready 
attention and ſupport to the Petitions of this 
and other counties, cities, and places, for re« 
forming the waſte of public money, and reduc- 
ing the increaſed and increaſing influence of 
the 
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the Crown, which ought to be diminiſhed; and 


that the Chairman be deſired to communicate 


theſe thanks. 

- Reſolved, That this Committee think it highly 
expedient, and moſt earneſtly recommend. it 
to their fellow-ſubjefts, to perſevere without 


remiſſion in the purſuit of the objects of this 
Aſſociation, and not to doubt but that meaſures 
guided by a temperate, though Ready reſolu- 
tion, and founded on the reaſonableneſs and ne- 


ceſſity of the reformation aimed at, muſt in the 
end be crowned with ſucceſs. 


Reſolved, That this day's report of the De- 
legates be printed and publiſhed, and that the 


Chairman be deſired to tranſmit copies thereof 


to the different Committees of Petitioning or 


Aſſociated Counties and Places. 


Reſolved, That this Committee be adjourned 
un to-morrow morning, at ten o'clock, 


C. WYVILL, * 


Tork - | 


LC ** 1 
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At ibe adjourned Meeting of the Committee of 


Aſſociation, 


The Rev. C. Wrv1LL, in the Chair, 
Reſolved unanimouſly, | | 

THAT the Chairman be requeſted to write 2 
letter to Sir George Savile, to acquaint him that 
the Committee having been informed of the very 
precarious ſtate of health in which he thought 
it his duty to attend Parliament, for the ſake of 
oppoſing the late ſcandalouſly extravagant loan, 
deſire to expreſs their grateful ſenſe of þ his zeal 
for the honour and intereſt of his country; but 
to aſſure him at the fame time, that however 
ſorry they ſhould have been if a contract fo 
uſurious in itſelf, and ſo calculated to promate 
the corrupt ſyſtem long complained of, had 
paſſed without attracting the notice, and ex- 
citing the indignation of every friend to the 
Engliſh Conſtitution, nevertheleſs they ſhould 
think their country poorly recompenſed indeed, 
if even ſucceſs in oppoſition to that ruinous 
meaſure had been obtained at the price of a life 
ſo important to the public. 

Reſolved, That this Committee be adjourned 
to Wedneſday the 17th day of October next, 
ſubject to an earlier call either by the Sub- Com- 
mittee, or by the Chairman at the requiſion of 


any five Members. 
C. WYVILL, Chairman. 
Paper VIII. 
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Paper VIII. 


Report of Proceedings at a General Meeting of 
Deputies from the Aﬀociated Counties, Vc. 
- held in London in the Months of March and 
April 4%, ſubmitted by the Rev. ChxisropH¹ 
 WreviLL, SAMUEL SHORE, Eſq; and Sir Jams 
Nonkclirrz, Bart. to the Committee of Aſſbcia - 
tion for the County of York, on this 1 800 * of 


May, 1781. 


— - , 31 . : = 
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previous Meetin g of ſeveral Deputies 2 9 
been obtained at the St. Alban's- Tavern, 
on the 24th of February, 1781, to conſider the 
proper time and place for opening, the General 
Deputation; it was unanimouſly reſolved to 
hold the Firſt General Meeting of Deputies on 
the 3d of March enſuing; and the Common 
Council of the city of London having in the 


mean-time come to a reſolution to allow the 


New Common Council Chamber in 1 
to the Deputies, the Firſt General Meetin 


accordingly held in the faid Chamber in ld. | 


hall, on the zd of March, 1781, 
At that firſt Meeting of the General Deputa- 


tion, it was $ reſolved, That application ſhould be 
made 
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made to Parliament during the preſent Seſſion, 

for correcting the groſs abuſes in the 'expendi- 

ture of the public money, and for reducing the 

increaſed and increaſing influence of the Crown, 
which ought to be diminiſhed. 

At the adjourned Meeting on the roth of 
March, it 805 reſolved, at a Committee 
ſhould be appointed to form and report to the 
Meeting on the 17th' of Match, a Petition equi- 
valent in its prayer, to che ſeveral Petitions of 
the people preſented to the Houſe of Commons 
in the laſt Seſſion of Parliament; and the Rev. 
C. Wyvill, Chairman of the Meeting Mr. Ni- 
cholls, Mr. Baker, Dr. Jebb, Mr. Bellas, Mr. 
Hollis, Lord Viſcount Mahon, Sir Geo. Longe 
Mr. Sawbridge, and Mr. Fox, were choſen of 
the 8 accordingly. 

the 14th of March, the Meeting of Depu- 
tay wi 99 from the Guildhall to the 
St. Alban's- Tavern, the Corporation of London 
having thought fit to retract their courteſy to 
the Deputies, to reſcind the offer of their room 
at Guildhall, and to aboliſh their Committee of 
Aſſociation. On that day, the Deputjes from 
= aſſociated counties and the city of Weſtmin! 


r | 
their Committee: | | 
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To the Honourable the Commons of Great-Britain, 
in Parliament affembled, 


The humble Petition of the ſeveral perſons 
| whoſe names are hereunto ſubſcribed Free. 
| holders of the reſpective counties of York, 
Surry, Hertford, Huntingdon, Middleſex, 
Eſſex, Kent, Devon, and Nottingham, and 
| Eletors of the 47 of ura 
* end 

„THAT this nation hath been engaged for 
ſeveral years, in a moſt expenſive and unfortu- 
nate war. That many of our valuable Colonies 
having actually declared themſelves independent, 
have formed a ſtrict confederacy with the anci- 
ent enemies of Great-Britain ; that the conſe. 
quences of theſe combined misfortunes, have | 

been a large addition to, the national debt; an 
heavy. accumulation of taxes; a rapid decline ; 
of the trade, manufactures, and land rents of : 
the kingdom. 
That notwithſtanding this calamitous and 
impoveriſhed ſtate of the nation, much public 
money has been improvidently ſquandered, and 
that many individuals enjoy ſinecure places, effi- 
cient places with exorbitant emoluments, and 
ſions unmerited by public ſervice, to a large 
and ſtill increaſing amount; whence the Crown 


has * a * and unconſtitutional influ- W PZ 
ence, 


AS 
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ence, which, if not checked, may ſoon prove 
fatal to the liberties of this country. And your 
Petitioners further ſhew, that your Petitioners, 
jointly with others, Frecholders of ſeveral coun- 
ties, and Electors of ſeveral cities and towns in 
this kingdom, did in the laſt Seſſion of the late 
Parliament, preſent to the Honourable Houſe of 
Commons,* humble Petitions,. requeſting that 
ſome remedy might be provided by the wiſ- 
dom of Parliament, againſt the extenſive and 
unconſtitutional ende of the Crown, and 
ſome ſtop might be put to the laviſh expendi- 
ture of public money. 

« And your Petitioners bag leaye to ſtate, 
that the matter contained in the Petitions ſo 
preſented by your Petitioners and others, was 
taken into conſideration by that Honourable 
Houſe, and on due and mature deliberation, 
that Honourable Houſe reſolved, 


iſt,” „ That it is neceſſary to declare, that the 
influence of the Crown has increaſed, is increaſs 
ing, and ought to be diminiſhed.” 

2d, „That it is competent to this Houſe to 
examine into and cotrect abuſes in the expendi- 
ture of the Civil Liſt revenues, as well as in 
every other branch of the public revenue, when: 
ever it ſhall appear expedient to the WHOSE of 
this Houſe ſo to do. 

3d, „ That it is the duty of this Houſe to 
provide as far as may be, an immediate and ef. 

1 fetual _ 


E 
fectual redreſs of the abuſes complained of, in 
the Petitions preſented to this Houſe, from the 
different counties, cities, and towns, in this 
Kingdom. 3 4 


* And your Petitioners beg -leave further to 
ſtate, that before that Honourable Houle had 
effected that diminution of the influence of the 
Crown, and had provided an effettual redreſs 
of the grievances complained of in the ſaid Pe- 
titions, the ſaid Parliament of Great-Britain, 
was, by his Majeſty's Royal Proclamation diſ- 
folved., _—-. ThE 

Four Petitioners, therefore, on behalf of 
themſelves and others, their fellow-ſubjets who 
joined with your Petitioners in the ſaid Petiti- 
ons, appealing to the juſtice of this Honourable 
Houſe, do moſt earneſtly requeſt, both for the 
relief of the ſubject and the fafety of the Con- 
ſtitution, that this Honourable-Houſe will pro- 
ceed to inquire by what means that diminution 
of the influence of the Crown may be obtained, 
which the laſt Houſe of Commons declared to 
be neceffary, and that this Honourable Houſe 
will proceed to examine into-all the branches of 
the expenditure of the public money; and alſo 
to inquire what expences can be retrenched by 
an abolition of ſinecure and unneceſſary places, 
by a reformation in reſpect of penſions unme- 
rited by public ſervices, and by a reduction of 
the exorbitant emoluments of office, and — 
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the produce he appropriated to the neceſſities of 
the State, in ſuch manner as to the wiſdom of 
Parliament ſhall ſeem meet: And your Petition- 
ers ſhall ever pray, &c. &c.“ | 

And it was unanimouſly reſolved, That the 
Petition be approved by the Meeting, and that 
the Chairman, Sir F. Vincent, and Sir R. Smyth, 
be deputed to wait on Sir George Savile, to re- 
queſt him to preſent the Petition to the Houſe 
of Commons, and alfo to wait on Mr. Dunning, 
and to requeſt him to ſecond Sir George Savile; 
with which requeſt thoſe faithful friends of the 
people- moſt readily promiſed to comply, To 
preſerve union in the General Deputation, and 
to ſecure the reception of the*Petition by the 
Houſe of Commons, it was thought expedient 
that the Petition ſhould be figned by the ſeveral 
Deputies as Freeholders of their reſpective coun- 
ties, &c. who did not in that inftance expreſsly 
aſſume the character of Deputies. + 

On the 19th of March, therefore, the Petition 
was an mne 


gentlemen, VIZ, 


ver Bromley $f R. J. * 


obert Bromley hn Jebb Hunting 
George Bellas Middleſex —— Phipps a 


F. Vincent G. Jennings F of 
Freeholders : 

John Niebel gy =: | tending 

J. Trecothick N. Edw * Nottinghamſhire 


C. J. Fox Cbicheſter | = ot 
R. Fitzpatrick Elefors _— & ww — 
F 

. oyne ; ue re 

I. B. Mende, ( Welkminſter James Norcliffe ſhire 


John Churchill 
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| * Robert Smith 
Mahon 5 Freeholders R. M. T. Chiſwell Freeholden 
Richard Rycroft | of Richard Baker | 
Edm-. Marſhall Kent T. Brand Hollis Eſſex 
J. Redman. ; 


_ The laborious and hazardous attendance of 
Sir George Savile, in a very infirm ſtate of 
health, to move Parliament to inquire into the 
hte extraordinary loan, unfortunately diſabled 
him to give his promiſed aſliſtance, without a 
delay, which would have had the worſt elects, 


On this account his excellent colleague, Mr. H. 


Duncombe, ſeconded by Mr. Dunning, preſented 
the Petition to the Houſe of Commons, on the 
ad of April. It was at that time laid upon the 
table of the Houſe for future conſideration ; 
and ſince the Meeting of Parliament, after the 
Eaſter receſs, notice has been given by Sir George 
Savile, that on the 8th of May he would move 
the Houle to refer the Petition to a Committee, 


in order that proper meaſures might be purſued 


to give that redreſs to the people which their 
great and acknowledged grievances ſo loudly 
demand. 

On the 24th of March it was reſolved by the 
General Deputation, That the addition of at leaſt 
one hundred Members to the Houſe of Commons, 
to be choſen in a due proportion in the different 
counties in the kingdom of Great-Britain, would 
be a meaſure tending ſtrongly to correct the groſs 
inadequacy in the repreſentation of Parliament, 
and the extenlive public evils reſulting from — 

0 


* 


r 


AQ 


„ 


8 


K 


F Þa 


PEAR 


Jn 


WI» 


On the 5th of April it was reſolved, That 
when, by the peaceful and legal efforts of the 
people, a more frugal management of the public 
purſe, and a more adequate repreſentation in 
Parliament, ſhall have been obtained, the repeal 
of the ſeptennial bill would form a ſtrong barrier 
againft the inroads of Parliamentary corruption, 
and the alarming influence of the Crown. - -- 

Your Deputies had thus obtained the concur- 
rence of the General Meeting in reſolutions equi- 
valent to the propoſitions for a Parhamentary 


reform adopted by the county of Vork; but 


they were not encouraged to recommend an 

plication to Parliament on the ground of -theſe 
propoſitions. For notwithſtanding the appro- 
bation of ſome of the beſt and wiſeſt men of this 
country, a diſpoſition favourable to this-plan of 
Parliamentary reformation did not ſufficiently 
appear in the great body of the Nobles, or in the 
Houſe of Repreſentatives; and the General De- 
putation was not ſupported by the declared fenſe 
of the people with ſufficient vigour to bring on 
the momentous buſineſs of a reform of Parlia- 
ment. To all our moſt experienced friends it 


ſeemed adviſeable to poſtpone that arduous taſk 


to a more favourable, but, they truſt, not a very 
diſtant ſeaſon. Your Deputies therefore ven- 
tured in this inſtance to depart from your in- 
ſtructions, truſting that the circumſtances of the 
caſe will, in your opinion, be their juſtification, 
"4 Y4 | A 


[ 34 (J 


A reſolution to diſſolve the General Deputa. 
tion was agreed to by the Meeting, on the a 1ſt 
of April. — 

Your Deputies have it not in their power to 
report to this Committee the event of the Peti. 
tion to the Houſe of Commons, as their deciſion 
on that meaſure is not yet known. Poſſibly the 
reſult may be favourable to your hopes ; but, 
on the ſuppoſition that no immediate redreſs of 

ievances will be obtained in conſequence of the 

uties? Petition, what (it may be aſked) is the 
advantage to the public, derived from this mea. 
ſure of a General Deputation ? To this queſtion 
your Deputies truſt a ſatisfactory anſwer may be 
given. It is not their province to pronounce 
whence the preſent dejection of the nation pro- 
ceeds ; but whether it ariſe from the widely-ex- 
tended operation of corruption, or from the fear | 
and apprehenſion which the enormous power of 
the Crown hath impreſſed upon the people, or 
from other cauſes blended and combined with 
theſe—it is fortunate ſurely that thoſe cauſes 
have not produced univerſal deſpondence. In 
this diſcouraging ſituation of our country, men 
have been found in every part of the kingdom, 
whom neither corruption could ſeduce, nor the 
frown of power could terrify; who have not 
ceaſed to point out to their fellow - ſubjects the 
impending danger, and, with a manly firmneſs, 
to reprobate a venal ſyſtem of government.— 
While independent men, ſupported by large bo- of 
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dies of their fellow-citizens, have the virtue thus 
to reſiſt corruption, the antient Engliſh vigour 
has not abandoned this nation; the hope of a 
radical reformation cannot be ill-founded ; their 
honeſt example cannot fail to animate the timo- 
rous, to awe the corrupt, and gradually to reſtore 
the genuine love of liberty and the Engliſh con- 
ſtitution. 

Your Deputies therefore, notwithſtanding the 
preſent unfavourable aſpect of public affairs, do 


| moſt earneſtly exhort and conjure this Commit- 


tee not to deſpair of the common weal. No; 
let us proceed with unabated fortitude ; let us 
call on our diſpirited countrymen with unwea- 
ried perſeverance; let us warn them with faith- 
ful zeal to unite in defence of their common 
rights, againſt the overbearing influence of the 
Crown, and the progreſs of general venality.— 
The -means to be employed-to check that mow 
gate ſyſtem are peaceful, orderly, and legal; the 

end itſelf is juſt and neceflary, and by a firm and 
timely union of the people, certainly not unat- 
tainable. The neceſſity of that union, on the 
ſolid grounds of à Parliamentary reformation, 
will become ſtill more apparent; the public con- 
fidence will follow and fupport the exertions of 


diſintereſted men; TT and the 


growing diſtreſſes of the nation, will rouſe the 
indolent and the inconſiderate; and finally unite 
in the public cauſe, every das and deſcription 
of our independent fellow - ſubjects, not ww 
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loſt to every feeling of integrity and public 
_ ſpirit. 
C. WYVILL, 
SAMUEL SHORE, 
JAMES NORCLIFFE. 
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Letter from the Rev. C. WyvIII, to Sir G. Sa vil x. 


* 


BokrTrox-Harr, May 12, 1781. 

Dear Sir, 
II is with the higheſt ſatisfaction 
I obey the directions of the Committee of Aſſo- 
ciation for-the county of York, by tranſmitting 
to you the-incloſed copy of two Reſolutions of 
- thanks, for your late great and meritorious ex- 


ertions in the public ſervice, which that Com- 


mittee unanimouſly voted on the gth and roth 
of May, 1781. If language more ſtrongly ex- 
preſſive of gratitude and perfect confidence had 
occurred to the Committee, it would have corre- 
ſponded better with their ſentiments; and cer- 
tainly would have been adopted on this occaſion, 
I am, dear Sir, 
With the higheſt eſteem and regard, 
Your molt obedient ſervant, 

| C. WVVILL. 

Sir G. SAvILE. 9 
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7 Paper X. 
Letter from Sir G. SAviLs to the Rev. C. WyviLL, 


WW 
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London, May 18, 1782. 
Dear Sir, | iz 
I RECEIVED the night before 
laſt your very kind letters, one of them incloſing 
two Reſolutions of the Committee of the gth and 
roth inſtant. 

I do not know how I have in my power better 
(if indeed at all) to expreſs the ſenſe I have of the 
honour done me by theſe Reſolutions, than by 
afſuring you of the lively gratitude with which 
I receive ſuch tokens of the favour of my con. 
ſtituents. 

However conſcious I am that their kindnef 
has much over-rated my title to thanks or to 
praiſe, one part of the reward I hope to hold 
faſt, becauſe it depends upon my will and not 
my ability to ſerve thoſe who ſent me; I mean 
their confidence. If I have earned that, I have 
well ſpent my time, and well directed my en- 
deavours at leaſt to my own private account and 
feelings, however miſerable and poor the fucceſs 
be which has attended thoſe endeavours to the 
public, The fubj ect of the ſecond Reſolution, 


regarding 


*F ® ® 


regarding what is ſo truly ſtiled the ſcandalouſly 
extravagant Loan, may poſſibly lead ſome men 
to judge in part even of the cauſe of that want 
of ſucceſs. —But the Houſe of Commons having 
itſelf declined to enter into any inveſtigation of 
an affair in which its own purity was ſo nearly 
concerned, and fo openly arraigned, it becomes 

a ſimple individual only to mention, (what, in. 
deed, every newſpaper will tell) that the Mini. 
ſter's bargain was ſelling at the market, at the 
rate of above a million advanced price, at the 
very moment that the Houſe of Commons, fo 
concerned and ſo arraigned, was confirming the 
contract. | 

Without making farther comments on this 
tranſaction, I mean juſt to ſtate why it was that 
this particular buſineſs ſeemed to me to call more 
preflingly than almoſt any other for public exa- 
mination. The earneſtneſs I gave way to on that 
occaſion was in truth attended with fatigue and 
inconvenience, rather than any degree of riſk ; 
and in that reſpect, I am perſuaded,” could we 
have ſucceeded, we ſhould have ſo far ſmoothed 
the way to other detections and other reforms, 
that our future labours would, on the whole, 
have been leſs, as well as more pleaſant, | 

Of thoſe detections and thoſe reforms I do not 
I confeſs ſee the leaſt preſent proſpect. In future 
and corrupt Parliaments, the greater the public 
calamities, the better loan and the better pre- 
mium it will only require to procure them 8 
| vote 
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voted bleſſings; and corruption and extravagance 
will very naturally keep pace with public poverty 
and wretchedneſs. I meant only to have trou- 
bled you with my grateful thanks, and to have 
begged you to take the earlieſt and moſt proper 


method of conveying them to the Gentlemen of 
the Committee; but I found it almoſt impoſlible 


not to advert. ſomewhat particularly to a ſubject 
which, by the ſecond Reſolution, ſeems to Rive 
ſtruck the Committee, as well worthy their = 
tention. 
cannot help ddding my veſt ackaowiedgwents 
to you, for your obliging attention and kindhes 
to me; 
And * dear Sir, 

With great regard, | 

© © Your moſt obedient 

And obliged humble ſervant, 

rs... SAVILE. 


Rev. C. Wvvitt, 
Chairman of the — for 
the county of Tork. 
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Letter from the Rev. C. ni 70 Hunky Dis 
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Boxrox-Haun, wy 14, jt, 


Dear Sir, 1 
II is with the higheſt cariafaRtion 
1 obey the directions of the Committee of Aſſo- 
ciation for the county of York, by tranſmitting 
to you the incloſed copy of a Reſolution of 
thanks, unanimouſly voted by that Committee, 
on the gth of May, 1781, for your diſtinguiſhed 
exertions in ſupport of the Petition to Parlia- 
ment by the late General Meeting of Deputies. 
The gratitude of the people is fure to follow 
the fidelity of their Repreſentatives; it is a debt, 
Sir, which a very conſiderable body of your 
Conſtituents with pleaſure pay to you; but, at 
the ſame time, they cannot but lament the infe- 
licity of theſe times, when their juſt commenda- 
tion of an honeſt and independent Member of 
Parliament is an — cenſure of Parliament 


itſelf, 
I am, dear |. 
With the higheſt eſteem and regard, 
Your moſt faithful 
And obedient ſervant, 
be + | C. WYVILL: 
H. Duncomse, Eſq. 
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Paper XI. - 
Letter from Hznay benin Ef; fo the Rev. 
C. WrvitL. - 


— v May 19, 1781. 
Dear Sir, 


I RECEIVED laſt 1 1 your 
very obliging letter, containing the thanks of 
the Committee, and muſt own, I learn with ex- 
treme ſatisfaction, that my conduct in Parlia- 
ment has, in any degree, deſerved the approba- 
tion or juſtified the nnn of my Conſti- 
tuents. 

The event of the Petition of the Deputies was 
not indeed favourable to our wiſhes; but I will 
anticipate the proſpe& of a radical reformation 
of public abuſes, yet, I am perſuaded attainable; 
but attainable. only by the determined efforts 
and legal union of honeſt and independent men. 
The principles of the Committee, which I have 
ever avowed, and am proud to avow, have been 
amply confirmed to me in the courſe of one ſeſ- 
lions, by my obſervations on the conduct of 
public affairs; and I am more than ever con- 
vinced, that the only hopes of ſecurity to our 

ett liberties, 


„ 
liberties, and of redreſs of our grievances, are to 
be derived from, the integrity of Parliaments, 
and a juſter repreſentation of the people. 

Lou will pleaſe to make my moſt reſpectful 
acknowledgements to the Gentlemen of the 
Committee, for the honour they have thought 
proper to confer on me; and to accept my beſt 
thanks yourſelf for your very obliging manner 
in the communicating of it. 
I am, Sir, F 

With great reſpect, 
Your moſt obedient 
Humble ſervant, - 
H. DUNCOMRE. 


Rev. Mr. WrviLtl, | | {+5 


Burton, Bedalt, ' 
Yorkſhire. 
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Letter from the Rev. C. Wavin Jann Don- 
en 0 oft daidw * 
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dun on- HAU, May 1% r. 


Dear Sir, * 
II is with the higheſt ſatisfaction 
I obey the directions of the Comtrũttee of Aſſo- 
ciation for the county of York, by tranſmitting 
| to you the -incloſed copy of a Reſolution of 
a thanks, unanimouſly voted by that Committee 
on the gth of May, 1781, for your diſtinguſhed 
ſupport of the Petition to Parliament, by the. 
late General Meeting of Deputies. —Public oeco- 
nomy is at all times neceſſary, but it is more 
eſpecially ſo in times of great national calamity, 
ſuch as we have the misfortune to experience. 
And if the Engliſh people have any right to Pe. 
tition Parliament at all, they muſt have a right 
to meet and conſult together, in order to exer- 
ciſe that right in a peaceable and orderly man- 
U. ner which may beſt promote the common ad- 
vantage. Theſe are the ſentiments of a large aud 
reſpectable body of the Yorkſhire gentlemen, 
and in "theſe ſentiments they are happy to find 
themſelves confirmed by the authority of one 


of the ableſt Lawyers of the age; whoſe much 
2 higher 


& = 


higher praiſe it is, that he deſerves to be con. 
ſidered as one of the firmeſt friends of our free 
Conſtitution. The Petition from the Meeting 
of Deputies was a meaſure for the ſucceſs a 
which the Committee of Yorkſhire was 
liarly anxious; and nothing could have — 
greater weight to their aſſertion of the rectitude 
and legality of that meaſure, or better hopes of 
its final deciſion, than your co-operation in its 
ſupport with Sir G. Savile and Mr. RG 
I am, dear Sir, 
With the higheſt eſteem and regard, 
Lour moſt obedient ſervant, 
| | C. WYVILL, 
Joan Dunnino, Eſq, | 7 Sos 
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Paper XIV. 
Letter from Jon, Dunninc, Eq; to the Rev. 
| C. WyvI1LL, 


LincoLy's-Inn FisLDs, June 23, 1781. | 


Dear Sir, 

| I WAS honoured with your 
obliging letter, in the due courſe of the poſt, 

communicating to me the thanks of the Com- 

mittee of Aſſociation of the county of York, for 


F MX. a. . 855, 
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my attention and ſupport to the Petitions of | 
that and other counties, cities, and places, for 


reforming the waſte of public money, and re- 
ducing the increaſed and increaſing influence of 


the Crown. 
If I could in return have given you any intel. 


ligence that would have been acceptable to you 


and to that reſpectable Committee of the ſucceſs 


of the late Petition, I ſhould not have failed to 


uſe the firſt opportunity of communicating it to 
you; but as the iſſue of that meaſure was juſt 
what you had foreſeen and foretold, and I had 


nothing to convey to you but my acknowledg- 
ments of the honour done me by your favour- - 
able acceptance. of my impotent endeavours to - 


co-operate with you to thoſe important objects 
of your Aſſociation, I truſted that you would 
excuſe my deferring it to a ſeaſon of more lei- 
ſure than that in which I receiyed your favour, 

Little occurred in the debate, which I ſhould 
have thought worth troubling you with if I had 
written to you ſooner ; but one thing L think I 
may tell you, which is, that we heard much leſs 


than we were led to expect of the illegality of 
Committees, Aſſociations, and Deputations; cer- 


tainly very little argument to make out their 


ſuppoſed illegality. Indeed it would not have 
been eaſy without controverting the right of 


| Petitioning, to queſtion the legality of aſſociat- 


ing and appointing Committees and Deputies 
to conduct the Petitions and * the ob- 
2 2 jects 
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jects of them. I believe it was found more 
difficult than thoſe who were underſtood to have 
undertaken it were aware of when they under. 
took it. 
© One good at leaſt reſults from your perſever. 
ance. It has ſhewn, beyond contradiction, that 
there are ſtill ſome men left who do not deſpair 
of the Republic, at a time when that deſpair is 
ſo general and the cauſes of it ſo obvious, as. 
would, if any thing would, juſtify it. 
In fuch times, it muſt ſurely be matter of ſa- 
tisfaction to know that there are men diſtin- 
guiſhed by their independence and their inte. 
grity, aſſociated for the protection and preſerva- 
tion of our moſt valuable intereſts, of whoſe 
motives calumny has wanted ingenuity to frame 
a plauſible miſrepreſentation. - Men who ſo well 
deſerve the public confidence cannot fail to 40. 
quire it. 
I am, 
With great reſpect and eſteem, 
Dear Sir, ; 
Your faithful, bumble ſervant, . 
J. DUNNIN G. 


| Rey. Mr. WyviLL, 
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Reſolutions of the Committee of Allocistion of 


the County of York, on the be rey. of Octo« 
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Reſolved, That the following Members be 
added to this Committee: ; 


William 13 Ky of Coates-Hall . 
Rev. Richard Shuttleworth of Kirkleatham 
Jonathan Walker, Eſq;z-of Maſbrough 
William Warner, Eſq; of Foſton 


Henry Legard, Eſq; of Beverley, f 


Whereas-it-has been repreſented to this Com. 
mittee, that the condu of the Clergy, who are 
Members of this Aſſociation, hath been cenſured 
from High Authority ; and that they have been 
giventounderſtand that their late efforts in ſupport 
of the Liberty and Conſtitution of this country 
were foreign to the function of a e and not 
the road to preferment.* 

Reſolved, That a Proteſtant, by enterin g into 
Holy Orders does not abandon his civil rights. 

Reſolved, That the thanks of this Committee 
be given to thoſe Reverend Gentlemen who, 
thus preferring the public good to their own 
private emoluments, have ſtood forth the firm 
friends to the true intereſts of their country. 

Read the paper intitled, A ſecond Addreſs 
from the Committee of Affociation for the county 
of York; to the Electors of the counties, cities, 
and boroughs, within the kingdom * oy 
OI” n | 
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Reſolved, with only two diſſenting vids, 
That the Addreſs now read be adopted as the 
act of this Aſſembly, and that the Chairman be 
requeſted to publiſh the fame i in the manner he 
ſhall judge moſt proper.“ 

- Reſolved, That this Committee do adjourn to 
the Thurſday in Eaſter-week next, ſubject tu an 
earlier call by the Sub-Committee, or of the 
Chairman at the requeſt of any five Members. 

C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


* For this Addreſs, fee Paper XVI. below, | 
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A Second Addreſs from the Committee My * 
cCiation the County of York, to the Electors of 
the Counties, Chien a eng within the 
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ARLIAMENT, 0 its s. origiral term ſeemy 
to have been admirably. fitted to reſiſt the 


— of corruption. In that primitive ſtate, a 


majority of the Electors of England appointed a 
majority of the Houſe of Commons; and in fact, 


the right of election 1 in the body 
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of the pecple 2. regular and complete controul 
over their Truſtees. In an Aſſembly fo :conſti. 
tuted, the poiſon of corruption could hardly find 
ad mittance in any dangerous degree; reſpect to 
the Conſtituent Body would generally operate 
as a preſervative again it; and on any. appear- 
ance: of infection, that. effeRual remedy which 
the public poſſeſſed would be inſtantly: applied. 
But our eaſy unſuſpicious anceſtors unwiſely 
ſuffered our Monarchs from Henry VI. down 
to Queen Elizabeth, to mar the ancient Conſti- 
tution by a moſt diſproportionate addition of 
boroughs. By that unhappy neghgenee, the 
nation loſt_ in ſubſtance. the juſt an 
right of controul; and then, the — of 
a Parliament, no longer checked by the general 
voice of the people, ceaſed do be an impracti- 
cable attempt. 

But the corruptibility of Parliament 
may de juſſiy dated from that innovation of 
Royal — the actual corruption of it 
was reſerved for a more unfortunate period. 
| The ſeeds of political depravity were for ages 
latent in the defective frame of the Houſe of 
Commons; and it was poſſible they might ſtill 
have remained there, in à ftate of harmleſs in- 
Activity, if chance, and the ill-judged parſimony 
of our forefathers had not preſented to the 
Crown che opportunity for Parliamentary ſe- 
duction. From the depreciation af money, the 


ancient ſalaries paid by * dec. to their 
reſpective 
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reſpective Menibers, had become tooinfignifitant 
to be worth their acceptance; and from a hot 
abſurd frugality, the neceſſary augmentation hall 
been improvidently omitted. Hence aroſe à fu. 
cility to create a corrupt dependence on the 
Crown, juſt when the danger of all attempts to 
controul or aboliſh Parliament by force had bech 
fully proved by repeated experience. The grow. 
ing diſpoſition in that Aﬀembly. to lifien td 
temptation, was not long unobſerved; it v 
ſcized with alacrity, and improved with 1b. 
duity; and thus the evils which the inequality | 
of our popular repreſentation is adapted to pro. 
duce, were at laſt drawn forth to actual exiſtence. 

The virtue of Parliament which! Had refiſted 
every effort of Violence, Was" foon relaxed By 
the ſkilful diſtribution of emolument. As fs 
lucrative intercourſe grew-Wabituil, their #hd&ht 
jealouſy of the Crown d. their report. 
bility: to that Public from whom they derived 
their exiſtence, Wecame an obſolete 
idea; and in ita ſtead, more oourtiy maxi A 
duty, better ſuited to the net object of Hir 
devotion, were eaſily introduced. At HR, 4 
Coalition'unknown'to the genuine Conſtitutibn 
took place; and Parhament, now diſengaged 
from the body of the nation; like the Senate bf 
Imperial Rome, meanly ſabmitred-to a 
ence on that power, whoſe erbachments it Was 
originally forined to prevent and control. 
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ancient freedom. During the earlier part of 
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Jo men of political ſagacity, it was not diffi. 
cult to diſcern: this change in our ſyſtem of 
Government. By them its rife and progreſs 
were diſtinctly marked, and its pernicious con- 
ſequences were fairly foretold. But the public, 
with a generous credulity, continued to hold 
Parliaments in that veneration which their former 
fidelity had ſo well deſerved. The forms of the 
Conſtitution, they ſaw,” were ſtill maintained; 
and the parade of debate till gave to that obſe- 
quious Aſſembly the air and ſemblance of its 


this period, the nation was too much dazzled 
with the ſplendour'of military glory, to remark 
the growing influence of the Crown. After. 
wards when the practice of corruption was 
avowed by the Miniſter himſelf, the diffatisfac- 
tion of the public was lulled into acquieſcence 
by. the flow of general wealth, and the mildneſs 


-_- Adminiſtration., The two firſt Princes of the 
| Hanoverian line bardly'kriew the extent of that 


authority which they had fo recently obtained. 
Their right to the throne was not admitted 
without diſpute ;-- and the depoſition of James, 


which had led: to their elevation, was an in- 


ſtructive leſſon which they could never forget. 
From theſe conſiderations, and from the natural 
goodneſs and moderation of thoſe Princes, they 
were content to exerciſe their authority with 

caution and lenity; never exceeding the limits 


of the law, and manifeſting on all occaſions a 


reſpectful 
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. 
Under their gracious and fortunate Adminiſtra- 
tion, the miſchiefs of corruption were happily 
palliated ; and hence, rational diſapprobation, 
and the apprehenſion of evil, yielded to the 
ſenſe of eaſe and actual proſperity. ; 

But thoſe popular maxims of Government, 
were leſs ſuitable to that ſituation of ſuperior 
power, to which their ſucceſſor attained. , He 
was born and bred @ Briton ; . and he had the for- 
tune to engage the affections of thoſe men, who, 
in apparent contradiction to their high monarchi- 
cal principles, had long endeavoured to depreſs 
his family ; but who at laſt forgetting the exiled 
Prince, transferred to him all the warmth of 
their zeal and attachment. He was aided by 
the acceſſion. of theſe natural partizans of the 
Crown, aud he was enriched by that augmenta · 
tion of patronage, which before the conciliation 
of his new friends, had been unwarily eſtabliſhed 
3 a balance to their, diſaffection. In theſe cir- 
cumſtances, inſtead of the condeſcenſion and 
cautious policy of the preceding reigns, Mini- 
ſters were encouraged to adopt, and enabled to 
realize more lofty ideas of Government. In 
their conception, it ceaſed to be neceſſary to 
conceal from the public eye, the full extent of 
the influence of the Crown, * by their inſtiga- 
tion, an open and W exerciſe of it 
mas reſolved. o. l 1e 

: 4149 
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A fit opportunity for difpfaying the plenitude 
"of power was quickly found. The popular 
principles, the Zeal, the intrepidity, perhaps the 
inciſcretion of 4 private geritleman, bad given 
dliſpleaſure, *Wheye it Wi wot dan gerous to 
| di leaſe. To afy reſentment there, Ile Com- 
; ons were ſolicited to punifh the offender ; and 
that i Aﬀeitibly could 00 P to oppreſs an already 
Injured individual, and in violation of the firſt 
and moſt important pri n of che Cone 

don, to exchtide him from lawful ſeat In Par 
lament. Dur th courſe of that Hino bd: 
ſeeution, England firſt betield a ſpeftade, which, 
Ff the See A toe kad been maintained 
in we oha eſentation, muſt have been 
for ever unſeen; 4 Houſe of Commons Afftrufted 
by the nation, and at Variance With it. Hence, 
28 thoſe Petitions 'of the People to the 
| 46 fl the treachery ' bf their Truſtees; 

150 to 


r Truſtees 10 the Freat and i in- 

uence of the roo But as the 

Minifter of the Sovereign wifely protected his 
auxiliary Commons from the mdignation of 
their G_— His Faithful Allies have fince 


feturned the obfigation, with all the zeal of gra- 
titude. The ſtudied conteinpt v ith which thoſe 
complaints were treated from the Throne, has 
been fully repaid in the Senate, by a more in- 
ſulting ne gde of thoſe Petitions, which were 
acknowledged to be juſt. The proofs of the 
aAbſolute aſcendant of the Crown, have thus been 

rendered 
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rendered complete and indiſputable; the dream 
of the independence of Parliament, ſo long and 
ſo fondly believed, is now a detected illuſion; 
and in conſequence of that diſcovery, diſcontenta 
have ariſen in the nation, which can only be 
ſuppreſſed . by. the uttex extinction of liberty, 
OR SATISEIED, BY. SOME SUBSTANTIAL. 
REFORMATION OF PARLIAMENT. May 
It would be injurious, from the preſent inac - 
tivity.of many of our .countrymen, to ſuppoſe 
they are not attached to the, cauſe, of liberty, 
with the ſame, generous ardour which diſtin- 
guiſhed their anceſtors, —The maſs, of the people. 
is yet untainted by corruption; it is till anima 
ted with equal ow, and enlightened, perhaps, 
with a ſuperior, knowledge of the true nature 
and end of Government. Their, integrity and 
their attachment to the conſtitution: may be re- 
lied on with, equal confidence. But the novelty - 
of their preſept ſituation, the difficulties. and dif- 
advantages of their controverſy with. the Crown, 
the repeated rejection of a, National Petition by. 
their own Repreſentatives, may well produce a 
pauſe of aſtoniſhment. In this anxious interval 
of ſuſpence and gradual recollection, it behoves 
the Agents of the People thoroughly to explore 
the ground before them; to. inquire from what 
cauſes their firſt effort has been, defeated; and. to 
conſider by what means the , obſtacles to their 
final ſucceſs may be beſt. removed, or moſt hap- 
ply ſurmounted. 2 


E & Þ - 

In this early ſtage of the conteſt, the people 
ſeem to have been foiled, not ſo much by the 
ſtrength of their opponents, as from their own 
inexperience and diſunion. The alliance between 
the Crown and a dependent Parliament, however 
. unnatural it may appear on the principles of the 
conſtitution, is yet too ſtrongly cemented by mu- 
tual benefits to be diſſolved by vague and deful. 
tory efforts; by Petitions eagerly adopted by the 
nation, but irreſolutely ſupported, and, at laſt, 
abandoned with puſillanimity, on a ſecond or a 
third repulſe. With the people there is an un- 
doubted ſuperiority of numbers ;—but in many 
diſtricts, the popular Aſſemblies, partly from im- 
providence, partly from a candid expectation of 
redreſs by Parliament, neglected to make thoſe 


neceſſary arrangements, without which they could 


neither co- operate with other petitioning bodies, 
nor give a continued ſupport to their petitions: 

and thus acting without ſteadineſs, without con- 
cert, and uniformity of plan, they have been baf- 
fled by the art and activity. the union and regu- 


larity of diſcipline, * Mercenaries of the 


Crown. 
It is by the weight of a Gm Aſſociation, 
in ſupport of ſome rational and ſpecific propoſal 
of redreſs, the body of the people muſt regain 
their loſt influence over their Truſtees. That 
meaſure alone can colle& and conſolidate their 
force, and give permanence and fyſtematical union 
to their — Experience has already ſhewn 


upon 
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upon a more limited ſcale, that Affociation'is a 


practicable meaſure ; and that it is a meaſure af 
unqueftionable legality appears from the ſpirit of our 
laws; from the expreſs right to preſent petitions 
to Parliament, which involves the right to join - 
in any peaceful mode for the more effectual ſup- 


port of thoſe petitions ; and from the acquieſ- 


cence and tacit confeſſion of the adverſe party 
themſelves. The application of this inherent 


power of the people may have been ſuſpended 


hitherto, by the real or ſuppoſed fidelity of Par. 
lament, But when can Aſſociations for obtain- 
ing a juſt attention to the complaints of the na- 


tion be neceſſary, if not, when Parliament i 
admits that alarming abuſes do actually exiſt, an 
yet refuſes to correct them? When that Aſſem- 


bly, in a moment of repentance, confeſſes the 
over-ruling influence of the Crown, and ſeems 


to invite the people, by a ſtrenuous-exertion of 


their conſtitutional powers, to remove thoſe - 
_— from which it wants the virtue to diſ- 


ge itſelf, 


" Under ſuch a perverſion of the ond for which 
Parliament was inſtituted, it would be {laviſh ti. 
midity to acquieſce and ſubmit. On the other 


hand, to meditate ſchemes of violence and forci- 
ble reſiſtance, would he fool-hardy raſhneſs and 


impetuoſity: it would even be unpardonable 


folly not to diſcourage ſeriouſly fuch ill-adviſed 
attempts. But they who are friends to the peace 


and to the liberty of their country, 3 
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By the timely. adoption of a legal and conſtitu- 
tional Aſſociation, the nation may be preſerved 
from the hazards and calamities of civil war, and 
from the more laſting and intolerable miſeries of 
arbitrary government. 


To perſons of a mild and cantious, character of 
virtue, the propriety of this mode of oppoſition 
may perhaps appear in ſome degree queſtionable. 


They ſee, not without concern for the Conſtitu- 
tion, its ſtrong and apparent tendency to deſtruc- 


tion; but they diſtruſt that eagerneſs of zeal, and 
that more hardy diſpoſition to ſerve. the public, 
which prompt men of warmer but perhaps leſs 
amiable diſpoſitions, to ſtand forth in the hour 


of danger. By the adherents of corruption theſe 
ſuſpicions are cheriſhed by every artiſice of mil. 


- repreſentation,; and if the end-propoſed by the 
people be juſt and neceſſary, if the means hitherto 


employed be unexceptionably lawful, future de- 


ſigns are but too ſucceſsfully imputed to them, 


which every wiſe and honeſt man muſt diſapprove, 
Hence the long neutrality of many liberal and 
worthy men! 3unk in a ſtate of inefficient repoſe, 
they ſlumber in the midſt of perils ; and under 
the ſpecious name of moderation, cover even from 
themſelves their langour and inactivity. On this 
large and important claſs of men the rectitude of 


Oppoſition to a corrupt ſyſtem of Government, 


may fail for a time to make a ſufficient impre{- 
ſion; but at lat dirc neceſſity, and the approach 
, of 
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of unavoidable diſtreſs, ma awake them from 


their dream of ſecurity. | 

At that moment, when the alarm of danger 
rouzes even the indolent ; when men of a mild 
and unenterprizing temper are ready to aſſociate 
in the common defence; then it is devoutly to 
be hoped, IHE FRIENDS OF THFIR COUN. 
TRY will have adjuſted their diſputes; and 
having ſettled their "Ia of public Reformation 
with prudetice, will be prepared to ſupport it 
with unanimity. Then it will behove the op- 
ponents of the undue influence of the Crown to 
unite their legal exertions, and to pour on, in 
one unbroken current, againſt the corruptions 
of our Government: For that moment will be 
deciſive of our fate. If the Collective Body be 
then miſled or divided in the purſuit of ſeparate 
or improper objects, their pacific efforts muſt be 
waſted once more in unconnected and unavail- 
ing ſtruggles. And in that caſe, it is eaſy to 
foreſee, that no future attempts to reſtore the 
Conſtitution by legal means, can have any ra- 
tional hope or proſpect of ſucceſs. | 

Among the active opponents of the undue } in- 
fluence of the Crown, the advocates for the 
oeconomical Reformation alone, compoſe a nu- 
merous, and in rank and figure, the moſt diſtin» 
guiſhed claſs. To recommend their palliative plan, 
they diſplay the miſchiefs of innovation, and 
treat propoſitions for the melioration of Parlia» 
ment. as ſpecious, but as impracticable *. 
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In their concęption, the improvement of the po- 
pular Repreſentation by any of thoſe alterations 
which other reformers have propoſed, is a ſpe- 
culative advantage almoſt impoſſible to be at. 
tained; and a ſhorter duration of Parliament is 
not only undeſirable, but poſitively evil. Inflead 
of attempting to correct the internal diſpoſition 
of Parliament to admit temptation, they would 
content themſelves with reducing that oſtenſible 
fund of corruption, which is externally applied 
with ſuch fatal ſucceſs. This, they contend, was 
the object of reformation which lately formed 
the true centre of union of the Engliſh people; 
in purſuit of Which exhortations to unanimity 
would have been altogether ſuperfluous and un- 
neceſſary. And they obſerve, not without a 
mixture of ſeverity, that if the nation had not 
been miſled by wild and viſionary ſchernes, theit 
diſcontents would have been ſoon appeaſed by 
the ſatisfactory redreſs of thoſe grievances which 


laint. 
n It muſt be confeſſed, che W on which the 
people commenced their oppoſition, -was choſen 
with propriety. They felt the hardſhips of an 
expenſive war; they faw glaring abuſes in the 
management of the public purſe; and the re- 
ee for the correction of thoſe abuſes was 
founded on principles which the Friend to Li- 
berty muſt approve, and which even the advo- 
. Cate for war could not contradict. But if that 


patronage 
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patronage which forms the viſible influence of 
the Crown had been abridged in the moſt inde-' 
fenſible inſtances, without @ radical Reformation of 
Parliament, the practice of corruption would ſtill 
have been carried on to as great an extent as 
ever, only perhaps in a more dangerous and 
degrading mode. The means of ſeduction are 
in the hands of Miniſters, to be applied at their 
diſcretion; and ſelf · preſervation would have 
taught them the proper application of thoſe 
means. Who can ſuppoſe, loan of money would 
not have been. contracted on terms ſtill more 
groſsly diſadvantageous to the nation; and the 
loſs of ſinecure places and unmerited penſions 
would not have been compenſated by ſhares of 
beneficial ſubſcriptions, in an adequate proportion? 
or, if the Miniſter had choſen to vary his mode 
of gratification, what could have hindered the 
immediate increaſe of the Secret Service Money? 
or the augmentation of the Royal Debts, incurred 
1. to any amount which might be neceflary, and 
ſure to be diſcharged, without examination, by 
1 2 grateful Parliament? 
n When a Senate, chiefly nominated by venal 
in or dependent Electors, has received the taint of 
he corruption, it wants that corrective principle 
e. which might throw off the infection, and reſtore 
48 its original purity - the controul of honeſt and 
1 uninfluenced Conſtituents. In ſuch an Aſſem- 
Th bly, acceptance frequently repeated wears off the 
at ſenſations of ſhame and remoxſe; the guy 
ge ſp nd Aa2 
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habit of receiving gradually creates a demand 
that muſt be ſatisfied; and thus CORRUPTION 
becomes at laſt the avowed principle of Govern- 
ment. In this ſtage of political depravity, a 
Parliament accuſtomed to proſtitution may be 
induced to embrace the moſt pernicious mea- 
ſures of a bad but prodigal Adminiſtration, with 
as much warmth, as it would reject the beſt and 
wiſeſt plans of that honeſt Stateſman who ſhould 
ſcorn the ſupport of pecuniary influence. This 
is the conſummation of a corrupt ſyſtem of 
Government, which evidently contains the ſeeds 
of diflolution. Ruin is its natural tendency, 
and muſt be its certain conſequence, unleſs by 
an amended Repreſentation in Parliament, he 
due controul of the Conſtitution be reſtored to 
the Body of the People. 

Events had almoſt verified the truth of this 


ſpeculation, when the increaſing influence of - 


the Crown alarmed the fears and excited the 
oppolition of the country. At that moment, 
without previous concert or communication, a PLAN 
for the better ſecurity of the independence of 
Parliament, &c. was announced in the Houſe of 
Commons. The views of that Bill were nearly 
coincident with thoſe by which the people meant 
to regulate their propoſed Petition; and it is 
acknowledged with due reſpect to its celebrated 
Author, that it was happily. calculated to facili- 

tate the wiſhes then expreſſed by the public. It 
| 2 could be expected that a Senator yet un- 
certain 
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certain of the popular ſupport, however diſtin- 
guiſhed by zeal and abilities, ſhould offer a more 
extenſive Plan of Redreſs. But when the peo- 
ple, diſtruſting their Repreſentatives, ſought 
protection, againſt the over-bearing influence of 
the Crown, in legal Aſſociation, and in the re- 
formation of Parliament, it was then as little to 
be expected that the popular Agents ſhould ſtop 
ſhort, and recommend, as the object of union, 
that oeconomical ſyſtem which is certainly in- 
adequate to the efforts and expectations of the 
Collective Body. That conduct would have 
been a contradiction to the 5 intimation of their 


. purpoſe, and to all their ſubſequent proceedings; 


it would have been treachery to themſelves, and 
to thoſe by whom they were appointed to act; 
and it would have forfeited their claim to any 
ſhare of the public confidence, as diſintereſted 
and independent men. Miſrepreſentation, in 
language alike injurious to the Leaders of Op- 
poſition, and to the popular Agents, would have 
irrecoverably blaſted the Public Cauſe, as a de- 
vice cunningly contrived by diſappointed Stateſ- 
men, and their factious adherents. And thus, 
in purſuit of unanimity on that ground, diſtruſt 
and jealouſy would have been ſtill more widely 
ſpread, and the Aſſociations of the people, in- 
ſtead of being more cloſely cemented, would 
have been divided and broken up * an irre- 


aa 3 Men 


L 370 ] 

Men converſant in the buſineſs of Parliament 
may have regretted that à more cautious policy 
did not reſtrain the zeal of the Aſſociations to 
the correction of official abuſes ; and the Aſſo- 
ciations in their turn may have lamented that 

more vigorous counſels did nat determine their 
Parliamentary friends to adopt thoſe primary 
object of the popular plan, which alone can give 
efficacy or ſtability to the oeconomical Reforma. 
tion. Theſe are the unavoidable differences, not 
the faults, of public men, acting with integrity, 
but without mutual intelligence in circumſtances 
which are in a great meaſure new to the moſt 
extenſive obſervation. But ſince late experience 

| has ſtill more clearly proved the utter degeneracy 
of Parliament, and conſequently the diſtruſt of 
the people has been increaſed and confirmed, a 
more effectual reformation may now appear evi- 
dently neceſſary even to the former friends of 
palliative meaſures, And fince a divided 
fition to the Crown cannot accompliſh a due 
reduction of its alarming power; and no con- 
ſiderable body of the people can ever be in- 
du ed to unite in a ſteady defence of the com- 
mon liberties, bu* on the ground of Parliamentary 
Reformation ; it ſurely may be hoped from the 

virtue and public ſpirit of thoſe honoured per- 
ſons that their Coalition with the people on that 

nd is not a diſtant event. 

. It is not ſurpriſing that even among the de- 

clared friends to a Reformation of Parliament, 
a 
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a conſiderable variation of ſentiment ſhould be 


found, and different ſyſtems of conſtitutional 
improvement ſhould appear to different minds 
to deſerve the preference; for on this or on any 
ſubject, who can expect an exact coincidence of 
judgment, in in ſuch a multitude of —_— 
men? 

That the repreſentation of the people is ex- 
tremely inadequate; ; that the ſeptennial dura- 
tion of Parliament is a dangerous and unwar- 
rantable innovation; that corruption cannot be 
reſtrained ; that our liberties cannot be ſecured 
but by the correction of thoſe groſs abuſes :— 


theſe are propoſitions in which there is a moſt 


unanimous agreement. But whether the people 


| ſhould attempt to reſtore annual Parliaments; 
to extend the right of ſuffrage univerſally ; and 


to eſtabliſh a perfe& equality of repreſentation; 


or, whether it does not behove them rather to 
confine their efforts to the accompliſhment of a 


more limited plan; to ſhorten the duration of 
Parliaments to a term not exceeding three years, 
and to reinforce the ſound part of our repreſen- 
tation by the addition of one hundred Members 
to the counties and the metropolis : Theſe are 
queſtions which for ſome time were the ſubject 


of frequent diſcuſſion and much anxious deli- 


beration ; but not more than their i importance 

to the public well deſerved. 
On behalf of the more extenſive plan, much 
was urged on the true principles of Government 
„„ with 
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with indefatigable zeal; and the conſiderations 
which could be drawn from the natural rights 
of Men and the ancient privileges of Engliſhmen 
were preſented in every form of argument, with 
equal induſtry and ability, It is indiſputably 
true, that annual elections of. Parliament were 
from the earlieſt times the practice of our fore- 
fathers: And frequency of election in a ſtate of 
Repreſentation not eſſentially defetive, would tend 
ſtrongly to maintain a due connection between 
the Conſtituent Body and their Truſtees ; it 
would diffuſe a more general knowledge of the 
importance of that right; and the attachment 
to our happy Conſtitution would be more ſin- 
cere and general, as its privileges were more ex- 
tended and better underſtood. That mankind 
are naturally equal, is alſo a propoſition which 
cannot be denied; and although wherever So- 
ciety is eſtabliſhed, the introduction of inequa- 
lity in ſome reſpects, is unavoidable, yet every 
humane and equitable mind muſt ditapprove 
invidious exclulions, by which that inequality 
is unneceſſarily increaſed. The right of ſuflrage, 
though not univerſally, was more extenſively 
enjoyed by our anceſtors before the reign of 
Henry VI. than in the ſucceeding period : And 
if the manners and prejudices of the preſent age 
could admit the re/toration of that privilege in its 
fulleſt extent, with an annual choice of Repreſenta- 
tives, the advocates for the more moderate plan 


, would rejoice at the change. 
- The 
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The diverſity of ſentiment, therefore, which 
has in ſome meaſure retarded the union of the 
people, ar aroſe, not from a difference of political 
principles; for in them there is an entire agree- 
ment, but ſolely from conſiderations of a pru- 
dential nature. The queſtions in debate have 
been, not, whether thoſe doctrines be maintains» 
able in argument, for it is admitted they are; 
but whether it be probable in the preſent ſtate 
of the nation, that thoſe doctrines in their full 
extent, are reducible to practice ?—And if it be 
highly improbable, that a reformation on that 
extenſive plan could be carried into execution, 
whether it be not expedient that the people 
wave ſomewhat of their juſtifiable claims, and 
content themſelves with that mode of redreſs 
which is 4% complete in theory, but which appears 
more eafily attainable by peaceful means, and when 
attained, fully adequate to the purpoſe of their 
oppoſition ? 

On the one hand it was obſerved, that an ar- 
my, as dangerous to the Conſtitution by the 
weight of influence as by its military proweſs, 
is now become an eſtabliſhed augmentation of 
the Royal Power; that an immenſe national 
debt, with its concomitant train of taxes, con- 
tracts, ſubſcriptions, creates another abundant 
ſource of influence unknown to our anceſtors ; 
that a large acceſſion of patronage has accrued 
to the Crown from the Eaſt Indian territories, 
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and the other numerous ſettlements of the Bri- 
tiſh Empire; ; that Parliament itſelf, ſeduced by 
- thoſe multiplied attractions, has become but too 
Viſibly dependent on the Crown; that if this 
great aggregate of power ſhould receive any 
material augmentation, it would be impoſlible 
by any union which could be formed, to re- 
cover the balance of the Conſtitution ; and 
conſequently, although this ought not to inti- 
midate but rather to excite the people inſtantly 
to concert the lawful means of that recovery, 
yet fince the power to be oppoſed is truly for. 
midable, and a defeat would be fatal to all ſuc. 
ceeding generations, that it behoves them to 
roceed with caution equal to their fortitude, 
t was farther obſerved, that while the adher. 
ents of corruption would alike brand with the 
odious name of innovations, the improvements 
held out by each of the popular plans, however 
authoriſed they may be by former example, or 
juflified by reaſon and the neceſſity of reforma- 
tion, the more extenſive ſyſtem propato g an aboli- 
tion of all our preſent election nchiſes, and a 
diſtribution of thoſe franchiſes anew in a differ- 
ent proportion, would probably appear injuri- 
ous alſo to a multitude of electors, who yet 
would zealouſly ſupport the mare moderate plan 
for reſtoring the Conſtitution ; that this total 
departure from the preſent eſtabliſhment of the 
Lower Houſe of Parliament, even where private 


Intereſt was not materially affected, would alien- 
ate 


＋ 2 E. a of —_ —_ Abc ms ea -.i.iqne.c.cc.-.q. 


ws I 


ate many by the magnitude of the 
and more perhaps by its contrariety to * 
ners of the age; that it would offend the pride 
of the wealthy ; excite the fears of the moder- 
ate; and ſhock the prejudices of men unac- 
cuſtomed to political ſpeculation; and conſe- 
quently that to contend with the Crown aon 
this difadvantageous ground, would be to ex- 
poſe the liberties of the nation to almoſt certain 
ruin, by ſtruggling to communicate the election- 
franchiſe to perſuns ho too ſeldom know. the 
value of it, or expreſs a wiſh to obtain it. 
On the other hand it was conſidered, that al- 
though the more moderate plan would enlarge the 
Houſe of Commons, yet it would leave the pre- 
ſent fabric untouched ; would preſerve the fran- 
chiſes of the whole maſs of electors undiminiſhed; 
and in every reſpect would be leſs remote from 
the habits and practice of the age. That by the 
addition of at leaſt ane hundred Members to the 
repreſentation of the counties and the metropo- 
lis, their inferiority to the boroughs would be, 
in a great meaſure, redreſſed, and the advantage 
of thoſe electors who conſtitute the bulk of the 
nation would be promoted, without i injury, and 


with little ſenſible inconvenience to any o 


claſs of conſtituents; that although annual Par- 
liaments certainly were not excluded by the more 
limited propoial, yet in fact its immediate aim 
was the repeal of the ſeptennial Bill; which 


deing confellegly a temporary expedient, utterly 


repugnant 
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repugnant to the ſpirit of the Conſtitution, how. 


ever excuſable from the neceſſity of thoſe times, 
would probably be now obtained with leſs diffi. 
culty than annual Parliaments ; and might pro- 
perly be conſidered as the beſt preparatory mea- 
ſure to their acquiſition, and-conſequently that 
in all theſe reſpects the preference, in the view 
of feaſibility, was evidently due to the more li- 
mited plan. 

| In regard of efficacy, the more extenſive ſcheme 
might indeed claim the priority of choice, if, 
under the preſent circumſtances of the nation, 
the eſtabliſhment of it could be accompliſhed. — 
But what is the ſuperior efficacy of an impracti- 
cable fyſtem? The praiſe, and perhaps the wiſh, 
of the rational patriot, but not the end of his 
political labours; for they will ever be directed 
to that beſt and moſt beneficial plan, which, in 
given circumſtances, can be attained, It is the 
juſt complaint of the nation, that a corrupt ma- 
jority of Burgeſſes may be gained to ſupport the 
moſt pernicious meaſures againſt the ſenſe of the 
incorrupt part of the Legiſlature, and the wiſhes 
of the public ; with this aggravation of the evil, 
that the poſſibility of relief by popular interfer. 
ence is protracted by a ſeptennial duration of 
Parliament. To theſe fundamental abuſes the re- 
peal of the ſeptennial Bill, and the addition of 
one hundred Members to the counties, &c. as a 
balance to the boroughs, would be a ſub/tantial 
correction. Under this amended repreſentation, 


purged 
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urged from every viſible taint of undue influ- 
ence, and ſubject to the more frequent controul 
of the natiori by elections at an interval never 
exceeding three years, the whole ſyſtem of cor= 
ruption would be overturned, and the Conſtitu- 
tion would acquire a degree of permanent ſecu- 
rity, which it never attained in any, preceding 
perioc. 

By conſiderations like theſe, the people were 
induced to frame their Aſſociations on this more 
limited ground; and, as it then ſeemed reaſon- 
able to conclude, ſo recent experience has now 
moſt manifeſtly proved that their plan was not 
too narrow for the views and expectations of 
their countrymen. With ſome exceptions, of 
no great moment, theſe principles have been 
adopted or improved by every Aſſociated Body, 
and confirmed by a General Deputation from 
the reſpective Committees. Theſe principles 
have alſo received the declared approbation of 
Senators in each Houſe, whoſe wiſdom, integrity, 
and public ſpirit, are at once the honour and re- 
proach of thoſe Aſſemblies. 

A bill on the more enlarged plan was indeed of- 
fered to the Lords by a Nobleman of the firſt 
rank and reputation“; and the motion was re- 
corded on their journal as a ſolemn recognition 
of thoſe principles. But no Aſſociation has been 
formed on that ground, becauſe in the popular 

apprehenſion 


His Grace the Duke of Richmond. 


| 
E 


C03 
apprehenfion even that weighty recommenda- 
tion could not compenſate the great and perhaps 


inſurmountable difficulties of the meaſure. But 


when the people had thus deciſively given their 
preference to the more limited plan, their noble 


advocate, far from preſſing them with the per- 


tinacity of diſputation to recohſider and accept 


his favoured ſyſtem, generouſly laboured in 


concert with an illuſtrious friendſ to accompliſh 
à general coalition on the ground of their Aſſo- 
ciation. This was the wiſdom of judicious 
Stateſmen— this was the magnanimity of true 
patriots. Their virtuous, though hitherto una- 
vailing efforts will be remembered with laſting 
gratitude and veneration; and in their zealous 
aſſiſtance on every future emergency, the truſt 
and confidence of the nation will be repoſed. 
The Committee of Aſſociation for the County 


| of York have once more prefumed thus freely 


to communicate to their fellow-eleQors their 
ſentiments on the decline of the Conſtitution, and 
the means of its reſtoration. From this ſurvey of 
the various plans of reformation which have 
been offered to the people, their choice ſeems 
wiſely to have been fixed on that ſyſtem in 
which efficacy and practicability me moſt advan- 
tageouſly combined; and in the judgment of 
this Committee, if that SUBSTANTIAL RE- 
DRESS cannot be obtained, the - formalities: of 

| | an 


+ The Right Honourable the Earl of Shelburne. 
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an Upper and a Lower Aſſembly may ſtill be 
continued, but the liberty of Britain muſt ſoon 
be no more. When the nation has loſt the or- 
dinary controul of the Conſtitution over the Re. 
preſentative Body; when, notwithſtanding their 
repeated complaints, alarming abuſes are pro- 
teted and increaſed, and meaſures deftructive 
to the common weal are ſupported and puſhed 
on by that Aſſembly, the neceffity for /ome papu- 
lar interference, in à leſs ordinary way, becomes 
apparent and inconteſtible. To rectify a diſor- 
dered Legiſlature muſt indeed be a work of the 
greateſt toil and difficulty; but there is yet in 
the independent part of the community a fund 
of vigour adequate to the taſk; and the ancient 
ſpirit of the Conftitution ſtill affords unexhauſted 
reſources to the people, for à lawful, orderly; 
and effectual interpoſition. Peaceful Aſſociation 
is the lawful mode adopted by this Committee, 
in concert with many of their countrymen z 
and, by a ſteady proſecution of the more moderate 
plan for the reformation of Parliament in this mode, 
they ſtill truſt the Conſtituent Body may regain 
its aſcendant over the Repreſentative Aſſembly. 
Far, therefore, from wiſhing to promote confu- 
ſion, or to prompt their fellow-citizens to deeds 
of violence and deſperation, they exhort them, 
with conſcientious ſincerity, to confine their ef- 
forts within the bounds of legality, But within 
thoſe limits they exhort them, with equal ear- 
& neſtneſs, 
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neſtneſs, reſolutely to oppoſe that ſyſtem of cor. 


ruption which is alike the bane of national mo- 
rality, and the ruin of public liberty. 

With theſe views the Committee of Yorkſhire 
firſt embarked in this cauſe; in ſtrict conformity 
with them they have hitherto proceeded, and 
are determined to regylate their whole political 
deportment. They have been menaced by High 
Authority ; they have been defamed by Reverend 
Calumny ; but conſcious of the purity of their 
intentions, certain of the legality of their con- 
duct, they chearfully commit their reputation to 


the juſtice of their countrymen, AND THEIR 


PERSONAL SAFETY TO THE PROTEC. 
TION. OF HOSE LAWS WHICH CANNOT 


BE INFRINGED, WITHOUT A DIRECT AS« 


SUMPTION OF DESPOTIC POWER. 


Paper XVII. 


ra 


© Paber W 
A State of 4 Aſſociated Counties, r. and the. 
Objects of their reſpettive Aſſociations. 


Yorkſhire, On the three following pro- 
poſitions, 'viz. In ſupport of 

| the geconomical Petition.— 
2. Of a Bill for the addition of 
| at leaſt one hundred county 

- Members.——3. Of a Bill for 


ſhortening the duration of Par- 
liament to a term not exceed- 
7g ing three years. 
Eßer, On the ſame — - 
Somerſetſhire, Ditto. 


urrey, Ditto. 
Buckinghamſhire, Ditto. 
Devonſhire, - Ditto. 
Middleſex, Ditto. 
City of London, Ditto Committee nowdiſſolved 
Hertfordſhire, On the firſt propoſition. —Re- 
ſolve in favour of the ſecond 
and third, 
8 d | eker, 


„ This State is ſuppoſed to be exact: but it is poſſible that 
ſome omiffions or unintentional miſtakes may have happened in it. 
It was publiſhed ſoon after the Meeting of the Committee of Aſſo. 
dation of the county of York, on the 25th of October, 1982. 
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Dor ſerſbire, On the firſt propoſition. In. 
their Members on the 
cond and third. 
Wefmin/ter, On the firſt and ſecond propos 
j tions, and generally in fayour 
of 2 the duration of 
Parliament. 


* The under-mentjoned, Counties, although nat 
actually aſſociated, have adopted 82 
ing mea E in favour. of the objecti of the 
Yor Aſſociation, at their reſpective 
Public —— 


Huntingdonſbire, „ Reſolys. i in favour of an * 


p | Repreſentat on. 
Gloucefterſhire, Reſolve in favour of ſhort Par- 
1 lia ments, and an equal Repre, 
ſentation, _ 

Suſſex, Reſolve in fayour of the oeco- 
nomical Reform, ſhort, Parlia- 
ments, and an equal Repreſen- 
tation. Committee authoriſed 
to draw up a Form of Aſſocia- 

2 3 tion, if Judged neceſſary. 

Kent, Reſolve in, favour of the three 
7. propoſitions of the Yorkſhire 
F Afﬀociati 

Bedfordfbire, Reſolve 1 in favour of the third 
propoſition, of the Yorkſhire 
Aflociation.—Committee au- 

thoriſed 


Ca 4 | 
thoriſed to draw up a Form of 
Aſociation, ifjudged un 
Berkſhire, , Reaſolve in favour of the firſt and 
third propoſitions in Yorkſhire 
and of anequal Repreſentation, 


* 
* _ * _ 


Petitioning Bodies who /ent Delegates to the Ge- 
neral Deputation beld in London in 1780." = 


Counties of York, Surry, Middleſex, Suſſex, 
Glouceſter, Hertford, Kent, Huntingdon, Dorſet, 
Bucks, Cheſter, Devon, Eſſex, Somerſet, — 
Northampton; Cities of London, Weſt min 


and Glouceſter; and the towns of Newca 


and Nottingham. 


# 
_— OI” a — — * 


Aﬀociated Bodies who ſent Delegates to the Ge- 
neral Deputation held in London in 1781. 


Counties of Middleſex, Hertford, Dn Sure 
ry, Kent, . m, York, Eſſex, 


and nd Cities of Wake aud Weſtminſter. 
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Paper 1 L - 


Proceedings at a' Second Mectitg of mne 
appointed by the ſeveral Petitioning or Aſſoci- 


ated Bodies in the Kingdom, for carrying into 
execution” the declared purpoſes of the ſeveral 
Meetings, by whom they were deputed ; held at 
the New Common Council-Chamber, Guild. 
Fall, London, on the 3d day of March, 1781. 


PRESENT, 


89 


Rev. C. Wyvill Lord Viſe. Mabon 
Mr. Shore , * © Yorkſhire Mr. Charles Robinſon Kent 
Sir James Norcliffe cn Rev. Edm. Marſhall 
Sir F. Vincent well Rev. Dr. Rycroft JI 
Mr. Budgen - Mr, Chicheſter 2 Devon» 
Mr. Trecothick Surrey Mr. Hamlyn ſhire 
Mr. Nicholls Mx. B. Croſby ) ,,...? 
Mr. Day Mr. Wilkes 
Mr. Jennings | Herts MrSawbridge ) wen | or 
Mr. Baker Mr.R. Holder "my 
Dr. Jebb Huntingdon Mr. S. Thorp — London 
* Mr. Townſend Middle. Mr. J. Sharp 4 

| Rev, Robt. Bromley FT An. F. Kemp) ©* | 
Mr. Bellas Hon. C. J. Fox 
— r s Hon. R. Fitzpatrick 

- Mr. R. M. T. Chiſwe Lieut. Gen.Burgoync ; 
Mr. Baker Eſſex Mr. Brett 20 2 ” 
Mr. Brand Hollis Mr. Sheridan 

. Redman Mr. Scott 


Mr. John Churchill 
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Reſolved, That the Rev. C. Wyvill be Chair 
man of this Meetin 

Reſolved, That thi votes. of this Aſſembly be 
taken by Deputation. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of this 
Meeting be returned to the Common Council 
of the city of London, for the diſtinguiſhed fa- 
vour .of the uſe of. the new Conimon'Council- 
Chamber, to deliberate on. the means of carrying 
into execution the declared purpoſes of our 
Meetings. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That application be 
made to Parliament, during the preſent ſeſſions, 
for correcting the groſs abuſes in the expendi- 
ture of public money, and for reducing the in- 
creaſed and increaſing influence of the Crown, 
which pught to be diminiſned. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That this, Aſſembly 
will, at their next Meeting, take into conſidera- 
tion the proper mode = = the — 
Reſolition in into effect. 


ATES 


this day ä at twelve 5 Ar — 8 


C. WYVILL. 


i Fy 
- 


233 | Paull. 
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Proceedings. at -4 Second ad Reis of Deputics, 
appointed by the ſeveral Petitioning and Aſſoci- 
ated Bodies, beld at the New Common Coun - 
cil Chamber, Guild-Hall, London, on the 10th 
=" OP . a 


* 
I 


PRESENT, 


ray . 
r. Shore 
Sir James Norcliffe 


Sir F. Vincent 


Mr. Torneo 7 Mr. A. F. Zet 


Rev. Robert Bromley T Middleſex Hon. C. J. Fox 

Mr. Bellas Earl of Effingham 

Sir „ N. 0 _ * —— 

Mr. R. M we ut n. Bu 

Mr. Baker Eſſex Mr. Windham OY { — 
Mr. Brand Hollis Mr. Brett 

Mr. Redman - Mr. Sheridan 

Lord Viſc. Mahon 


Rev. Edm. Marſhall 


r, Scott 
Mr. Robinſan ON Mg. Churchill 4 
Rev. Dr. Rycroft 


Reſolved, 


Reſolved unanimouſly, That a Petition to the 
Houſe of Commons will be xhe proper mode of 
applying to Parliament for correcting the groſs 
abuſes in the expentiituxe ol public mne aud 
for reducing the 2 and 3 
ence of the Or 

Reſolved they "That a Comm 
appointed to form and report to b . * 
on the 17th of March, a Petition 1 in 
its prayer the people 
preſented to the Houſe of Commons in the laſt 
ſeſſions of Parliament. 4 | 

Reſolved unanimou fly, That the Committee 
conſiſtof one Member from each CIO 
to Be choſen by the' tive I 

Reſ@lved unanimoully, * the (Baiba 
be requeſted to communicate o the Ohtirman 
of he Committees of the ſeveral Petitioning 
countifs, cities, "Wh botoughs, in this kingdom, 
the proceedings of this Meeting 

Reſolved, That this Meeting be adjourned til 


F 
TIRE Co TVI. 
- The Comnine pines is ene 
of the fecond Reſolution was, 10 
be S 'Þ FIR FI bs 8 5 
icholls Lord Viſcount Mahon 
1 Baker Sir George Yonge 
2 —— 


E 
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Proceedings « at a Second 3 of Deputdes 
appointed by the ſeveral Petitioning er Aſſoci- 
ated Bodies, held at the St. Alban's- Tavern, 
n 170 * CA 1781. | 


PRES TY 
Rev. C. Wyvill * Sir R. Smyth, Bart. 
Mr. Shore Yorkſhire Mr. Chiſwell 
Sir * Norcliſſe 8 Mr. Baker 
Sir F. Vincent Mr. Hollis ö 
Mr. Budgen Surrey Mr. Redman 
Mr. Nicholls Hon. Col. Fitzpatrick 
Mr. Jennings Hertfordſhire Mr. Sberidan 
Dr Jebb oyne - / > 


Huntingdonſhire General Bur 
Mr. Townſend ' | Mr. Churchill 
Rev. Rob, Bromley anne Brett 
Mr. Bellas nie 


A Petition to o Parliament having been Ae 
by the Gommittee, and read to this Meeting, 

Reſolyed unanimouſly, That the Petition which 
has now been read be approved by this Meeting. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Petition be 
3 and laid before this Meeting, for ſign- 


ing 
a The Petition being exady the fame as that cod in the 


Report by the Yorkſhire Deputies, is therefore omitted. See 
VI. Paper VIII. page 334+ 


A — 


adjourned to March 24, ne IK 
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ing on Monday the 19th: of March, 1781, at 
twelve o'clock. - 5 

Reſolved unanimouſiy, That the Chairman, 
Sir F. Vincent and Sir R. Smyth, be deputed, 
from this Meeting, to wait on Sir Geo. Savile, 
to requeſt him to preſent the Petition to the 
Houſe of Commons. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Chairman, 
Sir F. Vincent and Sir R. Smyth, be deputed to 
wait on Mr. Dunning, and to requeſt him to 
ſecond Sir George Savile. 

e to Monday the 19th. 

| C. WYVILL. 


— —— ———- jþ 
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N st. Alsan's Tavzax, March 19, 11. 


AT a Meeting of the Deputies, &c. their Peti- 
tion to Parliament was ſigned, and the * 


5 
2 


Paper IV. 


— — — > 


t e 


| Hp rv. 

Proceedings tt 4 Sekvtid Mei: of am 
*apPaintted by the 1 rh ng or Afloci- 
ated Bodies, held at the St. Alban's TO; 

; SS oy CR "Oe: , — 122 

ee ag 4 ts, 41 * 

: CO 8 22848. T 
| 63 20 | Lt 
N PRESENT, 

Rev. C. Wyvill Mr. Chiſwell 

Mr. Shore Yorkſhire Mr. Baker ET 

Sir james Norcliffe Mr. Hollis er 

Sir E. Vincent 

Mr. Budgen 

Mr. . 

Kr Phipps, 7 — 

Mr. — I e | 


Rev, Rob, 5 1B | 
2 [ace rigs Fo 


The Chairman having informed the Meeting 
that, 

Sir George Savile conceives that the Petition 
from certain gentlemen of the counties of York, 
Eſſex, Surrey, Middleſex, &c. is to be by him 
preſented to the Houſe of Commons, from thoſe 
gentlemen, as Freeholders of the ſaid counties, 
who do ſt in this inſtance act as Deputies, but 

who 
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who petition, in the uſual Parliamentary form,. 
on behalf of themſelves and others, Freeholders 
of their reſpective counties, who joined with the 
faid Petitioners in the former Petitions to Par- 


Tt was reſolved unanimoully, That Sir Geo. 
Savile hath perfectly underſtood” the feriſe in 
which the faid Petition was drawn up and is 
meant to be preſented to Parliament. 

Reſolved, That the Parliamentary Repreſen - 
tation of this kingdom is extremely inadequate. 

Reſolved, That extenſive public evils have 
been produced by the groſs inadequacy in the 
Repreſentation of the People in Parliament. 


Reſolved, That the addition of at leaſt one 


hundred Members to the Houſe of. Commons, 
to be choſen in à due proportion in the different 
counties of the kingdom of Great · Britain, would 
be a meafure tending ſtrongly to correct chat 
groſs inzdequacy and the extenſive public evils 


arifitty from it. det 
Adjourned to March yr, 18 rt. 
Paper V. 


. 


Paper V. 
Proceedings at a Second Meeting if Deputtes, 
appointed by the ſeveral Petitioning or Aſſoci- 
_ ated Bodies, held at the St. Alban's Tavern, 
en the Lk Cab Baue | 


4 —_— PR 


— , 5 PRESENT, | 

Rev. G. Wyvill _ Lord Mahon - 8 
Mr. Shore vorkſhire Dr. Rycroft Kent 
Sir James Norcliffe Re. Edmund Marſhall 19200 
Sic F. Vincedt + 0 - + Mr. Chicheſter, ' , }Devon« 
Mr. Trecothick Surrey Mr. Hamiyn ; ſhire 
More +. Hh | Dr. Joby 7 Huntingdoaſbire 

r. Townſen ollis 
Ker Roben Bromley renne nun. Wien e 


1 Col. Fitzpatrick. | Weſtminſter 


1 motion having * made and ſeconded re- 


ſpecting the disfranchiſement of 3 
boroughs, upon an adequate ö 

made to the ſatisfaction of the proprietors thereof, 
and at their option and not otherwiſe; upon due 


and mature deſiberation, the Meeting being not 


diſpoſed to come to any determination on the 

ſubject, the propoſition was withdrawn with the 

conſent of the Meeting. 
Adjourned to April 7, 1781. 

„ C. WyrYVIIL, 


Paper VI. 


3M wn oc cc a. ..o 


8 


* or " 
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t e 1 
en Paper VI. 


ISS at. a Second Meeting of Deputics, 
appointed by the ſeveral Petitioning or Aſſoci- 
ated Bodies, held at the St. Alban's Tavern, 
on the 7th day of April, 1781. 


— — — — - 

PRESENT, 
Rev. C. Wyvill Sir F. Vincent J 
Mr. Shore Yorkſhire Mr. Trecothick 8 
Sir James Norcliffe Mr. Nicholls 88 
Lord Mahon | Mr. Budgen 
Dr. Rycroft wine Mr. Jenni Herts 
Mr. Marſhall | Rev. Rob. ; > "Ms 
Sir R. Smyth gu Mr. Townſend Middleſex 
Mr. Hollis Eſſex Mr. Bellas 
Mr. Chiſwell * Col: Fitzpatrick eſtminſter 


Dr. Jebb Huntingdonſhire LordE.Bentinck Nottinghamſhire 


Mr. Chicheſter Devonſhire 


Reſolved, That the Bill enacting the ſepten- 
nial duration of Parliaments, (however expedi- 
ent it might have been rendered by the circum- 
ſtances of the times) was a violation of the rights 
of the people, by which the Conſtitutional con- 
nexion between the Conſtituent Body and their 
Repreſentatives has been impaired, and Parlia- 
ment has been expoſed to great and unconſtitu- 
tional influence. 

Reſolved, That when by the peaceful and 1 
gal efforts of the people, a more frugal manage · 

ment 
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ment of the public ue and a more adequate 
Repreſentation in Parliament, ſhall have been 
obtained, the repeal-of the ſeptennial Bill would 
form a ſtrong barrier againſt the inroads of Par. 
kamentary corruption, and the Re influ. 
ence of the. Crown. 


> Adjourned'to April 21. LG. es | 


| Paper VII. 
Proceedings at a Second Meeting of bert 


appointed by the ſeveral Petitioning or Aſſoci- 
ated Bodies, held at the St. Alban's Tavern, 


on ibe 2. day of April, den 

Rex. C. W - Row. » | Middleſex 

Mr. Shore "_ Yorkſhire Mr. . Rb. Bromley E. 

Sir — — — 22 Mr. Redman Eden 
Trecothick Surrey Lord Mahon - 


. 5 2 


Reſolved, That the thanks of this Meeting be 
given to the Rev. Chriſtopher Wen the Chair- 
man of this M Meeting. 

. as | Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That one thouſand copies of the 
Reſolutions of this Meeting be printed in the 


manner they were laſt year; and that the Re- 


ſolutions thereof be communicated to the re- 
F TT 
Reſolved, That this Meeting be diſſolved. 


. * ” 
" of "_ 9 
% 
_ * * 


: 
* ww LES © - - * - $Liws - - 


t The ſeveral Reſolutions reſpecting the Re- 


preſentation of the people, and ſhortening the 


duration of Parliaments, in the th and 6th 
Papers of this Number, were objected to, on 
the ground of the inexpediency of advancing 
theſe propoſitions at this time; and the previous 
queſtions Fg, put on each, motion for thoſe 
Reſolutions, the ſaid previous queſtions paſſed 
in che negativ. | 


þ # | 


— — 


NUMBER VIII. 
2 f = | : 


Paper Be 4 
Reſolutions at a Meeting of the Sub-Committee 


of Aſſociation of the County of York, on the 
14th of December, 178 1. 


— —ñ n⸗K — 
Pd = 
k 


PRESENT, 


The Rev. WILLIAM MASON, Chairman. 
Mr. Croft | Rev, Luke Yarker 
Rev. Robert Croft Mr. Weddell 


Reſolved, That the following letter be ſent 
by the Chairman to the Rev. C. Wyvill. 


Rev. Sir, 
THE Sub-Committee have met 


. this day to conſider of what ought to be done 


in regard of the preſent ſituation of public affairs; 

but as Wedneſday laſt was the day fixed for the 
conſideration of the Supply, and ſome material 
information may ariſe from thence, they have 


_ adjourned their Meeting to Tueſday morning 


next, that they may be furniſhed with the reſult 


of that debate; and i in the mean time they re- 
3 


NN Yom. POTTY 
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queſt you would favour them with a letter, ſig- 
nifying your ſentimeuts upon the meaſures which 
ought to be purſued. Mr. Duncombe is expected 
at Copgrove on Sunday. The - Sub-Committee 
with very much for your attendance on Tueſday, 
but if that ſhould be inconvenient, they rely on 
hearing from you by return of the poſt, &c. 
Reſolved, That the following letter be ſent 
by the Chairman to H. Duncombe, Eſq. 


Sir, « 
THE Sub-Committee of Aſſocia - 
tion, who met to-day, have adjourned them- 
ſelves to Tueſday morning next, in order that 
they may be appriſed of the reſult of the buſi- 
neſs of Wedneſday laſt, before they reſolve on 
any particular ſtep relative to the preſent ſitua- 
tion of public affairs. They will be very glad 
to have you with them at their next Meeting, 
but if you cannot conveniently attend, they beg 

ou will write to them, with particulars of the 

uceedings of Wedneſday, and your own ſenti- 
ments upon what ought to be done. I am, &c. 


Reſolved, That this Committee do adjourn to 
Tueſday next, the 15th inſt. at twelve o'clock. 
W. MASON, 
Chairman for the day. 


Cc Paper II. 


* 
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Paper II. 


Letter from the Rev. C. . to the Rev, 
WILLIAM Maso. 


* 


' BukrTON-HALL, Dec. 16, * 
Dear Sir, 

THIS morning I received the 
favour of your letter of the 14th of December; 
in which, as Chairman of the Sub-Committee 
for that day, you deſire me to communicate 


my ſentiments upon the meaſures which ought 


to be purſued” on the preſent emergency. Iam 


truly ſenſible of the honour done me by the 
-Sub -Committee, and I conſider myſelf bound to 
declare my opinion frankly, fully, and without 
reſerve, as the only proper return to ſo great a 


mark of their confidence. 
I profeſs, the Remonſtrance to the Throne 


which has been lately adopted in the Metro- 
polis, appears -to me a haſty and injudicious 


meaſure, and totally unworthy to be followed 


by the county of York. The drift and direct 
tendency of it ſeems plainly to be this, viz.—To 
effect a change of Miniſters, without any engage- 
ment, or ſecurity obtained for the people, on 
the part of thoſe who may ſucceed, that they will 
give their conſent and utmoſt ſupport, when in 

office, 


7 3 8 5 SY T WY IT CERLDNTE. 


C 599 1 
ande, to the eſtakliſhment of a ſubſtantial Res 


formation of Parliament. Without that neceſ- 


firyRipulation, the coneurrenoe of Vorkſhire, 
in the City- Remonſtrance, might aſſiſt the Op- 
poſition to turn dut the preſont Miniſters, but it 
would in effect ruin their Aſſociation, and throw 
the chance of obtaining a redreſs of the great 

and fundamental grievanee of our country to an 
irrecoverable diſtance. It is, therefore, my clear 

and decided opinion, that the Committee ought 

not to call the county of Vork, for the fimple 

purpoſe of adopting that Remonſtrance. But if it 

were underſtobd that the Yorkſhire Noblemen, 

&c. wo are in oppoſition to Government, would 

engage to ſupport the objects of the Aſſociation, 

and would commit themſelves accordingly: at a 

County Meeting, by a direct concurrence in 

meaſures for that purpoſe; in that caſe, A 
COUNTY Meeting would ſeem highly proper 
to be called; and men who ſo freely engaged 
to do the buſineſs of the public, could hardly be 
ſupported by it with tod much Warmth within 

the bounds bf legality?” / 642 917 to gare 
lf theſe ſentiments are approved by the gen- 
tlemen of the Sub-Committee, they will probably 
ſee little difficult in deciding the queſtion of 
prudence; whether it be not adviſable to defer, 
for a week or fortnight, the calling of a Meet 
ing of the Committee; in order that time may 
be afforded to the Noble Perſons above alluded 
to, to explaik their intentions to che Committee, 
4 .* Ce 2 or 


CC — —_ ͤ— . —— 


1 


or to. the-public in aux other mode which they 
may think: proper. raging] Ho acizen 
Alter baving waited that time for; ſuch expla- 


nation of their intentipng, if the Sub-Committee 
mall then fee no reaſon. to think thoſe Noble 
Perſons will engage to ſupport any county mea- 
fure, by which the obfects of the Aſſociation, 
and the: diſcontinuance of the n 
may be conjunctly: promoted, it will be ma 
of ſerious deliberation whether it will be 2 
able for the Committee to call che county toge- 
ther for that joint purpoſe, or to defer. that 
meaſure. How far ſuch a ſtep may be adviſable, 
in that ſituation, is a queſtion-aot eaſy to be de- 
termined at preſent; dut much light may paſi- 
bly be thrown: ee it-bytinfarmeBon.ohtaiped 
before that time. - 

On the whole, my Enel win is, that the 

of the Sub-Committee would not yet 
call the Committee together; and if they ap- 
prove 155 EO of that call far ten days 
or a fortnight, I will endeayour to attend 3 
Meeting of the Sub-Committee at that time, 
previous to any final determination of the queſ- 
tion, whether the Committee ought to be con- 
vened on the preſent emergency or not. 

1 conceive the whole ſucceſs: of the Aſſocia- 
tion to depend on the caution and firmneſs of 
our conduct on this trying occaſion. I truſt, 
therefore, it will not be neceſſary to malte any 
apology for having, eee, 

- 3 — 


been already congeived 
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the public, 'and in the openneſz and fincerity of 
my heart, ſo freely ed my ſentiments to 
the Sub- Committe. But. beg you will affure 
wb „ho may de aſſembled at the 
York+Favern: on Tueſday, that I. feel / the 
molt lively ſatisfaction if theſe, ſentiments are 
fortunately: conformable to thoſe' which have 


| by yourſelf, and by the 
other Members of the Sub-Committee. = 


N01 ** IT d _ 7 
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Reſolution or x Meoting of the 227 


of Aﬀſociation, of the 1 Mork. e 
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Chairman, N 
j Rev. Luke Y 
„Mr. Withers * Pen 8 


T2 165104 — 


der of the 14th 1 
at this Committee N 55 as 
fubjeRt te u call by the Clerk at the intane 6f 


any, one Member. 


SIE. CROFT, Chairman for the day. 


' & —_ M 
W. Wyvill's ofa 
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Reſolutions at 4 N of the. Committee sf 


FL 
Aſſociation the County of Torks; on w 1b 
„ 4792. . 127 11 0. 529 * lg 7 Non 
31 „ie Ts v5 vonn 
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Himmel dne 7; 10 120197 1-320 
"PRESENMAYL Urns t 
7 ( 
e c. wrVIII, chirmin, 
Sir TIS Norcli Mr. Strickland 


Sir R. D. Hildyard Mr. Childers 
Rev. William Maſon Sir George Strickland 
Mr. Morritt — — 


1 —— — 


Mr. H. Duncombe 
General Hale 

Rev. John Robinſon 
Mr. Dring e 


Mr.D ncombe [1:77 - 
4 "At x 
Hr Wilton of Ayten 

„ Le 3 Lu 
Mr. Pool EO 4 n. * 
Mr. Croft, jun. 
Mr. P. Milnes 
Mr. R. 8. Milnes 
Mr. Hayes * KAR William Cayley 
Mr. Waines 264 aa 7 ace 
Mr. Mr. . 26 J. | 
* 1 $144 } Thane. +7 
The Dean * i ot 5 * 
Rev. Robert Croft | | Dr. Swainffon 
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Reſolved; That Dr. William Spencer of York, 


be added to this Committee. 
Read a letter from Thomas Kyffin, Eſq; Chair. 


man of the- county of Caernarvon, which the 


Chairman of this Committee is defired to anſwer. 
The ſeveral Reſolutions following were una- 
nimondy agreed to: | 


1. That the,thanks of this Committee be given 


to that Independent Majority of the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament, who, on the 27th day of 
February laſt, voted for the queſtion moved by 
the Right Honourable General Henry Seymour 
Conway, viz.—“ That it is the opinion of this 
Houſe, That the further proſecution of offenſive 
war on the Continent of North America, for 
the purpoſe of reducing the revolted Colonies 


to obedience by force, will be the means of 


weakening the efforts of this country againſt 


her European enemies, tends, under the preſent 


circumſtances, dangerouſly to increaſe the mu- 
tual enmity, ſo fatal to the intereſts both of 


Great - Britain and America, and, by preventing 


an happy reconciliation with that country, to 
fruſtrate the earneſt deſire graciouſſy expreſſed 
by his Majeſty, to reſtore the bleſſings of public 


tranquillity; - and who, by the ſtrenuous and 


continued exertion of their zeal, againſt all the 
arts and machinations of an inſidious Admini-. 
ſtration, having unavoidably brought on their 
involuntary reſignation, have opened to their 
countrymen the proſpect of a ſpeedy, equitable, 

Cc4 and 
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and happy reconciliation with their American 
Brethren. 

2. That in conſequence of that diſmiſſion of a 
profuſe and dangerous Adminiſtration, the pow. 
ers of Government having been entruſted with 
the avowed Opponents of Corruptian, this Com. 
mittee doth moſt fully confide in thoſe honoured 
perſons, as Miniſters determined to ſet the rare 
example of public frugality, as Patriots active to 
correct abuſes themielves, and friendly to pro- 
mote every wiſe and juſt meaſure of reformation 
which may be ſuggeſted by others, effectually to 
ſecure the W and n of Far- 
lament. 

3. That this Committee, conceiving the taſk 
of Government in the preſent moment to be ar- 
duous beyond the difficulty experienced in any 
former period, and being anxious to mark their 
high reſpect and deference to Miniſters who 
Rand voluntarily pledged to the nation for the 
reduction of the undue influence of the Crown, 
doth poſtpone to their next Meeting their reſo- 
lation to call a General Meeting of the county 
of York, in order to ſubmit to that great body 
of Freeholders, the neceſſity of preſenting a Pe- 
tition to Parliament in the courſe of the next 
ſeſſion, for a redreſs of that fundamental griev- 
ance, the unequal Repreſentation of the People 
in Parliament. 

4. That Mr. Croft, Mr. F. Smyth, the Rev. 
Mr. Wyvill, Mr. Shore, Sir James Norcliffe, Mr. 
Withers, 


| 
| 
| 


. 
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Withers, the Rev. Mr. Maſon, Mr. Morritt, Mr. 
Dring, and Dr. Swainſton, be directed to prepare 
an abridged Report of the whole proceedings of 
this Committee, which, if approved at the next 
Meeting of this Committee, ſhall be laid before 
the General Meeting of the county of York ; 
and that they be inſtructed to ſtate in ſuch re- 
port the judgment of this Committee, that un- 
leſs a melioration of Parliament can be obtained 
on the principles of the Aſſociation, the Leſt offi- 
cial regulations may ſoon be ſet aſide, the wiſeſt 


and moſt virtuous Miniſters may ſoon be diſ- 


placed, by the prevalence of that corrupt in- 
tereſt now ſubſiſting in the Houſe of Commons, 


which its defective frame naturally generates, 


and which has already ſo nearly effected the 
ruin of this unhappy country. 
That this Committee do adjourn till to-mor- 
row morning at a quarter before ten o'clock. 
- C. WYVILL, Chairman. 


Yor x- 


* 
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Yorx-TAvERn, April 5, 1703. | 


At the adjourned Meeting of the Committee of 
| Aﬀociation. 


| Reſolved, That William Danby, Eſq; of Swit- 
ton, be added to this Committee. 

Reſolved, That it be recommended to the 
Sub-Committee immediately to take into their 
conſideration the forming a proper plan, upon 
legal and conſtitutional grounds, for preventing 
bribery and corruption at elections for Members 
to ſerve in Parliament; and for detecting and 
bringing to juſtice all perſons who ſhall offend 
againſt the laws now in being for preventing 
bribery and corruption at elections: and that 
they be further defired to be prepared with their 
Report at the next Meeting of this Committee. 

Reſolved, That this Committee do adjourn 
to "Thurſday the 31ſt day of October next, ſub- 
ject to an earlier call by the Sub-Committee, or 
by the Chairman, at the — of any five 


Members. 
C. WYVILL, Chairman. | 


Paper V. 
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* 52 Paper V. 


Letter from TronAs Krrrix, Ea. to the Rev. 


G ern. 


by 


r NN purſuance of Mr. Carreg's, 
our late very reſpectable High-Sheriff's, call of 
this county, to conſider on and concert mea- 
ſures ſo as to induce a total Revolution into 


the preſent moſt wretched and diabolical con- 


duct of Miniſters; and as far as in us lies, exert 
all thoſe legal efforts, which may tend to un- 
hinge a plan fo fatal to the proſperity of this 
country, and reſtore, if not too late, this once 
flouriſhing Empire to its former ſtate of afflu. 
ence and conſideration in the balance of Europe; 
molt of the principal gentlemen and yeomanry, 
adequate to give conſequence to the Meeting, 
attended. Unfortunately the day fixed was the 
day of the decollation of the Firſt Charles: Some 
of the; Pſeudo · Patriots expreſſed an averſion to 
buſineſs on ſuch à day, as it might be deemed a 
reflection on the preſent Monarch; the com- 
pariſon between the two reigns being ſtriking: 

Thus in the height of their loyalty, drawing 
concluſions, 


————— —ü— 
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concluſions, little reſpectful to Majeſty. I really 


cannot fay | thought there was ſo much room 
for ſuch a diſplay of conſcience. For what 
better mirror can be exhibited for the inſtruc. 
tion of Prince and People, than what is recorded 
in the faithful annals of the Hiſtorian? Of courſe 
the general ſenſe ſeemed to be for an adjourn. 
ment, as thoſe ſqueamiſh gentry promiſed all 
their aſſiſtance ſhould the Meeting be deferred, 

which was done to the 16th of February. 
We met on that day: All the tranſaQiions of 
that day ended in placing me in the chair. The 
Meeting carried fo little weight with it, that 
another adjournment was the reſult,” Þ was 
within theſe few days informed, that ſeveral 
gentlemen intend preſenting a requiſition 6 
me, to antedate the-adjournment by a freſh eall 
of the county; ſhould it prove ſo, I ſhall not, 
in the leaſt, beſitate in complying with their 
wiſhes. The Teafon 1 give you this troubley#s 
to receive your advice what mode it were beſt 
to adopt, whether a Remonſtraꝶve to the Throne, 
a Petition to Parliament, (bo appear to have 
recovered ſome ſhare of their fenſes) or a Cum. 
mittee of Aﬀociation. The Miniſter, in Weds 
nefday's minority, has entirely aſtered the man- 
ner, in my opinion, which we fhould purfue, in 
giving efficiency to our reſolves; ook? Com- 
mons Houſe may be 2 . for us 
to proceed by. | ne 
20 i 9113 Booty 


— 409 ] 


Every n muſt rejdice at the diſcom+ 
fiture of au Adminiſtration which would have 
Hell.—Sir, you ought to have en 

full portion of the thanks of your country, for 
/ your early and patriotic interference in York- 
ſhire. - The friends, of the people cannot pay 
too much attention to the gentlemen of that 
county, and. their very reſpectable Committee. 
Give me leave to aflure you, my earneſt and 
' hearty wiſhes attend you, and may a thorough 
change be the fruit of your good inclinations.— 
I am glad Lord Effingham has returned to the 
country, as he could gain no credit by fitting 
in an Houſe, where corruption ſeems to take 
deeper root than in the Lower Houſe: The 
pride of peerage, and the unſullied honour of 
nobility, ſeems to be the lot of a few choſen ob- 
- Jets. I received your packet as Chairman of 
the Denbighſhire Committee, but thought it un- 
neceflary to give you any trouble, as I found 
the minds of the people, in general, very little 
impreſſed with an idea that there ſubſiſted ſuch 
a virtue as the love of one's country. If any 
thing material ſhould"occur, 1 will, with your 
leave, ſend you the moſt early communication, 
to teſtify our joy at the overthrow. of that 
hydra, Corruption, and the defeat of the High 
Prieſt, whoſe altars are overturned. I wiſh I 
could add the letter H to alter as his proper in- 
ſignia.— Though our * Tridcs will, I do not 
* 
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loubt, introduce him, as a counter-part of the 
Minden Hero, into the Upper Houſe, 
s I I am, Sir, | 
With every poſſible degree of rape, 
| Your moſt obedient + | 
And humble ſervant, 
THO. KYFFIN.- 


+ 
on 
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Paper VI. 


| Letter from the Rev. C. Wevus to THOMAS 
Kreew, 2. 


Oy A — 
KN1GHTSBRIDGE, near London, April 18, 1767 


ON my arrival at Tork, to 
attend the laſt Meeting of the Committee there, 
J received your favour of the 4th of March, 

which the Clerk ought to have tranſmitted im- 
mediately to me inſtead of waiting for my com- . 
ing down. I ſhould moſt exceedingly regret his 
miſtake, if I did not truſt that you will have the 
goodnefs to excuſe the tardineſs of my anſwer, 
imputing this appearance of inattention ſolely to 
the cauſe which I have here explained. 


I now take the earlieſt opportunity, after my 
return 


Sir, 


zr 
* \ 
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return from Yorkſhire, to aſſure you, Sir, that 
.your letter was read with peculiar ſatisfaction to 
the Committee; who are truly ſenſible of the ho- 
nour you have done them in conſulting them, 
and wiſhing to have their opinion on the meaſures 
which it might be expedient to propoſe in Caer- 
narvonſhire, if another Meeting of that county 
ſhould be held; and it is with great pleaſure i in- 
deed they have obſerved in the public prints, 
that the county of Caernarvon has actually met 
again, and agreed to thoſe very reſolutions which 
the Committee of Yorkſhire could have wiſhed 
to recommend. 
Prom the late change of the Miniſtry, we may 
juſtly expect that every exertion will be made 
to retrieve the affairs of this country, and to 
terminate the unfortunate war, -in which it has 
been involved by the late dangerous Admini- 
tration, with as little diſadvantage as poſſible; 
and we have alſo the ſatisfaction to find that 
the men now in power have loſt no time to 
promote that eflential reform in matters of 
oeconomy, &c. which in a different ſituation 
they declared to be neceſſary. To embarraſs 
thoſe worthy Miniſters, by propoſing ſtill far- 
ther reformation in the midſt of all their preſent 
difficulties, and before they have had time to 
carry their own plans into execution, would be 
raſh and injurious to the public cauſe. But next 
winter the ſame objection, we may preſume, 
cannot exiſt; and then thoſe independent gen- 


tlemen, 


much obliged to you 


L 44 1 
tlemen, who wiſh to ſecure their country from 


à rene wal of that corrupt ſyſtem of Government 


from which we have been ſo happily delivered, 


will join, it is moſt ardently to be wiſhed, in an 
application to Parliament, while the powers of 


Government are in favourable hands, to 
a due correction of that inequality in the Repre- 
ſentation of the People, which is the true ſource 


of all our national grievances. If a proper ad- 


dition of Repreſentatives can be obtained for the 
counties, and principal cities, and an adequate 
disfranchiſement of the rotten boroughs can be 


carried, the independent part of the Houſe of 


Commons will then have gained ſuch a deciſive 


ſuperiority, as may ſecure the liberties of the 


nation for ages yet to come. 
With that meaſure the Committee of York- 


ſhire will recommend to the General Meeting 


of their county to begin; meaning alſo to pro- 
poſe an application to Parliament for a repeal of 


| the ſeptennial bill: and it will be the greateſt 


encouragement to the county of York to perſe- 

vere in this arduous undertaking, if their Peti- 
tion ſhall have the good fortune to receive the 
approbation and ſupport of the independent 
gentlemen of Wales; more particularly thoſe of 
the two reſpectable counties of Denbigh and 
Caernarvan; in which you have taken fo active 


„ that I feel myſelf 
the very favourable 
- © opinion 


and ſo meritorious a part. 


I beg leave to add,, 


xxx ̃ ß , , TEC 
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e eee 
endeavours in the ſame N 
1 I am, Sir, ads hail 


e vil.- 
Letter from Deva HarTLEv, thr to. the Rev. 
0 C. WrVIITI. . 
par cc Gounen-Sayant, March . e 
Dear Sir, 
1 PRESUME this will find you 


at York, preparing for the Mecting of Thurſday 
next. I heartily wiſh you ſucceſs in all your la- 
bours for the public good. Permit me to ſuggeſt 
one thought to you, which appears to me to be 
of great importance now :—The General Meet- 


ing of March 28, 1780, came to à very wiſe 


Reſolve, viz. To eſtabliſh a Committee for the 
purpoſe of forming ſome legal and conſtitutional 
plan of preventing bribery at the then i g 
General Election. By the ſuddenneſs of that 
diſſolution, the time was loſt then. It may be 

Dd conſidered 


0 4.8 


fidered:as an event, not impoſſiple at leaſt, 
en 125 Wigiſtry may asse this 1 55 


9 


own. hf, take the occaſion by the fore- 
lock, 17 9 9 Jens. A ſtanding Commit- 
tee of the tlemen of property, in a county 


againſt As gr an Aſſociation againſt poach- 
ers) would intimidate ſome, encourage others, 


and would give the country gentlemen an in- 
fluence as a Body Corporate, in the boroughs 
within their reſpective counties, againſt adven- 
turers. I think the et would be great. For 
inftance,—That the Committee ſhould write a 
Letter of Addreſs -to any Candidate, who may 
hereafter ſtand: within the county of York, re- 
queſting a declaration, upon honour, that he will 
not, directly or indirectiy, offer or give bribes 
at any time; beſides any perſons requeſted by 


brow 3 for Ganlmittin notorious marks 
of. corruption, in any caſe, f 2 15 the Committee; 
for the purpoſe of ith tion, by a grand in- 
queſt in each county, conſtituted of gentlemen 
of landed propetty and of the firſt confideratian 
in the country. Theſe are general Thoughts 
thrown out for farther conlideration, &c. &c. 
I drew 
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I drew up a Paper, upon this ſubject, about a 

year and a half ago, when I was at York, in the 

ſhape of a ſuppoſed Report Nr the Reſolutions 5 

of March 28, 1780, Dr. Burgh and Mis; "Ri Sykes | 

have each of them à copy, Gm eve 

offer it to you, for any purpaſe that you may 

think proper; either fon che Committen ar Ge- 

neral Mdeting to be received, if they'think pro- 
per, among their public papers; er ta be modi- 
fied or to be printed; or in ſhort as they may 
think proper. If it-ſhould-be--referred to the 
Committee, | that my reſpects may attend it. 
10 am, Sig e onze n TA 

| rant 10 | Your'muck obliged friend,” 

non AM {obo N 0 1 D. HARTLEV. 
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Destin ig; fdlopoket Wepuer fig the Commits 
tee of Aſſociation of h County of York, 10 4 

General Meeting tber County, in purſuance 
F the Reference to them by the Meeting Bel 

 n the a8 Marth, iy80, 10 form a enge 


* , FN ith eee ef N TN <, Mas ee) 

AT an adjourned Meeting of the county of 
York, held at York on the 28th of March, 

1780, the following Reſolution, among 
1 to, viz.— 


Reſolved, 
HAT it be 5 to the 8 
appointed by this Meeting, to conſider of 
and form, upon legal and conſtitutional grounds, 
a proper plan for detecting and bringing to 
Juſtice all perſons who, at the enſuing General 
Election, ſhall either give or receive bribes for 
the election of Members to ſerve in Parliament; 
and that ſuch plan, when agreed upon, be com- 
municated to other Aſſociated Bodies. 

The Committee have taken the aforeſaid reſo- 
lution into their conſideration, and have agreed 
to the following report thereupon.— 

The intended objects of the foregoing Teſolu. 

tion 
®* Written by David Hartley, Eſq 


U- 
n 


Cap 1 

uon are. —either eleQors having received bribes; 
or perſons, having procured themſelves to he 
elected by bribery or any other corrupt practices. 

Electors may be divided into two general 
elaſſes, vis. Electors for the counties, and Elet- 
tors for cities and bordughs. With regard to 
the firſt claſs, viz. Frecholders being electors for 
counties, from the nature of the caſe, they do 


not lye under any imputation of bribery; and 


even if any inſtance of bribery ſhould accident- 
ally occur in any county election, it could only 
be perſonal perhaps for a few individuals z, but 
counties in their aggregate and corporate capa- 
cities, are not liable to any imputation of ves 


nality. With regard to all the claſſes of bo- 


roughs, they are liable not only to the perſo 
and occaſional venality of individuals, but like» 
wiſe to à general and notoriqus ſyſtem of ves 
nality, in their public and aggregate capacities, 
Here it is that the univerſality of this evil ob- 
tains as a general national grievance, in defiance 
of the laws and to the diſgrace of the legiſlature, 
It is for the purpoſe of applying ſome remedy 
to this evil, that the Committee confider the 
reference of the General Meeting of the county 
of York. to have been made to them. They re- 
commend, therefore, that a perpetual ſtanding 
Committee ſhould be appointed, in each county, 
for the purpoſe of detecting and bringing to 
| Dd 3 Juſtice 


roughs, viz. Cities, great towns, and lefler bo- 
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Tuftice u corrupt it practices on the arediint'of 
Nessa loci a 7 frag v0 
That ſuck Committee mal de mappetred dy 
bs general ſubſcription, for the putpole of frnding | 
out and procuring evidence of any — 
zt elections within the county. 
any evidence, fo procured, ſhall be —— 
methodiſed; and digeſted, by the Committee, a 
a Foundation for profecution, [© 
© The Comtnittee are of option, in the — 
„ that the evidence,” When collected by the 
a Committees, mould be referred: by 
them, by petition, to the Houſe of Commons, 
requkfting chat 'the(Howſe take into conſidera - 
tion, and order a publiciproſccution' as for a 
pron crime. 24 — eaſes may be produced, 
ons againſt individuals for 
— their riſe in Partament, and ef their 
being carried into effect, by enforcing ehe ſevere 
es Of che law, Tuch individuals. 
If the cafe ſhould amount to general and no- 
torious venality throughout any town or bo- 
rough, the examples of — and Cricklade 
have drawn out the juſt line which ought to be 
followed in fimilar eaſes.” The Committee ave 
of opinion, that the terror of public proſecutions 
may be the meſt fey method of preventing 
2 pee Hive ata appr, by the ic 
yi vig Y 
ad 3 of the I intereſted 


in 
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rdere are many ſtatutes, in au bogs, agile 


t 1 
in the real and elfectud retormatlon df the pt. 
ſent corrupt Tyſtetn of Parliamentary elections. 


bribery and corruption. Theſe ſtatutes are a 
preſet ard univetflly eren by erfey 
evaſions. There is a ſtanding order of the 

of Commons, that alt perſons who willqueſtion” 
the return of any Member to ſerve in Parliatment, 
do queſtion the ſame within fourteen" days after 
the return being brought in. This order, Which 
was originally intended merely to ſbeure the 
ſeats of Members of Parliament from yague and 
vexatious uncertainties, has been perverted, by 
crafty perſons, to the purpoſe of eludinig all tlie 
penalties of he Her Am binde de Hort 
tion. In conſequence of this Une of "Iimitation' 
being drawn at the ehd of fourteen days to ns 
pretenſions of any competitor intereſted to que: 
ſtion the return, it is become a general cuſtom, 
accorded to by à kind of tacit compact between 
the parties in the covenant of corruption, to 
delay the under ſtood bargain and completion of 
the bribe, till the expitation of fourteen days 
after the purchaſing member ſhall have takth 8 
ſeat," truſting to this chance for evading the pe- 
nalties of the law, the forecloſing the pretenſiang 
of the only intereſted and active proſecutor—— 
By this preconcerted ſyſtem of venabty, the cri- 
minal parties elude both proſecution and puniſh- 
ment; for when the former competitor, for the 
ſeat in Parliament finds himſelf prechuded after 
ö Dd 4 fourteen 


ry at 
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fourteen days from any chance of recovering the 
object of his particular ambition by entering into 
a general proſecution for bribery, he remains no 
further intereſted in the cauſe than any other 
individual in the kingdom; and ſo the matter 
drops from the want of an active proſecutor, or 
of any intereſted motive to urge on the proſe. 
cution. . f | 
The conſideration of theſe circumſtances points 
to an obvious and juſt remedy to this mode of 
evading public juſtice, which is, that the term of 
fourteen days, which in good reaſon ought to 
preclude all other queſtions upon any return to 
Parliament, ſhould not be concluſive in the cafe 
of bribery, proved on account of the preceding 
election, though committed after the return, or 
after the expiration of the fourteen days. This 
is due, in point of private juſtice, to any candi- 
date, who might have recovered his ſeat in Par- 
liament by any proof of bribery on the part of 
his opponent at the time of the election, the in- 
jury having taken real effe& againſt him at the 
time of the election, notwithſtanding the appa- 
rent juggle of the date of the crime. As a public 
example, alſo, it may contribute effectually to 
reſtrain many of the moſt notorious caſes of 
bribery, by rendering it equally difficult at all 
times as it is now, before the expiration of the 
foutteen days, to carry into effect and cloſe the 
bargain and fale of Parliamentary corruption. 
The public juſtice of this principle ſtands already 
55 : admitted 
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admitted in full force upon the journals of Far- 
liament ;, for there is an annual ſtanding order 
of the Houſe of Commons, declaring, without 
any limitation of time, that if it ſhall appear that 
any perſon hath. procured himſelf to be elected 
or returned a Member to Parliament, or endea- 
voured to be ſo, by bribery, or any other cor- 
rupt practices, the Houſe will proceed with the 
utmoſt ſeverity againſt ſuch perſon. - The term 
of proceeding with the utmoſt ſeverity againſt 
any Member, cannot be interpreted to mean leſs 
than expulſion ; therefore, even at preſent, if 


there were any active proſecutors to bring for- 
-ward the criminal proof, which in many caſes is 


moſt notorious and public, any Members might 
become liable to the utmoſt ſeverity of the Houſe, 
notwithſtanding the ſuppoſed ſecurity of fourteen 
days, againſt whom proof rhight be brought, of 
their having at any time paid to any of their 
Conſtituents the mercenary wages of their cor- 
ruption. It ſhould, therefore, be recommended 
to the Committees of the ſeveral counties above- 
mentioned, to exert their utmoſt diligence and 
activity in detecting and bringing to juſtice ſuch 
corrupt practices, to the puniſhment of the per- 
ſons elected by corruption, as well as of the venal 
electors. The Committee are likewiſe of opini- 
on, that it would be proper to apply to the 
Members for this county, in conjunction with 
other county Members, to move an amendment 
to the annual ſtanding order of. the Houſe of 

Commons, 


— 
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Commons, reſpecting the Imitation of fourteen 
days for queſtioning the returns e 
à general exception of the caſes of bribery, al- 
though committed at any time after the return, 
or after the expiration of the faid fourteen days. 

The principle of this limitatiqn of fourteen 
days, in the preſent caſe, is totally foreign to 
the principle of limitations of criminal actions, 
preſcribed in acts of Parliament; In all other 
criminal caſes, the limitation of actions takes 
place at a certain period after the commiſſion of 
the offence, whereas it is the limitation itſelf, in 
the preſent caſe, which preſcribes the preciſe 
mode and time of committing the offence with 
impunity. In'numberlefs inſtances of elections, 


the completion of 'the venal bargain, after the 
. expiration of the fqurteeri days; is public and 


hotorious without any pretence of concealment. 

For theſe reaſons, the Committee would re- 
commend to the public conſideration, the amend: 
ment herein before propoſed to the preſent ſtand- 
ing order of the Houſe of Commons, relative to 
the limitation of fourteen days for queſtioning 
returns, admitting no other limitation of the 
time, in the caſe of bribery, but ſuch as is rea- 
ſonable to preſcribe in all caſes of criminal pro- 
ceſs, viz. Some reaſonable and ſpecified period 
after the commiſſion of the crime. 

Theſe are the propoſitions which the Commit- 
tee have to offer to the General Meeting of the 
county of York, in conſequence of the reference, 

y | made 
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made to them, reſpecting bribery and corruption 
at Electiois They are willing to hope, that the 
ative and united exertions of the ſeveral coun- 
ties, in their public capacities, may be equal to 
the taſk of making head againſt that formidable 
ſyſtem of corruption, which has got poſſeſſion 
in almoſt every borough in the kingdom. No 
power, but thit of a ſtrong and combined num- 
ber of men united in the public cauſe, can be 
equal to ſo great an undertaking. If that ſyſtem 
of corruption could but for once be driven from 
its poſſeſſory hold, the amendment, propoſed in 
the ſtanding order of limitation of the Houſe of 
Commons, promiſes to be an effectual bar at 
leaſt to that evaſion of the law which has hitherto | 
formed the impregnable citadel of corruption. It 
may reaſonably be hoped that the great and re- 

ſpectable boroughs of this kingdom, where pub. 
lic notoriety muſt be incident to corruption, may 
by theſe means be protected or reſcued fram the 
contagion. For the rotten and incurable parts 
in the Repreſentation of this kingdom, your 
Committee Enows of no remedy—but EX IIR. 
PATION. | 
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Paper IX, 


| Reſoliticns at a numerous and ręſpectable Meet. 
ing of Members of Parliament, friendly to 4 
Conſtitutional Reformation of Parliament, and 
of Members of /everal Committees of Counties 
and Cities, held at the Thatched-Houſe Tavern, 
on the 18th day of May, 1782. 


PRESENT, 
The Lord Mayer of Londen, (Sir William Plomer) in the Chair. 
Earl of Surrey, The Duke of Richmond, 
Viſcount Mahon, The Hon, William Pitt, 
Henry Duncombe, Eſq; Sir Cecil Wray, 
James Martin, Eſq; T. Brand Hollis, Eſq; 
The Rev. C. Wyvill, Dr. Jobn Jebb, f | 
John er gn" Eſq; John Wilkes, Eſq; 
Braſs Croſby, Eſq; | do. en don. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, | 


AT the motion of the Hon. William Pitt, 

on the 7th inſtant, for the appointment of 

a Committee of the Houſe of Commons to in- 
| — e into the ſtate of the Repreſentation of the 
eople of Great Britain in Parliament, and to 
report the ſame to the Houle, and alſo what 
— it might be proper, in their opinion, to 
take thereupon, having been defeated by a mo- 
tion made for the order of the day, it is become 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary that application ſhould be 


® This Paper, with very little alteration, has been inadvertently 
reprinted in the Appendix to the third volume. The repetition was 
np} perceived þy the Editor till it was too late to correct his miſtake. 
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made to Parliament by Petition, from the Col, 
lective Body of the People in their reſpective 
diſtricts, requeſting a ſubſtantial Reformation 
of the Commons Houſe of Parliament, 

Reſolved unanimoufly, That this Meeting, 
conſidering that a general application by the 
Collective Body to the Commons Houſe of Par- 
liament cannot be made before the cloſe of the 


preſent Seſſions, is of opinion, that the ſenſe of | 


the people ſhould be taken, at ſuch times as may 
be convenient during this ſummer, in order to 
lay their feveral Petitions before Parliament 
early in the next Seſſions, when their propoſi- 
tion for a Parliamentary Reformation. (without 
which neither the liberty of the Nation can be 


preſerved, nor the permanence of a wiſe and © 


virtyous Adminiſtration can be ſecured) may 
receive that ample and mature diſcuſſion which 
fo momentous a queſtion demands, 


1 


SUPPLEMENT. 7 Nowzes III. containing the 


10th and 11th Papers of that Number. 


Paper X. 


Report of the Deputies of the Committees of 
ſeveral Counties, Cities, and Towns, which had 
Petitioned Parliament for a * of Griev- 
ances in 1780 | 


- 
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AT a Meeting of Deputies from the Counties 
of York, Surry, Middleſex, Suſſex, Glou- 
ceſter, Hertford, Kent, Huntingdon, Dorſet, 
Bucks, Cheſter, Devon, and Eſſex; from the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter, and Glou- 
ceſter, and the Towns of Newcaſtle and N ot 
tingham, holden at the St. Alban's Tavern, 
and afterwards by ſeveral adjournments at 
the Great-Room in King-Street, St. James's, 
on Saturday the 11th, Tueſday the 14th, 
Wedneſday the 15th, Friday the 17th, Sa- 
turday the 18th, and CORY the 2oth days 
of March, 1780 : 

The Rev. Chriſtopher Wyvill, one of the Depu- 

ties from the county of Cork, | in the Chair, 
Reſolved, 
AT the Deputies from the Committees of 
the different Petitioning Counties, Cities, 
and Towns, ſhall vote by DE Ne each De- 

POR giving one vote, 

Read 
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Comnning revom for a bun af | Abele 
2» propoſed by the Deput ies from the ſeveral 
2 (Counties; Cities, and Towns, who have peti · 
ia „ codreſs of grievandes. 
- 26 30 | 

BB there ev ever Was a perind,d in the annals of 
this country, for popular jealouſy to be ak, 
anal popular virtue to exert itſelf, it is the pre- 
ſent. Other æras have been marked by partial 
inroads on the Conſtitution graſping at parti- 
cular prerogatives; and narrowing. iel the 
ſubordinate branches of civil liberty. 

But whatever Was their meaſure, Rlaproltt- 
ment and oyertbrow have generally been their 
fate. hat public virtue which, bath diſtin- 
guiſhed Engliſhmen never forſook our anceſtors 
in che hour of important trial, never left the 
arbitrary mind to triumph finally, in ſucceſs, 
. Repreſentatives in the Legiſlative Body 

t be depended on at the National call, and 
in that barrier they ever found mx" 1. 
PregnableQ. 

What is our Gtuation at prefene? By Aer 
tion of a deſpotic ſyſtem,-which has continued, 
with very little intermiſſion, near nineteen years, 
and is now-almoſt compleated by a dangerous 


Adminiſtration, 'the very vitals of the Conſtitu- 
tion have received a mortal wound, not this or 


that partiality of, the reigning mind has been 
I gratified, 


4 
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gratified, but the whole capacity of popular free- 
dom has been ſtruck at. We are arrived at the 
criſis which the wiſeſt of political writers have 
uniformly marked for the downfall- of Britain, 


- when the Legiſlative Body ſhall become as cor- 
rupt as the executive and dependent upon it. 


Let any man look back to the laws which 
have paſſed only in the ten laſt Seſſions of Par- 
liament, , 48 it were ſtep by ſtep, a code 
of Prerogative, which has already brought within 
its yortex the primary part of Civil, Religious, 
Commercial, and Military Adminiſtration, within 
the kingdom or its dependencies, not exc 
from its vaſt controul all the branches of the 
Royal Family, and but too probably the ſuc- 


ceſſion of the Crown : Let him look back to 
theſe, and then doubt if the Executive Power 


has not found its way to the corruption of the 
Legiſlative, Let him behold à venal majority 


in the Houſe of Commons, Seſſion after Seſſion, 
moving obſequious to the nod of the Miniſter, 


and giving the Legiſlative ſanction to propoſi- 
tions, not only'big with the fate of their coun- 


try, but often militating againſt the firſt princi- 


ples of the Conſtitution, and the declared voice 
of their Conſtituents; while every effort of rea- 


ſon and argument, urged by an independent few, 
has only been anſwered by numbers, dumb to 


every other reply: and then let him judge how 
enormous that corruption muſt be. But let him 
bring his obſervation to the immenſe patronage 
of the Crown, diffuſed over this Legiſlative 


* 


* 
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Body in. the beſtowal of offices, and where offices 
are too few, or not lycrative enough to fatiate 
the corruption of individuals, in ruinous con- 
tracts, in profuſe penſions, ſome known, and 
others ſtydiouſly concealed ; Let theſe be con- 
ſidered, and the terms above-mentioned, in 
which the criſis of Britiſh Freedom is marked, 


are indiſputably fulfiled, the LegiſlativeBydy is as 


corrupt as the Executive and dependent upon it. 


For us then it is reſerved to feel outſelves 
bowed down under that intolerable oppreſſion, 


which, to à Britiſh Mind in any paſt generation, 


could appear but as a fearful ſpeculation.— The 
enormous, . the compactly- accumulated, the all 
devquring, Influence of the Crown. By an un- 
war with America, begotten. i in the firſt 
influence of this deſpotic ſyſtem, and nurſed 
with a" view of giving. completion, to it, this 
fatal influence has been armed with more am- 
ple mieans, than ever it enjoyed before, for en- 
flying nn wes” in the private application of 
of thoſe monies which have far 

ee the li VR of former Wars, and have 
been obtained under the pretext 'of neceflary 
public ſervice; While the nation itſelf, in every 


ſpecies of its property, in every department of 
its commerce, in every deſcription of 3 its 


(thoſe only excepted who have de reat res h 


the 15 the public) hath viſibl 

into beggary. Never, furely, Man any Soi 

. experience ſo ſudden a reverſe from proſperlty to 
| Ee . depreſſion. 


o 
— .— {— — — — 
- - — 
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depreſſion. It took lake, it covered us, While 


we began but to Ft it. The weight of its 
evils now reſts on our heads, in the alarming 


fall of rents, the decay of manufactures, the. ac. 
cumulation of taxes, the ſtagnation of all credit, 
at the ſame time there is but the probability of 
worſe enſuing after bad; The humble and tem- 
pores Petitions of an oppreſſed people, are an. 


wered, if not with inſolence, yet hitherto. 


unfeeling neglect: The Oppreſſors of the Land 


are ſtill cheriſhed ; nay, rewards and honours 


keep pace with che accumulation of their miſ- 
conduct. Men of integrity, on whom the pub - 


lic confidence would reſt, are caſt out; and 


amidſt all theſe, we have the mortifying reflec- 
tion to find that an Adminiſtration Sus, hoſtile 


to the people, though p̃oſſeſſing oſtenſibly the 
reſponſibility of office, is entrenched, or labours 
to entrench itſelf behind the Royal Perſon co- 
vered with prerogatives, which would exempt 
him from doing wron 

Theſe are evils which mult be redreſſed, if we 
would not be ſtigmatized for ſlaves to the lateſt 
generations.—It is the definition of an Engliſ - 
man to be jealous of the influence of the Crown; 
it is the definition of a Member in the Britiſh 
Parliament to check it.—Shall both forfeit for 
ever? nay, cover in ſhame the luſtre of, their 
proper character! The reproach hath been Ho 
on us all but too long, and chiefly by thoſe 
have dealt out the arts of corruption; that i #: 0 


| 
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to out own” want of public virtue, in the choice 
of our Repreſentatives, we are indebted for any 
invaſions our Hberties ſuſtain. It is time, there - 
fore, that virtue ſiould /ſhew itſelf, and however 
it may blaſt the thriving hopes of power, yet 
Princes ought to be overjoyed to- Rave ſubjects 
to whom honour is dearer than every thing elſe. 
It is from-neceſlity; therefore, founded in ſuch 
reaſons as neither their honour nor their under. 
ſtanding can overlook; that the numerous Peti- 
tioning Counties, Cities and Towns of E 


have taken the alarm, 5 have ſtepped forth by 


applications to Parliament, and by ſuch Conſti- 
tutional Aſſoclations as may give vigour to their 


Petitions: And we hope, while the cauſe conti- 
nues, that che alarm will never ceafe, but that 


all will fee their intereſt and their danger undi. 
„and come forward till their be one voice 


throughout che land.. 


We are perfuaded, under etobtiſiances To 
preſſing as the preſent, that nothing can give 
effectual redreſs, to all the evils we feel, but a 

reſtoration of the Frerdom and In 

of Parliament, by 2 reform in all thoſe eircum- 
ſtances which are at preſent the avenues and 
eſtabliſhments of A corrupted influence. And 
nothing can put us in à full poſſeſſion of that 


deſirable and moſt neceſſary event, but a vigor - 


ous, compatted, and unſhaken union, of all In- 


An ont e | 
. 


— 2 — . — — - 


L 432 J 
| Wherefore we do moſt anxiouſly recommend 


it to all claſſes of citizens, and eſpecially to thoſe 


_ who have votes for the returning of any Mem- 
bers to Parliament, as they value their liberties, 
- the preſervation of their remaining properties, 


and the reſcuing of their poſterity from uncon- 


tatives thoſe ſalutary 
which are hereafter ray $64) 95 the eſtabliſh. 


ſtitutional dominion, to unite themſelves in a 


firm purpoſe of obtaining from — * a 
* ab outlines 


ment whereof, the door muſt be effectually ſhut 
on corruption, and jointly and ſeverally to per- 
ſevere, regardleſs of every conſideration to the 


contrary, until they ſhall have obtained the ſame. 


In the firſt place then, it muſt be evident that 


2 Reformation is indiſpenſible in the Civil Eſta 


bliſhment, which has grown to ſuch, a fund of 


; corruption in an infinity of offices, either uſeleſs 


in their nature, or greatly overpaid in their ex- 
erciſe; in the means it affords for a ſhameful 


| expenditure i in penſions unmerited by. ſervices, 


in the waſte committed in the receipt of its 


' monies, and the making up of its accounts. It 
* impoſſible, humanly ſpeaking, that While 


theſe temptations exiſt, any Aſſembly, on whom 


” 


they are preſſed, mould be completely free. 


In the next place experience hath ever agreed, 
with the beſt ſpeculation, that independency in 


the Britiſh Houſe of Commons is moſt to be 


looked for in the Repreſentatives of counties. 
Taking things as * ſtand at preſent, there is 
not 
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not the probability of a balance, againſt the in- 


fluence which now ' corrupts, without an aug- 
mentation f Knights of Shiresattentively choſen; 
And taking things as we hope tofindthemſhortly, 
when many branches of corruption may be lopped 
off, ſuch augmentation will give the greateſt ſe- 
curity to the national intereſt in the beſt quarter. 
Leſs than one hundred Knights, ſuper· added to 
the preſent, will hardly give a number ſufficient 
to ſecure at preſent a balance to the independent 
fide; and if the number were left indefinite now, 
every ſalutary hope, from this meafure, might be 
defeated. -If ever that hour ſhall come, when 
the prudence of the People, uniting with the pre- 
pared minds of the Legiſlature, ſhall approve of 
a reduction in the Repreſentations of Boroughs, 
on ſuch plang as ſhall filence the prejudices of the 
intereſted ; the augmentation, now propoſed, 
will no longer be found in the numbers of the 
Houſe, and till that takes place, neceſſity, and 
the only opening of hope, ſhould reconcile the 
addition, if our firſt choice might not embrace it, 

To theſe regulations, we conceive an addition 


muſt be made for ſhortening the duration of the 


ſitting Parliament, which can only be done con- 
ſiſtently with the Conſtitution, or with the beſt 
policy in an enlarged view, by ſhortening it to 
the period of a year: When the two acts, which 
paſſed in the reign of Edward the Third, or- 
dained that a Parliament ſhould be holden once 


every year, and more often if need be; the ob- 


Le3 -. jc& 
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ject then evidently being to prevent the Crown 
from acting without a Parliament, can it be con- 
ceived that they did not ſpeak what the Conſti- 


tution demanded, or that they did not mean a 
new Parliament every year? The fact is, during 


the whole of that reign, and for the firſt eighteen 


years of the following one, writs were annually. 
iſſued, and in ſome inſtances two or three times 


in the ſame year, for new elections, till Richard 
the Second made himſelf abſolute. 


And various were the occaſions in thoſe times, | 


when the Commons gave for an anfwery to any 


new propoſitions of magnitude, that they dared 
not agree without conferencewiththeir countries. 


At what period then was it that the conſent 


of the people was aſked, and obtained to ſo mo- 


mentous a propaſal, as that of diveſting them of 
their expected controul over their Repreſenta- 
tives? in fact of changing the terms on which 
the delegation: had paſſed from their hands ? 
Annual Parliaments are therefore the Antient 
Conſtitution of England, . and _ Birth-right of 
Engliſhmen. . 


Nor are they leſs beneficial i in policy than un- 


alienable in right.—ln the language of antient 
times, before the prejudices of habit had throw 
falſe colours over names and things, they were 
| ever deſcribed as conſiſtent: with the greateſt 
peace, and molt peaceably conducted: And in 
Parliamentary records, for more than two hun- 


dred years together, from 49 Henry the vm E 
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ull 22 Edward the Fourth, we find not ſo much 
as one double return, Bor möpp than two or 
three inſtances of elections queſtioned on any 
ground; a circumſtance ſurely moſt inviting, 
when put in contraſt with that' multitude ot 
perplexing inquiries, which of late years hath 

conſumed ſo much time, in Committees, to the 
great hinderance of the national buſineſs. —The 
plain reaſon is founded not in the time but in 
the nature of the thing ; 'the duration of the 
ſeat was not an 'obj 2 a violent conteſt, 
This wilt alſo diſpef the objection arifing from 
the probability of tumult and expenfiveneſs; to 
remove which, it will further contribute not a 
little, if we would give attention to what paſſes 
now among thoſe large Bodies of Electors who 
annually chuſe their corporate offices : But the 
argument againſt corruption furmounts every 
thing elſe. Nothing can give ſo much aſſurance 
of defeating it as this limitation. A feat for 
three years might induce a man's attention to 
a bribe.—He that fits but for one, is very un. 
likely to experience ſuch an offer, or will cer - 
tainly reject it, if he would not wiſh to put all 
his future expectations to an imminent riſque. 
When once the Conſtitution of Parliament is 
improved in theſe leading points, every thing 
elſe, that may appear to have its thare in re- 
formation, muſt be ſubordinate in its claſs, and 
muſt follow in its time: And the more efſectu- 
ally to enſure theſe, we entreat you, neither at 
| Ee 4 the 
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the next or any future election, to engage your 
ſupport, to any Candidate, before you are Bis 
fied that he will give his aſſiſtance in Parliament 
to the eſtabliſhment of ſo much of theſe reforms 
as may not then be accompliſhed, 


- 


— —— ——————— ——— f 
A motion being made, and the queſtion put, 
of it was reſolved, | (2, | 
That this Meeting do recommend to the ſe- 
| veral Committees, to perſevere unremittingly in 
l ſupport of the Petitions, and of ſuch meaſures 
1 . as tend to reduce the unconſtitutional influence 
N of the Crown, and for that purpoſe to unite 
| themſelves in a General Aſſociation. | 
-Reſolved, That obtaining a law for taking 
the ſuffrages of the people, in ſuch a mode as to 
1 prevent both expence in elections and the ope- 
q ration of undue influence therein, is neceflary 
| towards ſecuring the freedom of Parliament. 
i | Reſolved, That it be recommended to our ſe- 
1 veral Committees to adopt the following Propo- 
N ſitions, as parts of their general Plan of Union 
and Aſſociation; and to endeavour to obtain the 
objects of ſuch propoſitions, by application to 
and under the authority of Parliament, viz. 


Reſolved, © | | 
1ſt, That a diligent examination be made into 
all the branches of the receipt, expenditure, and 


mode of keeping and paſſing accounts of public 
wet | money 2 
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money, in order to obtain the Plan of Reform 
requeſted by the n of 2 . 


Reſolved, | | 
2d, That there be ſent to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, in addition to the preſent Repreſentatives 
of Counties, a number of Members not leſs than 
one hundred; to be choſen in a due proportion 
by the ſeveral counties of ho kingdom of Great- 
Britain, 


Reſolved, 
3d, That the Members of the Houſe of Com- 
mons be annually elected to ſerve in mum 


Reſolved, 

* That it be moſt earneſtly recommended. 
to the Freeholders of the different counties, and 
to the Electors of the cities and boroughs, 
throughout the kingdom, to ſupport, at the en- 
ſuing general election, ſuch Candidates to repre- 
ſent them in Parliament as ſhall, previous to the , 


election, by ſigning the Aſſociation or otherwiſe, 


have ſatisfied them, that they will ſupport the 
above important regulations in Parliament, or 
ſo much thereof as ſhall not be obtained in the 


preſent Parliament. 


Reſolved, 
That the propriety of . the following 
reſolution, as greatly tending to accelerate the 


attainment of the objects of the propoſed Plan 
of 
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of Political Reformation, be ſubmitted to the 


reſpective Committees, viz. 

That it be moſt earneſtly e to all 
Members of Parliament, who are friends to the 
above-mentioned propoſed Plan of Reform, to 
uſe their utmoſt endeavours, in this preſent 
ſeſſion of Parliament, to obtain the objects of 
that Plan. 


Reſolved, That the Shove Memorial, formed in 


this Meeting, be tranſmitted to the ſeveral Com- 
mittees, as containing Reaſons for the Plan of 
Aſſociation propoſed by this Meeting, which, we 


| truſt, will appear ſatisfactory to thoſe Committees, | 


and that they may be ſeverally requeſted to take 


fuch effectual meaſures as to them may ſeem 
meet, for making the ſame 2 ee 
the kingdom. 2 6 
(Signed) 
"By _ of this Meeting of Deputies 
C. WYVILL, Chairman, 


| Paper XI. 


9 1 
Poper xi 


circular Letter, which accompanied the Reyort of 
the Deputies, afendled in 22 


/ 
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Sir, 

| I AM directed by the Meeting 
of Deputics from the Committees: of ſeveral 
counties, cities, and towns which have petitioned 
Parliatnent for a redreſs of grievances, adjourned 
from the St. Alban's Tavern to this place, to 
tranſmit to you the encloſed copy of their 
Reſolutions, relative to an intended Plan of 
General Union and Aſſociation, accompanied 
with a copy of a Memorial containing reaſons 
in juſtification of thoſe Reſolutions, to be re- 
ported to the Committee of the 
at its next Aſſembly. 

The Deputies truſt their Reſolutions will be 
conſidered, not as offering to the-Committee a - 
complete and perfect ſyſtem of political reforma- 
tion, but as pointing out ſome principal objects 
of conſtitutional improvement, which, if ob- 
tained by the united efforts of the people, will 
facilitate and ſecure the eſtabliſhment of every 


other regulation which may be neceſſary to 


reſtore the Freedom and Independence of Parlia- 
ment, 
From 


9 — —ͤ—„—— — —— 


|. 
| 
| 


L. 449 ] 


From various circumſtances, the Deputies _ 
apprehend it may be found to be inexpedient in 
ſome counties to adopt a Plan of Aſſociation ſo 
extenſive as that traced out by their Reſolutions: 


In that caſe, as it is the general and received 
opinion, that ſhortening the duration of Parlia- 


ment will be improper, till the cxconomical re- 
form, and a more equal repreſentation of the 
people, have been obtained ; the Deputies con- 
ceive that the propoſition for ſhortening the 
duration of Parliament, may be poſtponed with 
leſs inconvenience in the original ' draught of 
Aſſociation, than any other propoſition recom 


mended by this Meeting. T 


I am alſo directed by the Meeting of Deputies 
to repreſent through you to the Committee, that 
there is much reaſon to apprehend Parliament 


may be diſſolved ſoon after the grant of ſupplies 


has received the Royal aſſent; that it behoves 
each Committee, therefore, to prepare for that 
event, by concerting meaſures effectually to ſup- 
port the intereſt of thoſe Candidates at the 
approaching general election, who are known 
to approve an economical reformation, a more 
equal repreſentation of the people, and ſhorten- 
ing the duration of Parliament. 

I beg leave further to repreſent, under the 
ſame authority, that the ſeveral Committees 


diſcountenancing all corrupt and unneceflary 


expences at any future elections, will thereby 
promote, in a conſiderable degree, the freedom 
of 
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independence of Parliament. 
1 


Sir, 
Your mod obedient ſervant, 
.. 


P. S. 1t is carnefily requeſted that nd copy of 
the incloſed combun tbap way eee | 
r public prints. 
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Account of the Debate in the Houſe of Commons 


on the 7th of May, 1782, on the Motion of the 
Honourable WILLIAM Pirr, for @ Reform 
of Parliament. 


-- A BOUT four o clock the order of the day 
was called for and Mr. William Pitt roſe, 
and prefaced his intended Motion with an 
apology for undertaking a taſk ſo extenſive; 
and which required abilities and experience ſo 
much greater than his; but having faid this, 
he would truſt to the indulgence of the Houſe, 
and believed that the importance of the ſubject 
to which he meant to call their attention, 
would induce them to treat it with the utmoſt 
ſeriouſneſs and reſpect.— The Repreſention of 
the Commons in Parliament was a matter ſo 
truly intereſting, that it had at all times ex- 


cited the regard of Men the moſt enlightened 4 
an 
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and the defect which they had found in that 
es 0/7 — had given them reaſon to ap- 
prehend the moſt alarming conſequences to the 
Conſtitution. It would be needleſs for him, 
in the preſent moment, to recall the memory 
of the Houſe to the many occaſions upon which 
he and others, in an anxious ſtruggle with a 
Miniſtry, who laboured to exert the corrupt 
influence of the Crown, in ſupport of an in- 
adequate Repreſentation of the. People, main- 
tained the neceſſity that there was for a' calm 
reviſion of the prineiples of the Conſtitution, 
and 2 moderate Reform of ſuch defects as had 
imperceptibly and gradually ftole in to deface, 
and which threatened at laſt totally to deſtroy 
the moſt beautiful Fabric of Government in 
the world. Upon theſe occaſions, they were 
unſucceſsful in their efforts, on account of that 
corrupt influence of which he had ſpoken; 
but at haſt, he thanked God, the voice of 
the People bad happily prevailed, and we were 
now bleſſed with a Miniſtry, whoſe wiſhes-went 


along with thoſe of the People, for a moderate 


Reform of the errors which had intruded 
themſelves into the Conſtitution; and he was 


happy to fee that there was a ſpirit of unani- 


mity prevalent in every part of the Kingdom, 
and alfo' in every part of that Houſe, which 
made the preſent day the fitteſt for under- 
taking this great taſk.—The Miniſters had de- 
clared their virtuous —— of ſupporting 

2 ; the 
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the King's Government by means more hw 
nourable as well as more permanent than cor- 
ruption ; and the nation had confidence in the 
declarations of men who had fo invariably 
proved themſelves the Friends of Freedom, 
and the animated Supporters of an equal and 
fair Syſtem of  Repreſentatibn. | That the 
frame of our Conſtitution had undergone ma- 
terial alterations, by which the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament had received an improper 
and dangerous bias, -and by which indeed, it 
had fallen ſo greatly from that direction and 
effe&t which it was intended, and ought to 
have in the Conſtitution, he believed it would 
be idle for him to attempt to prove. It was 
a fact ſo plain and palpable, that every man's 
reaſon, if not his experience, muſt point it out 
to him. He had only to examine the quality 

and nature of that branch of the Conſtitution 
as originally eſtabliſhed,” and compare it with 
its preſent ſtate and condition. That beautiful 
frame of Government which had made us the 
envy and admiration of mankind, in which 
the People were intitled to hold ſo diſtinguiſhed 
a ſhare, was ſo far dwindled and departed from 
its original purity, as that the Repreſentatives 
ceaſed, in a great degree, to be connected with 
the People. It was the eflence of the Conſtitu- 
tion, that the People had a ſhare in the Govern - 
ment by the means of Repreſentation ;' and its 


excellence and n was calculated to 
conſiſt 
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confift in this Repreſentation, having been 
deſigned to be equal, eaſy, practicable,” and 
complete When it: ceaſed to be ſo 3 hen the 
Repreſentative ceaſed to have connection with 
the Conſtituent, and was either dependent-on 


the Crown or the Ariſtocracy; there was adefet 


in the Frame of Repreſentation, and it was not 
innovation, but 1 of r to 
repair it. 

He would not, in the preſent me call 
to their view, or endeavour to diſcuſs the 
queſtion; whether this ſpecies of Reform, or 
thatz whether this fuggeſtion, or that, was the 
beſt ; and which would moſt completely tally 


and ſquare with the original Frame of the 
Conſtitution ;——It was fimply his purpoſe to 
move for the inſtitution of an inquiry, com- 


poſed of ſuch men as the Houſe ſhould, in 
their wiſdom, ſelect as the moſt proper and 
beſt qualified for inveſtigating this ſubject, and 

making a report to the Houle of the beſt means 
of carrying into execution a moderate and ſub- 
ſtantial Reform of the Repreſentation of the 
People. Though he would not preſs upon their 
conſideration any propoſition whatever, he 
ſhould ſtill think it his duty to ſtate ſome facts 
and circumftances, which-in his idea, made this 
object of Reform eſſentially neceſſary. He be- 
lieved, however, that even this was unn 5 
for there was not a Gentleman in the Hovſe, 


who would not FE with him, that 
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Repreſentation, as it now ſtood, was incom- 
plete. It was perfectly underſtood, that there 
were ſome Boroughs abſolutely governed by 
the Treaſury, and others totally poſſeſſed by 
them. It required no experience to fay that 
ſuch Boroughs had no one quality of Repre. 
ſentation in them; they had no-ſhare nor tub. 
ſtance in the general intereſts of the Country; 
and they had in fact no ſtake for which to 
appoint their Guardians in the popular Aſſem- 
bly. The Influence of the Treaſury in ſome 
Boroughs was conteſted, not by the Electors 
of theſe Boroughs but by ſome one or other 
powerful Man, who aſſumed or pretended to an 
Hereditary Property of what ought only to be 
the rights and privileges of the-EJeQors: ' The 
intereſts of the Treaſury were conſidered at 
well as the intereſts of the great Man, the Lord 
or the Commoner, who had connection with 
the Borough; but the Intereſts of the People, 
the Rights of the Electors, were the only things 
that never were attended to, nor taken into 
the account. Would any man ſay that in this 
caſe, there was the moſt diſtant idea or princi. 
ple of Repreſentation ? There were other Bo- 
roughs which had now in fact no actual 
exiſtence, but in the return of Members to the 
Houſe. They had no exiſtence in property, 
in population, in trade, in weight. There were 
hardly any men in the ' Borough who had a 
right to vote; and my were the ſlaves and 
| TE 


F 
ubſecti of 2a Perſon who' claimed the property 
of the Borough,: and who in fact made the re- 
turn. This alſo was no Repreſentation, nor 
any thingolike it. Another ſet uf Boroughs 
and Towns in the Jofty poſſeſion of Engliſh 
Freedom, claimed to themſelves the right of 
bringing their Votes tu market. They had no 
other market, no other property, and no other 
ſtaltꝭe in the Country, than the property and 
price which they procured for their Votes. 
Sach Boroughs were the moſt: dangerous of 
all others. 80 far from confulting the intereſts 
ot their Country in the choice which they 
made, they held out their Borough to the beſt 
purchaſer, and in fact, they belonged more to 
the Nabob of Arcot than they did to the People 
of Great -· Britain. They were Cities and Bo- 
roughs more within the juriſdiction of the 
Carnatic, than the limits of the Empire of 
Grea. Britain; and it was a fact pretty well 
known and generally unde that the 
Nabob of Arcot had no leſs than ſeven or eight 
Members in that Houſe. © Such Boroughs, 
then, were ſources of corruption, they gave 
riſe to an inundation of corrupt Wealth, and 
corrupt Members, who had no regard nor con- 
nection, either for or with the People of this 
Kingdom. It had always been conſidered, in 
all nations, as the greateſt ſource of danger to 
a kingdom when foreign influence was ſuffered 
to creep into the National Councils, the fat 
both > Ff 4 was 
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eas clear, that the influence of the Nabobs of 
India was great; why then might not their 
imaginations point out to them another moſt 
probable circumſtance that might occur, the 
danger of which would be evident, as ſoon as 
mentioned. Might not a Foreign State in 
enmity with this Country, by means of theſe 
Boroughs, procure à party of men to act for 
them under — Dag 
of that Houſe? 

Such a cabal was more to by dreaded than 
any other; and this, among other. domeſtic 
evils, was to be apprehended from the preſent 
incomplete and improper Frame of Repreſen- 
tation. How many other circumſtances were 
there, under which the various deſcriptions of 
Boroughs in this Kingdom were influenced, 
and ſeduced from their real and direct duty ? 
Having mentioned theſe facts by which ex- 

jence came in, aid of reaſon, to convince him 
of the inadequacy of Repreſentation, he eon - 
ceived it would be perfectly needleſs for him 
to enter into any argument to prove: the ne- 
ceſſity that there was for a Reform in this par · 
ticular. He was convinced that every Gentle- 
man would acknowledge the truth of the fact, 
however they might differ about the means of 
accompliſhing it; or about the delicacy with 
which they ought to meddle in any ſhape with 
the Conſtitution. He begged leave to: fay, 
that there was not a man 2 _ 
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more even for its veltiges, than him- 
felf. But he was afraid that the reverence and 
the enthuſiaſm: which Engliſhmerr' entertained 
for the Conſtitution, - would, if not ſuddenly 
prevented, be the means of deſtroying it; for 
ſuch was their enthuſiaſm, that they would 
not even remove its defects, for fear of touch- 
ing its beauty. He admired the one ſo much, 
ſo great was his reverence for the beauties of 
that Conſtitution, that he wiſhed to remove 
thoſe defects, as he clearly perceived that they 
were defects which altered the radical princi- 
ples of the Conſtitution, and it would not be 
innovation, as he had ſaid, but recovery of 
Conſtitution, ' to remove them; Gentlemen, 
were ready to acknowledge the truth of this, 
dut they ſtopped, from the difficulty of accom- 

pliſhing the neceſſary Reform. Many Propoſi- 
tions had been made from different quarters, 
towards this great national object. In parti- 
cular it had been ſaid, that the purity and 
independence of Parliament would be moſt 
eaſily accompliſhed, and the moſt effectually, 
by annihilating the corrupt influence of the 
Crown. This he was ready to acknowledge as 
a great and powerful means of reſtoring inde- 
pendence and reſpect to Parliament, and he 
Was happy to ſee, that under the preſent Mi- 
niſtry the corrupt influence of the Crown 
would not be exerted. It might therefore 
bas with 
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with truth be ſaid, that now the injuricus; 
corrupt, and baneful influence of the Crown 
was no more, Its eſſect would not be felt 
during the Miniſtry of a ſet of men who were 
the Friends of Conſtitutional Freedom; but it 
was the duty of Parliament to provide for the 
future, and to take care that in aw time this 
ſecret and dark ſyſtem ſhould be revived, to 
contaminate the fair and honourable. Fabric of 
our Government. This influence was of the 
moſt pernicious kind; and at all mes ind 
been pointed to as the fertile ſource of all ou 
miſeries. It had been ſubſtituted in the room 
of wiſdom, of activity, of exertion, and of 
ſucceſs. It was but too naturally connacted 
with the extenſive limits of our Empire, and 
with the broad and great ſcale upon which its 
operations were conducted. It had been truly 
 faid of this corrupt influence, That it had 
grown with our growth, and ſtrengthened with 
our ſtrength.” —Unhbappity, however, for this 
Country, it had not decayed with our. decay, 
nor diminiſhed with our decreaſe,” It bore no 
ſympathy nor connection with our falling State; - 
but even under that Miniſtry, who, by their 
mad impolicy, had contracted the limits of the 
Empire, this corrupt influence was ſtill found 
to exiſt in all its ſtrength, and had ſupported 
the Miniſtry fat a length of years, againſt all 
the conſequences of their miſchievous ſyſtem, 

and a deſolated Empire. He thanked * 
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that we had now a Miniſtry, ho placed Their 
dependence on 2 more honourable baſis," and 
who conceived nothing to be more 
or eſſential to the nent intereſts of thein 
Country, than the total overthrow: and. en 
unctidn of this influence; + = | i. 
It had been choughroby: foine; that the ben 
means of effeRing a more near relation between 
the R tives ind the People, was to take 
from the deeayed and corrupt Boroughs a part 
of their Members, and add them to 
which: had” more lntereſt and ſtake in the 
Country. Another mode of making the con- 
nection between the Repreſentative and Con- 
ftityent more livel and intimate, was to 
the former more frequently before the Electors, 
by ſhortening the duration of Purliament . 
Dat all theſe- propoſitions he would beg leave; 
for the preſent, to omit-entirely, and to deliver 
the matter to the Committee to be choſen free 
from all ſuggeſtions whatever, that they might 
exerciſe their on judgment, and collect, from 
the lights which they would receive, full and 
complete information on the ſubject. He — 
therefore content "himſelf with faying, that 
having mentioned the manner in which he 
would take the liberty of propoſing to inſtitute 
this inquiry, he hoped that he ſhould be for- 
given for taking up this important buſineſs. 
The matter of complaint was clear to him; 
and he was ſtrengthened in his opinion from 


— 
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the advice of ſome of the firſt and i 
characters in the kingdom. Ihe aſſiſtance 
which be had received, he acknowledged with 
gratitude, as it fortified his mind in regard to 
| the opinions which he had formed an the 
ſubject. It was alſo the opinion of many 
reſpectable characters now no more, and patti- 
cularly of one, of whom every Member in tha 
Houſe could ſpeak with — than 
himſelf. That perſon was not apt to indulge 
vague and chimerical ſpeculations, inconſiſtent 
with practice and expediency. He perſonally 
knew, that it was the opinion of this perſon, 
that without recurring to firſt principles in this 
reſpect, and eſtabliſhing a more ſolid and equal 
Repreſentation of the People, by which the 
proper conſtitutional connection ſhould be re- 
vived, this Nation, with the beſt capacities for 
grandeur and happineſs of any on the face of 
the earth, muſi be confounded with the maſs 
of thoſe whoſe liberties were loſt, -in the cor- 
ruption of the People. With regard to the 
time at which he had brought it on, be was 
convinced that it was the moſt proper and 
ſeaſonable moment that could be imagined,— 
If it had been brought forward during an eager 
oppoſition to the meaſures of Government, it 
might have been conſidered as the object of 
ſpite, or peeviſhneſs; and if under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances they had prevailed, it would have 


been ſaid to he carried by aſſault. But now. 
-.- ; {are 
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there was no diviſion of ſentiments. His Ma- 
jeſty's Miniſters reſpected the voice of the Peo- 
ple, and were anxiouſly bent on the Reforma- 
tion of-Parliament. If there was any diviſton 
of opinion at all, it was about the means of 
accompliſhing the object. He concluded with 
moving, That a Committee be appointed to 
enquire into the State of the Repreſentation in 
Parliament, and to fepore to the Houle their 
obſervations thereon.” 

Mr. Alderman Sawbridge ſeconded the mo- 
tion ; and he did it he ſaid with particular 
fatisfaCtion, becauſe he thought it the only 
method that Parliament could purſue for re- 
this Country to its rank and eſtimation. 
He had himſelf the intention of moving the 
queſtion : but hearing it was the deſign of the 
Honourable Gentleman to urge it, from whom 
it would come with ſo much more weight and 
conſequence, he bad cheerfully given up his 
purpoſe, and had heard the Honourable 
Gentleman open the buſineſs with that great 
and aſtoniſhing ability for which he was fo 
juſtly diſtinguiſhed. © He earneſtly recom. 
mended' this important matter to the Houſe, 
and hoped and truſted that it would receive 
their general conſent. 

Mr. Powis roſe, he ſaid to give his hearty 
negative to the queſtion, from a thorough con. 
viction, that ſo far from its being of real ſervice 
it would be attended with infinite miſchief : 

the 
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the Conſtitution, in its preſent form, had Rood 
the teſt of many ages, and had been the enyy o all 
the Workd; he could not ſee any good 
the preſent motion would anſwer—foritw 
not aſſiſt Government in — — _ 
guinca, towards carrying on ar W 
vigour, or towards eſlabliſhing chat me 
wiſhed for object, Peace. 

Mr. T. Pitt, delivered his ſentiments. on \ the 
queſtion to the following effect: I riſe under 
a degree of pain and embarraſſment upon the 
preſent queſtion, that I never experienced upon 
any other occaſion ſince I have had the honour 
to have a ſeat in this Houſe. The pecullarities 
of my fituation here, at the ſame time they 
draw every eye upon me in a queſtion of this 
nature, lay me under ſuck difficulties, that they 
ſcarcely allow me the hberty of delivering an 
honeſt and ſincere opinion upon a- matter at 
once of ſo much delicacy and importance. I 
am conſcious of the obvious interpretation that 
every word will bear from my mouth, where 
my opinion coincides with an evident and pal- 
pable intereſt. Would to God, Sir, that at this 
moment my intereſt and opinion were in oppo» 
| fite ſcales, that I might find credit with thoſe who 
hear me, in delivering the- genuine fentiments 
of my heart upon a ſubject upon which I ſhould 
think it criminal to conceal them. 

Believe me, Sir, I feel alſo not only the diſ- 
. under which I riſe to oppoſe a po- 

pular 


. 
pular opinion fo ably ſupported, but that it is 
with extreme reluctance I can bring myſalf to 
oppoſe a Propoſition. introduced to you hy my 
worthy Friend and near relation, mtibſe zeal 
upon this occaſion, ax upon all others, bears 
teſtimony to that ardour which — him 
in the cauſe of Freedom, and to that? bload, 
which warms the feclings of bia heart with 
every pure and difintereſted / affeftion towards 
Bi Country; yet, Sir, not che admiratiom of 
dia virtues and talents, nor ſentiments of Kind- 
neßß an conſfihguinity, nor a regard to the in- 


terpretation that may be put upon my conduct, 
ſhall upon fo» great an ocrafion' deter me from 


my duty : 210, Sir; Exvilluſs the — 
a feat in this Houſe allows me; as long ax Tam 
permitted to have a feat in it; I will deliver my 
ſentiments' boneftly, boldly, and faithfully; 1 
will warn you of a danger that is opening upon 
you of the moſt alarming nature, and: which 
in my opinion, leads directly to ſuch miſchief 
and confuſion: as it will not be in the power of 
any human effort to remedy. Sir, may I de - 
permitted to fay, I diſapprove of the Propoſi- 
tion, of the mode, and of the moment it is 
offered to you. I difapprove of the Propoſition 
r. ean admit 
„ principle of equal Repreſentation. I ſee 
bo worthy Friend diſclaims ſuch a principle: 


1 will-ſhew him in an inſtant, by * 
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the mode, that it leads to nothing ele; Con- 


fidering the Pr as leading to that prin- | 
ciple, I diſapprove of it as totally inapplicable 
to the Britiſh Conſtitution, I diſapprove of the 


mode, becauſe I confider a Committee of the 


ſort propoſed by my Honourable Friend,” con- 
fining itſelf to no ſpecific tion, nay, to 
no line or principle whatſoever, as tending to 
no purpoſe” but to hold out viſionary hopes to 


viſionary men, which it is utterly impoſſible 
to ſatisfy, and which, ending in diſappoint- 


ment to the expectation of the Public, can pro- 


duce no conſequence but to inflame their paf- 
ſions, and diffeminate diſcontent over the King- 
dom. Now, Sir, as to the moment, allow me 
to ſay, it appears to me ill choſen upon many 
accounts. There are at this time wild and ex- 
travagant ideas in the Public, with regard to 
the Repreſentation, which I hope time and re. 
flection will expoſe in their true light; but till 
that ſpirit ſhall have ſubſided, it is little likely 
that any ſober, practical judicious ſcheme of 
regulation in this particular can be attended 
with thoſe ſatisfactory conſequences we might 


wiſh. Our attention at this important criſts 
is diſtracted amongſt a variety of objects, many 
of them eſſential to our immediate exiſtence as 
a State; many of them teuding to ſuch Re- 
forms, as may promiſe to us either ceconomy 
in Adminiſtration of our Finances, or ſtability 
250 to 
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to our happy Conſtitution. For God's ſake, - 1 
let us not embrace ſo many objects at a time, 
that it is impoſlible to give to any one of them 
that degree of attention ſo neceſſary to render 
it adequate to its purpoſe... Reformation, if i it 
is wiſe and effectual, muſt be gradual in its. 
progreſs : let us ſee the eſſect of what we have 
already undertaken before we proceed farther., 
Every, innovation is an experiment; and it 
would be the completeſt raſhneſs to hurry one 
project upon another haſtily, inconſiderately, 
till the minds of men are alarmed. with appre- 
henſions that nothing will be left quiet in the 
Kingdom. 

Having ſaid thus much, Sir, let me examine 4 
for a Pens, what is the clamour againſt the 
preſent State of the Repreſentation ; in what 
it is ſuppoſed to have departed io widely from 
its firſt principle and in what that defect con- 

fiſts which is ſuppoſed to cry ſo loudly for Re- 
formation. Theoriſts, it ſcems, have endea- 
voured to eſtabliſh as a maxim, that that nation 
only can be free where: no individual in it is 
governed but by laws to which he has given 
his affent in perſon, or by the mouth of one he 1 
has perſonally deputed to give that aſſent for | 
him: Freedom, therefore, is ſtated to conſiſt 
in equal perſonal Repreſentation. Good God, 
Sir, is that the principle upon which the Houſe 
has been eſtabliſhed by our anceſtors? Can any 
ſuch principle be applied to our Conſtitution? 
| Gg | TT. 
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Equal Repreſentation, Sir, when out of a ttiaſs 


_ of ſix of ſeven millions of inhabitants, not per- 


haps three hundred thouſand have been truſted 
with the privilege of voting” for Repreſenta- 


tives! What has been the hiſtory of Parliament, 


atleaſt, the hiſtory of the Houſe-of Commons ? 


The firſt writs, if I miſtake not, in the Reign 


of Henry TI. fummoned to Parliament none but 
Knights of the Shire; they were conſidered as 
a complete Repreſentation of the People. But 
how was their equality adjuſted? By aſſigning 
the fame number. of Repreſentatives to 'the 
County of Rutland, as to the Counties of De- 
von, Somerſet, Lincoln, and York. ' Is there 


ſcarcely a greater inequality to be ftated in the 


preſent Repreſentation ? To thoſe, Sir, which I 
have ever thought to be the true Repreſenta- 
tives of the People at large, were added the 
great Cities, and by degrees large Towns, Places 
of Note, and even inconſiderable Villages. By 
what rule they were added is difficult to ſay 
certainly not by any rule of equal Repreſenta- 
tion, or the uniform importance of the Places 
that were honoured with this privilege. The 
prerogative was held at that time compe- 


tent to grant ſugh privileges, as it granted the 


privileges of Corporations and Immunities as it 
thought expedient ; and ſuch beneficial or ho- 
norary privileges have ever been held among 
the moſt ſacred Rights that we poſſeſs. Is it fit, 
is it expedient, Sir, to try theſe chartered privi- 
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Jonas 6 this time of day, by a new ad. 
never did apply to them? Alas, Sir, if I have 
any intereſt in the queſtion, do with it as you 
pleaſe ; God forbid any intereſt of mine, how- 
ever dear, however valuable, ſhould ſtand one 
moment in the way of the public welfare and 

proſperity ! It is of little moment whether I or 
my poſterity have the - means continued to us 
of troubling you in this Houſe; 1 have never 
preſumed to ſtate a perſonal privilege to be ſo 
ſacred as that it ought not to give way to the 
conſideration of the Public. I am perſuaded, 
on the other hand, the Legiſlature will never 
lightly be induced to trample upon ancient and 


valuable Rights, upon fanciful grounds f 


theory and ſpeculation. Equal Repreſentation, 
Sir, as an eſſential principle of free Govern. - 
ment did I ſay only, that it never has applied 
to the Conſtitution of this Government ? Shew 
me the Country upon the globe where ſuch. a 
principle ever did apply. Plauſible and popular 
as ſuch an idea may now be, it is of all extra- 
vagant ideas, the moſt extravagant, the moſt 
impracticable, the moſt viſionary and abſurd. 
If it be efſential to a free Government, there 
never has been a free Government ſince men 
were united in ſociety, and there never can 
be one as long as the world endures. 

But, Sir, if the lighteſt recollection obliges 
us to abandon this range principle, what other 
ſhall we ſubſtitute in its room as the — 
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of the Britiſh Parliament? Let us for a moment 
reflect upon the origin and purpoſe of its in- 
ſtitution, and we ſhall not be at a loſs for its 
-real principles. What, Sir, is the purpoſe of 
Parliament, but a balance againſt the power of 
the Crown? There, Sir, is your, true principle; 
without entering into nice diſcuſſions, and 
theoretical ſyſtems, fitter at all times for Philo- 
ſophers than Stateſmen ; let us ſee whether the 
end be anſwered of our inſtitution, Theory 
and praQtice are perpetually at variance; let us 
be guided by our experience of what exiſts, not 
by the hypothetical arguments of what ſhould 
probably be the caſe. If, for example, Sir, my 
conduct, fince I have had the honour of a ſeat 
in this Houſe, has beeri marked with ſomething 
ſo peculiarly ſervile and abject, that it ſhould 
neceſſarily induce you to imagine that the 
tenure by which I obtain that ſeat is under the 
immediate influence of the Crown, I ought to 
be the immediate object of your Reformation, 
To that object, if Reformation muſt take place, 
to that object direct your attention, and you 
will indeed recur to the firſt principle of your in- 
ſtitution. No, Sir; the Members of this Houſe, 
however variouſly elected, ſtand individually 
and collectively as the Repreſentatives of all 
the ſubjects under your dominions. If they 
anſwer the great purpoſe of defending the Peo- 
ple at large from the encroachments of Power, 
and the increaſing influence of the Crown ; 


Foy we 
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if we hold the purſes of the People, as faithful 


guardians; if we preſerve the Laws of the 


Country from violation, we anſwer every pur- 
poſe of our intention, whatever irregularities a 
ſpeculatiſt may think he diſcovers in our inſti, 
tution ; for that Country enjoys the benefit of 
Civil Liberty, where the Laws of the Land hold 
an equal courſe to all, not where all are equally 


- repreſented. Wherever the Law can be. dif 


penſed with, and altered at the arbitrary plea- 
ſure of the indiyidual, let the Repreſentation 
be what it will, ſuch a Country is, in that de- 
gree, ſubject to arbitrary power. . 

- Having: then, Sir, endeavoured to eſtabliſh 
what I think the true and only principle of the 
Britiſh Parliament, that it is a balance againſt, 
the influence of the Crown, (and thinking ſo, 
the encroachments of that influence ſhall ever 
be the object of my jealouſy, whilſt I have a 
Vote allowed me in this Houſe) let me go one 
ſtep farther ; I am ſenſible I am going to tread 
upon delicate ground; there are arguments 
that can rather by a hjnt be brought home to 
your own experience, than explained and di- 
lated upon by me. Is all influence upon this 
Houſe equally dangerous, equally Alarming, 


| equally ſubverſive of the great principle I have 


eſtabliſhed ? I have heard, upon other. occaſions, 


that there are influences of individuals more 
ohnoxious to the freedom of this Houſe, than 


even the influence of the Crown. Let us take 
Gg3 beed, 
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heed, Sir, in what we are doing, when we wiſh 
to remove all influence from among us. We 
cannot too often be reminded of the difference 
between theory and practice: what was the 
conteſt with the Crown before the inſtitution 
of this Houſe ? I will not call it a conteſt for 
Liberty; it was a conteſt for Power only be- 
tween the King, the Barons, and the Clergy. 
What, Sir, has been the change that ſince its 
firſt origin has thrown weight-into the balance 
of this HouſeY What, Sir, but the weight of 
property, (I will ſpeak out, for I am not to be 
diſcouraged by hard words, or miſrepreſenta- 
tions that may render me unpopular without 
doors) I will fay, the ariſtocratical weight of 
property, which, increaſing in this Houſe, has 
enabled it to ſtand againſt the influence of the 
Crown. The circumſtances under which the 
other Houſe exiſts at preſent perhaps it would 
not be decent in me minutely to deſcribe ; let 
me only ſay, that ſuch a counterpoiſe would | 
hardly be thought ſufficient to rely upon ; the 
Barons are no longer the barrier againſt the 
encroachments of the Crown. Let us take 
care, that by innovation purely democratical, 
and which ſhall remove from us that influence 
to which we owe ſo much of our importance, 
we do not reduce ourſelves back again'to that 
ſtate, when the great influence of all may cruſh | 
us under its feet, 

Ta 
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To revert, Sir, to the words of the motion "SE. 
upon your paper, they put this Houſe, in my © Þ 
opinion, under à very cruel dilemma. If yo 
give a negative to the propoſed Committee, the 
prejudice of the times will not fail to Eon 
us as partial, prejudiced, and corrupt; ſhutting 
our ears even to the examination of thoſe evils 
which they are taught to believe to be fo fatal 
to their liberties, for fear we ſhould be obliged 
to confeſs the neceſſity of a remedy. By this 
means, the confidence of the People, fo pecy-' 
Harly effential to us at this time, may be in 
fome meaſure withdrawn from us to the great 
detriment of the Public, and the danger 
of the r 'weal, Should we receive the 
Pro we ſhould launch into a ſea that has 
no ſhore; 71 is 2 general enquiry, without any” 
thing defined or ſpecific as its object; it opens 
an inquiſition into the ſtate of every Borough; 
it alarms the feelings of every one who has an 
intereſt in ſo extenſive a conſideration, whilſt 
it holds out to the Public an expectation which 
neither mean to ſatisfy, nor ought to ſa- 
tisfy, nor could ſatisfy, if it were never ſo ex- 
pedient. Had my worthy Friend, the mover 
of this queſtion, done me the honour to conſult 
me previouſly. upon his firſt intention, I would 
have deprecated ſuch a meaſure by every argu- 
ment I could have urged to him. Were it 
poſſible I could now flatter myſelf that I could 
diſſnade him from perſiſting in it, I ſhould 
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Tet, to every feeling in his boſom; I ſee it 
would be in vain; my worthy Friend has his 
opinion formed, and is determined to abide by 


it: be it ſo; I can only lament it, and ac- 
quieſce under the neceſſity it impoſes upon this 


Houſe. _ Let us conſider then upon what we 
are going to decide upon. the preſent queſtion. 
It is not whether any one ſpecific alteration in 


the N or rather any one inſtance 


of the Repreſentation would be for the better or 
the worſe; it is whether we ſhall think it ex- 
pedient to open a general ſhop to receive all 
the projects of the wildeſt of the projectors; ta 
let looſe the imaginations: of the Public upon 
the moſt delicate, and at the ſame time the moſt. 
important. conſideration. Gentlemen may flat - 
ter themſelves they can ſet bounds to theſe, 
enquiries as they pleaſe, and be maſters of the 
torrent they are going to let in upon us; that 
when they admit the principle of equal Repre- 
ſentation, which they feel impracticable in its 
full force, they can reſtrain its operations to the 
degree they ſhall think proper. They are 
miſtaken; the principle mult be carried through 
or it muſt be abandoned, It it is true, if it 
admits an_inherent right ig every individual, 
who is free only in as much as he poſſeſſes it, 
what right have you to make exceptions ? 
what argument will you expect to ſatisfy the 


infinite majority you mult by the ſtrongeſt of 


all urgencies, by abſolute neceflity, and the 
nature of things, deprive of it ? If it is a natural 
right, all have the right or none; there is no me- 

dium. 
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dium. Far be it from me to ſay, that there are 
no defects that can be remedied in the preſent 
State of Repreſentation. Shew me the let 
Propoſition, that does not involve me in ſo 
dangerous, and I will ſay, as far as relates to 
this Conſtitution, ſo new a principle, and I will 
lend to it my moſt ſerious attention, I will 
reject it, if upon mature deliberation it appears 
to me inexpedient; I will embrace it with an 
honeſt zeal, if I think it tends to the digni 114. 
honour, and independence of Parliament, wi 
out the miſchiefs that attend raſh and ill- 
digeſted innovations. Such Propoſitions I do 
not deſpair to ſee before you at a fit time; but 
in the preſent moment, to countenance ſo ge- 
neral, ſo undefined a meaſure as that upon your - 
table, would be, in my poor judgement, ſuch 
an act of madneſs and infatuation, as could tend 
to nothing but tumult and diſorder, and every 
confuſion that expectation, followed by diſ- 
appointment, could. operate upon the paſſions 
of the multitude. 

Mr. M'Donald confeſſed himſelf againſt the 
motion, and owned, that as the preſent Form 
of the Conſtitution had ſtood from Charles the 
Second's time, without any material alteration, 
he could ſee nd reaſon for any amendment to 
it at the preſent ; he contended, that every part 
of the Kingdom was repreſented, and in- 
ſtanced, that in other Countries reſpe& was not 
always paid to the number of the inhabitants, 
yet no complaints were made; witneſs Holland, 
where Amſterdam ſent no more Delegates than 
the 
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the ſmalleſt Province, yet no complaint Was 
made of any unfair Repreſentation. wh 
Sir — Savile, after having complimented 
Mr. W. Pitt on the eloquence of his ſpeech, and 
added a fervent prayer, that Providence would 
put it into his heart, ever to make a generous 
and benevolent uſe of the diſtinguiſſled talents it 
had intruſted to him, acknowledged himſelf a 
firm friend to the motion, and declared that it 
was his opinion that the Houſe might as well 
call itſelf the Repreſentative of France, as of 
the People of England, for the meaſures of the 
late Miniſtry had certainly received the ſanction 
of that Houſe, although they had univerſally 
been reprobated by the Country at large. He 
had a large oak, he ſaid, growing ſome time 
ſince on his eſtate, which bore many green 
leaves on the trunk of it, and ſeemed to be in 
a flouriſhing ſtate; but on looking at the tree 
there appeared a hole or two, which he looked 
farther into, and on a cloſe inſpection he found 
the tree was rotten within; the inſide was 
mere touchwood. He had the rotten part dug 
out, and now the tree formed a commodious 
place fit for a dozen perſons to dine in. He 
compared the preſent Conſtitution to that ve. 
nerable old oak; it appeared found, but on 
inſpection he feared it would be found like the 
tree, rotten at the heart. In one reſpect, how, 
ever, the compariſon failed, and it was well it 
did ſo ; for when in the natural courſe of vege · 
tation, the oak had become pnſound, no — 
co 
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could reſtore the aged tree to a found and 
healthy ſtate; neither amputation nor engrafti 
could tap its progreſs in decay; or preven 
its diſſolution. But it was otherwiſe with the 
Conſtitution ; when age or accidental diforder 
threatened to deſtroy it, ſuch means, ſeaſonably 
applyed, might be ſucceſsful; they might reſtore 
its decaying frame to the health and vigour of 
its ſoundeſt ſtate. —But that the ſalutary means 
alluded” to, would be timely applyed, he was 
by no means confident, When he looked for- 
ward to the probable events of future time, the 
proſpect gave him no ſatisfaction. 2 


However the world might reprobate him, he 


could not, he faid, help confeſſing that no good 
news of late years had given him any degree 


of pleaſure; it was to him, like viduals to a ck 


man, it palled his appetite, for he plainly faw 
that nothing but diſtreſs cauld bring about a 
Reformation, nothing but diſtreſs of the utmoſt 
horror could open the eyes of the People; it 
was well for this Country if their eyes ſhould 
not be opened too late. 

Sir Horace Mann confeſſed that he thought 
the queſtion rather premature; there undoubt - 
edly was room for a Reform, but now was not 
the proper time: he had a large landed pro- 
perty he ſaid, contiguous to the Town he re- 
preſented, yet he did not wiſh that landed 
property ſhould have the ſole Repreſentation of 
the People ; there were other properties which 


- „ 


ought to be conſidered, but as he thought the 


preſent 
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. motion would not lead to that deſired 
end, he ſhould move the order of the day, as a 
means of getting rid of the preſent queſtion... 

The Earl of Surry confefled himſelf a warm 
advocate for the motion, as firſt moved, and 
hoped the Houſe would ſet about it with a good 
will, as great utility might be expected now we 
had a Miniſtry who were Friends to the People, 
and we were not in the ſame predicament now 
as when 2a Reform was ſet about in the 15th: 
century; then we had religious controverſies ;- 
but now, thank God, there was nothing of the 
kind. * 
Mr. Byng ſaid, he roſe with the greateſt plea- 
fure to give a hearty aſſent to a Committee. 
being appointed for the purpoſe propoſed : the 
County he had the honour to fit for, was ſo. 
ſhamefully repreſented, in point of number, 
that he frequently was at a loſs to get a quorum 
of its Members to do any bulineſs, although it 
was the County in which the very Houſe of 
Parliament ſtood; a regulation was neceſſary, 
he ſaid, and he ſhould be happy to give every 
fupport to a meaſure of the kind; the tree was 
rotten, and it was proper either to lop aff the 
branches or ſtrike at the root. 

Mr. Rolle declared himſelf againſt the mo- 
tion, and inſinuated, that the Hon. Gentleman, 
Mr. Pitt, had been preſſed into the ſervice ; he 


was certain, he ſaid, that the Country did, 


"Qt Os of the preſent Repreſentation, but, 
it 
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it had been ſet on foot by a ſet of ſpeculative 
Men, who had, in Aſſociations and Meetings of 
that kind, ſtirred the People up to aſk for ſome- 
thing which they never before thought of. 
Sir Charles Turner faid, he never ſhould 
mince matters, whenever be thought the liberty 
of the ſubject was in danger; he conſidered the 
Houſe of Commons at preſent, as a parcel of 
_ thieves that had ſtolen an eſtate, and were 
afraid of letting any perſon look into the title 


deeds, through fear of loſing it again. That the 


Houſe of Commons at preſent were not the 
Repreſentatives of the People was plain, for 
they had carried on the curſed American War, 


notwithſtanding the voice of the People was ſo 


much againſt it; and the Honourable Baronet 
who had moved the order of the day, ſhould 
have recollected that the Cinque Ports returned 
their Members to Parliament by the voice of 
the Revenue Officers; he believed, he ſaid, the 
preſent Miniſtry were honeſter than the laſt, 
but that was no reaſon for him to be quiet, de 
wanted the Conſtitution to be in ſuch a ſitua. 
tion, that no Miniſtry, however bad, could for 
the future make uſe of it againſt the ſubje& ; 
it was a good thing, he faid, to have a good 
King, but we ought to guard againſt a bad one. 
He had in his infancy ſucked. the milk of pa- 
triotiſm, and he was confident ſome of that 
milk till remained in him, and would come 
forth on all occaſions of this kind. He was 


| 
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bimiclf 2 Member for the City of York, and be 
was confident the whole County was for a 
fair and equal Repreſentation, and if it was not 
adopted by the Houſe, the People would them- 
ſelves infiſt upon it. s 

Mr. Courtenay, in a ſpeech of cbnſiderable 
length, full of ſevere ſatire, kept the Houſe in 
2 continual roar of laughter; he confeſſed him - 
ſelf a warm friend to the motion, from a 
| thorough conviftion that a regulation was ex- 
tremely neceflary ; he read a paſſage from 
Locke, highly in favour of the regulation, and 

t a ſimile to the Houſe: ſuppoſing, that he 
Bad d an old manſion which had run to decay by 
the negle& of the Steward, the upper part 
deſtroyed by neſts of daws, and the lower part 
undermined with rats, what would be neceflary 
in that buſineſs? why, certainly, to pull the 
manſion down, and erect a new building in its 
ſtead; but he made no doubt People would 
ſay, what, deſtroy that old fabric, that place | 
that was the admiration of your anceſtors ? No, 
do not touch it. He would anſwer yes, I am 
determined to make the eſtate as valuable as 
poſſible. 

Mr. Secretary Fox ſaid, he roſe with pleaſure 
to ſpeak on a topic in which the rights of the 
People, and the freedom of the ſubject, were ſo 
materially concerned ; it was always contended, 
he ſaid, that the People of England were vir- 
tually repreſented, and it had been carried 
farther ; 
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farther ; ſome perſons had formerly faid, "a 


the People of America were in fact as much re- 
reſented as the People of Birmingham; though 
e was free to confeſs, that by the preſent Houſe 
of Commons the People were virtually repre- 
ſented ; yet a virtual Repreſentation 3 
a mere ſuccedaneum for an equal R 
tion, and Gentlemen who were ſo ſtrenuous for | 
the' ſupport of the preſent Conſtitution, fre- 
quently made uſe of the franchiſe granted to 
Freeholders by Henry the Sixth, in various 
ways as beſt ſuited their purpoſe. If they 
would only recollect, a Frecholder of forty 
ſhillings in thoſe days was a man of great 
eſtate; to exclude every man now from 
who had not an eſtate equal to forty ſhillings _ 
in thoſe times, would be excluding the greateſt 
part of the preſent Freeholders. That ho we voice 
of the People was not to be collected from the 
votes of that Houſe was plain, for in all the great 
queſtions for the welfare of the Country, he had 
obſerved that the County Members, which 
were moſt likely to be independent, had uni- 
formly voted, in a proportion of five ſixths 
for the queſtion, but had been overpowered 
by the Members for the rotten Boroughs, 
which totally defeated every good end that 
could be A= The Duke of Richmond, 
he ſaid, had laſt year introduced à bill into 
the other Houſe of Parliament for an equal Re- 


preſentation; he could not, he owned, ſubſcribe - . 


to 
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to all the parts of it; but he was convinced 


that the Noble Peer meant it for the public 
good, for he was not aſhamed to confeſs that 


de looked upon him as the moſt able and fit 


'man to bring about a Reform of. any this 
Country could boaſt of. It had been ſaid, that 
to add Members to the Counties would be en- 
creaſing the Ariſtocratic influence; he owned 
it would; and in ſome meaſure he confeſſed 
himſelfa friend to that doctrine; but he would 
wiſh to be underſtood at the ſame time not to 
mean the influence of Peers, but to conſider 
the monied intereſt as the Ariſtocratic part ; 
men who had ſtakes to loſe ought, and he 
truſted would be the moſt anxious, to preſerve 
them ; it had been ſuggeſted to him, that the 
army and navy ought to be excluded that 
Houſe ; he was of quite a different opinion ; 
for he could wiſh in order to make that Houſe 
perfect, that it ſhould contain the landed, the 
navy, the army, the monied, and in ſhort every 
intereſt ; but it did not at preſent ;| and the 
City for which he had the honour to fit was ſo . 
little repreſented, that the County in which 
it ſtoud, although it contained one - eighth part 
of the whole number of Ele&ors of Great- 
Britain, although it paid one-fixth part of the 
Land-Tax, and a full third of all other taxes, 
yet it had not more than a fifty-fifth part of 
the Repreſentation. . Certainly no man in that 
Houſe could in juſtice contend, that a County | 

| O , 
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af Middleſex was fairly repreſented; for if they 
did; he muſt differ from them materially, He 
paid a variety of compliments to Mr. W. Pitt, 
for his ſteady attachment to liberty, and de- 
clred that he. found nothing but the moſt 
imminent danger would ever awaken the Peo- 
ple to a ſenſe of their danger; he reprobated 
the ruinous meaſures of the late Miniſtry, and 
declared that he wiſhed for no other ſupport 
than what would naturally come from a thorough 
conviction that his meaſures were right. | 

Mr. Thomas Pitt ſaid in explanation, that he 
had not oppoſed going into. the Committee be- 
cauſe there were a yariety of opinions concern- 
ing the State of the Repreſentation, . but be. 
cauſe it would tend to countenance an extra- 
vagant and impracticable opinion that was got 
abroad, via. That the defect in our Conſtitu- 
tion was the unequal Repreſentation, and would 
therefore raiſe thoſe expectations it would not 
ſatisfy ; whilſt ſpecific Propoſitions involved in 
them no principle but their own. He admitted 
that he had heard the 'Mover in his opening 
diſclaim the principle of equal Repreſentation in 
its extent, but that it was to him the ſame thing 
in its degree; the one was impracticable, the 
other partial and unjuſt. He diſclaimed the 
meaning Mr. Fox had put upon. his definition 
of Civil Liberty, where the Law was equal to 
all and not ad arbitrium - cujyſcunque, which he 
took to be the definition ot arbitrary power. 
* * ſaid he * from ſuppoſing it a 


matter 
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matter of indifference under what form of Go 
vernment ſuch a ſyſtem of Civil Liberty were 
to be maintained, On the contrary, that its 
exiſtence depended ſolely upon the degree of 
Political Liberty, in the form of Government, 
without which it could ſcarce ſubſiſt an hour. 
He explained alſo, that ſo far from being an 
enemy to any Reform in the Repreſentation, 
if it came in the ſhape of a ſpecific Propoſition, 
there was one that he confeſſed himfelf ex- 
tremely partial to, viz. That which he heard 
Lord Chatham ſtate formerly to the Houſe of 
Lords ; the adding one more Knight of the 
Shire to each County in England, without in- 
terfering with the preſent Repreſentation in 
Boroughs, &c. This, he ſaid, was the conclu- 
ſion that patriot had formed from his ex- 
perience and reflection at an advanced period 
of life, and which he himſelf cordially adopted 
as thinking it would add new vigour to the 
Repreſentation without the inconveniences of 
innovation. 
Mr. Powis and Sir G. Savile roſe to explain 
after which 
The Lord Advocate declared himſelf an 
enemy to the motion, from a certainty that it 
could produce nv good. The Conſtitution, he 
ſaid, had exiſted for ages pure, and it was not 
a proper time now to think of altering it. He 
had not obſerved, he ſaid, on ſearching the 
journals, that Lord Chatham had ever brought 
in 15 Reform „ that great ſtateſman 
plainly 
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plainly, ſau the Conſtitution, wanted no ſuch 
alteration, for he had found it ſufficient to 
bring us to the higheſt pinnacle of glory, and 
he was confident it ſtill was ely pure to 
_ carry, us through, provided the preſent ſet of 
men at the head of affairs exerted thoſe great 
abilities which we are certain they poſſeſſed.— 
He declared that he would not pledge himſelf 
to ſupport, Miniſters in any one particular mo- 
tion, but he would attend day by day, and 
give them every Tupport in his power, to mea- 
ſures he thought for the public good. He beg- 
ged the Right Hon. Secretary to court unani- 
mity in that Houſe. Ihe learned Lord endea- 
youred to ridicule the arguments of others, and 
declarcd, that if any part of the Repreſentation 
wanted a Reform, i it was that of the place from - 
whence he came (Scotland). 

Mt, Secretary Fox anſwered the learned 
Lord reloeding upanimity ; he declared that 
be and his Colleagues were determined to a& 
on meaſures for the public good; and he ſhould 
never ſeek unfair means to gain ſupport, but 
ſhould truſt to chance, from a thorough con- 
viction that the People would in the end affert 
their own rights, and what Parliament refuſed 


L to t, they might probably intift on. 


: r. Dempſter ſaid, that if the argument 
which had been alledged, that without men- 
tioning the ſpecific mode of obtaining the 
redreſs, the Houſe ought not to ſend the ſubject 
10 2 9 had been admitted, in other 

„ caſes 
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caſes the Nation would have loſt the benefits 
of the moſt ſubſtantial Reform in more than 
one inſtance. In the caſe of the Eaſt. India 
Inquiries, there was no ſpecific. mode pointed 
out firſt in the Houſe, and upon that ſent to 
the Committee; but it was merely declared 
that there were abuſes which ought to be in- 
quired into—the Committee had 9 and 
upon their report it was moſt likely tha t-regu- 
lations would take place of the moſt important 
nature; and by the operation of which this 
Country would reap all the advantages of 'a 
happy commercial ſyſtem in their Afiatic Ter- 
ritories.— The Houſe ought to doin this matter 
exactly in the ſame way; they ought to leave 
to the Committee the whole buſineſs, and act 
upon their report. He was well convinced 
that there were abuſes that ought to be reme- 
died. In the part of the Country to Which h 
bad the honour to belong, where the forms « 
Election were different from thoſe in the other 
parts of Britain, there were ſeveral peculiarities 
of a moſt inconvenient and improper nature. 
He would mention one in particular, the caſe 
of ſuperiority : He was himſelf the ſuperior of a 
land, with which he had no other connection, he 
neither lived upon it, nor received the rents; 
it was the property of another perſon, but 
he as ſuperior had a vote, and the Proprietor | 
had none, though in every reſpe& entitled, 
except by the forms of a local mode of tenure, 
to the rights of a Freebolder, 

Mr. 
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Mt. Sheridan ſpoke much in favour af the 
motion and anſwered the learned Lord in every 
argument he had adduced.. He took up the 
ſimilies of Sir George Savile and Mr. Courtenay, 
in a beautiful manner, and plainly ſhewed the 
neceſſity of an inqfiry being appointed, . + 
Colonel Murray was averſe from altering the 
Conſtitution in any reſpet. It had endured 
for ages, and if there were any errors, which 
he was ready to admit there were, they were 
owing to the Members themſelves. If Mem- 
—— the Conſtitution was not in 
Mr. Roſewarne alſo oppoſed the motion upon 
the ſame grounds; he was an enemy to inno- 
vations, by which the old fabric of the Conſti- 
tution was to be ſhaken, It had ſtood the teſt 
of ages, and their moſt honourable conduct 
received it, to their poſterity, x. 
Mr. Alderman Townſend was ſtrongly and 
clearly of opinion, that there mult be a Reform 
in the Co tion, for that Houſe was not in 
its preſent frame the Aren of the 


He wondered excectingly that the oppoſition 
to this meaſure: ſhould have been begun by a 
Gentleman (Mr. 1. Pitt) who was himſelf the 
Repreſentative of a Borough, which, in fact, had 
not a ſingle Elector. The return was made by 
ſome perſon, no creature knew who, and yet 


this Gentleman came, and was to be conſidered 
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25 one of the Repreſentatives of the People of 
England. He was no ſuch thing. He was his 
own Repreſenrative, and nothing elſe. Would 
any man ſay that this was very conſiſtent with 

any radical principle of the Conſtitution ? Or 
that while this exiſted, we could truly fay, 

that there was an equal or fair Repreſentation 

o the People ? 

Mr. Rigby expreſſed himſelf very much 
5gainſt theſe innovations, which were merely 
chimerical, and which could never be reduced 
to any ſolid and ſubſtantial practice. He was 
an enemy to the preſent Reform, becauſe in 
fact, it had not ariſen from any requeſt made to 
that Houſe by the People It had come from 
Aſſociations which were by no means expreſſive 
of the ſenſe of the Counties to which they be · 
| longed j theſe Aſſociations were formed in this 
manner: A ſet of men determined to call a 
Meeting of the County to which they belonged; 
at this Meeting all perſons were excluded who 
were not of their own way of thinking. From 
theſe perſons thus aſſembled Delegates -were 
choſen, and theſe Delegates made. Reſolutions 
and publiſhed them in the newſpapers, as the 
ſenſe of their County. This was not the way 
of collecting the voice of the People: it might 
de aſked then how the voice of the People was 
to be collected? Could it be ſo by the Sheriff 
of the ; ſeveral Counties calling together the 
Grand Juries ? No; for the Sheriff might call 


only ſuch Gentlemen as he knew to be af the 
particular 
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particular ſentiments which he wiſhed them to 
expreſs, This then was not the way of col- 
lecting the ſenſo of the People, it could not be 
collected but in that Houſe; and he believed 
that the ſenſe of the People if it really could be 
collected, would be againſt the motion. He 
ſhould wiſh, before he conſented to have c. 
ſulted his Conſtituents. | 
Sir Watkin Lewes faid the Metropolis, 1 
don and Weſtminſter, was computed to conſiſt 
of an eighth part of the People of this iſland, 
and pay one-fifth to the land-tax, and -a full 
third to all other taxes, (as mentioned by the 
Right Hon. Secretary Fox) and yet had but 
eight Members, of which he had the honour 
to be one. Their property was diſpuſed of by 
perſons who bore no ſhare of the burthen.— 
The preſent Electors (not to mention thoſe who 
ought to have à ſhare in the Election of their 
Repreſentatives) conſiſted of a greater number 
than returns a majority of that Houſe. An 
Honourable Gentleman (Mr. T. Pitt) had ſaid 
he ſhould oppoſe the motion, becauſe if the 
motion paſled, the People were to be conſulted. 
Such an argument coming from one of their 
Repreſentatives, he could not help expreſſing 
his ſurpriſe at! and particularly as it ſo ma- 
terially concerned the of their 
'Repreſentation in that Houſe. The laſt Ho- 
nourable Gentleman had ſaid, he ſhould op- 
poſe the motion, becauſe he ſhould wiſh pre- 


viouſly to conſult his Conſtituents. The motion 
went 
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went only to the appointment of a'Commiittee, 
-who were to digeſt ſome ſpecific Reſolutions ar 
Plans, which were intended to be publiſhed, and 
not agreed on till the Hon, Gentleman would 
have an opportunity of conſulting his _— 
tuents; and he appealed to the Hon. Gentle- 
-man if. it awovld not be better to adviſe, and 
conſult with them, when he had fome well- 
digeſted Plan, or. ſpecific Reſolution to take 
their opinion upon. Sir Watkin obſerved, he 
could not agree in the definition given by an 
Hon. Gentleman (Mr. T. Pitt) of Civil Liberty, 
which in Sir Watkin's opinion, was more or 
lefs perfect in proportion to the ſhare the People 
bad in the Government, and that Civil Liberty 
could not exiſt without Political Liberty. It 
ä to him to be à ſoleciſm in politics, 
that the Repreſentation ſhould continue, when 
the objects of Repreſentation have ceaſed, and 
are no longer in exiſtence, which was che caſe of 
the Hon. Gentleman who oppoſed the motion. 
Mr. W. Pitt concluded the debate with a 
moſt animated and eloquent ſpeech, in Which 
be reviewed all the objeftiens that had been 
thrown out to his motion. 
The Speaker then put the queſtion, as moved | 
by Sir Horace Mann, That the order of the 
day be now read, upon which the Houſe di- 
vided ayes 1613 noes 144 er 
— motion 20. 8 
— vet ett % 
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